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At the entrance of Alhambra was our meeting,

How sweet is a rendezvous not thought of before.

Two soft black eyes in perfect frames enticing,
Generating after-effects from the past ages afore.

Are you a Spaniard? | asked her enquiring,

She said: Granada is the city where | was bore.
Granada! Seven centuries awoke from slumbering,

In her eyes, after the clothing of sleep they wore.

And Umayyad, with flags lifted high, flying,

Their horses streaming by, unnumbered they pour.
How strange is history, how is it to me returning?

A beautiful granddaughter, from my pedigree of yore.
With a Damascene face, through it | was seeing,

The eyelids of Sheba and the neck of Sucad once more.
| saw a room in our old house with a clearing,

Where mother used to spread my cushions on the floor.
And the Jasmine inlaid in its stars were shining,

With the golden singing pool, a picture of splendour.
Damascus, where is it? | said: you will be seeing

It in your flowing hair, a river of golden black ore.

In your Arab face, in your mouth still storing
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The suns of my country from the days of Arab lore.

In the perfume of Generalife with waters gleaming,

Its Arabian Jasmine, its sweet basil and citron odour.
She came with me and her hair behind her flowing,
Like luscious ears of grain in an unharvested meadow.
The long earrings on her neck were glittering,

Like Christmas Eve candles that sparkle and glow.
Behind her like a child | walked, she was guiding,

And behind me, history, piles of ashes row after row.
The decoration of Alhambra | almost hear pulsing,
And the ornaments on the roof, | hear their call grow.
She said: Alhambra! Pride of my ancestors glowing,
Read on its walls my glories that shine and show.

Her glory! | anointed an open wound festering,

And in my heart anointed another that refused to go.

If only my lovely granddaughter had a way of knowing,
The ones she meant were my ancestors of long, long ago.
When | bid her adieu, when | knew | was going,

| embraced in her Tariq ibn Ziyad, that Arab hero.*

'Granada: A Poem by Nizar Qabbani (arabamerica. com)
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Résumé :

Cette recherche a le but d’éxplorer les défis de la traduction des symboles de la poésie
arabe , dont, il serait interessant d’étudier les nuances culturelles et les subtilités
linguistiques qu’entravent la transmission des symboles poétiques dans la langue cible,
ainsi entre fidélité et trahison en raison d’adaptation lors une traduction correcte des
connotations dediées aux lecteurs.

Mots clés : la poésie arabe , le symbolisme , traduction , fidelité ,trahison.

Summary :

This research is devoted to the challenges associated with the translation of arabic poetic
symbols with regards to the artistic and intercultural aspects in their transmission to the
target language, yet the arrays of terms and structures and the translator’s attitude of
preserving or betraying connotations in favor of adaptation to the readers.

Key words : arabic poetry , symbol , translation ,fidelity ,betraying.



