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Abstract :

Poetry had a relation with philosophy and myth in the tradition western
literature since the Greek civilization, but the Arabic poetry stayed apart them.

When the Greek philosophy had its influence on the Arabic civilization and its
poets, some of them used logic in their poems and they were called indeed
philosophers, this seemed very well in the Abasside epoch thus we can mention Abu
Tayeb El Mutannabi, a celebrated poet. Abul'alaa Maary, the poet of philosophers
and the philosopher of poets, Abu Tayeb El Mutannabi, a celebrated poet.

Key Word : Poetry, Myth, Philosophie, Esprit, Existence, Influence, Pessimisme.

Résumé:

La poésie fut souvent accompagnée par les mythes et la philosophie dans
I’héritage littéraire occidentale depuis la civilisation grecs. Par contre, la poésie arabe
est restée loin de ca.

L’influence de la philosophie grecque a laissé ses traits chez certain pocte arabe de
I’époque Abbassides, tel que le célebre poete d’Arabie Abli Tayeb EI-Mutannabi ;
talentueux, génial, et original. Puis Abul’ Al Maarry ; philosophe des poctes et poete
des philosophes.

Mots clé : Poésie, Mythe, Sagesse, Philosophie, Esprit, Existence, Influence,

Philosophie des sciences, Théodicée, Pessimisme.
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Introduction
Thanks for Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Wise

"He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly
been given much good."

Peace and blessing be upon the messenger of Huda and statement.

Man is the only creature who has been looking for knowledge and seeking to reveal the
latency behind nature and the universe. Language was the first form of coding discovered by
human to code. With it man has also discovered his great ability to assimilate what surround
him by forming concepts then expressing them using words. Using those words he was
creating higher level of concepts.

After language, man has discovered his ability to deal with words. And using them in
indirect domains, this what led him to say poetry and produce myth. While coding his
emotional experience with the universe and the inner self, man doesn't resort to analyzing
and justifying but to produce a literary structure using its illustration and kinetic images to
reproduce the world at the level of symbol. With symbolic units working on reducing then
submitting it, back to consciousness.

Thus, man started interpreting the beginning of legendry after it had been destined for the
mind to leave the caves and have the first look on the world. And when the legend revealed
unable, the mind began a new step where the legend retreated withdrew from the field of
interpretation making the way to philosophy that was able to identity its functions and
succeeded in formulating its own concepts on the basis of its critics of the myth.

In all that, poetry was in line with the two phases, an expression of self awareness and an
attempt to figure out existence. There is no doubt that talking about the association of poetry
and philosophy as principal references to consciousness will infuriate many who have the
habit to separate them sharply. As long as the philosophy represents in their views the full
expression of a tidy mental effort that does not deal only with the facts, doesn't care only
certainty and doesn't use only proofs. In some views, poetry represents just illusions and
vague feeling. In fact, if the definition of poetry is difficult, the philosophy is not better. If
we look closely in the definitions of philosophy among history we found almost belong to
the kingdom of poetry.

All what have been said made Fernand Alkabah says in his book, the meaning of
philosophy., " there is no precise definition for philosophy to be taken, so we are forced to
search depending on form of vague feelings".

Then he said. " it is seemed that we're promised by the real philosophy rather than having it

is specific content. Philosophy and poetry have the same source. Platon himself says." The

source of philosophy is surprise". And Aristote says: " surprise make people stop thinking "

who denys that surprise is not the authentic source for poetry.

Perhaps Aristote was the first to be aware to this potential energy in the form of poetry itself

when he said: "poetry is more philosophizing than history and more important because the
1



poet deal with the wholes" the nature of philosophy involves detection. As koloredj said:"
the poetry is an indirect philosophy" chilie says:"poets are philosophers who have attained
the highest degrees of power and poetry is the center and the surrounding of the knowledge.

Despite the fact that platon made an opposition between poetry and philosophy and
condemned poetry morally in favour to philosophy, the essence of poetry lies in its
philosophical dimension, and its cohesion can not be realized only by relying on thought
system and a transcending vision of the core of self. This is what made Heidger listen to
poetry and see it as a form a philosophical knowledge but a type of a deeper knowledge
obtained by the philosopher's mind " the poet says what is sacred which means the origin of
nature but the philosopher discovers only the meaning of what a poet says"

If this is applied on the western poetic heritage, do we have a philosophical heritage in our
literary heritage? Or we didn't know the philosophy only in a later centuries when the Arab
got contact with other people especially in the Abbasids era and fertilized their ideas with all
what was new in science, philosophy and literature. Some abbassid poets used more logic in
their poets and they were called indeed philosophers more than poets. And they used what
they had obtained from the Greeks to discuss a lot of philosophical issues in their poetry.
Perhaps what make me choose with the suggestion of my supervisor Mohamed Abess the
project of "philosophical issues in Abbasids poetry" is some factors which proves a cultural
and civilizational necessity in the march of the Arabic poetry in a successive era.

