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Tlemcen in the Zayyanid Era :aaia daglll gai <

When the Almohad state collapsed, Yaghmurasen Ibn Ziyan took over the
rule with symbolic recognition of the Almohad caliphatein 633 AH / 1236 AD.
The Zayyanids ruled the central Maghreb from Tlemcen as their capital for more
than three centuries. During this period, the country experienced times of
prosperity and advancement as well as periods of decline and deterioration. The
wars fought by the Zayyanid state for sovereignty and border protection led to the
disappearance of many of its symbols and royal insignias. Given the limited scope
to cover the entire history and great achievements of the BanuZiyan, we will focus

on the Zayyanid state’s flag and secondary banners.

The use of flags and colors in the BanuZiyan state dates back to its founding
by Yaghmurasen. Ibn Khaldun mentions, "Among the symbols of kingship are
the use of standards, banners, drums, and trumpets... The reason for this is to

intimidate the enemy in war, as loud sounds have an impact on the psyche."

The Zayyanids were influenced by the Almohads in adopting the white flag
for their victories. Regarding the use of banners and standards in the Zayyanid
army (Abdul Wad), Abu Hammu 11 refers to them in his book "Wasitat al-Suluk™
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in his advice to the crown prince. He says, "The ranks are divided into four
sections:soldiers, slaves, Turks, and allies." This means that the Zayyanids had a
large flag made of silk with Quranic verses written in gold. However, the exact
verses written on this large flag are unknown due to the lack of written documents

and archaeological inscriptions.

The approach of the Zayyanid sultans in dealing with flags and banners in
their political and military life is challenging to document due to the scarcity of
material on this subject. Ibn Khaldun notes that the Berbers from the Sanhaja and
Zenatatribesdid not addhere to a single color, and it is possible that the Zayyanids
used green, red, yellow, and sometimes white for their banners. Ibn Khaldun
mentions, "Multiplying and coloring the banners and lengthening them is meant
for intimidation only... As for banners, they have been symbols of wars since the
caliphateera, and nations have always used them in battles and raids since the time

of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and after him, the caliphs."

Secondary Flags and Banners: In addition to the official state flag, there were
other flags and banners used during wartime and in royal ceremonies and

receptions.

Al-Qalgashandi, quoting "Masalik al-Absar," mentions that the sultan had a
white flag called the "victorious flag" carried in processions. He also mentions
that there were seven flags carried with him, specific to tribes, though the order

and distinguishing inscriptions of these flags are not confirmed.

Coins minted by the Zayyanid sultans can be reliedupon as an official
contemporary source that is free from falsification. Among the religious phrases
adopted by the Zayyanids and recorded on their coins during the siege of Tlemcen
and afterwardare: "By the grace of Allah, the Omnipotent,” "The relief of Allah
Is near," and "There is no victor but Allah." Quranic verses inscribed include,
"Victory is from Allah, the Almighty, the Wise," "He is the First and the Last, the
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Evident and the Hidden, and He has full knowledge of all things," and "Your God
Is one God,; there is no god but He, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate."
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Abdal-Mu'min bin Ali stormed the Almoravid Tlemcen at the end of the
reign of Yusuf bin Tashfin and seized Ahwaz in the year 534 AH/1139 AD. He
remained there for seven months in order to reform the administration and install
agents. Then he left it and Sufyan bin Muhammad bin Wanoudin al-Hantani took
charge of it, then he ruled over Tlemcen throughout the Almohad feast. Several
rulers were replaced according to circumstances, as lbn Khaldun tells us that the
Almohads had built houses and palaces and sought to build them after they had
almost destroyed them during the days of the conquest, so they restored their
prosperity, and nothing commemorates them except the QaramadinGate and the
remains of the wall that was built in the year 580 AH / 1184 AD. These walls are

what enabled the city to escape from the tampering of Ibn Ghaniya.
Battle of Fort Al-Ugab (609 AH /1212 AD)

The Battle of Hisn al-Ugab in the year 609 AH/1212 AD is considered a
turning point in the history of Muslims, and from it the first signs of the wars of
recon quest appeared, especially with the death of al-Nasir. The Banu Marin
began to break the obedience of the Almohads starting in the year 613 AH, and
Abu Zakaria al-Hafsi concluded to cut off the regions of Tunisia and Bejaia, and
it was not long before they overwhelmed them. From the BaniAbdal-Wadltribe,

who at that time occupied Ahvaz in Tlemcen.

The Almohad banner appeared in the Battle of Hisn al-Ugab, under which
were the banners of the participating tribes, including the state of BanuAbdal-

Wad, Yanu Marin, the Hafsids, and others. The following was written at the top
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of the Almohad flag in a browns tripe in blue: I seek refuge in God from Satan,
the Most Merciful. In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful,
may God’s prayers and peace be upon him. The following was writ ten below it:
In the strip above the square is what follows: “O you who have believed, shall I
direct you to a trade that will save you from a painful punishment ?” And in the
strip that is on the right of the square is written: “You believe in God and His
Messenger and strive in the cause of God with your wealth and yourselves,” and
in the strip that is to the left of the continuation of the noble verse, “That is better
for you. You knew that your sins will be forgiven, and He will leave you in
gardens. And in the strip at the bottom of this sequel, beneath which rivers flow,
and good dwellings in the Gardens of Eden. As for the circles of the tail, the
immediate supplications are engraved in succession with bluelines on a white
raised surface: Wellness, Blessing, Enduring Wellness — Perpetual Safety —

Enduring Wellness".

