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% El Mechouar Palace’:

In the heart of ancient Tlemcen, on land that exudes art and history, stands
El Mechouar palace, with its enchanting Zayanid royal palace, a witness to an
ancient civilization and great architectural creativity that tells a story of heritage,

knowledge, and culture.

It is one of the many jewels of the Zayanids that abound in Tlemcen, the
capital of central Maghreb, surrounded by massive walls on all sides. Its palace
was the seat of the Zayanid sultans, the place of their rule and their council, and
they made it the capital of a state that lasted for more than three centuries,

leaving behind many manifestations of civilization and culture.

El Mechouar palace, which has withstood the ravages of time for
centuries, stands tall in the center of the city. It was built by the Almohads after
their conquest of the city in the 12th century AD, and within it are residential

quarters and a beautiful congregational mosque that still stands today.

El Mechouar is the grand edifice built by Sultan Yaghmurasan ibn Zayan
in the south of Tlemcen, which he made his residence instead of the old palace.
He fortified it to the utmost, making it like an independent city within the
Zayanid capital. This edifice still stands with its towering walls and its inner and
outer gates to this day. But what was once inside it - elegant residences,
beautiful gardens, and magnificent fountains, a grand mosque, a silver tree, and
a rare clock - all of that has been erased by the ravages of time, and only the
mosque built by Sultan Abu Hammu Mussa I remains, which the Turks later
rebuilt and the French authorities converted into a church, losing all its ancient
decorations, except for its minaret, which still retains some of its ancient

ornamentation, especially on its southern facade.

Perplexity a8 ses Ailainl) po duais dos 5 !
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Tlemcen has always been the focus of attention for neighboring states,
especially since the Zayanids were able to control the western part of central
Maghreb from 1236 to 1550 AD. This point was a reason for the intense
hostility in the Zayanid-Marini relations, as the Zayanid state not only suffered

from Hafsi campaigns but also endured the Marinid siege of Tlemcen.

The most prominent architectural achievement of the Zayanid state was
the planning of Al Mechouar. Al Mechouar is the grand edifice built by Sultan
Yaghmurasan ibn Zayan in the late 7th century AH / 13th century AD in the
south of Tlemcen, which he made his residence instead of the old palace. Within
this edifice, there are many elegant residences, beautiful gardens, and fountains,
in addition to the mosque. The edifice has two gates: the inner one is called
"Bab El Mechouar " (the Gate of EI Mechouar ), and the outer one is called
"Bab Al-Tawita".

As for the meaning of El Mechouar , it is the place where the sultan holds
his meetings with his ministers. In 717 AH - 1317 AD, Sultan Abu Hammu
Mussa I added two other architectural elements to it: the palace, which he called
"Al-Dar Al-Bayda" (the White Palace), and a mosque for the princes and clergy.
In addition to the sultan's palace, there are many small palaces, and the palace
has fountains, gardens, and abundant decorations. Since Sultan Abu Hammu
Musa | was one of the Tlemcen kings who were passionate about architecture,
construction activity flourished during his reign and that of his successor, Sultan
Abu Hammu Mussa II, who built schools, mosques, houses, parks, and baths,

like the Zayanid kings who were interested in architecture.
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< The Mansourah and its Ruins':

The Mansourah is considered an embodiment of the Andalusian
architectural legend and deep civilization, and a rich history that testifies to the
engineering marvel. The minaret of the Mansourah is an integral part of the

comprehensive Andalusian heritage of the city of Tlemcen.

After the fall of the Almohad state in 668 AH / 1269 AD, North Africa
was divided into the Marinids in the Far West, the Zayanids in the Middle West,
and the Hafsids in the Near West. Since the Hafsids in Tunisia (to the east)
claimed to be the heirs of the Almohads and had the right to impose their control
over the Middle West, the Marinids from the west were waiting for the
opportunity to intervene in the Middle West. The Marinid armies came and

camped in front of the walls of Tlemcen, trying to besiege it.

The Marinid Sultan Abu Yusuf besieged Tlemcen for more than eight
years (1299-1307 AD), and his insistence on subjugating the city led him to
move his government from Fez to "Al-Mahalla Al-Mansourah", where he
received delegations. Certain of his victory and the crushing of the city, he
ordered the soldiers and their leaders to build houses and dwellings, to make the
new residential gathering a substitute for Tlemcen. He also ordered the
construction of a mosque worthy of the new position, and the Mosque of Ayat
was built, which was one of the best mosques the Marinids had ever built, with
grandeur, elegance and decoration. What drew the attention of the connoisseurs
was that the mosque combined magnificence and elegance at the same time,
with the ceiling of the prayer hall raised on marble columns that exceeded the
usual height, and a sundial carved on one of the columns that was originally in
the courtyard of the mosque, now in the prayer hall of the Sidi Al-Halawi
Mosque.
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Each column was made from a single piece due to the abundance and
quality of the materials. There is an engineering phenomenon that must be
pointed out, where the intersection point of the eastern and western centers
coincides with the central point of the rectangle on which the mosque was built.
The outer wall of the mosque was built with rammed earth, while the minaret
material was of polished stones from the region. The shape of the minaret was
parallel-surfaced, reaching a height of 40 meters, making it the third tallest
minaret after the Giralda in Seville and the Koutoubia in Marrakesh. In terms of
decoration and elegance, it was comparable to them, aided by the quality of the
stones and the skill of the craftsmen, most of whom were from the local artisans.
Instead of the usual staircase in the Zayanid minarets, a spiral ramp was
designed that allowed Abu al-Hasan al-Marini and Ibn Marzuq al-Khatib to

ascend riding their mounts, indicating the width of the ramp.

At the time, the Mansourah contained thriving walls, towering houses,
numerous baths, beautiful gardens, large roads, wide streets, and multiple
mosques, the largest of which was the Grand Mosque with its towering minaret
and a magnificent palace. After the withdrawal of the Marinids following the
lifting of the siege of Tlemcen, the Mansourah was destroyed, and in 1335 AD
when Abu al-Hasan al-Marini came, he intended to restore it and build a palace
for his Hafsid wife. But after their departure, the people of Tlemcen destroyed

the Mansourah for the second time.

The Mansourah had four gates, as mentioned by Imam Ibn Marzuq al-
Khatib in his book "Al-Musnad Al-Sahih Al-Hasan": the Fez Gate to the west,
the Hennin Gate to the north, the Mujaz Gate to the east, and a fourth gate to the
south whose name was not mentioned by Ibn Marzuq, which was an external

gate connecting the citadel to the plain.

Near each of these four gates was a mosque, and the Grand Mosque was

in the center of the city, measuring 100 meters in length and 60 meters in width,
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with thirteen gates, four to the west, two to the right and left of the mihrab, three
to the north, one under the minaret, which was a special feature of this mosque,
and two to its right and left. This mosque had a prayer hall consisting of nine
slabs and thirteen aisles, and a square courtyard of 900 square meters in the
center, with a ablution fountain surrounded by three aisles on its eastern,
western, and inner sides. The towering minaret, built of solid stones, is currently

40 meters high, after the collapse of its upper layer, leaving only the lower layer.

