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Aouchem est né il y a des millénaires, sur les parois d'une grotte du
Tassili. Il a poursuivi son existence jusgu'a nos jours, tantdt secretement,
tantdt ouvertement, en fonction des fluctuations de I'histoire; il nous a
défendu et subsisté malgré toutes les conquétes intervenues depuis la
Romanisation. Sous diverses formes. Le signe magique a manifesté le
maintien d'une culture populaire, en laguelle s'est longtemps incarné
I'espoir de la nation, méme si par la suite une certaine décadence de ces
formes s'est produite sous des influences étrangéres. Ainsi, de tous temps,
a travers les ceuvres des artistes-artisans une rigueur intellectuelle,
caractéristique de notre civilisation, du nord au sud, s'est maintenue,
exprimée notamment des compositions géométriques.

C'est cette tradition authentique qu'Aouchem1967 affirme
retrouver, non seulement dans les structures des ceuvres mais aussi dans

(AN lsall Alaa o(Bdsal alisl delen (jlu)dadll A8EN GUL) dewlh ( JaS Blee — 1
.46 ] 45 U «02 2221l <04 M\
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la vivacité de la couleur. Loin d'une certaine gratuité de I'abstraction
occidentale contemporaine , qui a oublié les lecons orientales et africaines
dont était empreint I'art roman , il s'agit pour nous de définir les véritables
totems et les véritables arabesques , capables d'exprimer le monde ou
nous vivons , c'est-a-dire a partir des grandes themes formels du passe
algérien , de rassembler tous les éléments plastiques inventés ici ou la ,
par les civilisations , écrasees hier et aujourd'hui renaissantes , du Tiers-
Monde. Il s'agit d'insérer la nouvelle réalité algérienne dans I'humanisme
universel en formation, de la seconde moitié du XX° siecle.

C'est pourquoi le groupe "Aouchem™ s'engage aussi bien en
reprenant de grands themes Mythologiques toujours vivants, en
symbolisant I’explosion lyrique individuelle, qu'en s'emparant avec
violence des provocations que les drames actuels, d’Afrique ou d’Asie,
jettent au visage de l'artiste.

Nous entendons montrer que , toujours magique , le signe est plus
fort que les bombes. Nous avons cru discerner des préoccupations
similaires de langage chez certains poétes algériens.

Visionnaires réalistes, les "Aouchems™ peintres et poetes, declarent
utiliser les forces créatrices efficaces contre l'arriére-garde de la
médiocrité esthétique.
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[JL/NIFESTE DU GROUPE ® ADUCHEM *

Aouchem ost né il y a des mdllénoires, sur los parcis d'une geotte do
Tossili. Dopuis, il & poursuivi som existonce jusgu'd ros jours, tontht
socritonent, tontBt ouwericment, on forcticn dos fluctuations de Mpigtodre § 11
nous a défondy et subsistd melgnd toutocs los conguitss intorvonucs dopuis la
Romonisation, Sgus diverses formas, lo signe magique a menifestd lo maintion d'une
culture populsire, on laquollo s'eat longtoeps dncasmd 1lespair do lg nation,
Mg #i par la switc uno eerteino décadonce de ces formos 8'ost produdto sous
dos influoncos trenghres. Agned, dc toud tomps, 3 trovers lo= pouvrea des
artistes—grtisons unc riguour intolloctweslle, ceractirigiicue deo notro
civilisgtion, du nord su sud, s'cet maintonue, oxpriméc notomment done dog
compositicns glogftriquas.

Clost cotio trodition suthonticue u'Aouchom 1967 affirse rotrouves, non
soulemont dens los structures dos ocuvros mais sussi dons la vivecdtd de ln
coulcur. Loin d'unc cortaine grotuité de 1'obstraétion occidentals contenporaing,
gui a oublifc les legons oricntelos ot ofricaincs dont était oeprednt 1'nrt
fomon, il s'ogit pour nous do dEfindr los wiritablos totocms ot los wiziteblos
orcbosques, capobles d'cxprimor lo monde b nous vivons, c'ost-3=diro & portir
dos grands thiscs formels du possd algiricn, do rossonblor tous low dlésonts
plostiques inventds icf ou 1B, par los eividdsotiorm, fesesicn hinr sdmdpered s yenadi

Xoujourd'hui reraissantos, du Tiers-Mondo, 11 s'ogit d'insérer ls mouvellc réalité
slgirienne dons lVhusenisec wnivorssl on forsation, do le sccondo moitié du
X§ midcle.

