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Abstract:

This thesis aims to evaluate the effectiveness of employment policies adopted by Algeria
between 1999 and 2017 in achieving local development objectives, within the context of a
rentier economy. Despite the substantial financial resources available during this period,
which enabled the launch of ambitious programs, the study concludes that these policies
failed to bring about a fundamental structural transformation in the economy and labor

market.

The analysis relies on an integrated research methodology combining quantitative and
qualitative analysis, as well as historical and institutional approaches, to deconstruct the
complex relationship between public policies and local development. The critical analysis
reveals that this failure stems not merely from technical or administrative shortcomings, but
from deep-seated structural and political roots. The decision-making process is dominated by
a closed "core elite," and policies are formulated according to a logic that prioritizes
maximizing the interests of this elite and ensuring regime stability, rather than achieving
comprehensive development. Consequently, policies have shifted from being tools for
development to instruments for managing social crises through the distribution of rent and the

purchase of loyalties, within the framework of "rentier state theory."

The study demonstrates that employment policies focused on short-term social solutions
rather than building a productive and diversified economy. The gap between educational
outputs and labor market needs persisted, the informal economy expanded, and the public
sector remained the primary refuge for employment, thereby weakening the dynamism of the

private sector.

Finally, the thesis offers a set of recommendations, emphasizing the necessity of breaking the
rentier cycle and building a new development model based on genuine decentralization,
enhanced governance, and linking employment policies to the development of human capital

and local economies.

Key words: Public Employment Policy; Rentier State;Elite Theory;Policy

Cycle;Local Development.
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