This layer contains four types of decorations, each of which is distinct
from the other. The first thing the viewer sees is an arched crown surrounded by
a frame composed of successive carvings. The first carving is drawn in a
rectangle eight meters wide, decorated with an Andalusian border that mentions
the name of the builder of this mosque and the date of its construction, and two
corners in which Arabic forms are drawn, with a prominent shell statue. Then
the second and third carvings, each of which is decorated with a serrated arch.
As for the fourth carving, it is an unserrated arch, resting on two columns of
pure marble, and above what has been mentioned, the viewer sees a strange
balcony placed above the hanging statues, without having internal columns to
support it. He also sees a portico engraved with cuttings in the shape of tree

leaves and flowers.

Above what has been mentioned, you see a decoration containing a large,
grid-like page resting on two porticos in the shape of the Picarians. Then a
middle layer resting on a small arch that starts from the bottom and ends at
three-quarters of this page, in which narrow windows are carved. As for the
upper layer of this minaret, it is composed of the portico with the broken arches,
and the slender, tall columns as is usually found in the Andalusian and

Moroccan minarets.

This massive structure still remains, in terms of its general appearance, the

grandeur of its embodiment, its immensity, and the magnificence of its
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construction, without deviating from the principles of harmony in its fullest
sense, as a unique model of the era of architectural engineering and Arab art in
these lands. Although the reasons for the destruction of the Mansourah and its
great mosque are known, and are linked to their demolition by the people of
Tlemcen after the withdrawal of the Marinid armies to their city, the narratives
and legends bring us many stories, including the one that tells that the Sultan,
when he ordered the construction of the minaret, divided the work between
Muslim and Christian workers, and when the minaret was completed, the part
built by the infidels collapsed, leaving the part built by the Muslims standing, in

recognition of their faith, which is the part that remains standing to this day.
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< Agadir or Ancient Tlemcen’:

The name of the city of Tlemcen is derived from the village of Agadir,
which was built on the ruins of a Roman camp. In the Roman language, the
name Agadir is equivalent to the Arabic phrases "old wall and fortified city,"

indicating that it is an ancient and eternal city.

Al-Bakri mentioned that it served as the base for the central Maghreb,
with mosques and markets that attracted a large number of foreign traders,
gaining renown in the world of commerce. Its geographical and political center
helped connect the central Maghreb with the far Maghreb and Andalusia with
the lands of the Sudan.

This city was built by Idris 1, the founder of the Idrisid state, and was later
captured by the Almoravids led by Ibn Tashfin in 463 AH / 1081 AD. After

seizing Oujda and opening it, they moved to Tlemcen, where Yusuf ibn Tashfin
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himself rose among the Almoravids in 73 AH, conquering Tlemcen. He defeated
the Maghrawa, killed their prince Abbas ibn Bukhti, erased the traces of the
Maghrawa from the central Maghreb, and appointed Muhammad ibn Tinmar al-
Masufi with a military force from the Almoravids in Tlemcen. They took the
city of Takarart in place of their camp, which today, along with ancient Tlemcen
called Agadir, became one unified country, extinguishing the Maghrawa

influence from all of the Maghreb.

This city has completely disappeared, leaving only a part of its walls, the
Gate of the Spirits in the north, and the minaret of the ancient Great Mosque,
built by Sultan Yaghmurasen, which is similar to the minaret of the Great
Mosque, not only in location but also in decoration. As for the mosque built
before it about five centuries ago, during the time of the Aghlabids, nothing

remains standing except a few remnants.

The first mosque built in Agadir was constructed by Musa ibn Nasr when
he arrived in Tlemcen on his way to the far Maghreb in the year 89 AH/ 708

AD. The exact location of this mosque is unknown.

Among the landmarks of Agadir is also the tomb of Imam Abu Ja'far
Ahmad ibn Nasr al-Dawudi, who passed away in 402 AH, located under the
Gate of the Obstacle, as well as the tombs of the princesses, Sidi Wahab, and
Sidi Ya'qub.
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< The Great Mosque:’

The city of Tlemcen is one of the most important cities in Algeria that has
documented its many and rare landmarks and monuments, an important aspect
of the Islamic history in Algeria. It is the "capital of ancient mosques" in this
Arab and Islamic country located in North Africa, on the southern shore of the

Mediterranean Sea.

The historic city houses the two oldest mosques in Algeria, in addition to
the "Great Mosque" in the Nedroma region, which is the third oldest mosque in
Algeria. It also hosts the "fourth oldest mosque" in Algeria, which is the "Great
Mosque" or the "Ancient Mosque" located in the heart of this beautiful and

different city from the rest of the Algerian cities in its history and architectural
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design. It is considered the fourth oldest mosque in Algeria, and its minaret was
built a century after the construction of the mosque, and it is an architectural

masterpiece that blended the Almoravid and Almohad architecture.

It was ordered to be built by the Almoravid Prince Ali bin Yusuf Tashfin,
and its minaret was later built by Prince Yaghmurasen, the founder of the
Zayyanid dynasty in the 13th century AD. It is located in the center of the city
and is a rectangular building, 60 meters long and 50 meters wide, whitewashed
with lime, and has two domes covered with green tiles, and its minaret is high

with four sides, reaching a height of 35 meters.

This mosque has eight doors, three of which are on the qibla side: Ibn
Marzouq's door, named after its proximity to his shrine, and it was also called
the door of the Tashfiniya School due to its proximity to its door, and the door
of the funerals, which is specific to the clergy of imams, muezzins and
caretakers, and it leads to a room behind the mihrab, and the door of the
sacrifice, because the imam slaughters his sacrifice on the Eid near it. There are
three other doors on the east side: the door of the shoemakers, near their shops,
and this is the most important door of the mosque, the door of the poor, as it
faces the door of the shelter for the elderly and the disabled, and the door of Sidi
Ahmed bin Al-Hassan Al-Ghamari, as it faces his shrine. The mosque also had a
fourth door on this facade, which was the door of the spinning market, named
after its proximity to that market, the door of the women, as they used to enter
through it to the mosque on Fridays and Eid, but this door was converted to the
door of the Sharia Court, which is part of the mosque, and it was reduced during

the French occupation.

It has one door on the north side, which is the door of Ibn Saad, and one
door on the west side, which is the door of the Emirate House or the old palace,
and this door was specific to the sultan and his entourage on Fridays and Eid

days.
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The Great Mosque, like other large mosques in Tlemcen, includes a
prayer hall, a courtyard or a yard, and arcades surrounding the courtyard and its

minaret.

As for the prayer hall, it is a spacious room containing seventy-two large
stone columns, supporting arched ceilings without any decoration. It consists of
six bays and thirteen aisles, the widest of which is the central aisle, where the
mihrab and the two domes are located. This aisle is the most beautiful part of
this hall, as it contains the engraved and prominent gypsum carvings that

decorate the frame of the mihrab and the two domes in front of it.

