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Abstract :

This research seeks to reveal the literary and critical movement in Algeria from
its foundation until the end of the 6th Hijri century, and to mention that the
original Algerian product was not created out of nothing, but was rather
constructed from a distantly old tradition and is replete with dynamism and
development.

However, this research has monitored the process of literature and criticism in
Algeria, and found that the movement of the poem triggered criticism, and thus
the Algerian literature is distinguished with artistic features emanating from
different environments, and periods of time that provided ground and continuity,
and made it comparable to other literatures such as Oriental literature for
example.

Keywords: Movement , Literature , Criticism , Algeria

Résumé :

Cette recherche vise a révéler le mouvement de la littérature et la critique
littéraire en Algérie depuis son apparition jusqu'a la fin du Vle siécle et a exalter
la production littéraire algérienne qui est originelle et issue d’un pot- pourri
d’authenticité et modemité plein de mouvements et d’évolution.

Cette recherche démontre la carricre de la littérature et de la critique littéraire en
Algérie, et il s'est avéré que 1'évolution de cette dernicre se résulte de 1’évolution
de la poésie. Et par conséquence, la littérature algérienne s'est caractérisée par
plusieurs traits artistiques issus de la diversité de la culture et des époques ceux-
ci ont favorisé sa progression et sa continuité et son égalit¢ avec d'autres
littératures telles que 1’orientale par exemple.

Mots-clés : Mouvement, Littérature, critique, littéraire, Algérie.
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INTRODUCTION

It ‘s not easy to approach literary and critical surveys in the ancient period
especially in the Algerian literature and this because the foundation is not laid
for such subjects, however despite this, I decided to approach this subject for

several reasons.

I had a great desire to serve my language, so I decided to study my national
heritage in order to revive the works of our anciant writers , and to bring out our

literature from isolation and oblivion.

Besides, the topic of «the general history of Algeria » of Abderrahmane
Eld;jillali has drawn my attention when I was student, which picked my curiosity
to discover the secret of the literary movement in Algeria, and I wondered why
the history of Algerian authors was passed over? Was Algerian literature

advanced and prosperous as was the case in the Middle East?

Were its authors outstanding in all kinds and arts? Or they have followed
their antecedents? Did the Algerian literature succeed to create a critical

efficiency in order to be an effective literature and a rich field?

By the time I became so exited and curious to know more about the subject
but I didn’t find sufficents answers until I started my postgraduate studies, so I
have choosed the algerian heritage to be field of this thesis for after consulting
my supervisor Dr. Mohamed Mortad, and I have given as a title for my thesis
« the literary and critical movement in Algeria from the foundation to the end of

the sixth century of the Hegira ».

The goal of this study is not just collecting data and presenting our heritage
but it is rather a scientific research which aims to revive our national literary
heritage and show it to algerian young generation and draw their attention to

study it in order to evaluate it and its writers.



In brief, among the main reasons behind the choice of this topic, I mention
the fewness of studies in this field because many sides of this kind of subjects
still ambiguous. In fact, the confused beginning, the rarity of sources and the
difficlty of getting them are the reasons why researchers don’t want to approch

this subject.

And based on what has already been mentioned, and because the subject is
new, I can sow its grownd and get its fruits by renewing and rejuvenating it in
order to don’t repeat what was already said about this subject within the limits of

what exists in the sources.

It is worth mentioning that I will try through this research to follow the
first beginnings of literature and criticism in Algeria, but not to the
point of going too far in imposing a specific date, but I'll follow the idea from
the origin to the branch in order to reach the crops of the thought through a

fructuous survey.

The first goal of my research is the establishment of the dates of the
literary and critical movement in Algeria , but my research did not stand at
each writer or poet during the study period, instead, it have selected some of
them, and that was not motivated by  self-preference or by random

selection, but by the literary influence of the writer.

Since the subject is new — to my knowledge - , I ‘ve started by exposing the
literature review of my research including the studies that approched it
indirectly, so I’ve found separate parts here and there led by digression or
some parts that served the research . Besides, our researchers and reviewers
were considerably interested by this literary heritage and have lit a lot of
its dark corners, believing that the Algerian literature, as other literatures, is
rich whether in poetry or in prose,so this creativity that needs a serious
scientific study that brings it out of isolation and neglect through the hard

elucidation of its texts .