Also, the Almohads used white flags during their victories, as is the case
with the safety flags, which are a white fluff of linen devoid of slogans that is
lowered when announcing safety, as is clear from Al-Tabari’s phrase in which he
describes the fighting of ships, where he says: And they were in the time of war
when a ship was secure. From the attacks of the enemy, its people would lower a
white flag that they had with them, and they would raise the Holy Qur’an on their
spears in order to seek safety, as happened at the beginning of Islam in the Siffin
War that took place between Imam Ali bin Abi Talib and Muawiyah bin Abi
Sufyan in the year 36 AH.
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«Abdal-Mu'min bin Ali stormed the Almoravid Tlemcen at the end of the reign
of Yusuf bin Tashfin and seized Ahwaz in the year 534 AH/1139 AD».
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«He remained there for seven months in order to reform the administration and

install agents».
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«The Almohad banner appeared in the Battle of Hisn al-Ugab, under which were
the banners of the participating tribes, including the state of Banu Abdal-Wad,

Yanu Marin, the Hafsids, and others».
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«The following was written at the top of the Almohad flag in a brownstripe
in blue: | seek refuge in God from Satan, the Most Merciful. In the name of God,

the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, may God’sprayers and peace be upon him.
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The following was writtenbelowit: In the strip above the square is what follows:

“O you who have believed, shall I direct you to a trade that will save you from a

painfulpunishment ?».
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«Symbolism and Significance of Flags and Banners in the History of Tlemcen»
Flags and banners have played a vital role in Islamic military history and
particularly in the history of the Islamic Maghreb. They serve as contemporary
sources that reveal much about the nature of states, their systems, customs, and
relations in both war and peace. Beyond their military function, flags and banners
symbolize sovereignty and authority, much like coinage, seals, and the invocation
in Friday prayers. They represent the nation's honor, dignity, and independence.
These pieces of colored cloth, adorned with specific symbols, embody meanings

cherished by the people, signifying their land's pride, ancestral honor, national

sovereignty, and historical glory. Many countries celebrate Flag Day annually to

honor the noble significance of the banner.

Flags also symbolize unity and collective purpose. When people gather
under one banner, it signifies their unified hearts and voices. On the battlefield,
the presence of their banner boosts their morale and determination, whereas its

fall can lead to fear, defeat, and retreat. History offers numerous examples of this
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phenomenon, underscoring the critical role that banners play in the morale of

soldiers.

Every state, regardless of its orientation, adopts specific colors for its
symbols to distinguish itself from others. Traditions and narratives often justify
these choices, with some suggesting that the Prophet Muhammad used or
preferred certain colors for his banner. Ibn Khaldun mentioned in his introduction,
discusses the purpose of multiple and varied banners: "The purpose of multiplying
and varying banners and making them longer is to create a sense of awe. This
might increase bravery in the hearts of soldiers. Different states and rulers vary in
their adoption of these symbols; some use many, while others use few, depending
on the state's expansion and greatness. Banners have been a symbol of wars since

the era of the caliphs, and nations have always used them in battles and campaigns

since the Prophet's time and thereafter'.

Tlemcen, as one of the major cultural centers in the central Maghreb, has
witnessed various civilizations, reflected in the diverse flags and banners
throughout its history. Al-Bakri describes it as "the capital of the central Maghreb,
the seat of the Zenata kingdom, the center of Berber tribes, and a destination for
prospective traders.” Tlemcen was a settlement for many states and peoples,
leading to its urban expansion and growing significance. Despite periods of
destruction and devastation, Tlemcen often returned to its former state thanks to

its rulers. However, like other civilizations, it eventually weakened, exacerbated

by foreign interventions, first the Spanish, then the Ottomans, and later the French

occupation.
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«The flag or banner is revered as a symbol of the nation's honor, dignity, and

independence. It is a piece of cloth, often colored, bearing precise symbols that

embody specific meaningsy.
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«It is well-known that any state, regardless of its orientation, adopts" specific

colors for its symbols to distinguish itself from others.»
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«Beyond their military function, flags and banners symbolize sovereignty

and authority, much like coinage, seals, and the invocation in Friday prayers.»
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Résume:

Cette recherche examine le processus de traduction des informations dans les musées
algériens, mettant en évidence la nécessité de la traduction pour les visiteurs étrangers pour
enrichir leur expérience et leur permettre de mieux comprendre et assimiler le patrimoine
culturel historique des musées.

A travers une étude de terrain au Musée National Public des Antiquités Islamiques a
Tlemcen, nous avons essayé de déecouvrir la réalité vécue par la traduction des informations
dans les musées algériens en général aupres des visiteurs étrangers, face a I'absence de projet
de traducteurs et aux problemes auxqguels ils sont confrontés. Nous avons proposé une
traduction de certaines peintures du musée, tout en fournissant une analyse détaillée des
techniques adoptées.

Mots-clés: traduction, musées algériens, traduction des informations, panneaux de musée,
visiteurs.

Abstract:

This research examines the process of translation of information in Algerian museums,
highlighting the need for translation for foreign visitors to enrich their experience and enable
them to better understand and assimilate the historical cultural heritage of museums.

Through a field study at the National Public Museum of Islamic Antiquities of Tlemcen,
we attempted to discover the reality experienced by the translation of information in Algerian
museums in general to foreign visitors, given the absence of a translator project and to the
problems they face. We offered a translation of some of the museum's paintings, while
providing a detailed analysis of the techniques adopted.

Key words: translation, Algerian museums, information translation, museum panels, visitors.