In the Zayanid era, this mosque's hall had two libraries full of precious
books, which were used by the students of the Tashfiniya School, which was

located in the gibla of this mosque.
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% Sidi Abou Madyan Mosque (Al-Abbaad Vilage):'

Sidi Boumedien Mosque is a prominent example that reflects the
authenticity of Islamic architectural design abundant in the city of Tlemcen. It
stands out with its distinctive design that combines traditional and religious
elements.

Abbad is an ancient village located in the southeast of Tlemcen. It is about
two miles away, built at the foot of Mount Baal overlooking it with its lush
shady trees, overlooking the Safsaf Valley with its green orchards, lush gardens,
and verdant landscapes.

The name Abbad is derived from worship, as it was initially a place where
ascetics, and those seeking seclusion gathered for the worship of Allah and
striving in His cause.

In ancient times, Abbad was divided into two parts: Lower Abbad and
Upper Abbad. The former extended from Ain Wanzouta to Sidi Abi Ishaq Al
Tayar, housing, as rumored, five mosques, including one near the mentioned
spring. The second mosque was east of Sheikh Mohammed Al Sanusi's shrine,
with half of its mihrab still prominent to this day, now serving as a cemetery.
The third mosque or the main mosque was near Sidi Al Mahasi's shrine, with its
minaret still standing. The fourth mosque was Sidi Abi Ishaq Al Tayar Mosque.

The fifth mosque was said to be near Sidi Ali Ben Naqim's shrine, with
Lower Abbad having houses, baths, markets, and parks whose traces have
disappeared, their features faded without a known reason except for what is
mentioned in the legend, summarizing a great conflict between the people of
Agadir and Lower Abbad, leading to a civil war between the two cities due to a

dispute initiated by Abd Aswad, resulting in ruin and destruction for both.
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Upper Abbad also had five mosques, now vanished, with only Sidi Abi
Medin Mosque remaining. The four disappeared mosques were Ibrahim Al Naar
Mosque, Sidi Al Hawari Mosque, Rahma Mosque, and Saleh Mosque.

Upper Abbad is surrounded on all four sides by numerous orchards with
lush trees and flowing rivers, yet with old alleys, narrow and winding paths,
interspersed with obstacles challenging to traverse.

The structures of Sidi Abi Medyan include four elements: the shrine, the
mosque, the school, and the Sultan's palace.
eThe Shrine:

The shrine of the righteous saint Abi Medin Shuayb ibn Al Hussein Al
Ashbili, a prominent Sunni Sufi figure, known for his encounters with Sheikh
Abdul Qadir Al Jilani in Mecca and his participation alongside the Moroccan
pilgrims in the Battle of Hattin, where he was wounded in his right arm. Salah
ad-Din reportedly rewarded these Moroccan fighters by granting them a
neighborhood in Jerusalem known as the Maghreb Quarter. Upon returning from
the East, he settled in Bejaia, dedicating 30 years to education until sought by
the Almohad Caliph for his scholarly reputation. Falling ill on his way to
Marrakech, he passed away in the village of Tagbalat near Tlemcen, buried there
as per his wish. The Merinid Sultan surrounded the shrine during a long siege,
placing a wooden barrier for visitors before reaching it. Abu Al Hassan Al
Merinid built and adorned the shrine with a dome and courtyard.

eThe Mosque:

Abu al-Hasan al-Marini built this mosque after seizing Tlemcen in 1339
AD, to preserve the Noor Mosque. This mosque is distinguished by its style
inspired by the Tashfinid school, with its massive entrance adorned with multi-
colored ceramic pieces, a grand staircase, and a high dome adorned with
intricate shapes and sizes of stalactites, enhancing its beauty. The double-leafed

door is exquisitely crafted in brass. The mosque also features a minaret with
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varied decorations on each facade. Adjacent to the entrance, at a height of about
3 meters, a frame inscribed with Kufic script reads "Baraka Muhammad."

The mihrab in the central aisle of the gibla wall closely resembles the
mihrab of the Sidi Abu al-Hasan Mosque in terms of its decorative frame, with a
horseshoe-shaped opening carried by two pure marble columns. These columns
bear elegant Andalusian inscriptions stating: "This is what our master, the Amir
of the Muslims Abu al-Hasan, son of our master, the Amir of the Muslims Abu
Yaqub, commanded to be done, seeking the face of the Almighty Allah and
hoping for His great reward. May Allah write for him the most beneficial of
deeds and elevate his ranks."

In front of this mihrab, there is a decorated dome with colored glass,
varying between yellow, blue, green, and red.

The mosque boasts a unique pulpit made of sandalwood, ivory, and
ebony, and a minaret standing in the northwest corner of its courtyard wall,
displaying exceptional beauty and craftsmanship. Each side of the minaret
differs from the others in material and intricacy.

Additionally, this mosque has two other opposing doors besides the main
entrance: an eastern door connecting to the baths and restrooms, and a western
door leading to the school.

eThe School:

This school is the last remaining example of the many schools built in
Tlemcen during the Middle Ages. It is located to the west of the aforementioned
mosque, about 7 meters away, and is built on a small hill, accessed by fifteen
steps.

eThe Sultan's Palace:

The Sultan's Palace was constructed by Abu al-Hasan al-Marini on the

eastern edge of the mausoleum of Sidi Boumediene. It consists of three main

components: the Sultan's Palace, the Sultan's private bath, and Dar al -Hizb.
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< Lalla Setti Plateau:’

The Lalla Setti Plateau in Tlemcen rises 600 meters above sea level,
making it one of the favorite tourist destinations in the city of Algeria. It is

situated amidst a beautiful green tourist forest.

The plateau is named after one of the righteous women of the city whose
shrine was erected there in honor of the noble services she provided to the city's

inhabitants.

The shrine of the righteous woman has transformed into a pilgrimage site
visited by all who come to the area, adding Lalla Setti Plateau in Tlemcen, the

legendary woman, to the historical icons of the city of Tlemcen.

In the heights of the historic city of Tlemcen, one of the oldest capitals of

civilizations in Algeria, lies "Lalla Setti," the guardian of the Zianid city.

It is a natural elevation perched on a high plateau overlooking the city of
Tlemcen, representing a family tourist destination equipped with reception

facilities such as restaurants and cafes.

The word "plateau" is Arabic from "hodb," meaning a flat mountain
plateau. In another sense, it is a flat mountain that extends over the earth or any
mountain: created from a single rock. It is said that each vertical, solid, massive
rock is a plateau, or it is the long part of the mountains (the steep, solitary ones
found only in the red mountains). One would say, "I climbed a plateau and

plateaus."

As for Lalla Setti, the names of this righteous saint, the daughter of Sheikh
Abdelkader El Djilali, have varied. He is one of the famous and revered

righteous saints in the Islamic world descending from the lineage of the Prophet
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Muhammad, peace be upon him. She came from Baghdad to settle in Tlemcen

and lived during the sixth and seventh centuries AD.

