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Teaching a foreign language:

Evaluation and self evaluation

Abstract:

Teaching a foreign language requires a wide range of elements which are
situations and « planned and graded according to particular approaches<selected
levels.

The organization of these elements takes place within the releam what is
the teacher and the <known as the educational situation (i.e.) the learner
materials. This study attempts to shed light on the educational factors and to
focus on evaluation and self evaluation.

Factors influencing teaching

«Creating a good atmosphere to teach a foreign language is a complicated
demanding and many-sided task. The purpose of this study is to describe some
of the points which a teacher or a course writer has to bear in mind as he sets
about his work .Moreover it is a set of advice or recommendation intended for
teachers to make a judgment or an evaluation after a teaching session as self

evaluation.

«The first point is that a language teaching course is a pedagogical problem
although it is obviously sensible to seek help and advice from specialist in
the choices and decisions that we make are « psychology and so on«linguistics
and the wisdom or otherwise of these <our own responsibility as teachers
decisions can be seen only in the results we obtain from our pupils.

Our task is to produce good teaching materials to learn quickly and well and
make the teacher’s job as interesting and profitable as possible.
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who the learner < we should ask ourselves<As a first step towards this goal
iIs? And why is he learning a foreign language? Then we can decide how much
and how well he should be taught to achieve this aim.

« the teacher<In any educational situation there are three factors: the learner
and the materials.

there is the fourth factor « because learning is taking place«<In such a situation
of time.

The learner is a member of a community which has certain views about the
purpose of teaching languages and the role that language teaching fulfils in the
general system of education.

the loaded programmes <Some factors such as the complexity of the syllabus
the time devoted for teaching language influence the language <and subjects
teaching.

Many teachers may have no access to their lesson plans; many learners
might not be of the right age to enjoy games or activities. Every teacher has such
factors to consider and every teacher is in a unique teaching situation.

When the teacher really feels he knows his students the potentials and
limitations of the place of learning and the exact stage in the language teaching
(T/L) sequence he is aiming at them he will be able to choose the appropriate
medium and decide on how well it should be use various socio-cultural factors
must be taken into account in the choice of contexts situation and audio- visual
materials.

The teacher must judge for himself at which point his teaching fulfills the
on the other hand at which point the materials happen to ¢learners' need s
coincide with the pupils level and needs.

For these reasons and factors some questions are raised: what to teach?
How well to teach? And how to evaluate? What are the bad and good teaching
points?
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to this «<This study attempts to tackle these question and self evaluation

several contributions of scholars and researchers in this scope would be <end
pointed.

<Evaluation is not a recent science .lt has been used for controlling
sellectionning and certifying .Its result is success or failure.

Nowadays evaluation is put into practice in order to correct errors and to
remedy.

evaluation has some objectives to be ¢ As any kind of scientific research
accomplished in the teacher’s formation plan.

it encourages teachers to integrate them in the pedagogical <First of all
activity.

To sensible them to the concept of evaluation and its goals:
Evaluation and assessment:
defines evaluation as:"Brown"1-

the systematic collection and analysis of all relevant information necessary "
to promote the improvement of a curriculum and assess its effectiveness and
efficiency as well as the participants attitudes within the context of the

! "particular institutions involved

frequently confusion between the concepts evaluation and <However
assessment takes place.

they should not be used."Numan "According to
To me there is a clear distinction between the two concepts.

Assessment refers to the procedures and process whereby we determine "
what learners are able to do in the target language. We may or may not

' Brown Gd.Language programme Evaluation .a synthesis of existing possibilities

«n Johnson :rk The second Language curriculum cup (1989;p 223
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assume that such abilities have brought about by a program of processes which

may not include assessment data!

Assessment is subsumed by evaluation and evaluation cannot be resumed
while assessment is mainly concerned with one <to assessment indeed
evaluation is «component of the educational situation (i.e.: the leaner)
or formal cinstitutionalization; it means the creation of institutions
to control it and often <organizations to promote its development to direct it
eventually to monopolize it)".

We distinguish two types of evaluation:

Summative and formative evaluation:

Formative evaluation takes place during the running of a program or a
curriculum. The main objective is to collect data which are going to be used to
improve the curriculum and its contents.