Clost pourqued 1o groups ™ Aguchem " s'ongogo oussi bien on roprunont
de gronds thimos mythologigues toujours viveAts, on mywbolisont L'owplosion
lyrique indivg luelle, guon s'emperent avoc violenge dos provocotiors que los
dronas actucls, d'Afriguc cu d'Asis, jottent ey visoge oo 1tartinto.

Mous onicndons montrss que, toujours megigue, 1o signe cat plus fort que
leg bambos. Mous ovens cru discofnar dos précccupations similaires de longego
chog corbains polbtos alglricns.

Vizionnaizes séelistos, los ™ Acuchcms " peintzoa ot poktos, décleront
utilisor les farcos créctrices officaces contre 1'arridro-garde de la médiocrité
pathitigue.
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Résumé : En tant que ’Art considérer comme une phénoméne contextuel dont les
gualités sont constamment dans ses connexions, il montre des idées esthétiques, et se
traduit par différents types de parole, comportement, valeurs, et d’autres aspects de
la vie, I’identité ne serait pas limitée a des dimensions physiques ou morales, mais il
est allé au-dela des limites mémes de la formation d’une vie humaine plus ouverte a
travers le domaine artistique créatif, dans lequel I’art reste ’un des domaines les plus
fertiles et les plus importants dans D’enrichissement et le développement des
représentations identitaires, et afin d’identifier différents modéles artistiques, la scéne
artistique du groupe Aousham a distingué le paysage artistique. L’artiste post-
indépendance appelle a2 I’adoption de I’art algérien avec des instruments linéaires
locaux, un style artistique national indépendant, ce qui en fait un défi au style
orientaliste et européen, ainsi qu’a I’adoption de la philosophie de la rébellion sur le
seul style artistique dominant aprés la période d’indépendance, connue comme une
sorte de conflit culturel, qui a généré de nouvelles tentatives dans le temps
contemporain pour définir I’identité algérienne a travers les beaux-arts.

Abstract : As Art consider as a contextual phenomenon whose qualities are constantly
in its connections, it shows aesthetic ideas, and translates into different types of
speech, behavior, values, and other aspects of life, identity would not be limited to
physical or moral dimensions, but it went beyond the very limits of the formation of a
more open human life through the creative artistic field , in which art remains one of
the most fertile and important areas in the enrichment and development of identity
representations, and in order to identify different artistic models, the artistic scene of
the Aousham group has distinguished the artistic landscape. The post-independence
artist calls for the adoption of Algerian art with local linear instruments, an
independent national artistic style, which makes it a challenge to the Orientalist and
European style, as well as the adoption of the philosophy of rebellion on the only
dominant artistic style after the period of independence, known as a kind of cultural
conflict, which has generated new attempts in contemporary time to define Algerian
identity through fine arts.
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Introduction

As the history of mankind has evolved, globalization and the enormous
revolution in communications and communications have transformed the
world into a small village and human issues interact, human identities
have threatened to fade into the dominant colonial or intellectual invading
identity, and it is impossible to question the new identity’s ramifications
and consequences. In which the human heritage is exposed to campaigns
of distortion, devalue or impairing its effectiveness, whether in the
darkest of times, by returning to or increasing from the past in the present
situation, the fact that the heritage represents the nation's identity in
thought and culture and a reflection of the social, political, economic and
religious life of peoples.

As a contextual phenomenon whose attributes are indifferent from its
links, art manifests esthetic ideas and produces different kinds of
discourse, behavior, values and other aspects of life, and within this
process identity has not been sufficient to meet the physical or moral
dimensions that it defines. As far as it has gone beyond the most
influential dimensions in shaping a more human life, which is more
widely known and open through the creative artistic field, in which
plastic art remains one of the most creative fields and contributes to the
enrichment and development of identity representations, through the

collection of art paintings.