It is narrated that her real name was "Al-Dawiya," named by her father,
also attributed to the righteous saint of the city of Basra known as Rabia Al-

Dawiya.

Al-Dawiya: the luminous, an Arabic word from "daw" meaning light. They
are synonymous. When asked about Al-Dawiya, it was emphasized. A man said,

"A radiant woman is distinguished by her radiance."

Abdelkader El Djilali taught his daughter various sciences, encouraged her
in worship, monotheism, and love for God. He provided her with one of the
greatest scholars in knowledge, including his close friend, Sheikh Abu Medin
Shaib Al-Andalusi.

Due to her diligence, she was granted a certificate by her teachers allowing
her to teach Quranic miracles. Because of her passion and love for her religion,
Al-Dawiya and her siblings decided to perform the pilgrimage. The journey was
long, from Baghdad to Yathrib towards Mecca. They endured the hardships of
the long distance, weather disturbances, and storms. Al-Dawiya's abundant
prayers helped them reach the holy places. She was known for her answered
prayers, praying for all weak and needy creatures. Since then, she was named

"Al-Wasilah," an Arabic word meaning proximity, rank, and connection.

After completing the pilgrimage, her siblings and companions returned to
their homeland, while Al-Dawiya continued to enrich her knowledge in Quranic
miracles and other sciences. She worshipped in mosques, secluded herself in
caves for a long time, and traveled to countries like Yemen, Syria, Turkey, and
Iran, interacting with prominent scholars. Al-Dawiya's goal was to spread Islam
throughout the Islamic world. After years passed, her father passed away, and

she mourned his loss, spending hours near his grave reading and reciting the
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Quran in his memory. One day, while reciting, she fell asleep and dreamt that he
instructed her to go to the land of the righteous, the city of Tlemcen, where she
would be welcomed as she was by Sidi Abu Medyan Shaib, the righteous saint
she held in high esteem.

Al-Wasilah Al-Dawiya left her homeland heading to Tlemcen, worshipping
on the plateau until her passing. A dome was built in her honor, attracting
visitors from all over Algeria. Beside it stands a small mosque, making it a

historical landmark.

However, "Lalla Setti" today is not the same as "Lalla Setti" of the past.
After being named after the plateau, the place has transformed into the most
famous tourist attraction for families and visitors to Tlemcen. The most
luxurious international hotels, beautiful gardens, spacious playgrounds, areas for
children's entertainment, and a historical budget and deep local legends
characterize Lalla Setti. The plateau offers green rivers, platforms, and elevators
for comfortable walking and recreational activities with the family. It is
supported by security structures and patrols to protect tourists and visitors to the

area, who never forget "Lalla Setti," the righteous woman.
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< Bani Aad Cave:!

Algeria is rich in numerous caves and grottos scattered across its vast land.
Wherever a visitor goes in this land, they are embraced by natural museums,
such as the famous "Bani Aad Cave" in Tlemcen, where myths woven by

humans for 5,000 years dance.

They say about Tlemcen, "Whoever visits the capital of the Zayanids has
discovered the world, and whoever visits Bani Aad Cave has traveled the
world." Bani Aad Cave is a natural cave classified as the second largest in the
world, and 1t is considered the most beautiful in North Africa. It attracts around
27,000 tourists annually, featuring huge limestone stalactites and stalagmites

that grow by one centimeter every hundred years.

It began in the municipality of Ain Fazza in Tlemcen, Algeria and ending
in the Sidi Yahia area belonging to the city of Oujda in eastern Morocco, Bani
Aad Cave is the second largest natural cave in the world. Its discovery dates
back to over 65,000 years ago by the Amazigh people who made it a refuge and
a stronghold against attacks from various newcomers to the region seeking safe

places to defend against enemies.

Bani Aad Cave, visited by around 27,000 visitors annually from within and
outside the country, extends to Sidi Yahia in Morocco, passing through the
famous Boumaza Cave located in the Mers El Kebir area in the town of Terni in
Tlemcen. It 1s known as a tourist destination dating back to the early years of
Algerian independence and remained a destination for official visits by leaders,

dignitaries, Algerian guests, scientific and sports delegations visiting Tlemcen.

The cave 1s 750 meters long and about 57 meters deep, with a section
extending to the Moroccan Fairies Cave over a distance of 145 kilometers. The

cave is divided into three main halls: the Main Hall, the Kings' Hall, and the

Perplexity g sar Llaias¥) go dpads dea i

67



iglaall alpall gads @b Ban s3Il s9m QI Jaall

Swords Hall, which houses natural formations resembling ancient Arabian

swords.

The cave's temperature remains stable at 13 degrees Celsius throughout the
seasons, making it truly unique. It is an open-air museum perched on a plateau

overlooking the Ain Fara area east of Tlemcen.

It 1s worth noting that the French colonization closed the first part of the
cave using sixty cubic meters of reinforced cement when they discovered that
Algerian liberation fighters were using it to secretly transport weapons from

Morocco to Algeria.

After independence, Algerian authorities opened a part of the cave to
tourists, consisting of three spacious areas: the Main Hall, the "King's Palace"
named after the pottery found there, and the "Swords Hall," containing
numerous limestone formations resembling swords, also known as the
"Mujahideen Hall" as it served as a resting place for freedom fighters during the
Algerian Revolution. They used it as a refuge accessed through a small hole
leading to the mountain's slope. After the French colonization discovered this in
1957, they destroyed the hole with dynamite, leaving the remains of the crime
visible to this day, with rainwater seeping into the ground and down into the

cave.

Between the spacious halls of the cave stands a white marble-like wall that,
when tapped with a wooden column, emits musical notes reminiscent of

Andalusian music.

Those familiar with the desert and its oases can imagine themselves
entering a palm oasis when they see these remarkable limestone rock formations
resembling palm trees, with strange and wonderful shapes interpreted differently

by each observer.
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According to geologists, the limestone-laden drops, along with carbon
dioxide, when they fall into the cave, leave behind enchanting rock formations.
Geologists estimate that for every centimeter formed, a hundred years have

passed.

On the other hand, it is essential to preserve the beauty and integrity of the
cave, its rocks, stalactites, and stalagmites, by avoiding touching them and
refraining from making noise inside the cave, as it is highly sensitive to such

disturbances to prevent rockfalls.
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< El Ourit Waterfalls: >

El Ourit Waterfall, also known as Lourit Waterfall, is the highest waterfall
in Algeria located seven kilometers from the city of Tlemcen, near the national
road in a mountainous area covered with pine trees. The total length of the
waterfall is 350 meters with a straight drop of 120 meters. It consists of seven

natural layers forming the Aourit Valley. The waterfall attracts hundreds of
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tourists daily to enjoy climbing, descending, and the coolness of the water,

which returned to activity in 2009 after a 40-year drought.

The site has been included in the national park to become one of the public
tourist attractions, especially with the presence of restaurants organizing meals
outdoors. This has led dozens of families to pilgrimage to this stunning site,
considered the jewel of Tlemcen and a significant tourist destination. The charm
of the waterfalls, combined with the forest cover and the height of the site,

makes every visitor admire the beauty of the scenery and the birdsong.

