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I_ ibid p 338.
2_ ibid p 339.
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I_ ibid p 338.
2_ ibid p 339.
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L ibid p 338.
2_ ibid p 339.
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I_ ibid p 338.
2_ ibid p 339.
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I_ ibid p 340.
2_ibid p 341.
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- ibid p 340.
2- ibid p 341.
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I_ ibid p 340.
2_ibid p 341.
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I_ ibid p 340.
2_ibid p 341.
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IBN AL-KHATIB

39 Ibn al-Khatib

May the rain cloud be bountiful to you when the rain cloud
pours, O time of love union in al-Andalus!

Union with you is now but a dream during drowsiness, or the
deceit perpetrated by a deceiver.

When Time leads to the dispersion of hopes we transcribe the
writing as they have traced it,

Being dispersed alone and in pairs [answering a call] like as the
Meccan places of pilgrimage beckon the pilgrims.

Yet the rain once filled the garden with radiance so that the
mouths of the flowers smiled in it.

And an-Nu‘mdn related traditions on the authority of M@’ as-
Sama’, as Malik related traditions on the authority of Anas.
For beauty clothed [the anemone] in a varicolored garment
whereby it glories in the most splendid clothing.

On certain nights which would have concealed love's sccret
with [their] darkness, were it not for the suns of brightness,
During which the star of the cup set and then rose again straight
on its journey, good omened in its path,

There was a desirable situation whose only defect was that it
passed by [swift as] a glance.

When sleep had been pleasant awhile, or as dawn intrudes
upon [one] with the intrusion of police officers,

The bright stars carried us away or perhaps the eyes of the
narcissus left an impression on us.

What thing of man’s has ever been pure that the garden should
have been empowered [to possess purity]?

In it the flowers seize the opportune moments that are safe
from the hated thing they fear;

39. Source: Jaudat ar-Rikabi, Fi l-adab al-Andalusi (Cairo, 1960), pp. 333-337.
Form: muwashshaha.
Meter: ramal Rhyme: a-b-a-b-a-b m-n-m-n

This muwashshaha was composed in imitation of the one by Ibn Sahl,

the first two lines of which it uses as a kharja. It was addressed to Muhammad V
of Granada,

6. An-Nu'man 11l was king of Hira in pre-Islamic times. Also, shagigat

an-nu'man, ‘the red anemone, peony.’ M&* as-Samd’ was the mother of al-
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IBN AL-KHATIB

I5

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

So, when the water and the pebbles murmured to one another
and every sincere friend spoke in confidence with his friend,
You would observe that the rose, being annoyed out of jealousy
had clad itself with that wherewith it is clad, out of anger;
And you would see that the myrtle, understanding well because
of its sound judgment, was stealthily listening with the two
sharp ears of a horse.

O beloved members of the tribe of Wadi I-Ghada, in my heart
there is a place where you may be found!

An ample breadth has been all too narrow to contain my love
for you, hence I do not mind its rising from the place in which
it has set.

So restore the bond of a friendship that has passed, that you
may free your slave from his grief,

And fear God by reviving a passion-torn man whose soul has
been reduced to nought in its sighs,

One who has devoted his heart exclusively to you out of nobility
of soul. Surely you are not pleased by the perishing of those
things devoted exclusively [to love]?

Yet in my heart there is something that draws near to you by
ever renewed hopes, though it is far;

There is a moon whose place of setting causes the pining misery
in it to rise, although he [the moon] is happy.

A well doer or an evildoer are equally exposed to a promise
or a threat in loving him.

Intensely white and black of eye; honey sweet of deep red lips,
he passed through the soul like a life-giving breath;

He aimed the arrow, and killed [his game] on the spot, when
he shot at my heart the arrow of a lion crushing its prey.
Even though he was unjust and hope was deceived, the heart of
the lover still melts with desire,

For he is the first beloved of the soul; there is no offense
attaching to any beloved in [true] love.

His order is executed in all its strength, fully obeyed in chests
and hearts which he has first worn out.

16. Le., its red color.
17. Le., its leaves are likened to horses ears.
18. WadiI-Ghada, the *vale of the tamarisks,” is a place in northern Arabia

called Buwaira (cf, Yaqat, MuSam al-bulddn [Cairo, 1906-1907], I, 765). Here it
appears to represent the Genil, the river of Granada,
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24, The “moon™ is the beloved.
25. Le., love for this “moon™ is so strong that it voids the distinction
between the virtuous and the sinful.
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43, "“The namesake of the Elect,” i.e., Muhammad V, namesake of Mu-

hammad the Prophet,

45. The Nasrid house was the dynasty ruling Granada. It claimed Qaisite

ancestry.
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IBN AL-KHATIB

48 Lo, in this wise, O descendant of the eminent Ansdr who, if
you stumble, it is Time itself that forgives your lapse,

49 A young woman whom beauty had clothed as in a mul@,
dazzling the eye with her brightness and sheen,

50 Imitated in words, meaning, and literary adornments the
composition of one whom love had caused to speak so that
he declared:

51 *“Does the fawn of al-Himi know that he has kindled the heart
of a lover in which he dwelt?