I  mention below those who have achieved commendable efforts:
Bachir Khaldoun, Abdelmalek Mortad, Mohamed Mortad, mohamed Toul
Elchikh Bouguerba and other serious researchers who have left their mark

through their researchs that enriched the Algerian University libraries.

Without these real conquests and attempts, I would never have the
opportunity to emulate them and benefit from what they’ve achieved because,
as Mohamed Mortad has said, studying ancient Maghrebin literature
in general and Algerian literature particularly presents an adventure and a real

challenge .

I’ve used in my study sources and references that enriched and

strengthened the research and overcame difficulties of this topic, including:

- «The Repertory Of The Islanders Amenities » of Ibn Bassam
Elandalouci
-  «TheOmda In Virtues And Criticism Of Poetry » of Ibn Rachiq
Elmessili
-« Selection From Elmomtia Book In Poetry » of Abdelkarim Elhachli
-« Dictionary Of Algerian Scholars From The Rise of Islam Until The
Present Era » of Abel Nwihed
-« Knowing The Most Known Scholars In The Seventh Century In Bejaia »of
Abi Abbass Elghebrini
-« Poetry Criticism » of kodama Ben Djafar
-« Ancient Literary Criticism In The Arabic Maghreb » of Mohamed Mortad
-« History And Culture Of The Arabic Maghreb » of Rabah Bounar
-« Literature In The Era Of Beni Hammad State »of Ahmed Abou Rezak

There are other important sources and references, but I can’t mention them

all here.

The difficulties encountered in this research are as follows:



Firstly: The searcher in the ancient Maghrebin literature generally, and the
Algerian literature particularly, is certainly in an awkward position because
he deals with a literature of which most texts were lost, besides the

difficulty of defining the literary field in this time period.

Secondly:

The fewness of resources and the difficulty of finding them, and what makes
the task more hard is the absence of birth and death dates of the famous
authors  andthe scarcity of thetexts of debates and magamas, so
I didn't find any debate, even if they may exist, history has to do with their

loss.

These difficulties make me more determined and reinforce my
will to overcome every difficulty, so I threw myself into this search, finding
information easily makes research a boring task I had recourse to other sources
that I’ve taken them as a support to write these
pages, as it was for my teacher Mr. Mohamed Mortad who has helped me to
overcome these difficulties by motivating me and advising me to slow down
and be patient, so I ‘ve taken his advice all along the research till

I reached the goal.

In order to achieve the expected results, I have used the analytical historical
approach, I’ve tracked many opinions, and at the same time [‘ve linked them
to historical facts and events, I’ve exposed and analysed a lot of literary arts
and critical issues, the discussion of these texts helped me to reach the purpose

of the study.

Regarding the plan followed to accomplish this research, it consists of a
preamble, four different chapters according to the nature of the subject, a

conclusion, an appendix and a table of contents.



In the preamble, I ‘ve approached an essential element that represents the
foundation of the study, il is about an overview of the literary and critical
movement in Algeria including the origination conditions of the Algerian
literature from the foundation to the 6th century of the Hegira, the factors of
the emergence of this literature, indicating the stages of its origination , and

then I outlined the critical movement beginnings in Algeria.

In chapter I, I’ve studied the artistic prose and its subjects like speechs,
letters , maqamas, namely Elwahrani’s magamas and testaments, highlighting

the most important reasons influencing the creation of the artistic writing.

The second chapter is devoted to study the different sorts of poetry like
description, praise, satire, erotism, invocation, adjuration, ascetism
and mysticism. Besides, [‘ve mentioned the poets and their works that I could find,

showing the Eastern influences.

The third chapter includes the critical matters raised in the fifth and the
sixth centuries of the Hegira like the subject of word and meaning, the old and the

new issue, and the literary plagiarism, these thorny issues have been raised by

Abdul Karim Alnahshali and Ibn Elrachiq Elmessili.

The fourth chapter which is the last focuses on critical approaches that
emerged in Algeria during the said period like ethical approach, sensual approach

and psychological interpretation.