El Ourit Waterfalls have become a destination for mountain tourism
enthusiasts and lovers of artistic photography, attracting visitors, tourists, and
families who prefer to spend weekends in the embrace of nature. It has become a
destination for mountain tourism enthusiasts, with its flowing waters from top to
bottom creating streams of fresh water that attract youth and adventurers who
visit during the spring, especially during the rainy season. It also serves as an
artistic space for photography enthusiasts who visit throughout the week to

capture artistic photos associated with the beauty of nature in Algeria.

The Aourit Waterfalls are intersected by the Eiffel Railway Bridge, built by
the French authorities as part of the Tlemcen-Oran line in western Algeria. The
bridge was designed by Gustave Eiffel, the designer of the French Eiffel Tower
in 1889, and it remains a major crossing point for trains coming from the

Algerian western capital Oran towards the cities of Tlemcen and Maghnia.

The region is famous throughout the year for its barbecue dishes, where
families and friends prefer to have lunch in this wonderful place, which inspired
the composer of the national anthem and the poet of the Algerian revolution,

Mufdi Zakaria, in his ode about Tlemcen, saying:

"And this Aourit gets drunk - where the stars are squeezed into melodies."

72



iglaall alpall gads @b Ban s3Il s9m QI Jaall

) Gaad) o g paly

B ol yend SV ) ldie dm gl glalud) asdl 13 i G8
a3 sale el SE el dale e sl calall 4 21296/.696
dagl o Al A \Su) AU ad) i Lo @l 5 ol o ol e o s O
da gl aty ol ol Jady By oSl 5 At ooal Jlaad) 8 dafid) il e el
a b cladis alas all ey deas Lo e dil o aos 0 e ) ol oy !
GOk O Omlein o Ol G il ) ale o DadY) Gk e
o (A8 hadn AUl o ) S " Al dea ) Adliy 2xy (e DBl g Gprd s G A
Gle o 1 s i clale palie aal and aadll 138 Jaa (ol jadd) (358 duils
OOl 5 6l ) e gy olalall g alally luali Jaf 35lea o Joy alld ¢ i
s OIS G sl Juady el ) daan (e aliel laall dman o el 13a
Log sl oo palall 138 2my ) Ol Gojrall Cladine 8 puanll @lly 3 Lol
2! Gl T e A 5 Gyl s

VA IV [ PRV DAPNE) QR YW

37 = 1971 ¢ 3l A& 5 MeY) 5l 5 58 & (AilEl 5 il Aludu a7
2002 (lusali sl BED aid ¢ fieale Ul (ludi 3 L sdl s 4l L glaly g gliyh
190a

73



iglaall alpall gads @b Ban s3Il s9m QI Jaall

Lisl elldg Guall o asla 8 Aala Gl ) un dpanl)l ol ) e )
o> S uilaie iy Alade 5 ) sean Ly Ll Lgran ) Leiw Lad & gl
o e Ry A gheall el ) AEL gy B A6 dis oL ke
Gy LeiSly 3 pmea Ay o185 L) Al S glie v o il ) gl
) A ol Bsis B e o gie ld @il g 4 dam Ly s3lall gl daigl)
AL ad Wiabuns asall (e 3mal sieel Ll o agll dyjead) A
el ol claiidl duye LY Ll B osud ddl 4u el s
ST T U F U PR DA PO R S T S-S [ F
ke s 7 oo il A e IS 4 ael ol d8 A e Ly
a5 SV b s

Josad 5 calall 558 jlenia) U Janind Calllag sae adall 14 e
ol Caniall il gine Ji 5 Y gl PUa s st gl oyl dn Y
Galie il deld Jind L adall A paa i som s colenli 8 ANIS Ao Ly
Zgnd) 2sial) e il Glay e (e Baac A Janiy (L aupe e Al &l
AL JS hiy oSl ded s Ald) s ae baaleie Ul GO IS Al
ot il g1l e de giae i Bl B8 £ sase cuasill e Soles il
)

sl Baawia delia o )0 ¢ el e Ca LA 3 AL e astall g o)) jaal) CuilS
Dasendl o) a1 (oany SN, i al s Adledl o) ol e dal WoE Jis Y

G Caal die saasyy (JSED Apulan el saclE Ll @) (6 gie e 340

146 a 2002 ¢ 5 3al il s e da o ol agal & ladli ¢ BDls 3p5e) e 7

74



iglaall alpall gads @b Ban s3Il s9m QI Jaall

ey @) YD iy ey Bde (e 0l Gpsee e 385 Bl JdS
oo AL Ll @Y 53 el sy (e Lol i€l i e )
Gy i) el Aules Gilm B aaad I deddd) clsdall g3 3Kl
LA Sl

Sslan Y Y pla,Y) Al v W oLcbar il A 3e A8 ) sl sl
e 14 gle

Lt S e JO) Abbiinne 71l A V) Leileals o A A0 o s

AL 3 L e s 3 e by 38 A 50 Y1 0

as e ALY) 23 ¢ https://islamicart.museumwnf.org:Discover Islamic Art ¢ Ul sl 7

(e (15:40 dell Ll 14/ 05/ 2024

75



iglaall alpall gads @b Ban s3Il s9m QI Jaall

% Sidi Abi E1 Hassan Al-Tansi Mosque:'

This mosque was constructed by Sultan Abu Said Osman, the eldest son of
Yaghmurasen, in 696 AH / 1296 AD on the western side of Khemisti Square as
a memorial to Prince Abu Amer Ibrahim ibn Abu Yahya Yaghmurasen ibn
Zabana. This is indicated by the commemorative inscription engraved on the
green marble panel fixed on its western wall, written in elegant Andalusian
script. The inscription reads: "In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful. May Allah bless our master Muhammad and his family. This mosque
was built by Prince Abu Amer Ibrahim, son of Sultan Abu Yahya Yaghmurasen
ibn Zian in the year six hundred and ninety-six after his passing, may Allah have
mercy on him." This inscription is repeated in Kufic script above the mihrab.
This mosque bears the name of one of the famous scholars of Tlemcen,
indicating the high regard of the people of Tlemcen for knowledge and scholars
over princes and sultans, highlighting the greater reputation of scholars in that
era in the Islamic Maghreb societies. This mosque is considered one of the most

magnificent creations of mankind, a masterpiece of Islamic art.

The gypsum decorations played a significant role in the Sidi Abi EI Hassan
Mosque due to their richness and diversity, as the artist collected and arranged
them in a stunning and harmonious manner. George Marcy mentioned that there
are three exquisite remnants in Tlemcen to this day, one of which is the corner
of Sidi Abi El Hassan established by Abu Said Osman at the end of the 15th
century. It is small but a marvel of architecture. The prayer hall is surrounded by
vaults resembling horseshoes, closer to the visual form, supported by eight short
marble columns. Its area consists of nine tiles, and its mihrab 1s adorned with a
unique niche in its door, decorated with muqarnas and walls adorned with

gypsum decorations, considered among the most beautiful in Islamic art. Due to
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its renowned wall decorations, it impressed both the orientalist brothers George

and William Marcy, who described it as innovative and creative.