We have already dealt with part of this poetry in the Magister we called " Ibn Khamis
Altlemceni a poet" with the supervision of the same teacher.
A lot of questions and assumptions made me think in the study of philosophical trend in the
Abbassids era. More than this all the research and studies made on the poetry and prose of
this era talked about lives of creator periods, or some issue dealt by those creators.

After consideration and reflection, I have settled my ideas on a plan with an entrance
and six chapters.
I sought at the entrance to monitor the relationship between poetry and philosophy by
following their history through the western poetic history, especially the Greek by virtue of
their attachment to the myth, which is originally associated with philosophy.

Then I devoted the first chapter to the Abbassid era, which has witnessed a fertile
literature, thanks to the blending of the best in this era. Moreover, the intellectual vaccination
between the Arab and the new coming civilizations, luxury has also helped to its
flourishment.

In addition, some difficult conditions and political unrest contributed to the literary and

poetic movement.

In the second chapter, I talked about the Arab’s philosophical thought and its fields, referring

to the ability of the Arab mentality on philosophizing, its seeds and the factors of its

evolution. Then its fields like theology, philosophy and mysticism.

Thus, I could not only take two models of this phenomenon,

We devoted the third chapter to El Mutanabi who sat on the principality of the Arabic poetry

and took the attention of researchers on the level of study, analysis and explanation.

However, most of these studies have neglected an important aspect of his thought as a
2



standing side requires a psychological and physical study to its motives and purchasing the
historical Arabic and foreign source in his morals. Where I’ve talked about in the fourth
chapter

I have also talked in this chapter about the self-norms in the personality of Al Mutanati and
what has appeared and been proved from this norms.

The fifth chapter is devoted to the second model, the poet of philosophers and the
philosopher of poets Abu Alaa Maari, Al Mutanabi occupied the fourth century and raised a
debate among critics. Abu Alaa came to occupy the fifth century and smothered poets. Both
of them are still taking attentions of researchers and critics.

The case of Abu Alaa was not the issue of poetic originality as it was for Al Mutanabi.
It was a new case emerged earlier with Abi Tamam and increased with Al Mutanabi then
imposed itself in power and arrogance with Abu Alaa. It is the issue of adapting poetry to
philosophy.

The sixth chapter deals with the cultural values in Maari’s philosophy and its appearance in
religious, natural and scientific fields and other meanings of purely philosophical dimension.
The conclusion represents on compendium work in all chapters and a conclusion to the
nature of philosophical tendency in the ancient Arabic poetry. Does it mean that its owner is
a philosopher or has a philosophical culture?

We do not mean philosophy in the strict sense that we know with philosophers, which means
engaging the major intellectual issues or look beyond nature or to provide an integrated
theory on one aspect of real life.

We have taken from an integrative approach a tool that in a phenomenon we find a reaction
of all what is historical, social and psychological, using description and analysis mechanism
to monitor the phenomenon.

In the years of my scholarship to Damascus, I managed to collect sources and
references books. I’ve profited from the libraries of its universities and aquired books rare in
our country like El Sobh El Monabi in Haytiyat El Mutanabi by Joseph Albadici, the
philosophy of Al Mutanabi from his poetry to Mohamed Mehdi Alam, the balance between
wisdom in the poetry of El Mutanabi and the poetry of Alaa to Lazhadi Sabri El Khawaja
and Hakim El Maara to Amr Faroukh.

I faced some obstacles which did let me finish the work in the right time because I fell ill but
I managed to recuperate thanks for god willing
Finally, I want to thank my supervisor for his patience and guidance



CONCLUSION:

The Abbassids era witnessed lot of events, political fluctuation and the division of the
Arab world into small principalities closed on itself. Resulted in troubles and pressure in life
facilities. On the other hand, literary art and science prospered and the Arab world became at
the crossroad of civilization. And a center of blending between the Greek civilization and the
Indian wisdom. So an Arabic philosophy has been established with special characteristics.
All achievements and movements affected some poets who used logic, philosophizing and
wisdom in their poems; and this appeared clearly in two famous poets El Mutanabi and El
Maari and from this study we conclude:

First: the first effective source to wisdom is human experience, mind intelligence,
effective forsight, meditation in the past and present; looking in the different sides of life and
concluding general morals though special events and other sources like ancient philosophy ,
divine revelation, moral norms and the religions legislations,

Second: it is seemed that different elements from different sources cannot come
together to show wisdom in Mutanabi’s poems.
His environment had great effect on striking some special ideas in himself he grew miserable
among the rich, he was unknown and he did not care about esteem to prove himself.

