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Résumé :

Le livre de Sibawayh est considéré comme un corpus essentiel dans 1'étude et
la recherche des anciens et aussi bien modernes. Il I’a recueilli, partagé et révisé
en y ajoutant la science de ses maitres; par la est devenue une encyclopédie de
science de langage Débordement avec la grammaire abondante de terminologie
linguistique, y compris de Sonique, original et morphologique et sémantiques.

Mots clés :

Terme, la linguistique, les sons, la grammaire, la conjugaison, la conséquence,
le livre.

Summary:

Sibawyh’s book is considered an important reference for linguistics studies
and research for both of ancient and modern researchers. Sibawayh gathered and
based it on chapters. He added to it his teacher’s knowledge. It became a
linguistic encyclopaedia Overflowing with abundant original linguistic
terminology, including Sonic, grammar and morphologic and semantic.

Key words:

Term, Linguistics, Phonetics, grammar, tenses, consequences, the book.
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INTRODUCTION

In the name of Allah the most gracious and the most merciful
and peace be upon his messenger Mohammed.

The Arabic language is the language of eloquence. Allah used it
to communicate with humanity through the Holy Koran which made a
deep change in civilization and thought. This change had a great
positive influence in enriching our libraries with variety of thoughts
that serves the Koranic text, well. Thanks to the Holy Book this
language became powerful in assimilating human science and
Knowledge and in reflecting the strong ability of the Arabic mind in
performance and production. Abu Baker Elanbari said that we had
learnt just a little of the Arab language and poetry and that there are a
lot to explore.

Thus, a lot of importance was given to the Arabic language and
to the Koranic text. To understand what Allah said in the Holy Koran
,the Arab made many researches and studies in the Arabic language.
They determine and precise its sciences. When the Arab and the
Persians got mingled, the language became spoiled. So it was
compulsory for the Imams to set up rules so as to protect the language
from falsification and incorrectness. That situation gave birth to many
Arab linguists.Sibawayh was the most famous of them. He wrote an
important book where he gathered all the sciences of the Arab
language such as : grammar,morphology,phonetics,rhetoric...He made
of it a language encyclopedia .

Sibawayh’s book was considered as ’the Koran of grammar’.El
Mobarrid said that it is a sea like.Also,El Mazini insisted on the fact
that no one can write a book like Sibawayh’s.This book was given a
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lot of importance and interest. Searchers sometimes tried to explain it
and to make comment on it and sometimes by trying to cope with it in
writing and on the scientific sides which it contained. The book
became an essential reference to any writer who deals with grammar
and language .That ‘s because it represents the first grammar efforts
transmitted to us which wrote and summarized the Arabic grammar
theory.

For this reason, I chose to search in the chapters and sections
Sibawayh’s book trying to reveal the most important researches and
terms used by the writer. Of course, I’'m going to do this with the help
and the advice of my supervisor teacher. I gave my research as a
title : ‘The linguistic term in Sibawayh’s book’.I tried out of its
chapters to find out answers to many questions especially about its
lexicon and terms :What are the Ilinguistics terms" phonemic-
morphological-grammatical and semantic «which were used by
Sibawayh ? Are these terms original or adapted or narrated 7Were
Sibawayh’s linguistics terms scientifically exact ?Did the Arabic
grammar use Sibawayh’s tongue in talking ?

I tried with all my efforts to surmount the difficulties which I faced
especially because of the rare studies done about this book ,either in
the past or actually. In addition to the explanations which Sibawayh’s
followers made. Though these difficulties, I decided to carry on my
research.

I chose ,for this research, a method based on the subject nature and
its sides specialties.
I used the descriptive style including its statistic and analytic
procedures. I provided it with a historical method in citing the terms
and nouns focusing on its historical chronology.

I used many references such as :’The book’ Sibawayh’s, ‘The eye’
El Khalil’s, ¢ The particularities and the fair’ Ibn Jenni’s,’Categories
of grammarians and Linguists’Zoubadi’s,’ The lute and the suggestion’
El Suyouti’s...Furthermore, I referred to ‘The proof and the grammar



source in Sibawayh’s book’ Khadija El Hedithi’s, Sibawayh’s the
sculptors Imam’s’ Ali Najdi Nassif’s. ‘The appearance and
development of the grammar term’Mohammed Awad El Kouzi’s...

It is the scientific value of ¢ The book’ which determines this
research style. On account of representing the Arabic encyclopedia of
the language science I divided it into four chapters preceded by an
introduction and an intrance,then followed by a conclusion.

Concerning the intrance,l defined the term and the science of term
showing the importance of this science ,and the ways of the
development in the Arabic language. In the first chapter ,I delt with
Sibawayh’s biography and the scientific value of the book. In addition
to this ,I cited the copies , the editions and all the explanations about
the book.

In the second chapter ,I studied the phoneme through the nouns
which he determined and set up in phonology researches as in
naming the organs of the pronunciation-description and articulation-
The sounds phenomena like the contraction, the stress, the tone...

For the third chapter ,I studied the morphological structure and its
terms concerning Sibawayh.l delt with this in two researches. I
introduced it by talking about the morphological scale and by
mentioning the difference between the first stem of a verb and the
derivative stem of a verb and the spatial inversion and its importance
in Arabic conjugation. In the second part I considered the nouns and
the verbs structures in Sibawayh’s book.

