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ABSTRACT 

 

 The increasing interaction with people from other cultures has 

brought interest and human concern. So, the knowledge of cultural 

issues has become a necessity to build long lasting relationships. 

In this vein, many countries, including Algeria, recognize the 

importance of teaching culture to develop intercultural 

understanding and foster global peace. In our case, the teaching of 

civilization in the EFL department is one of the modules that foster 

the teaching of culture. However, this module has always been 

taught as a history. The result is that the connection between 

culture and language, as present in ethnographic approach, is 

neglected. The purpose of this study is to investigate how the 

course of Anglo-Saxon civilization is taught at the English 

department of Saida. It tries to find out if teachers of civilization 

emphasize the teaching of culture practices, and if they benefit 

from the various methods and techniques that help raising the 3rd 

EFL learners’ cultural awareness. The study uses a mixed method 

approach in which both qualitative and quantitative methods to be 

used to analyze the data collection. This includes questionnaire for 

the 3rd year students, classroom observation, and teachers’ 

interview. The study conclude that students’ awareness can be 

raised through teaching the Anglo-Saxon civilization provided that 

the teachers benefit from the available materials such as 

technology, and if they use different  teaching techniques such as 

project based teaching.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

  Today, intercultural education has become a major goal in 

foreign language teaching and learning. The importance of 

developing learners’ intercultural communicative competence has 

resulted from the needs for helping them acquiring intercultural 

skills for cross-cultural communication in which they may 

encounter linguistic and cultural barriers. This, in return, entails 

the inclusion of culture in language teaching, and asserts that the 

teaching of language and the teaching of culture are naturally 

connected and cannot be separated.  

 Therefore, integrating culture in foreign language teaching has 

been rapidly developed. This is due to the fact that the acquisition 

of linguistic knowledge alone is insufficient for promoting 

intercultural learning. When learners study language, they study 

the culture of its people spontaneously.  

 This can be shown in the framework of the LMD reform, which 

gives importance to cultural subjects in the foreign language study 

programmes. In Algeria’s EFL departments, for example, 

civilisation programme is part of culture studies. Undergraduate 

students are exposed to British, American and African civilisation 

courses, which are supposed to enlarge their knowledge of culture 

in general, by opening up new perspectives and areas of study. 

Moreover, it should help them to develop intercultural 

understanding, and ultimately prepare them to be global citizen. 

  However, the civilisation course usually focuses only on 

conventional views of historical facts. This is based on the belief 

that one can understand the culture of certain people through the 

study of their history. This limited understanding; however, 

usually leads to the neglect of teaching civilisation as a cultural 

subject, especially if we consider that teachers themselves are not 
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specialised in teaching history. For this reason, students are 

prevented from understanding the culture of Anglo-Saxon people in 

a proper way.  

 Therefore, and after considering this problem, an investigation is 

carried out to find out if a civilisation course is taught as a history 

for the third year LMD students, who are specialised in literature 

and civilisation studies, at the English Department at Saida 

University. In order to find answers, the following questions are 

formulated: 

- Do teachers of Anglo-Saxon civilisation emphasise the teaching 

of culture? 

- Do teachers of Anglo-Saxon civilisation make use of teaching 

techniques and materials that can help raising students’ 

cultural awareness? 

These questions, in return, led the researcher to assume the 

following hypotheses:  

- Teachers of Anglo-Saxon civilisation usually focus on 

conventional views of historical facts. 

- Teaching techniques with teaching materials that are used by 

teachers of Anglo-Saxon civilisation do not considerably help in 

raising students’ cultural awareness. 

 This research aims at investigating if teachers of Anglo-Saxon 

civilisation give importance to the teaching of culture to the third 

year LMD students at the English Department at Saida University. 

It also aims at finding the teaching methods and materials that are 

used for teaching civilisation. This research has also minor 

objectives, which are first to know the hindrances that may not 

help for teaching culture through the course of civilisation, and 

second to highlight some effective teaching methods and materials 

that can help in raising students’ cultural awareness. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURE IN LANGUAGE TEACHING 

             

 This chapter sheds light on the importance of culture in 

language teaching and learning, especially through civilization. It 

provides a brief definition of the term culture in language teaching, 

which is defined differently by different theorist. It also discusses 

what is meant by cultural awareness which is the aim of the 

research.  

 As the problematic is that the civilization course is usually 

taught as history, the chapter gives first an explanation to the 

dichotomy of civilization and culture across history. It tries to 

explain that teaching civilization is about teaching a large amount 

of culture as well. 