This mosque served several functions. During colonization, it was used as a
fodder store, then transformed into a school, and finally became a museum. In
recent years, the museum's contents were transferred to an old school in
Tlemcen, and the restoration of the mosque began. The prayer hall occupies an
area of approximately one hundred square meters, with columns made of
Yemeni agate forming two chains of horseshoe arches supported by eight
marble columns. Each tile is covered with a terracotta ceiling, placed above a

wooden ceiling made of cedar wood panels.

The walls and arches were adorned with gypsum decorations, highlighted
by multicolored stucco fingers still visible on the northern and eastern walls, as
well as some remaining simple parts at the level of the arches. The hexagonal
base of the mihrab is defined by a complete semicircular arch supported by two
columns and capitals of Yemeni agate. The frame drawing the mihrab rests on
two horizontal script bands. Above, the arches extend with inclined arches and

radiant facets defining three contiguous edges isolated by floral corner motifs.

The mihrab is topped by a dome adorned with muqarnas. The minaret, with
a modest height not exceeding 14 meters, is decorated on its four facades with
rectangular panels containing geometric patterns of terracotta mosaic adorned

with stained glass, topped by a lantern dome.
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% Marsa Ben M'hidi Beach: '

Tlemcen, like other coastal cities in Algeria, is renowned for its
breathtaking natural scenery and distinctive beaches, which are the primary
factor attracting tourists to the city. Mersa Ben M'hidi Beach, also known as
"Port-Say" by the general public, is one of these beaches, stretching 1200 meters
long, approximately 125 kilometers from the westernmost part of the state, 100
kilometers from the city of Tlemcen, and 50 kilometers from the east-west
highway. It is named after the Arab martyr Ben Mehidi, who visited the region
during the French occupation, when it was known as "Louis Say".

The port was later named "Bour Say" or "Say Port", and after

independence, it was renamed Mersa Ben M'hidi in honor of the martyr.
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It is the largest beach in Tlemcen, divided into three beaches: the main
beach, Mersa Ben M'hidi, and the beaches of "Bedar" and "Moscarda". The
latter is the preferred destination for millions of tourists arriving from various
parts of the country and even abroad to spend a leisurely holiday, as it is
distinguished by its vastness and natural beauty along the road leading to the
beach entrance, which is flanked by dense forests adjacent to the beaches of
"Moscarda" and "Bedar", enhancing the enchantment and beauty of the place,
characterized by the cleanliness of its sand and the clarity of its waters.

This beach is a tourist destination due to its availability of most service
facilities and tourist requirements. The visitor finds many hotels and furnished
apartments ready for rent along the beach, in addition to restaurants, cafes, and
other service facilities that the tourist needs to enjoy their holiday, and the most
important factor that attracts tourists from within and outside the country to
Mersa El Kebir is the security it provides.

Mersa El Kebir Beach, which enjoys a magical nature, receives an
increasing number of visitors each year, eager to enjoy the beauty of the site and
the luxury of the completed hotel facilities, regardless of its contribution to the
development of tourism in the beaches. More than six million tourists have
stayed in the coastal areas of western Algeria during the past years, according to
statistics prepared by the Tlemcen State Tourism Directorate.

What strikes the visitor upon entering the Mersa El Kebir municipality is
the breathtaking view of the two mountains, which are like twin brothers
looking at each other, as if they are asking what is the wisdom behind our
separation, and the people below each one often look at the other. Many people
gather at the closest point on the Algerian-Moroccan border, known locally as
"Bin jraf".

Additionally, it i1s said that this region "Port-Say" was once a hub of
activity, where water flowed from the mountain, and the place where water
emerges is still visible on both sides of the Algerian and Moroccan mountains.
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< Berbajani Beach:’

Among the most enchanting areas in Algeria is the "Berbajani" beach in
Tlemcen, where the captivating nature meets the azure sea, with the Berbajani
island situated between three mountains, extending 70 meters, located at the far
right of Sidna Youchaa Beach, about seven kilometers away.

Berbajani Beach in Tlemcen, or the stunning secluded beach, is situated
among several massive rock formations, and it is considered one of the most
beautiful beaches on the Mediterranean Sea in the world, as the waters are

crystal clear blue, the waves are powerful, and the panoramic views are

unparalleled. Various activities can be practiced on the beach, such as jet skiing,
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swimming, boating, and more. This beach can be accessed through a short path
that takes about a quarter of an hour.

Among several beaches in Tlemcen, Berbajani Beach has managed to
impress its visitors with a variety of enjoyable activities and breathtaking views,
as well as a relaxing atmosphere that everyone who visits it can enjoy. This is
just one of the reasons that have made this sandy public beach the best in
Tlemcen, in addition to its other unique features, such as its sparkling clear
waters.

All visitors to this beach are in for a unique and unparalleled experience,
which they can enjoy through practicing some of the distinctive water sports and
activities, such as swimming and water skiing, which attract most of the beach's
visitors, as well as surfing, which some consider challenging and enjoyable at
the same time.

For lovers of mountain tourism, Berbajani Beach offers a golden
opportunity to kill two birds with one stone, as it contains amazing caves and
passages that bear witness to a full history of wars, where it is said to have been
an ideal place for Turkish pirates to ambush European ships. The area attracts
many explorers and adventurers to climb those enchanting caves and grottos.
Despite its limited size, the beach remains one of the most beautiful beaches in

the Tlemcen region.
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% Honaine Port "Kingdom of Tlemcen Port":'

Below Mount Taqra, one of the extensions of the Tarrara mountain range,
lies the city of Honein, which is situated between the mouth of the Tafna River
and the Ghazwat Marina on the western coast. Founded in the 12th century BC
by the Phoenicians, it was known as "Gypsaria-Portus" or the land of gypsum,
as its peaks are renowned for their abundance of marble and where the rare

black marble was recently discovered.

Its initial landmarks were set by Phoenician traders at that time, and it
expanded during the Roman era, who named it "Artisica Portus" or the road to
the kingdom of Seqa, founded by the Numidian king Syphax, located about 40
kilometers east of the city of Honein. During the Roman era, its port was
expanded, and a formidable fortress was built on its western side to protect the

city.

Honaine Port in Tlemcen was an important port for the Zayyanid state and,
being the oldest port in Africa, it served as a center for trade and communication
with the outside world. Located strategically on the northwestern coast of
Algeria, about 60 kilometers northeast of this city, this port was a hub for trade
and communication with the outside world, serving as a base for Zayanid state
armies heading towards the eastern regions. It was a vital maritime gateway to
Andalusia, serving as a supply base for urgent needs, and this port was built at a

record pace.