The fourth chapter ,was also based on two researches .In the first ,I
talked about the grammatical term for Sibawayh and its continuity and
extinction for Sibawayh’s followers. The second research was about
the basis of the grammar in Sibawayh’s book .I studied it through the
listening and syllogism ,the grammatical cause.

I ended this research by a conclusion where I summarized the most
important results which I obtained.
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Conclusion

Sibawayh’s book is considered as an Arabic encyclopedia which
gathers the linguistic knowledge’s in different sides. He had made
great efforts which no one has been able to do before or after his
existence. He is up to the point not only in science of grammar but in
Arabic sciences as well. He 1s as great as Panini in Indian grammar
and De Saussure in recent grammar.

And the fact of talking about the terms of ‘The book’ means
talking about the real grammar which we have today. Taking into
account the efforts of ‘Abi El Assouad Daouli and his students in
setting up the first steps and offering them to ‘Ibn Abi Ishak’,” Aissa
Ibn Omar’and to ‘Abi Amru Ibn El Allaa’ .They worked hard and they
developed the grammatical and linguistic lesson till that they became
famous.

The level of the Arabic language became higher especially by the
arrival of ‘El Khallil Ibn Ahmed El Farahidi’ who used styles, new
methods in the science of Arabic which Sibawayh’s gave us in ‘The
book’ Sibawayh’s book was given much interest in both the past and
the present time by those who were fond of Arabic. They studied all
its sides and sections .That’s what [ am going to present in short at the
end of my research.

According to the method I used in studying ‘The book’ I found out
that Sibawayh combined deeply between many methods. The most
important one the descriptive method especially when he delt with the
sounds phenomena. Respecting the method for Sibawayh was
sometimes firm and sometimes not.

Sibawayh presented his book full of chapters and sections.He
demonstrated the grammar through main ideas and wide sections
setting up characteristics for them. He looked for its need like
examples and texts, then he gathered and classified them. The



sequencing method which he used in organizing his book chapters
.The chapters were put in a logical order.

The studies of the terms of ‘The book’ needs to be thought of
deeply. Thus, I divided the study of these terms to the following
levels : the sound level-the morphological level- the grammatical
level.

We are proud to talk about what Sibawayh and Elfarahidi did in the
study of phonology for the Arab.Sibawayh made enough studies and
researches. He enriched them with a lot of concepts and terms that
have gone hand in hand with the scientism. He defined the articulation
system.

He was distinguished when he talked about the production of the
sounds and described their characteristics. It was Sibawayh who
determined ‘the voice and the voiceless’® although he was not aware
of the role of the vocal cords as the recent studies proved.

“The book’ of Sibawayh was the starting point in the researches of
the morphology. But he did not pay attention to the sequencing and
the refinement. So it became mixed with grammar and its chapters.
According to the morphological structures which Sibawayh followed
in ‘The book’ we noticed that he set up the morphology and its rules
but he did not accomplished it. Many books were published and
different points of view ,explanations and comments were made
about it. Also it was said that he had neglected a lot of structures and
morphological terms.

What Sibawayh presented to us in his book ‘The book’ shows the
great progress that was in the language studies in the Arab world at
that time .The appearance of Sibawayh with such high level, depth
and maturity gives us an idea about the big efforts and that there
were other books made about grammar. For example,El Khalil El
Farahidi wrote about the grammar and its fundamentals.Sibawayh
was his most intelligent student. He continued on the same way.

He enriched it with all that he learnt from his antecedents such
as :‘El Hadrami’ and * Abi Omar Ibn El Allaa’...He gathered in his
book all the grammar terms. He used to give wide explanations,
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examples, antonyms,synonymsThere should be a combination
between the linguistic meaning and the term meaning.

Also Sibawayh benefited from the particularities of the Arabic
language especially the synonymy .So he had never been satisfied by
the use of one term to express an idea or a grammatical rule. The
development of grammar and the establishment of the grammar
schools and the appearance of the so called :’The contradictory
grammar’. Thus,the terms of ¢ The book’ became lost between the
continuity and the extinction. Some terms became no longer used
because of the ideological conflict that was between the grammar
schools especially between ‘ El Bassra’ and ‘El Koufa schools’. And
there are terms that still exist. They are found in books of grammar,
morphology and lexicons.

Concerning the basis of grammar in Sibawayh’s book ,we find that
the listening is considered the main source in establishing the
grammatical rules ,then the analogy comes second.

Sibawayh’s readings of the Holy Koran were calm and objective.
He respected the followed‘Sunnat’.We had taken into consideration
this and we gave proofs out of ‘The book’ to deny those who accused
Sibawayh of basing his readings on the analogy .

The grammatical argumentative took a big part from Sibawayh’s
book. And this helps in making an independent study about the
argument ;its form ,types and ways.

The Arabs became interested in Sibawayh’s book widely in the
second half of the 20th century. They managed to learn from the
recent linguistics theories and to use that in understanding it. They
compared its terms with the recent ones and analysed its ideological
data which is used to explain the linguistic phenomena .They
succeeded 1in showing the creativity and skillfulness of
Sibawayh.Moreover,we should carry on searching and studying ‘ The
book ‘ because it represents the Arabic encyclopedia in the language
science.

End.



