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"The Long COVID evidence gap in England " Ja

Correspondence I

The long COVID
evidence gap in England

The term long COVID, also known
as post-COVID-19 condition, was
coined in spring, 2020, by individuals
with ongoing symptoems following
COVID-19 in response to unsatisfactory
recognition of this emenging syndromse
by health-care practitioners.® In
September to Novermnber, 2020, clinical
codes for persistent post-COVID-19
condition and related referrals were
intraduced and became available for
use by health-care practitioners to
record details of dinical encounters
in electronic health records (EHRS) in
England. EHRs, which cover a large
proportion of individuals living in
England, are increasingly used to help
understand the epidemickgy of disease
alongside the effectiveness and safety
of interventions. Many factosinfluence
the completeness of infarmation in
EHRs, including help-seeking behaviour
af patients andthe discretion and data-
recording behaviour of practitioners.
Longitudinal population-based studies
often include participant self-reports
af illness; hence, these studies might be
subject to reporting and participation
hiases. Comparing reported illness in
studies to recorded illness in the EHRs of
the sarme individuak might be helpful
in understanding the epidemiology
and clinical recognition of emerging
conditions such as long COVID.

We investigated whether individuals
with self-reported long COVID
between July, 2020, and October, 2021,
had received a long COVID diagnosis
or referral in the English health-care
system after 20-32 months of follow-
up (data eutoff: April, 2023), amang
6405 participants of ten samples from
lengitudinal population-based studies
that used COVID-19 survey data linked
to EHRs in the UK Longitudinal Linkage
Collaboration (LLC; appendix pp 1-4).

Self-reported long COVID was
defined as reporting 4 or more weeks
af engoing symptoms attributable
to COVID-19, per Mational Institute
for Health and Care Excellence 2021

warw_thelancet.com ol 403 May 18, 2024

quidelines.® Seven of the ten samples
fram lengitudinal population-based
studies we used comprised reports
af debilitating ongoing symptoms
attributable to COVID-19, and the
remaining three comprised reports
of any angoing COVID-19 symptorms,
as deseribed in our previous research?
and the appendix (p 4). Long COVID-
related health-care interactions
were identified from International
Oassification of Diseases 10th edition
and Systematized Momenclature of
Medicine Clinical Terms (known as
SMOMED-CT) codes (listed in the
appendix [p 51) from Hospital Episodes
Statistics (the national database of
English secondary care records) and
General Practice Extraction Service
Data for Pandemic Planning and
Research® (the national dataset of
English COVID-19-relevant primary
care records), respectively, for the
period July, 2020, to April, 2023,

Of 6405 participants with data on
duration of COVID-19 symptoms and
linkage to health records, 896 (14%)
self-reported long COVID of any
severity in longitudinal population-
based study surveys (appendix p 4).
Among these 836 participants, just 48
(5-4%; 95% Cl 41-70) were identified
as having long COVID-related codes

in EHRs, with codes assigned within
a mean 5.4 months of symptom
duration reporting. When restricting
to individuals reporting a history
of debilitating long COVID, this
popartion was only marginally higher
(B-3% [95% Ol 43-5:2]; 25 of 385),
with codes assigned within a mean
56 months of symptom duration
reporting. In analyses of differences
in coding by sociedemographic
characteristics (table), likelihood of
receiving a long COVID EHR code
differed by age tertile, with the
likelihood being highest among
people of middle age (tertile 2; mean
age 45-8 years) and lower in younger
(tertile 1; mean age 25-2 years) and
older (tertile 3; mean age 63-4 years)
participants. Coding likelihood did not
differ notably by sex or socloecanomic
position. However, participants who
eported they were of White ethnicity
were more likely to receive a code than
ndividuaks of other ethnicities.
Caveals to these results should be
considered. There are several reasons
why self-reported symptoms might
not lead te coding in EHRs. For
instance, for self-reported symptoms
to be apparent in EHRs they must
be perceived by the individual
experiencing them to be severe

indivicual sthanthose ofother ethricitios

fbsolute percentage palue
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Résume :

La traduction automatique continue d’évoluer pour suivre le rythme de la
production humaine en matiére de collection verbale grace au développement
de logiciels. Nous avons choisi le systtme GOOGLE TRADUCTION pour
une étude descriptive et analytigue comparative entre la traduction
automatique et la traduction humaine en présentant des exemples de
collections verbales tirées d’un texte scientifique spécialisé.

Mots clés : La traduction automatiqgue, GOOGLE TRADUCTION, la
Traduction Humaine, collections verbales, texte scientifique spécialise.

Sammery :

Machine translation continues to evolve to keep pace with the output of
human translation for verbal collections through the development of software.
We have chosen GOOGLE TRANSLATION for a descriptive and
analytical comparative study between machine translation and Human
Translation by presenting example of verbal collections from a specialized
scientific text.

Key words: Machine translation, GOOGLE TRANSLATION, Human
Translation, verbal collections, specialized scientific text.