«Summative evaluation occurs at the end of a teaching session or period
that is say when a program has been fulfilled.

In this case information is gathered to see whether the program has been
successful.

timing and ¢ suggests that we consider differences in terms of focus"Long"
purpose.

Formative evaluation focuses on factors like attitudes towards curricula
innovations and usability of new elements in the instructional materials
assesses the strengths and limitations of a new program during its
development and implementation and seek data (with a view toward modifying
"a program as it is being implemented or formed (hence formative)®

" Nisbet. J . curriculum Evaluation in context (n Skibeck M ed (Evaluating the
curriculum 1in the 80 s 6 Hodder and S tonghton (1987.p166.

*Long. Processes and Product in ESL program evaluation: in TESOL Quarterly;
Vol 18:3. 1984 p417.
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Summative evaluation measures students’ achievements raking into

effectiveness takes place after the development <«account factors such as cost
and implementation process is complete and attempt to summaries (hence

Lon implemented ssummative ) the results of a program

Self evaluation:

the ability of a teacher to "self evaluation is< Adrian Doff"A ccording to
judge his or her own teaching honestly and to see how much learning is taking
they need to observe ¢<place in the class. For teachers to evaluate themselves
«themselves. They can do this indirectly by careful planning before the lesson
"followed by reflection after the lesson on what took place.’

the materials he <Teaching is a tree-way relationship between the teacher

or she is using (e.g. the textbook) and the students. When observing teaching

(or evaluating our own teaching) it is useful to focus on one aspect of this

relationship at a time. For examples of categories which can be used in
see activity2.<observation

so we can only judge <The purpose of teaching is to help students to learn
teaching by seeing how well students succeed in learning. The teacher can
improve students’ chances of learning by:

: the classroom climate is affected by " climate"-Creating a good classroom
how ¢ e.g. how he or she deals with errors<teacher’s own attitude and behavior
how much he or she uses English in the lesson.<he or she controls the class

and recognizing that ¢«-Being sensitive to the needs of individual learners
each student has different needs problems.

" Ibid; p417.
® Adrian DofF Teach English.a training course for teachers .Cambridge
University Press 1995.p138.
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e.g.by «So the teacher should try to find out more about each student

and by finding time to talk to ¢<getting them to talk and write about themselves
students outside the class.

Good and bad teaching

1-try to agree on five important characteristics of good teaching. Write
them down.

b- ¢ d- e-.ee-a
2-now choose the one you think is most important.

3-evaluate yourself. How far are these five characteristics true of your own
teaching?

Bad teaching

1-try to agree on five important characteristics true of bad teaching. Write
them down.

b- ¢ d- e-............-a
2-choose the one you think is most harmful.

3-evaluate yourself. How far are these five characteristics true of your own
teaching?

Categories for observation

A Teaching procedure

B Use of teaching aids

C Involvement of the class
D teacher’s personality

E Command of English

Look at the questions below
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- Which category does each question belong to? Write a letter beside the

- How important is each question? Write a number from O(=not

question.

important) to 5(=very important)

categ

ory

How
important

1-Is the aim of the lesson clear?

2-Does to teacher write clearly on the board?

3-Do students participate actively in the lesson?

4-Does the teacher do variety of activities?

5-Are the stages of the lesson clear

6-Does the teacher have clear pronunciation?

7-Does the teacher smile often?

8-Does the teacher use visuals appropriately?

9-Does the teacher speak naturally?

10-Does the teacher encourage students to ask
guestions?

11-Does the teacher encourage real use of language?

12-Does the teacher seem interested in the lesson?

Classroom climate

Look at these statements. Each one describes a teacher’s behaviour in class.
Which of them would have a good effect on the classroom climate?

Which would have a bad effect?

a) The teacher corrects every error.

b) The teacher hardly ever corrects error?

in the ¢ last etc¢ second¢ ¢) The teacher lets students know who is first

d) The teacher praises students who answer correctly.
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e) The teacher criticizes students who repeatedly make mistakes.
f) The teacher punishes students who behave badly.

g) The teacher usually chooses good students to answer.

h) The teacher often chooses weaker students to answer.