The conclusion gathers all pieces raised in this dissertation highlighting
the most important findings, and [ finish to say that literary and critical
movement was spread across all Algeria , and that its authors addressed various
literary and critical matters appeared in their era, adding

some terminology, and considering many other issues that were unclear.



The dissertation is closed by an appendix containing the most popular writers
who  had their literary mark in that period followed by a list of sources

and references and a detailed table of contents.

Lastly but not least, I’ve to thank my great teacher Mohamed Mortad who
filled me with his care and gave me the benefit of his knowledge, this is why he
deserves all my respect and my appreciation , May Allah repay him and watch

over him.

Therefore, I put my utmost efforts in the hands of the jury members whom I
would like to thank for reading and correcting this dissertation, so my first aim is
to achieve a good research, but if it is not the case I probably didn’t do my best, |

know that I can’t attain perfectness and that Allah is the most perfect.

May God help me succeed!

Tlemcen, on 11/6/2017.

Choumissa Benmeddah



Conclusion

When I launched into this adventure, I had some questions that conducted
me to attain the search goal which is bringing to light literary and critical writing
in Algeria from its foundation to the end of the sixth century of the Hegira, and
giving regard to its authors who made significant efforts with the aim of

founding a literary and critical movement, as well as that of the Middle East.
To conclude, these are the main results and conclusions of the survey :

- It seems that the literary movement in Algeria during this time period passed
through tree periods that made it qualified to reach material maturity and
cognitive blooming.

- The first phase : was the period of cultural emergence beginning from the
Islamic conquest and ending at the Aghlab state. In that time the Algerian
literature was just born, this is why we can’t find any cultural or literary
personality that can be studied. This era was of a religious nature influenced
by religious sciences like Figh, Exegesis and Hadith...

- For the second phase , it was the period of the cultural renascence that started
from the Aghlab state and ended by its collapse at the end of the third century
of the Hegira. This period was rich and fertile with its several scholars and
scientists because the Aghlab state encouraged the freedom of thought and
literary creativity, it was the era of cultural revolution and political awareness
that reoriented literature effectively. This new reorientation was sometimes
agreeable for the Fatimid conquerors and against them another times and this
revolution was the distinctive determinant between the periods . Besides, the
Rustum era saw an active cultural movement that Algeria had never known
before in both science and literature.

- The remarkable point in studying the authors of this period is that their culture
was religious, almost all poets and writers were Islamic jurists or orators, for

the reason that the religious culture and courses were the most appreciated,



however the literary study was secondary and complementary, this is why we
find a lot of religious jurists and few poets and writers.

- The last phase was the period of cultural blooming, it commenced by the
foundation of the Fatimid state and ended with the collapse of Beni Ziri state.
The cultural and literary movement had seen an intense activity. Despite its
political issues, Algeria was very advanced in this domain, the artistic
community has seen a large list of erudites in Fikh, Hadith, exegesis, poetry,
prose and scientific studies.

- In the Hamadit era, the cultural movement was more active, the number of
Islamic jurists, Sufis and authors increased. Competing with their cousins
Beni Ziri in Mehdia and Karaouine, the Hamadits encouraged the science and
scientists , this is why it is known as the golden age.

- The extension of Beni Hillal in all of Algeria had an important impact on the
cultural life, the dialect of Beni Hillal tribes had its influence on Berber
language which was dominant on the Arabic language. The operation of
arabization was pushed by the interchange all along many centuries,
consequently the Arabic language was spread in almost all Algeria at that
period.

- The literary and critical movement in this period was pushed by the cultural
centers installed in the East, West and Center of Algeria like Tihirt, M’sila,
Castle of Beni Hamad, Bejaia, Tlemcen, Biskra, Ghardaia and Adrar, and
other centers which contributed in extending culture and enriching the literal
intellectual movement.

-In addition, this land encouraged many scientists who were interested in
scientific research, these travellers made great efforts for scientific acquisition
and knowledge exchange, they took benefit from the Middle East knowledge
and Andalusian travellers coming in their country. Therefore, their knowledge

and science were growing by their contact with erudite and teachers from



different cities and by setting up relations that connected countries and
generations.