Art and identity, a deeply internated history based on a match
between the artist's personality and his artistic work, to consolidate the
domination of peoples' capabilities and to subject them to influence, as
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buildings, construction, clothing, carpets, walls and doors, customs,
traditions, popular markets, musical instruments and many others are full
of colors, lines and colors and symbols. Decorated with rich artistic
motifs in terms of genre or ores, they are not mere formalities, but (art
and identity), the moral engine, the determination of peoples and the
endless viability of survival, based on various fields within the concept of
culture and civilization, to highlight various aspects of the embodiment of
identity in works of art. Although the roles and effects of the painting are
wide, those roles are still a fertile material for research, analysis and
discovery with an infinite perspective as a visual perception that inspires
us to interpret its existence, gives the culture its characteristics and gives
it latent cards.

In order to identify these new cultural models, we have chosen this study
as a direct relationship with the cultural identity of Algerian society
during the last decade. In the field of knowledge research, the techniques
of the Arab artist in individuality and the formulation of a distinctive
creative identity, especially as the Arab art was preoccupied with identity
obituacy, moving the paintings of the movements and the plastic
associations to try the artists, to match the reality and to violate the
dominant concept of creativity.

The Arab experience and practices, which are inhabited by identity
obsoles until they have reached national union, through groups such as
the one dimension group in Irag, the Osam group in Algeria, the
Casablanca group in Morocco, Khartoum school in Sudan, Tunisia
school, and others, all variations on one idea are the pursuit of art and its
significance toward preserving the memory of its people. As a model of
the study, the Aoucham Art Group, which characterized the post-
independence plastic artistic landscape, called for the building of the
painting with local linear tools, an independant creative technique that

3



enhances the role of the national product and makes it a challenge and
competition for the consultative and European-style world. The need for

knowledge therefore required the following problems to be raised:

The problem of research

There is no doubt that the growing need for change and distinctiveness,
the exit from the European style after independence, because Algerian
society is influenced by European culture and the penetration of Algerian
identity by the orientalist patterns, and the impact of European schools on
Algerian artistic style, due to the consequences of international cultural
friction and the modern sociocultural changes of the 1970s. These factors
formed new cultural monuments, and as a result of the monopoly of some
Algerian artists on the artistic arena, after independence, taking to high
positions and handing them over to the administration of artistic
institutions at the expense of some, who were victims of marginalization
and exclusion, as they lost their chance to be found in the artistic arena.
One of the main reasons that led Algerian plastic art groups, led by the
Aoucham group, to adopt the philosophy of rebellion on the one hand and
to try to deviate from the classical artistic style of the period (after
independence) in a modern Algerian way, which made us rereading the
Algerian plastic reality, which is multi-cultural. He was also known for
the type of cultural conflict that resulted in new attempts at the
contemporary time to define Algerian cultural identity through plastic art,
and on this basis addressed the issue of our research on the problem of the
embodiment of Algerian identity through Algerian plastic art, in the sense
of how well the work of the Aoucham group has achieved the

representation of Algerian identity?



Questions of research based on this problem, we can ask the following

guestions:
How have the various works of other Algerian artists been singled out by

the accumulation of visual experience, so that the specificity of Algerian
society can be seen?

How does our identity interact without each nation losing its cultural
heritage?

What is the role of the plastic art groups in projecting Algerian identity?

How did artwork maintain the solidifying of identity?

Hypotheses

The sociocultural changes in Algerian society affect the cultural balance
of Algerian society and the likelihood that artists will be affected and
reflected in their works.

Identity cannot exist by its own individuals and without examples of
imperfections, so discovering the other is a prerequisite for self-
knowledge.

The cultural identity of a society must be based on the origins of its
power, values, ethical principles, social controls, and lofty goals that
make it a center of global and human polarization.

The art style developed after independence is often exposed to the denial
of classical artists, an outcry from officials, and the etcation of
government art schools and institutes, whenever they break the rules and
rules of classical academic studies.

