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The summary in English:

The presence of women in the narrative speech/works, such as plays, stories and so on,
has a great value as it has proved her specifications and told about her goal her presence
challenging men’s world throughout the presence of this symbol, and significance in the
general construction which is born by the play itself by the means of the occurrence of events
and realities which reflect all the female’s secrets .Women’s image is still part of the main
strategies of any literary work which relates behaviors, viewpoints and list both events and
pictures which reflect her deep will for liberty and freedom. Besides to that, it shows how this
woman tends to break all the laws and taboos. She wants to prove her existence and show her
world with her pen, tongue and gestures. The story of “La Anam”, “Do Not Sleep” written by
the great writer « Ilhssane ABD EL KODDOUS » the Egyptian famous and well known
writer, is one of the thousands of creative works, and everlasting master prices which
described the symbol of women in a literary image, which was not an ordinary one that’s
literary study has emphasized upon the Semiotic Analysis and critics throughout spotting the
light on the symbol of « Nadia LOTFI » the heroine and the main character of the master
piece of lhssane ABD EL KODDOUS « La Anam » and whom the events are related to form
a real story of that woman who seeks for liberty and freedom.

The key words: The Symbol, The Women, Novelist discourse, Semiotic analysis.
Résumé en francais :

La présence de la femme dans les travaux littéraires a atteint une trés grande importance et
valeur surtout dans le discours narrative .Sa présence et sa spécification ont été reflété a
travers la présence symbolique dans le cadre de la constitution générale, qui est crée par
I’histoire elle-méme. L’image de la femme (symbole féminine) et ses significations
sémiologiques étaient toujours un élément essentiel dans les stratégies des travaux littéraires
qui montrent et présentent les événements et les scénes qui racontent les questions de la
femme ; ses besoins, ses désires , son existence et surtout sa raison d’étre. La femme a
toujours voulu briser les obstacles et surtout les tabous .Son réve était toujours a réaliser son
univers féminin a travers ses gestes, paroles et plumes.

Dans son histoire « La Anam » «Je ne dors plus »qui est considérer comme un chef
d’ceuvre, lhsanne ABD EL-KODDOUS a illustré le symbole de la femme dans une image
artistique qui sort de 1’ordinaire. Et on a choisi cette histoire comme theme de recherche pour
étudier la présence de la femme « Symbole » du féminisme et et pour exercer une étude
symbolique montrant le symbole de la femme « Nadia LOTFI » L’héroine de I’histoire dans
toutes les dimensions et en savoir plus sur le but de 1’écrivain Thsanne ABD EL-KODDOUS
qui en a fait de « Nadia » 1’héroine et le centre de I’histoire, entouré de toutes les ambiguités
et obscurité.

Les mots clé: Le symbole, La femme, Le discours romancier, L'analyse sémiotique.
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Introduction:

Women's symbol belongs to the list of critical, technical studies and
aesthetic literary. Certainly, the narrative speech (means the novelist text here) is
the most appropriate to contain this symbol and investigates it in all literary’s
aspects, that leads the narrator highlighting on a social and humanitarian issue
which is "women".

This is from one side, on the other hand, the novel is the most appropriate
space to uncover the secrets and images of femininity, and its internal and
external features, and described the beauty of the female body and its
symbolism; the body created mainly from the masculinity’s entity, which is
associated self-evident to it; so woman is a branch or an integral part of the
man’s self-reliance; and from the nucleus of life; and from the heart of the
community.

Moreover, the elements of the narrative provides a fantastic opportunity
for a writer to disclose directly or hidden, on his total desires and aspirations
freely and openly, about the female (women), and without fear or restriction, he
Is taken by the ideas and words, so that he goes and delve deeper into another
world, a world too permissive by satisfaction of desires and infinite pragmatism
pleasures.

Semiotic is a critical literary approach based on the analysis, study and
interpretation of signs, signals, symbols and images in the social life through the
language system, which connects between the signifier and signified. The
woman is truly a basic and effective symbol of these symbols which indicate
meanings that cannot be counted or described because of its big number,
complexity and the different patterns and hints.

While the symbol is an open entity that some of the readings or

interpretations and explanations does not consumes; it has the capability and



willingness to contain many definitions, clarifications, and interpretations; and
each recipient reads as aware or think in terms of his personal vision; so the
symbol of women by way of illustration but not limitation, is a symbol full of
many of the images, changes and transitions.

All scholars, thinkers, researchers, and especially novelists take care of
women. On this basis, our focus settled on the symbolic of Nadia LOTFI in the
novel "I do not sleep" by the famous Egyptian writer lIhsan ABD EL
QUODDOUS, as this teenage girl is the main and central character, and heroine
of the novel; and for this we chose the semiotic approach and analysis, to be a
tool to extrapolate and read the subject of the search.

Perhaps the researcher during the process of choosing the topic who wants
to simplify for treatment; he arranged in his mind a specific list of motives,
themes, objectives and desired ends which can build features search or steps of
the study. Moreover, the points that | want to put on this project, has revealed
itself about the reasons why choosing this subject.