I) the teacher uses only English in the lesson.

j)  The teacher mostly uses English in the lesson.

k) The teacher translates everything into the student’s own language.
The students think about one of the classes you have taught.

Are there students who:

- find the lessons very easy?

- have difficulty understanding the lesson?

- are very quiet or unwilling to participate?

- are difficult to control?

- have difficulty seeing or hearing?

- have problems with reading or writing their own language?

Discuss what you could do to help them and keep them involved in the
class

Lesson preparation

and<«Plan a complete lesson. Try to include a variety of activities
To use some of the techniques introduced in this training course.
Include in your plan:

- The aims of the lesson.

- The main stages of activity.
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- Detailed notes for each stage.

Aims and content of the lesson: The lesson may focus on a particular topic

or a skill (e.g. ’going to’ a particular structure (e.g. practice of ¢(e.g. sports)

ask: what should <understanding spoken instructions).When thinking of the aim
the students learn to do in this lesson?

Main stages of the lesson:
Presentation: The teacher presents new words and structures.
Practice: students practise words and structures in a controlled way.

Production: Students use language they have learnt to express themselves
more freely.

(Practice and production can be oral or written).

Reading: Students read a text and answer questions or do a task (e.g.
completing a table).

on cassette or read by the <Listening: Students listen to text or dialogue
teacher.

Self-evaluation sheet

Answer these questions after you have taught the lesson.
Write brief notes on a separate sheet of paper.
Preparation

1. How useful was your lesson plan? Where you able to follow it or did you
have to depart from it during the lesson?

2. What difficulties did you find in planning the lesson?

what changes would you make to <3. Now that you have taught your lesson
the plan for the next time?

Your teaching
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1. How successful the lesson?

2. Which part of the lesson was most successful? Why?

3. Which part of the lesson was least successful? Why?

4. How did you ensure that all the students understood?

5. How much did you use the blackboard? Was it effective?
6. What other aids did you use? Were they effective?

7. Which of the four skills did you develop most?

8. How much did you use the student’s own language? Should you have
<used more or less

9. What aspect of the lesson gave you most difficulty? Why?

10. How was this lesson different from the one you taught before and after
it?

The students

1. What activities did the students enjoy most? Why?

2. What did the students find the most difficult? Why?
why was this?¢<3. Did any students fail to participate? If so

4. What discipline problems were there? What caused them? How did you
deal with them?

5. What advice might the students give you about the lesson?
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First domain:

Difficulties in forming educational objectives: daily and annual planning.

Item

Stron
gly

Agre
e

(1)

Agre

(2)

Neu

tral

3)

Disa
gree

(4)

Stron
gly

Disa
gree

()

| find difficulties to derive the
educational objectives from lesson

content.
I find a difficulty in
distinguishing between general

and specific objectives.

I bhave a difficulty in
formulating the general objective
into specific objectives.

| find a difficulty to form the
educational objectives in the
knowledge field.

| find difficulties in preparing
a daily plan for an English lesson.

| find difficulties in preparing
an annual or a seasonal English
plan.
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| find it difficult to translate
the content of an English lesson
concepts and «nto facts
procedures.

Second Domain :

Difficulties of general objectives and content in teaching English
third and fourth grades.« second«syllabus for the first

Item

Stron
gly

Agree

1)

Agree

(2)

Neu

tral

3)

Disa
gree

(4)

Stro
ngly

Disa
gree

()

| find it difficult to know the
general objectives of teaching
English in middle school.

I find it difficult to know the
specific objectives for each lesson.

The specific objectives of
English lesson can’t measure the
individual‘s differences capacities

290




N A

among pupils.

The general objectives lack of
comprehension in the cognitive
domain.

There Is a lack of
comprehension in the psychomotor
domain  within  the  general

objectives.

The general objectives lack of
comprehension in the affective
domain.

The contents of English
syllabuses don’t concentrate

On the correlation between
literature and society.

The content of English syllabuses

third and fourth « second<for the first

classes don t take into consideration
the pupils’ creative thinking skills.

The contents of English syllabus
are not suitable for individual
differences.

and shapes ¢ pictures<The charts
of first and fourth textbooks are not
clear and suitable for these grades.