 To prove the importance of culture in language teaching, it is a 

must to provide an insight on the interrelationship between 

language and culture which has been proved by various foreign 

language theorists and educators who justify this connectedness. 

Teaching culture today is not important only for the learners, but it 

very important at the governmental level as well. With the changes 

has been brought by the globalization forces, teaching culture 

becomes an educational goal that is regarded as a way of achieving 

intercultural understanding. Therefore, the goal of education is 

another unites in this chapter. 

 Ways of teaching culture is also discussed in this chapter. This 

includes methodology and materials. To help learners achieve a 

good cultural knowledge, different approaches are suggested, 

especially approaches that are based on comparative study of 

culture: intercultural, cross-cultural, and comparative approaches 

Finally, the success of raising cultural awareness depends on the 

teacher skills to provide a better atmosphere and innovative 
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methods and materials. In this sense, the chapter deals with the 

role of teachers in teaching culture which is extremely important.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

LEARNING SITUATION IN THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

 

 This chapter deals with learning situation in the English 

department of Saida. It first explains what is meant by civilization 

learning, which is, according to many theorists, about learning a 

large amount of culture, not only history. 

 It also mentions the objectives of teaching civilization, which is 

apparently about developing learners linguistic and cultural 

knowledge. Learners should cope with new vocabularies and items 

that help them to discuss cultural issues. Therefore, culture is part 

of the course. 

 This chapter also describes learning situation in the department 

of English. An explanation of the LMD system is provided so that to 

know how the programme of civilization works in the department 

and what are its objectives within this new system. 

After providing some data about both teachers and students in the 

department, the chapter moves to discuss the teaching materials 

trying to analyze their contents and their relevance of teaching 

culture 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY, DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

 

 This chapter deals with the practical side of this research. It is 

conducted to the 3rd year EFL students. The purpose of the 

research is to investigate how the course of Anglo-Saxon 

civilization is taught; do teachers of civilization discuss cultural 

issues during the course, and the different methods used by them. 

The study relies on a mixed method approach in which both 

qualitative and quantitative methods to be used to analyze the data 

collection.  

 Research instruments to be used in this study include 

questionnaire, classroom observation, and interview. The gathered 

information from the collected data seeks to answer the following 

questions: 

-     Do teachers of civilization stress upon the culture practices of 

the people who are being taught? 

-   if the teachers of Anglo-Saxon  civilization benefit from the 

available materials and resources that  guarantee the knowledge of 

culture? 

 

Students’ questionnaire:  

 The students’ questionnaire is used to gather either qualitative 

or quantitative data. It is designed for the 3rd year EFL students at 

the University of Saida. The result from the questionnaire is used 

to describe the students’ attitude and opinion toward learning the 

Anglo-Saxon civilization.  

Teachers’ interviews: 

 Interviewing is a common means in collecting qualitative data, 

involving person to person encounter in which one person elicits 
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information from another. The main purpose of an interview is to 

obtain a special kind of information from the teachers of Anglo-

Saxon civilization, which cannot be obtained from other methods. 

The interview allows finding out things that could not be directly 

observed (Patton, cited by Merriam, 1998). The questions will be 

the same for all the participants.  

Teachers’ observation: 

 Classroom observation will be designed in order to observe how 

Anglo-Saxon civilization course is taught, and how they manage 

time to cover as much as possible of any special events. It also 

seeks to find what techniques and methods are used by the 

teachers. The information gathered from the observations is used 

to describe the teachers’ activities in the classroom in term of 

teaching culture and what methods and materials are used. It also 

tries to find what problems/ limitation they face during the giving 

the lessons. 

 Therefore, the observation will be divided into two parts: each 

part takes three sessions of observation. 

 The first part, the researcher seeks to find out the method of 

teaching the course; if they teach the course as a history, or do 

they give importance to the teaching of culture; if cultural 

differences are discussed. 

 In the second, the researcher tries to observe the methods and 

techniques are used in teaching the course. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The researcher provides some suggestions for the improvement 

of the teaching of Anglo-Saxon civilisation, and for better 

integration of culture through the course. Due to the overloaded 

curriculum and lack of time to cover all the cultural aspects 

including factual and procedural knowledge, the researcher 

recommends reconsideration of the content which is not appealing 

to students. The researcher recommends also engaging students in 

individual researches through the use of Project Based Learning, 

and the use of video segments to support teachers’ lectures and 

students’ presentations of their projects. This chapter also offers 

an overview of the role of both teachers and learners when using 

Project-Based Learning and video materials. Finally, this chapter 

explains the cultural themes can be taught, and how can be 

presented through students’ projects and video materials.   