If we mention those reasons in the brief summarize, it will be recorded in
the following:

- The narrative text is the best and wider space in which the writer can
express with full freedom - without pressure or restriction - about worldly
ambitions or visions and feelings that repressed within him, and the female
(women) is one of the ambitions, but she is an interesting object in his life.

- ldentify the devolved manifestations and the Tagged images in narrative
discourse novelist.

- An attempt to demonstrate that modern semiotics is actually the old

semantics, -is intended to science of study and interpretation of signals, signs,



pictures, symbols, and semantic in the center of social life - as recognized by De
Saussure - ; and women is one of those conflicting symbols.

- The narrative text is much more than the poetic letter in the process of
poetic semiotic analysis, because the elements of the study clearly show
semiotics and clarity in prose and clarity more than in poetry, that’s why treated
model in the search is chosen the same of the novel.

- To emphasize those women is one of the symbols of the social life and
humanity, which cannot be dispensed with in any way, just like men, and that if
the man was half of the society, a woman is the other half.

- The distinction between the term of symbol, and the rest of the keys and
terminologies of the semiotic science learned, as images, reference, label, icon ..
and so on.

Also each search has axes and certain elements, which determined the nature or
Impose its division into chapters according to a specific methodology and
special curriculum. For this, the research has been divided as follows:

- Introduction: Brief review on the subject / talk about the reasons for
selecting the topic / methodology in writing research / highlighted the
difficulties that we faced during the process of research, writing and collecting
references.

- Introduction: the possibility of analyzing the novelist discourse as a
semiotic analysis: We tried at the entrance to show the concept of criticism and
its relationship to the curriculum semiotic; then we talked about the narrative
term and narrative novelist text and the possibility of reading it with a semiotic
curriculum, by asking a series of problems and answer them, then made clear the
difference between the two terms, text and discourse in the world of modern

semiotics, and how is their extent openness on the narratives. Finally, we linked



between the symbol and the novelist text, and we stated in talk about the
possibility of interpretation in semiotic criticism.

Chapter I: Semiology of symbolism Western culture in general; and
semantic building symbol for character of women in the Arab novelist discourse
in particular: we wanted a chapter in theory; in which we have talked about the
emergence of the current code and the extent of openness, then the concept and
significance of code for psychologists and scientists; also about its evolution
over different ages in Western culture in general, as we mention to the symbol
of women among the Arabs in particular.

Chapter 11: the symbolism transformations and changes of women in the
novel "I do not sleep” by lhsan ABD EL QUODDOUS: Here we listed the most
prominent changes, which occur for the heroine of the novel, Nadia Lutfi and
from one time to the other as a symbol of femininity; a symbol of women's
unconscious indifferent to her actions reckless; so it is an applied chapter in
which we Followed the semiotic analysis.

Chapter I11: technology / dimensions and structures of narrative in the
novel "I do not sleep™: In this chapter we analyze the most important techniques
of narrative in the novel “I do not sleep” as a semiotic analysis, by focusing on
the actions, behaviors planes and tricks of the heroine, and stating the most
leading-dimensional structures and functions, which were given to the heroine.

- Opinion and Critique: we have mentioned the personal views and
criticism.

- Conclusion: (a general summary on the subject).

- List of sources and references.

- Index.

To study the subject of search, we used a list of famous works, among

them by way of illustration but not limitation as follows:



- Ihsan ABD EL QUODDOUS / novel "do not sleep," a source at the top
of the list.

- Hamid ALHAMIDANI / "the structure of the narrative text from the
perspective of literary criticism."

- Rashid BIN MALIK / "the narrative structure in the theory of
semiotics."

- Zahra JELASSI / "the feminine text."

- Saiid YAKTINE / "the openness of the novelist text."

- Kamal DESOUKI / "the educational growth of children and
adolescents.”

- Muhammad Ali KENNEDY / "symbol and the mask in modern Arabic
poetry."

- Mohammed MSBAA / "the image of women in the novels of Thsan

ABD EL QUODDOUS."
- Assaiid BUTAGEN / "the working engage, a semiotic study,

‘tomorrow 1s a new day’ by Ibn Hdouka."

- Abdul Majid NOSY / "semiotic analysis of the novelist speech,
rhetorical structures, installation, significance."
- Abdul broad HUMAIRI / "speech and text, concept, relationship,
power."

We do not claim the lead for this study, but there are those who have
gone before us to research and analysis, and this is what should be pointed out:
We have tried to search across the Internet, but we have not found something
important, but what we found in the author marked with: "the image of women
in the novels of lhsan ABD EL QUODDOUS "by Mohammed Msbaa,

publishing by Casbah house in Algiers, where the author of this reference



examined in his study the image of women or girl through five novels by Ihsan
ABD EL QUODDOUS are respectively:" | do not sleep, " I'm free, " impasse
"," Ahmed's wife, "and" nose and three eyes. " so Mohammed Msbaa was based
in his study of the image of women, on the psycho-social approach, in order to
know the extent of subordination of the female heroine character building of the
laws of psychological and social development.