Historically, this port is an integral part of the region's history and its
economic and cultural development. Its origins date back to ancient times when
Tlemcen was a significant commercial center along the northwestern coast of

Algeria. During the Middle Ages, the port was developed to become a hub for
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maritime trade between Algeria, Europe, Morocco, and other coastal cities in

North Africa.

It was a destination for European traders and trans-Saharan merchants,
making it one of the closest ports to Andalusia, where its port faced Almeria
Port on the opposite shore, playing a pivotal role in civilization open to the
world. Among the most important ports in the Mediterranean, it connected with
the ports of Genoa, Bejaia, Valencia, and Marseille, attracting traders from
Europe for profitable deals. It imported gold, iron, jewelry, rice, cotton, saffron,
paper from Europe and the Sudan, while exporting wool, leather, industrial

textiles, and agricultural products.

Economic activities in Honaine varied between trade, agriculture, industry,
and fishing, reflecting the prosperity of the city's inhabitants. Their homes
rivaled those of Andalusian residents, with each house having a well of fresh
water, a courtyard planted with vines, tiled floors, and roofs adorned with the
same tiles, and walls covered entirely with artistic mosaics. The colored tiles
were used to decorate the surfaces of rooms and walls, illustrating the wealth
and prosperity of the traders at that time, likening their residences to those built

in Andalusian cities.

In modern times, Honaine Port has witnessed significant development and
modernization to improve infrastructure, expand shipping and unloading
capacities, making it play a larger role in international maritime trade and

boosting the local economy of Tlemcen and neighboring areas.

The port features advanced infrastructure equipped with the latest
technologies for docking and unloading commercial ships efficiently. Prominent
features of the port include storage, unloading, and loading facilities that allow
goods to arrive and transfer smoothly. The port also offers ship maintenance and
repair services, making it a preferred destination for both commercial ships and
fishermen. Additionally, the port provides temporary storage areas for goods and
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facilities for shipping and unloading, facilitating transportation and trade

exchanges smoothly.

In addition to its advanced infrastructure and comprehensive logistical
services, Honaine Port is located in a strategically important position on the
northwestern coast of Algeria, making it a vital point for international trade and
maritime exchange. The port provides access to various markets across the
Mediterranean Sea, facilitating trade between northern and southern
Mediterranean countries and even to European markets. These factors play a
significant role in enhancing economic activities in the port's surrounding

region.

Today, the coastal city of Honaine attracts tourists and vacationers due to
its Roman historical sites, stunning natural landscapes, and mountains
overlooking the city. It boasts four beaches with a total length of about 17

kilometers, bearing Amazigh names like Tafasut and Akla.
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% Hammam Boughrara: An oasis of wellness and beauty in the heart of
Tlemcen '

One of the most famous spa resorts is the Boughrara Thermal Baths located

in the north western region of the Tlemcen province, about 30 kilometers from

the city and administratively belonging to the Maghnia district. It boasts a
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strategic location on National Road No. 7 linking Tlemcen to the Moroccan city
of Oujda, making it a distinctive tourist destination.

Human settlement in Boughrara Thermal Baths dates back to ancient times,
with archaeological evidence pointing to the existence of an ancient Roman
settlement in the area. It was a favored destination for trade caravans and
pilgrims due to its hot springs rich in minerals, which contributed to stimulating
commercial and economic activities in the region.

Over time, it became renowned for its therapeutic properties for various
diseases, especially rheumatism and skin conditions, as it is equipped with all
the necessary facilities to provide guests with the luxury and comfort they need.

Boughrara Thermal Baths allow visitors to enjoy its stunning natural
landscapes, visit its diverse tourist attractions, and offers numerous long hiking
trails in the surrounding area, making it an ideal destination for nature lovers and
adventurers.

In terms of accommodation, there are various options available, ranging
from luxurious hotels to traditional inns.

The restaurants at Boughrara Thermal Baths offer a wide range of
traditional Algerian and international dishes.

Tourist Attractions: Boughrara Thermal Baths are located near many tourist
attractions, such as Maghnia Forest, the historic city of Maghnia, and Mount
Taskor. Boughrara Thermal Baths can be visited throughout the year, but the
best time to visit is during spring or autumn when the weather is moderate.

Boughrara Thermal Baths is an ideal destination for a peaceful holiday,
where visitors can enjoy the health benefits of its mineral waters and discover

the beauty of Algerian nature.
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«% Chiguer Thermal Baths: The Source of Healing'

The "Chiguer" thermal baths are considered among the most famous
mineral baths located in the western part of the country. They are situated 5
kilometers from the border town of Maghnia in the Tlemcen province, at an
altitude of 361 meters above sea level, occupying a vast area with a natural
water outlet emerging from the mountain, and a spring on the edge of the road

where passersby can drink.

The discovery of the Chiguer thermal baths dates back to the 1990s, when
the residents of Maghnia discovered the underground waters that spring from the
depths of the earth within the Maghnia forest. The fame of these mineral waters
reached across Algeria, becoming a destination for all visitors seeking the

Chiguer thermal baths, after hearing about their remarkable properties in treating
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bone and joint diseases, as well as their belief in the possibility of healing

kidney stones.

The fame of the Chiguer thermal baths has not only been limited to
Algerians within the country's borders, but has also reached beyond, even across
the seas. When its reputation reached the borders, a group of foreign experts
came and conducted laboratory analyses of these waters, confirming the surprise
that proved everything said about the Chiguer thermal baths. After the analysis,
they confirmed that the water is healthy and contains useful mineral substances
in treating patients, attributing the secret to the Chiguer water, which makes the

patient thirstier the more they drink.

The Chiguer thermal baths open their doors annually to receive more than
80,000 people, about 600 visitors per day during the summer season and 200 per
day during the winter, and even during Ramadan, patients visit to seek

treatment.

It has been reported that the thermal baths consist of two wings, one for
men with a swimming pool and 24 individual showers, and another for women
with two swimming pools, one for women and one for children, and 17
individual showers, supervised by the manager and the cashier responsible for
the chalets, a guard at the men's entrance and a guard at the women's entrance, in
addition to 28 workers from the social network and pre-employment contracts,
and a state engineer in biology. The thermal baths' waters are under continuous

monitoring by the competent authorities.

The Chiguer thermal baths in the far west of Algeria have become the
primary destination for many citizens seeking rest and relaxation in general, and
those seeking healing from various chronic diseases and joint and bone pains,
especially those suffering from kidney stones. The matter in the Chiguer thermal
baths is not limited to bathing, but extends to drinking the waters, which they
say can break down the stones that form in the human kidney. Therefore, a large
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group of visitors flock to the Chiguer thermal baths to seek healing by drinking

the mineral waters to get rid of and even prevent kidney diseases.

Cars flock to the Chiguer thermal baths from all provinces of the country,
creating a noticeable congestion, especially on holidays and weekends. This is
not only due to people's desire for recreation, but many also come to this place
to bring the waters of the Chiguer spring located in the Maghnia region, due to
the wisdom and praiseworthy purpose of this water, and to drink it daily by all
family members, not just the patients. Those suffering from kidney stones
remain at the top of the list of visitors to the region, due to the ability of these

waters to break them down.