-The Algerian culture focused on the cognitive and translative sciences
through these famous scholars, thus literature grew quantitatively , but
qualitatively it still imitated the Eastern school, its authors were gifted in
different prosaic writings like friendly letters, official letters, speeches and
testaments. Besides, their writing was not rhetorical , but after it had seen a
remarkable improvement, and writers started to use rhetoric and assonance in
their compositions.

-The creative innovation in the Algerian prose particularly and Arabic
literature in general was the Manamas art created by Rokn Eddine Alwahrani
(575 of the Hegira ), it was a great writing style with a great artistic value,
however it had been neglected by scholars. Alwahrani imitated “Forgiveness
Message” of Abi Alaa Almaari regarding the subject of the Manama that was
about a journey in the other world, but Alwahrani followed a new literary
style that was ironic with a complicated way of narrating, and its events
unfolded in a mystic space where time disappeared and images flied away.

- The poetry in that era was the most prominent, many poets were outstanding
with differing degrees, there was among them authors princes, poets jurists
and poets authors. In the Hamadit era, poetry was widespread because it was
used as an advertising medium by the governors of that time, this is why its
subjects were widened and its purposes were varied like
description, praise, satire, erotism, invocation , adjuration , ascetism
and mysticism. Poetry was like an artistic identity card that revealed the poets
talents and determined their identity.

- In the poetic movement went hand in hand with the critical movement, which
means that the reviewer was in reaction with poetry regarding its environment
and circumstances. It’s obvious that literary criticism in Algeria had known a

huge propagation in the fifth and sixth centuries, so the Algerian reviewers,



despite their fewness, left an important critical heritage, among the most
known books on criticism I mention “Elmumtia” of Elnehshali, “Elumdda”
“Elkeradda” “Elanmoudaj” of Ibn Rashiq.

- The critical movement was limited at the beginning on just repeating the same
topics already treated by the Eastern antecedents, they studied many books on
criticism and popular reviewers like Ibn Islem, Ibn Kutaeba, Kudama Ibn
Jaafar, Alamidi, Aljurjani. But after they became literarily independent and
reconsidered many concepts and critical subjects of that time period, and they
rejected the idea of regionalism of poetry and encouraged internationalism
and generalization in order to be eternal and endless, which means clearly that
they were smartly aware of all criticism issues of that time period.

- They disagreed with the first reviewers having a conciliatory vision in all
critical issues, this is what we noticed particularly in some issues like ‘word
and meaning’, ‘the old and the new’, ‘the literary plagiarism’ which were
serious subjects about which reviewers opinions diverged, but the opinions of
Algerian reviewers — Abdelkarim Alnahshali and his student Ibn Rashik
Almessili — about these matters converged because they resulted from the
same conception of their reality.

- Their writings in all matters were characterized by precision, clarity and
gradation in critical judgments, which made their methodology easy without
ambiguity or vagueness, and they were able to add new ideas blooming the
critical movement, (Alomda) was the most important book in poetry and
prosody studying deeply criticism, and according to Ibn Khaldoun no one
wrote like Ibn Rashiq neither before nor after, thus he carved out a place for
himself in the literary scene being exceptional and unique because he had a
deeper vision and a larger horizon than others, he analysed the literary
phenomena and justified them in a logical way by returning to the origin and

the cause of everything which made of him unique.



-We’ve exposed the critical currents of that period that reviewers followed in
their critical readings of the creative writings, among these approaches there are
the ethical approach, sensual approach and psychological interpretation. The
principle on which these approaches relayed is that literature is not mirror of
something else but it is a separate linguistic world.

- Thus, Algerian reviewers could lead an integral critical movement giving to the
Arabic literature great efforts no less important than that of the Middle East.

-In conclusion, the Algerian literary production did not come from nothing, it
was created from both of old heritage and new movement, it had an artistic
qualities coming from different environments and periods, which made it more
consistent to compete the other literatures like the Middle East literature.

- And even if this subject is wide-open, I’ve done my best to reveal the literary
and critical movement in Algeria from the foundation until the end of the sixth
century of the Hegira, and I consider this dissertation as a partial attempt leaving

the door open for anyone who wants to enrich it

‘My succour 1is only with Allah. In Him have I put my

trust, and to Him do I always turn.’
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