Throughout history, in all times and times, the voices rejecting creativity
and modernized art emerge, exposing the contemporary artist to the

rejection of his works, often to physical and moral harassment.



There is a relationship between identity and art, as the artist who
has no identity can not be created, because if he produced artistic
structures with the perspective of others, and he lost his identity, he
became his party in the hope of others, and he will repeat what he dictates
and become a follower of others, he is all concerned to imitate or to be
apathetic to them, and to be creative within their framework. He is
inspired by his spiritual and cultural heritage, as is the case for many,

believing that everything is good and better than local.

Split Study:

All this momentum of questions and hypotheses has led us to divide our
research into three chapters:

The first chapter was entitled "the problem of identity in Algerian plastic
art between the legacies of colonialism and the pressure of modernity",
which included theoretical approaches to the concept of identity and
cultural identity, and the most important foundations that contributed to
its construction.

Chapter Il contained the identity of the artistic heritage between multiple
species and coherent models to understand how to establish identity and
its facilties with different models and fields, and we considered it the
theoretical aspect of the model work.

The third chapter involved Algerian identity with the Aoucham group,
which resembles a panorama of mixed and heterogeneous manifestations
and how it tried to prove its uniqueness in its artistic way, try to break art
with Western art, then the clash and rebellion that took place inside the
Algerian artistic center and draw a general conclusion that included the

most important results to which it was reached.



Reasons for choosing a topic

As is well known, every researcher has reasons to choose a particular
field without others, for research and study, if self-motivated, because we
fear the loss of our cultural identity, which has long been the price of self-
defense, self-defense, and objectivity, due to the documentation of the
work of Algerian artists, in Algerian university libraries. They knew what
they had done on the artistic scene, lest our Algerian society lose many of
its cultural identity, as a result of the strong cultural friction between our

culture and other cultures.

Study goal:

This study seeks to know Algerian identity and stages of establishing it,
and to address Algerian cultural identity, with the aim of raising
awareness of the cultural conflict that lives in the cultural space, as well
as alerting to the disorders that define the cultural identity, which

negatively affect the social structure of Algerian society.

Importance of Study:

Speaking of identity in Algerian plastic art is one of the most important
studies for the large number of students and social actors involved in it,
because belonging to a culture is a reflection of the values and standards
of this culture, and because it is not always easy to measure the cultural
intangible balance of society, especially if the other is (whether
represented in power or represented in the West). Different cultural
conflicts and backgrounds, as well as different expectations, thus, it is
difficult to resolve cultural conflicts as long as the parties to conflict and
to penetrate, have different beliefs. As is known, cultural identity is the
cornerstone of the formation of Nations because it is the result of a long

historical accumulation, cultural unity cannot be achieved by a decision
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even if political will is lacking. This is due to the absence of a true
democracy in the Arab countries, but its independence was a
rearrangement of the relations it has had with the European colonial
countries (France and England), and thus Arab cultural unity has
remained subject at present to the common elements of its cultural
heritage that art has borne upon it. In order to unite shared social, artistic,
scientific, and educational values, while every people of Arab and
Muslim faith is distinguished from other peoples, as an exceptional
universal value, and in the matter of defining and talking about the
common relationship between these peoples, it is self-evident that we

address the relationship of art to identity.

Study scope and Search Sample:

In order to choose the appropriate period of study, we have to take
models of different paintings by Algerian artists, to know how each of
them embodied in its own way and style the representation of Algerian
identity, to follow the methodology of research and to address
inclusiveness and to reach generalizations that explain the reflection of
their work on Algerian identity. We have conducted a survey and the

study model, the Aoucham community, is chosen.

Methodology of research:

Some of the approaches and methods through which data collection and
scientific research have been used because the phenomenon of identity as
other social phenomena has to be examined in its historical context, thus
analyzing this scope in its technical and plastic context, and thus using
the historical approach to the network of social relations and systems in
relation to identity. This has helped us to monitor the historical dimension
of a phenomenon that forms the cultural and Algerian identity in its

8



dimensions, as well as to define the features of cultural change after
independence through modern and contemporary works of art, and the
researcher has used the descriptive and analytical methods to know the
plastic paintings and their impact on the cultural identity of Algerian
society. He took a look at its various aspects in order to reach satisfactory

results.