Visitors to the Chiguer thermal baths line up at the entrances in an orderly
manner, each waiting their turn as if they were in a medical clinic, waiting for a
doctor to heal them. They come to the Chiguer spring from all regions of the
country, from the west, north, east, and south, all with the hope of returning

home healthy and well, or at least carrying the balm of healing.
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% The Old Bath: An Icon of the Zayanid Heritage'

An architectural, historical, archaeological, and tourist masterpiece par
excellence, the Old Bath is the only one in North Africa that dates back 10

centuries.

The "Old Bath" is located in the south-eastern part, behind the Grand
Mosque in the square known as "Al-Tarbiya" in the ancient city of Nedroma in
Tlemcen. It resembles the Islamic baths in Andalusia. It is a traditional bath that
has remained operational to this day, fueled by firewood, making it the first and
oldest in the Islamic history of Central Maghreb, and it still receives visitors and

operates in the traditional way of heating water with charcoal and wood.

This bath was built with high technique, based on the idea that the bath is

considered an annex to the mosque, as it was constructed during the Almoravid
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era after the construction of the Great Mosque. Among the evidence for this is
the capitals of its columns and its architectural design, with the likely period
ranging between 1095 and 1147 AD. It is a simple bath, but its fame has

exceeded all expectations.
eInside the Old Bath in Algerian Nedroma:

You try hard to explore the city of hanging walls, the ancient Nedroma,
located on the Algerian-Moroccan border, more than 650 km from the capital.
You wander between its architectural style and the mosaic of its narrow,

winding alleys.

Among the gates of the historic houses, each telling an era of the ancient
era, you walk through its precious neighborhoods from Bani Zaid to Qanawa,
but in the Qasbah neighborhood, you find yourself in the Al-Tarbiya square,
facing the Almoravid mosque and next to it the Old Bath, which is over ten

centuries old, still a witness to its era in the city of Nedroma, defying time.

In the south-eastern part, facing the Grand Mosque, a garden fragrant with
roses, basil, and jasmine, mingled with the scent of fire, embers, and firewood,
welcomes visitors. A sign indicates the history of the bath, which is run by the
state, the Almoravid bath, the construction of which dates back at least between

1095 AD and 1147 AD.

eThe main entrance to the Almoravid Old Bath:

As you descend the stairs to enter through the main wooden gate, you find
the manager of the Old Bath, Mohamed Belzaer, welcoming you with his usual
smile, to tell the details that escape the visitors of this historical landmark. He
says, "According to historians, this bath was built at least ten centuries ago, and
it is still operating in the same traditional way. The water, about 3,000 liters, is
heated in a large pot over a wood fire for hours from the dawn of each new day,

and the process is repeated twice a day, except for the hot summer season."
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The water is heated in a large underground furnace located outside the bath
site. The bath manager or his assistant descends the stairs to the furnace and
ignites the firewood in the mouth of a large room that holds a huge iron pot
capable of holding more than 3,000 liters of water, and the water is diverted

through channels directly connected to the internal reservoir of the bath.

The Old Bath, built during the Almoravid era, is based on sound
foundations. Columns resound above, carrying the high ceiling of the landmark
towards the sky. The main courtyard or reception hall is called the "cold area,"
where visitors rest after spending time in the "hot area," a large hall divided by
columns and arches into interconnected spaces, with a water fountain in the
center, whose murmuring sounds soothe the senses of the attendees, a unique
architectural design. The bath may seem ordinary at first glance, but the door

leading to the bathing room reveals more secrets of this Almoravid landmark.

eThe entrance to the bathing room:

The Old Bath is divided into a cold area, a hot area, and a bathing room,
separated by wooden gates (the main courtyard, the additional courtyard, and the

bathing room).

In the bathing room, which we enter through two gates a meter apart, your
vision may be obscured at first by the dense steam rising from the hot water. It is
a rectangular room, with a large reservoir of hot water in the far right corner.
Ventilation openings in the ceiling illuminate the space. The bath is
distinguished by the white lime color, both inside and out, while the tiles are
ancient terracotta, and in the shape of an arch, there is the "Jabbiya," a local term

meaning a basin filled with water, in the form of steps on which th e bathers sit.

On the left side, there is another rest room. Mohamed Belzaer says, "Many
who have visited this place for bathing have been cured of their ailments and

illnesses, especially joint and back diseases," citing several cases, including "an
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elderly sheikh who came from the Adrar governorate in the Algerian Sahara, his
back bent, unable to stand upright as if always in a kneeling position, but after
one bathing session, he came out as if he had no ailment, standing straight, to the

point that he could not believe it himself."

The OIld Bath witnesses the influx of very important personalities,
including current and former ministers in the Algerian government, as well as

political and religious figures from inside and outside the country.

Among the secrets of the Old Bath is the existence of a basement leading to
the Sultan's Palace in the Qasbah neighbourhood of the city, about 1,000 meters
away, but the manager of the Old Bath confirmed that the ongoing construction
work in the surrounding areas has affected the basement, which collapsed due to
the digging of the foundations of the new houses, and that the ancient city
contains many secrets and historical landmarks awaiting discovery by historians

and archaeologists.
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Opening:
Tlemeen, a city
of cufture and history

Tlemcen, or Boumariya previously, is
a city of beauty, proud of its glorious
and flourishing past, and astonishing
with its refined Andalusian landmarks,
its towering minarets, and its natural
sites.

It is also a source of authenticity,
history, and roots. It has captivated
human interest since ancient times,
lived its golden age under the Arab
Islamic civilization, and was a cultural
and urban center, eaming the
historians the nickname "Granada of
Africa" and the essence of Morocco.

Tourism plays a significant role in
encouraging investment due to the
province's geographical location and
natural attractions, adding its historical
and cultural landmarks, making it a
hub for tourist attraction.

Tlemcen welcomes you, whether
you are visitors or tourists, to enjoy
all that God has blessed it with in
terms of beauty, architecture, arts,
and cultural landmarks. Tlemcen
offers you what you are looking for
and opens up vast horizons.
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Résumé:
La traduction est une culture et une civilisation sur ce que les peuples ont accompli
pour faire progresser 'humanité. Le guide touristique joue également un rdle essentiel
dans les programmes de développement du tourisme local. La ville de Tlemcen,
comme d'autres villes algériennes, se distingue par la présence de nombreux sites
touristiques qui reflétent la culture et l'authenticité de la région et constituent un

¢lément important de I'attrait touristique.

Mots-clés : Guide ; Tourisme ; Traduction ;Tlemcen.

Abstract:

Translation is a culture and civilization based on what peoples have achieved for the
advancement of humanity. Tourist guides also play a vital role in local tourism
development programs. The city of Tlemcen, like other Algerian cities, stands out for
the presence of numerous tourist attractions that reflect the culture and authenticity of
the region, serving as an important element of tourist attraction.

Keywords: Guide; Tourism; Translation; Tlemcen.