His great studies and acquaintance riched his wisdom with clear marks and meanings. He
disrespected others and look at himself superior. But it was not destined to him to realize all
his dreams, he became desperate from his era and all the people. So he came out with the
verdict philosophizing the existence and he supported his doubt on all what surround him.
He was convinced that non has a good will and life is based just on profits.

Third, through his own experience in life and universe he revealed the fake of the
shinny appearance so he followed a special path through his wisdom; escaping, attacking,
wrecking and constructing. He was influenced by lot of sources in saying wisdom

Fourth, we've noticed that wisdom in the poems of Al Mutanabi knocked a lot of
doors. He was human in his emotions and directions. He used logic and philosophy in
persuasion. He speculated urgent events to talk about his inner self. he didn't only talk about
himself in some poems and he didn't also forget himself among his poetic purposes even if
he did devoted himself to one doctrine and discuss its cases it seen through his different
poem's what doctrine it is.

Al Mutanabi left many marks of his wisdom even if he did not present it directly and if
we gother all the wisdom spread throughout his poetic directions we can see his views and
the meaning of wisdom in specific frames.

Fifth, Al Mutanabi was very wise concerning matter of inner self he didn't left any
side without been infiltrated he went deeper inside things and thoughts. And his wisdom

were physical which treat what is hidden behind sight. His philosophical theories on the
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universe and the existence show his great experience and attention to the beginning of
philosophical doctrines.

Six: In spite the fact that some of his wisdom was borrowed, it was new in presentation, easy
in structure, printed with special emotions. Thai were marked by pessimism, depression,
hopeless, misthinking and blood revolution. Perhaps it is the core of Neich philosophy which
thinks that goodness is a power in human.

Seven: the philosophical renge of Al Mutanabi do not mean that its owner is a
philosopher but has philosophical knowledge. His acquaintance in philosophy was not less
than his acquaintance in the Arabic sciences and religion.

Eight: AlMaari had several sources and elements from which he made his wisdom.
However, some of them were specialized to him. His character had great effect; he was very
clever and had a deep vision on universe and the existence.

Nine: a wisdom came with a philosophical phase Al Maari was blind and ugly what
made him pessimist and desperate escaping from life and he hated it.

Ten: he was knowledgeable, he studied the Arabic literature and history and took from
them material and style. He also studied the Islamic instructions and was familiar with divine
doctrines and other doctrines in his era. he knew the oriental doctrines which were a mixer of
philosophizing and religiousness, around them he built lot of his philosophy and wisdom. he
knew Greek philosophical doctrine. Al Maari was wise his doctrine which was précised.

Eleven: the philosophy of Al Mutanabi and Al Maari almost approached which show
the influence of Al Maari by Al Mutanabi. Although they were different in their thoughts
and style to arrive to purposes. Al Maari's directions were clearer and bases and sources in
Al Mutanabi's philosophy . According to Al Mutanabi, Al Maari was one of his gifts, a
twinkle from his lighting and his philosophy was learnt from Al Mutanabi and taken from his
poems, he just added a bit of explanation, analysis, and a type of deepness, accuracy and
glamour.

Twelve: Al Maari diverted in his style from the other poets in that time and went to
the doctrine of investigating philosophers. he synthesized words of philosophers and
assumed in putting poetic balances to those words. He had a voice of experience and
wisdom.

Thirteen: his wisdom represented his poetic direction; sad went to speculation and

mind occupation where he represents the Arabic mind best in its thinking, measuring and
visioning life.
He let his mind free in the universe to grope for relics without finding them and he refused
what he found. He lived moments of ideological confusion in groping for path, he centered
on the two sides of any path he went into. He followed his mind, which obstructed him to
find self-security and emotional calm.



Fourteen: there are lot of similarities between Abu Alaa Al Maari and Schopenhauer
in thinking, mood and life style.
Both of then glanced the universe with resentment and saw things black with pessimism and
depression, then they refused life because of pain and people.

Fifteen: Abu Al Alaa was a poetic philosopher and philosophical poet spent his life
looking for justice. Although he did not belong to one specific philosophical doctrine and
believe in his roots, he added what he discovered after research but he was a real intellectual.

Al Maari made perfects but there is no comparison between him and western poets who
performed in their poems the unity of purposes but he did not, his spread aims in his poems
show a great consideration.
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Résumeé :

Ce théme est un essai pour clarifier un phénoméne stylistique, cclui de la déviation
linguistique dans la poésie d'un grand poére arabe du 9° siécle, si ce n'est pas le célébre
poéte d'arabe, talentueux, génial, et original, 1l s'agit d'ABU Tayeb El-Mutanabi.
Cela se refléte dans sa pénétration dans les régles connues au régime ordinaire de la
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