Search difficulties:

There is no scientific research without difficulties, and this is what we
have experienced during our research, the most important of which is that
the field of identity in plastic art is a wide field that is difficult to
understand in all its aspects, especially as Algerian society is divided by
different branches of tribes, branches of traditions and paths of
ceremonial print. In particular, on the practical side, we were unable to
obtain the work of each member of the Aoucham community, because
there were no previous studies of each name of the group's members,
whether in Arabic or foreign, but only prominent names such as Denis
Martinez, or any religious disciple. The artists under this group did not
write or write about their works when they were working under the cover
of the Aoucham Society, whether in their lives or in books that they

spoke about after their death.

Previous studies

In our study, we relied on some references, the most important of which
was the books of the Algerian historian Dr. Abu Al-Qasim Saad Allah
Rahma Allah, the intellectual and artist writer Ibrahim Murdoch.
Francis Duyer and David Mike Moore's book: Visual Culture and Visual
Learning.

April Camp, Berber Memory and Identity, translated by Abdul Rahim

9



Hzel.

Abdul Aziz Al Douri, the historical formation of the Arab Nation, a study
In awareness and identity.

Martin Haidger, Philosophy, Identity and Self, Translation of Muhammad
Amzyan, presentation of Muhammad Sabila.

Research of the International Scientific Symposium on the problems of
Islamic Arts in the current Society, National Council for Culture, Arts
and Heritage, Doha, first edition, March 2008.

Riad Ismat, a new vision: Articles in Literature, Arts and Society.

Our doctoral dissertations are based on: Khaldi Mohamed: Masterpiece of

plastic arts in Algeria during the French colonial aera, 1830-1962

In the end of this presentation, | can only thank God Almighty for
his apparent and unflinting support for the achievement of this message,
so in recognition of the beautiful credit of his people, | offer sincere
gratitude, thanks, appreciation and gratitude to his great master, Khaldi
Mohamed. | am encouraged to continue the research during the
preparation of the letter and the great confidence it has given me and to
grant it to all his applications, which | prefer to supervise this message, as
his supervision was the greatest effect in its achievement, and God has

bestowed it the best reward.
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Conclusion

The Aoucham community defines itself as a defender of national identity,
and the concepts of resistance defense are an extension of a long struggle
against the marginalization of the other and racism and the disregard for
the achievements of Algerian artists in the modern era of independence,
while the group tried to liberate itself from the usual style and style of art.
After independence and under the sole authority of the party, its nine
founders saw not only Donnis Martinez, Shukri Mesli, Mustafa Adan,
Sadiani Al Saeed, Razqgi Zarti, Bin Baghdad, 'Udun Hamid', '‘Baya
Muhyeddin' and '‘Dahmani’, who presented their paintings in the display
hall of the National Union for the Arts.

After the independence is extracted that the state of colonization is not
only a material phenomenon that robbed wealth, money and land, but the
Intifada against it is continuing by transferring the historical conflict with
colonialism to a state of art, the slogan of "Freedom", the freedom and
dignity of man, as well as the pluralism and cultural diversity against the
violent imposition of a fixed identity. Their works showed that the
peoples of the Third and the colonized world are no less civilized than the
West today, and that the worlds which they made and lived express the
most beautiful harmony and harmony of life with nature and people
among them, so they looked at the colonial issue from a human, value
and not just historical perspective. This explains their tendency to provide
technical models of symbols and semantics

This argument referred us to the issue of identity in the sense of
belonging and commitment to a conscious political direction, within a
general cultural context that is aware of human civilization, self-entity

and its privacy, and the question of the identity of the Aoucham group

11



implies two main orientations: Fear of absence in the face of the other
before the occupation. Through the erosion and criticism of the ‘colonial’
ideology and the politics of colonialism, the second approach that comes
during the transition in the life of the Algerian people after independence
through the ideological criticism of the regime, which has negatively
affected the cultural and social life of the State; History does not deny
that a group or a Shamm seeks to cultivate art by cultivating a popular
heritage and by publicizing the local heritage derived from successive
civilizations in Algeria, in self-proof and seeking space for local culture
in the midst of the dominant Western culture.