The textbooks of English syllabus
for the four grades are not suitable for
relevant literature.
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The contents of English syllabuses
third and fourth « second<for first
grades are not related to other
knowledge branches.

The contents of English syllabuses

for these grades are not suitable for

Algerian educational environment and
traditions.

Third Domain :

Difficulties related to the methods of teaching English.

Item

Stro
ngly

Agree

1)

Agr

(2)

€ee

Neutra

©)

Di
sagre

(4)

Stro

ngly

Disa

gree

()

| find difficulties in linking the
linguistic knowledge with
puppils’needs.

| find difficulties in linking the
linguistic knowledge with pupils
‘needs.

| find difficulties in preparing
educational activities suitable for
pupils’ abilities.

| find difficulties in changing the
methods of teaching in one lesson
according to pupils’ needs and
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capacities.

| find difficulties in selecting the
method of teaching suitable for a
lesson content.

| find difficulties in developing
the pupils’creative thinking.

| find difficulties in developing
pupils’ creative thinking skills.

| find difficulties in mathing the
objectives of teching English with
environmental problems.

| find difficulties in putting a
remedial plan for slow leaners.

| find difficulties in correcting
homework.

| find difficulties in controlling
the verbal interaction inside the
classroom.

Fourth Domain:

Here are some difficulties related to pupils’ evaluation.
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Item

Strong

agree(1)

Agr

ee

(2)

Disa
gree

(4)

Neu
tral

Strongl

)

disagre

e(b)

I find it difficult to link
evaluation with the
educational objectives.

I find difficulties in
designing an  evaluative
teaching which deals with
the teaching learning
process.

I find difficulties in
taking into consideration the
continuity in evaluating.

| find difficulties to
formulate a good question.

| face some difficulties in

analyzing the exam results to

apply them in improving the
methods of teaching.

| find difficulties in
linking the evaluation with
visual aids and <methods
activities to achieve the
objectives.
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service training. Difficulties related to teachers in

Stro
ngly

Agree

1)

Stro
I
Agr Ne Disa gy
ee utral gree
Disagree
) ®3) (4)
(5)

There is a lack of the teacher’s
competency to teach the English
language.

The lack of in-service training

programmes.
The shortage of training
programmes held during the

academic year.

The weakness in correlating
between programmes and teaching.

The weakness of training

programmes.

The weakness of teacher’s
academic and behaviour growth.

Sixth Domain :

Difficulties related to achieving the syllabus activities.
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Item

Stron Stro
I I

ind Agre Disa naty

e| Neutral gree | Disa
Agree gree

(2)
(3) (4)

(1) (5)

«The lack of instruments
devices and necessary
materials to prepare lessons.

The lack of school
libraries.

The insufficient time for
preparing visual aids.

I find difficulties in
manipulating and teaching
large classes.

| find difficulties in
teaching because of increasing
duties.

| find it difficult to apply
some activities.

.......................................

Notes and suggestions:

.........................................................
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Résume :
Cette étude est un essai qui €élabore les principaux bases culturels est
anthropologiques de 'apprentissage des langues étrangeres (Anglaisy au

cours de la mondialisation et ses différents défis qui touchent 'identité,

la culture, et la langue.

Les mots clés : Langue - Apprentissage-Identité Culturelle- Conflit

Linguistique-Globalisation Culturelle.

Summary :

This study sheds light on the fundamental cultural and anthropological
bases that lead to learn the foreign languages (Englishy in the era of
globalization and its challenges affecting the identity, Language and

culture.

Key words : Language-Cultural identity- Learning

Cultural Globalization-Linguistic Conflict.
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Résume :
Cette étude est un essai qui €élabore les principaux bases culturels est
anthropologiques de 'apprentissage des langues étrangeres (Anglaisy au

cours de la mondialisation et ses différents défis qui touchent 'identité,

la culture, et la langue.

Les mots clés : Langue - Apprentissage-Identité Culturelle- Conflit

Linguistique-Globalisation Culturelle.

Summary :

This study sheds light on the fundamental cultural and anthropological
bases that lead to learn the foreign languages (Englishy in the era of
globalization and its challenges affecting the identity, Language and

culture.

Key words : Language-Cultural identity- Learning

Cultural Globalization-Linguistic Conflict.
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