Before finishing this work we decided that we refer to some
important observations:

1 / We have faced many difficulties during the search process, it should be
noted in particular:

- Scarcity of some basic references and books in direct relation with the
research, like the novel "I do not sleep," which does not exist in Algeria, so we
had to acquire one of the libraries of Cairo, as necessary for us this (lack of
references) obliged us to use the network information.

- As the time for research was too small, especially as it coincided with

several concerns, such as work, study, university and training courses abroad, as
well as some problems and health conditions.

2 / in the search we re-stated some of the sayings of the heroine of the
novel, because of the urgency use, then it is no matter to mention some points
without reasoning and cite them.

Perhaps by giving this modest research to students, scholars, lovers of
art and science of literature, we reap some fruits and benefits, that we have in
mind since the beginning of thinking about the choice of subject or since the
beginning of the search process, may be which is going to be the complement of
what had appeared by who came before us of the righteous, because we do not
claim perfection, (the only perfect is God), and we ask God for success, luck and

good work.



Conclusion:

At the end of this humble research, which we hope that we have been
successful in the selection of its subject matter, method analysis, and systematic
study we will state some brief notes or results, as follows:

- Although the famous man of literature, and thought lhsan ABD EL
QUODDOUS, and the magnitude of his production of literary and tender art, but
it has not been in the interest of the critics, who had to be for them to repeat
himself and his creative timeless each account instead of attacking and
criticizing it, even if the rehabilitation was conservatively.

- Thsan ABD EL QUODDOUS had a particular point of view towards
women, as called for the need for liberation from all restrictions and to have the

choice not forced reluctantly to self-determination, as reflected in most of his

novels, like: "Where | am," "the impasse”, " black glasses, " I'm free, " empty
Pillow, "" nothing matters, "something in my chest,” "I do not sleep” .. and
others.

- It is said that Ihsan ABD EL QUODDOUS had the courage to talk about
taboos and forbidden, without being afraid or ashamed of anyone, as he did in
the novel "I do not sleep”, as he permitted Nadia to do everything without shame
or cover-up.

- Once he made woman as a symbol of immorality, evil, selfishness,
hatred and death of conscience, then once again he made her a symbol of an
assaulter female for her crimes; it was a combining of multiple contrasting
characteristics in the same novel and in one personality; which formed an
equation of contradictory and conflicting parties, as no person can be
characterized by all these features at the same time, unless if it is a psychopath, a

complex character, a troubled and unbalanced person.



- The idea of writing subject of the novel "I do not sleep,” has not
produced from nothing, but there are points in common between what happened
to the writer Ihsan ABD EL QUODDOUS in his youth, and what happened to
Nadia LOTFI (heroine of the novel) in her life, both of them lived a life of
psychological turbulent and complex, which did not allow them to good adapt to
society; and both of them was faced hard shocks and difficult experience. So,
Ihsan grew away from his parents and raised in the house of his grandfather;
then with his aunt, but that education has not disassociate him neither from
tenderness and love of his mother - which was with bad biography as they said -;
nor for the kindness and care of his father, who popularized by the bad ethics; so
he lived deprived of the causes of happiness; the same thing is repeated with
Nadia.

- Nadia LOTFI Lived without goals or motives in her life as a result of the
different harsh conditions (like Ihsane); and so that there was a similarity
between the novelist life the ones of heroine of the novel, as both of them did
not have the taste of happiness, psychological calm, and the atmosphere of
family warmth, or stability; so thus both of them missed comfort and
reassurance and appropriate conditions to adapt to the members of the
community and its customs and its changes.

- Because of what was narrated about the mother of lhsane, and rumors
which had tarnished its reputation, that she was an artist, it has a big impact on
his novels, including "do not sleep”, so he draws the woman as a disgusting
corrupt, who does not interested in something or care about anything, just
looking for sexual pleasure and love as was the case for Nadia LOTFI.

- Perhaps the internal and external features of the character Nadia, and
functions of narrative referred through the narrative text "Do not sleep,” from
beginning to end is a mask to cover the writer’s personality because of what he

had faced during his life as contradictions and setbacks; as the personal novelist



hero is sometimes only a true reflection of the reality of the writer, because he is
not able to remove his subjectivity at all or get rid of the memories of his past.
Finally, by finishing our observations we should say something to
readers, that we do not claim perfection or quality of this research or the
research is empty from errors; only God who cannot make any mistake or error;
SO we recognize that it is just a study or reading or making an effort of a
researcher student aspires what is the best, and looking forward to what is the
finest and good. So if it is a successful work only because of the Almighty God
who has credit and grants us success so that we can accomplish this research,

but if we sinned or missed something in the search it was ourselves.
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