   

I- Reconsideration of the Content 

 Students usually feel that the civilisation course is boring 

because the content of this course is more historical and is taught 

as history. It lacks many cultural aspects; therefore, the historical 

part has to be reduced to allow the addition of many cultural 

elements (family, beliefs, scientific and artistic achievements), and 

finally, civilisation has to focus on nowadays issues. Therefore, this 

course can be easier and attractive when is taught thematically, 

because teaching thematically allows all students to enjoy the 

course.  
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 I.1- Teaching Anglo-Saxon Civilisation through Themes  

 While culture of any particular people can be lost when it is 

taught through using the traditional chronological approach, the 

thematic approach has its own inner dynamic and can help 

students develop more cultural knowledge on more than one topic.  

 Therefore, a better approach would not be to try to teach 

civilisation in term of history, as it is the case now, but rather to 

take some themes as the content, and then put the focus on using 

these themes to teach the elements of intercultural competence, as 

it is proposed by Byram (1997) book’ ‘Teaching and Assessing 

intercultural Competence’. For example, one theme would be 

'Education in England or in America',  and then followed by some 

of the ideas described by Mayes and Duffy which are described in 

Byram (2001)’ book 'Developing Intercultural Competence in 

Practice'. 

 The crucial elements would be learning skills, learning some 

facts but only as examples and being able to use those skills to 

investigate and compare other aspects of culture in Anglo-Saxon 

culture.  

 This approach is more suitable for third year students as they 

are specialised in civilisation study. Teaching civilisation 

historically and chronologically can be taught in their first and 

second year of study where they can learn some basic historical 

events. Once they are taught about some significant historical 

events, it is suitable then to help them understand other aspects 

that have not been taught. 

 

II- Reconsideration of the Way of Teaching  

 Developing learners’ intercultural understanding has become a 

major goal in teaching a foreign language. There is a need to 

develop learners’ intercultural competence, train their empathy, 
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encourage their curiosity, and provide them with an appropriate 

learning environment that reflects their interest and motivation. 

 However, the actual way of teaching civilisation does not lead to 

the integration of culture in a proper way, and the development of 

the intercultural skills is difficult in a teacher-dominated learning 

environment, where there is little interaction between the teacher 

and students. The way of teaching should then be reconsidered.  

 To develop the essential skills for intercultural understanding, 

there are more and more strategies that can engage learners in 

active learning situations and enforce learners’ centeredness. The 

use of Project-Based learning, for example, can provide 

opportunities for learners to apply their knowledge, relate and 

compare it with other cultural backgrounds, and enable them to 

reflect on their attitudes.  

 The fact is that one of the aims of LMD reform is to encourage 

individual work and promote learning autonomy. Therefore, this 

method seems more promising as it engages students in interactive 

learning situations and promotes communication skills.   

 

II-1- Teaching through Project-Based Learning 

 The quest to enhance students’ learning outcome is reflected 

with the introduction of different methods that seek to engage 

learners actively in the learning process. These methods are 

generally based on tasks and problem-solving activities. These 

methods also aim at involving learners in interactive learning 

situations in order to develop their skills and knowledge.  

  In order to promote active learning, Project-Based Learning (PBL) 

approach is strongly recommended for the LMD students. PBL is 

students-centred approach and an instructional strategy that 

engages students in investigating real world issues and solving 

problems that cannot be answered in regular teaching.  
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III- Reconsideration of the Teaching Materials 

 Materials used for teaching do not reflect students’ interest. 

Today’s generation are visually oriented and they expect the same 

approach in class. Using technology materials proves to be the 

more adequate and appealing to students. 

 

III.1- The Use of Technology 

 

 Today’s world is visually oriented. These visual images ranging 

from TV, films, video clips, computer, to internet that capture the 

audiences in the fields of entertainments, in business, government, 

and other fields of education, as well. So, as today’s generations 

are daily users of these technological devices, it becomes easy to 

deal with them in the educational settings.  

 Furthermore, the traditional approaches of teaching have been 

criticised on that they always focus on fixed bodies of information, 

and students are only recipients of knowledge. 
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