52 So that it is burning and throbbing, just like the firebrand
teased by the east wind?""

48, The Ansir were the “helpers” of the Prophet, i.e.,, his Medinan
collaborators.

49. The muld® was a blue and white striped cotten garment worn by
women of low social status (cf. Dozy, 11, 609-610).
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Mundhir and grandmother of Nu'man, Ma® as-Sam&® literally means ‘the
water of heaven.' Milik ibn Anas was a Medinese doctor and the founder of the
Milikite rite. Thus the secondary meaning of the verse is: ‘the red anemone
derived its beauty from the rain with the same assurance as the traditions handed
down from father to son."

8. The “suns™ are beautiful faces.

11. For haras, * police officers,’ cf. Dozy, I, 270.
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IBN AL-KHATIB

31 He has made the glance be his judge, so it judged with authority,
showing no fear, [by having no mercy on] weak souls, of Him
who

32 Exacts justice for the wronged from him who has committed
the wrong, and requites both the just and the oppressor.

33 What is wrong with my heart? Whenever the East wind blows,
a renewed feast of yearning returns to it;

34 [A feast] bringing on anxiety for [my heart] as well as ex-
haustion, yet it is eager for more torments.

35 God's words regarding it were inscribed in [His] Register:
“Truly my punishment is terrible indeed.”

36 Itisa burning inside my ribs that has been stirred up [burning
like] a fire among dry stubble.

37 1t leaves none but the last remnants of life in my soul, like as
the dawn lingers on after the last remnants of the night.

38 Submit, O soul, to the dictates of Fate, and live now in repen-
tance and contrition,

39 And put aside all remembrance of a time that was spent in the
granting of a favor now finished as well as in reproof.

40 And shift your speech to the benevolent lord, who is inspired
by the succor in the prototype of the Book,

41 The noble in issue and in origin, the lion of the saddle and the
full moon of the assembly,

42 To whom victory has been revealed as the Revelation was
revealed by the Blessed Spirit,

43 The elect of God, the namesake of the Elect, al-Ghani bi-llah
“the satisfied with God™ to the exclusion of everyone else.

44 He who, when he has sworn an oath, fulfills it; and when he
has embarked upon an enterprise, concludes it successfully.

45 It suffices him to descend from Qais ibn Sa“d, in a place where
the Nasrid house is lofty in its columns;

46 Where the Nasrid house is rendered inaccessible in its pro-
tected places, harvested in its excellence; pure in its source of
origin.

47 And affection constitutes a heavy shadow pitched like a
[protecting tent], while moisture speeds toward the thing that
was planted.

32. The Arabic source reads yunsifu which makes no sense in this context.
35. Cf. Koran 14:7.

40. ILe., the heavenly prototype of the Koran.

42, The *Blessed Spirit™ is the Angel Gabriel.
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48. The Ansdr were the “helpers” of the Prophet, i.e., his Medinan

collaborators.

49. The mula® was a blue and white slnped cotten garment worn by

women of low social status (cf. Dozy, 11, 609-610).
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51. This line and the following constitute the kharja quoted from the

muwashshaha by 1bn Sahl (33).
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Abstract

This study explores the translation of a poetic text from Andalusian heritage,
characterized by a complex musical and aesthetic structure. It seeks to understand the extent
to which translation can convey these features without compromising the soul of the original
text. Through both theoretical and practical analysis, it becomes evident that translating this
type of poetry goes beyond rendering meaning; it requires creative and cultural awareness
to reshape the text in a way that preserves its artistic impact in the target language.

The study concludes that while some aesthetic elements can be transferred, others are
inevitably lost, making poetry translation a unique artistic .endeavor

Keywords: Literary Translation, Poetry Translation, Andalusian Muwashshah, Musical
Rhythm, Rhythmic Structure , Literal and Interpretive Translation .

Résumé

Cette étude porte sur la traduction d’un texte poétique issu du patrimoine andalou,
caractéris€ par une structure musicale et esthétique complexe. Elle cherche a comprendre
dans quelle mesure la traduction peut transmettre ces spécificités sans altérer I’ame du texte
original. A travers une analyse a la fois théorique et pratique, il apparait que la traduction
de ce type de poésie dépasse le simple transfert du sens : elle exige une conscience créative
et culturelle pour reformuler le texte de maniére a en préserver I’impact artistique dans la
langue cible. L’étude conclut que certains éléments esthétiques peuvent étre transmis, tandis
que d’autres se perdent in€vitablement, faisant de la traduction poétique un acte artistique a
part entiere.

Mots-clés : Traduction littéraire, Traduction poétique, Muwashshah andalou, Rythme
musical, Structure rythmique, Traduction littérale et interprétative.
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