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Summary:

The story "Tigers on the Tenth Day" by Syrian writer Tamer Zakaria reveals the depth of the
oppression and tyrannical authority that was prevalent in Syrian reality.In which it depicts, in
a precise symbolic style, the nature of the domination imposed on individuals and how their
will is gradually taken away from them, not only through physical violence, but also through
continuous psychological pressures that weaken them and push them to surrender. The story
highlights the silence and submission of the people, as it shows the crowds as passive
spectators unable to confront, which reinforces the image of collective helplessness in the face
of tyranny.The author illustrates how symbols, such as the tiger and the tamer, are used to
embody the relationship between the ruler and the ruled, In light of a political and social
reality where freedom is absent, and opposing voices are suppressed, leading to a double
tragedy: the tragedy of an individual who is subjugated and the tragedy of a silent people

Keywords: short story, Tamer Zakaria, Tigers on the Tenth Day, political symbol, semiotics,
tyranny, Syrian literature




