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Summary:

In his literary work Labayka Hijj al-Fugara’ (Here | Am, O
Pilgrimage of the Poor), Malek Bennabi articulates the pivotal
role of culture in fostering civilizational renewal and societal
progress. The narrative serves not merely as a fictional account,
but as a medium through which Bennabi conveys his broader
intellectual and reformist vision—one anchored in the
epistemological and moral framework of Islam. Furthermore,
the novel captures the socio-political and cultural dynamics of
the Algerian Revolution, offering a nuanced portrayal of a
society in the midst of existential transformation. Through the
symbolic journey of pilgrimage, Bennabi positions Islam as the
foundational axis of his civilizational project, seeking to awaken
the collective consciousness of the Muslim reader toward a
renewed historical agency.

Keywords: Labayka Hijj al-Fugara’, Malek Bennabi,
civilizational projec