From within this context, we understand the diversity of his works and
the statements of Donnés Martinez throughout his career, as the issue, if it
is at first looking for salvation from the colonizer, is now searching for
cultural and intellectual salvation in the light of the communication and
information revolution, which is called cultural invasion and media
domination. Through the one party and the unified artistic style, a bright
side of a deep reflection of one thought that respects the other and accepts
its disagreement, although the other issues its voice, the artistic arena is
not home to fighting in front of the dominant and recombative speeches
that the group was exposed to, but rather it was necessary for the people
to erupt and write their own art. In an arena where tolerance and cultural
coexistence may be based on the difference in the artistic style, the way
of expression and vision from the perspective of the symbol, to
understand through the anthropological lesson, how the symbols are
invoked so that the plural of this group is a reflection of the purpose of
their drawing. In the applied chapter, we are asking a number of questions
to disintegrate this cognitive question into the references by which the
vocabulary of the various symbolic landscape was distributed through the

various structures of the Ocham community and their relationship with
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each other, and then the motivations that made its founder, Donnis
Martinez, resort to symbols in order to express Algerian identity.

In this typical context, we tried to be exposed to the symbolic history of
art and to the knowledge of its various meanings, hoping that we came to
shed light on some symbolic meanings and meanings of Algerian art in
establishing the identity of Algerian society and through the Ocham
group represented by its President, the artist Dennis Martinez, we were
able to know the signs that are absent from the minds of many people.
The art of plastic is tried in limited ways, where the emphasis is on the
narrow visual meanings of artistic work, and its symbolic, metaphorical,
esthetic, and numerous meanings are neglected. The study also concluded
that giving symbolic expression to Algerian artists' works was to expand
the scope of freedom of expression and fear of harm to the artist, as well
as to present the truth in the masked dress, avoid the ruling oppressive
authorities and political and religious restrictions, and even the limits of
their intellectual and social society, such as traditions and customs, and
female students. This is why we are not allowed to express our opinion
and to cast a high voice, circumventing the eye of the observer, and
moving away from the sword of the accountant by employing the symbol
in art or even literary works, so that the artist has no other way to convey
his ideas than to model the plastic speech. In order to convey his just
struggle, inspired and inspired by his own fear, especially as these Arab
and Islamic societies or underdeveloped countries are starting their own
self-esteem and evaluation of art, from the customs, traditions and red
lines. The Arab society in such a way is a reality of obligatory
commitment, commitment, and creation, while Western society is
reverted to a creative nature and a artistic environment that has been
given to innovators on all occasions by natural artistic excitement to

infect distinct ends.
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The religious anthropological lesson in the symbolic dimensions
of the Aouchem community
(An Artistic anthropology study)
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The studies and trends that have been addressed by anthropology in recent
times have expanded their fields and overlapped with other subjects, especially art,
since the latter was closely related to man, and provided us with revelations of
what the symbol is in the works of artists, which has multiple connotations distinct
from the rest of other artistic trends and methods , given its place and mission in
the religious, spiritual and artistic mentality of many religions and human beliefs,
old and new, but it will not be possible to convince us about the level of the amount
of feelings and the processes of visual, sensory and physical interaction, without
knowing what one of the symbols expressed from the mechanisms of religious
anthropology of the symbol , created by man for the first time and used in
understanding his existence throughout history, until the artist's attempts to
research and innovate to use them on different materials, has produced a set of
guestions, meanings and reflections of the recipient Perhaps the deepest of them is
the work of the Algerian art group "Aouchem®, as its founder, the Algerian artist
Denis Martinaz , has become one of the references to this artistic movement,
considering that the world in which we live is only a set of relationships and
interpretations revolving around the symbol of Symbols, which have shaped our
cultural heritage and allowed us to recreate and live events, and in this context the
emerging science of self-content, is the science of symbols and therefore the right
to speak of the meaning of Hermeneunitics semiotics and the art of symbol
interpretation.

Keywords: Religion, Symbol, Dimensions, Fine Art, Aouchem community.
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