People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Researt
University of Abou Bekr Belkaid —Tlemcen-

A p
‘\-l
7%

Faculty of Letters and Languages
Department of English e

Women’s Political Participation in England and its

Impact on Gender Relations in Parliamentary Politic:

(1945-1997)

sis Submitted to the Department of Engls@Gandidacy for the Degree of Doctoraie
Es-Science in British Civilization

Presented by: Supervised by
Laounia GOURCHAL Prof. Faiza SENOUCI MEBERBECHE

Board of Examiners

Dr. Daoudi FRID President imsity of Tlemcen

Prof. Faiza SENOUCI MEBERBECHE Supervisor University of Tlemcen

Dr. Fatiha BELMERABET Internataaminer University of Tlemcen

Dr.  Nadia LOUAHALA xEernal examiner University of Sidi Bel Abbzs
Dr.  Siham SARRADJ External examiner University of Oran

Dr.  Soraya HAMANE External exaer University of Oran

Academic Year: 2021-2022



STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY

I, Loaunia GOURCHAL, hereby, declare that this thesis is my own watk.

encapsulates neither plagiarized materials prelyqublished or written by others
nor any other material which has been acceptedualification of any other degree
or diploma in any university or another institutidnalso certify that the present

final work does not carry among its folding anydiof plagiarism.

Miss. Laounia GOURCHAL
May24,2022



Dedications

| dedicate this work to my dearest Parents forrthaconditioned love, support, prayers

and encouragement.

To my “Second Mothér Prof. Faiza SENOUCI MEBERBECHE who ceaselessly
endeavoured to let me work and adore writing ewamngle letter in this thesis despite the

tough and the unbearable circumstances | went girou
To my lovely sister&Kadaouia andMokhtaria

To my Adorable nephewdem



Acknowledgments

First and foremost, | would like to thank God Alinig for his grace, strength, and
sustenance granting me countless blessings, kngevkaad opportunity so that | have been
able to accomplish this thesis.

My unalloyed appreciation goes to my amiable, esugoportive supervisoProf. Faiza
SENOUCI MEBERBECHE . Words really fail me to express my gratitude ter h
unceasing guidance, love, unconditioned help amdwagement from the early stages to
the final drafts of this work. Without her encoueagent, | would not have been able to
write a single letter. She was a source of streagthinspiration for me. | will be indebted

to her help for the rest of my life.

| sincerely and genuinely thank the board of examsrDr.Daoudi FRID andDr. Fatiha
BELMERABET from the University of TlemcerDr. Soraya HAMANE, Dr. Siham
SARRADJ from the University of Oran aridr. Nadia LOUAHALA from the University

of Sidi Bel Abbes for their precious time they d@to examine this thesis

Special thanks are extended ktr. Omar Farouk BENZINEB for his unceasing

voluminous help and invaluable support.

My sincere gratitude and appreciation is addredeechy brilliant studenBenaoumer

HAMAMDA who was always ready to help whenever and whereseded.

| gratefully acknowledge the contribution @r. Driss Mohamed ElI Amine, Dr.
Mustapha HANIFI and Mr. Tarek BOUHALOUANE who offered enormous help even
they were terribly busy.

Thanks a million to ALL of you



ABSTRACT

The bicameral parliament in England, before 19185 wianaged by male MPs and male
Prime Ministers only without any possibility to inde women. Allowing women to stand
as MPs to be elected in 1918 represented a tupaing in the history of women'’s political
participation. After WWII, the female employment paptunities were maximized,
however their increased political integration remedl in question. The aim of this research
is twofold. On the one hand, it attempts to ingedt the female political immersion from
1945 till 1997 shedding light on the ups and dowwasnen went through in the House of
Commons and the House of Lords. On the other hiandes to elucidate the nature of
gender relations and the impact of the female dottye “Men’s House” on male-female
political relations. To meet this end, the qualtaimethod is relied on through resorting to
books, articles, blogs and archive materials. Thediigs show that the female
involvement in parliamentary politics was overshadd by a lone criterion which is
underrepresentation. Despite some high ministpaaitions granted to women, the female
appointees continued to represent the elite anérogpresented minority in the bicameral
parliament. Put simply, the female integration’pant was dual. It was a double-edged
sword. It strengthened fruitful male-female relasaand, inevitably, triggered hostile and

unstable reactions in other cases.
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General Introduction

In the nineteenth century Britain, women lived irpatriarchal society exhibiting
their responsibilities and capabilities in the hoseeving their fathers, husbands, brothers
performing a myriad of domestic tasks in the familyhe British common beliefs
concerning gender roles and gender relations @gddrihe Separate Sphere Ideology (SSI
the Private and the public spheres). Working oetsiodme was the onus of men only in the
Public Sphere; they were the breadwinners not woridomen, therefore, had to enjoy
their femininity and their ideal role of caring ftre family in the Private Sphere (home).
In this regard, women were subjected to the malecsity and dominance being prevented

from the democratic principles alongside men.

The public patriarchy, coincided with the prizgtatriarchy, persisted in the second
half of the nineteen century without granting wonaary opportunity to make economic,
social or political progress. The female awaremdsbe heavy burden of gender disparity
and the tremendous marginalization of women rightghe British society signaled the
beginning of un-going women movements claiming $ocial, political, economic and
educational emancipation. What added insult toitl@y in nineteenth century Britain
was the increased political and economic progressnen only. The diversity of Reform
Acts extending suffrage for men mirrored the maafypation and the tyranny expressed

towards women.

One of the focal female movements was the suffrageement firstly began in
1866. Women, in England, believed that the rightdte (also called suffrage or franchise)
was a pivotal prerequisite for political emancipaton the one hand. On the other hand, it
served as important principle of genuine democrdégmen suffragists thrived to gain the
franchise through which they could choose theiregsgntatives in parliament and air out
their voices in parliamentary politics. Reachingnesult in their pro-suffrage campaign,
women resorted to violence and civil disobediersca enethod to gain their political rights
similarly as men. After years of vain attempts songthe vote, the male ministers finally
got convinced to grant women the partial suffrag@918 then the equal vote on the same

terms as men in 1928.

The partial enfranchisement of women in 1918 predp radical change in the
female political status in the already-male ledesphof politics. Shortly after the partial
enfranchisement, Women’s Qualification Act was ¢éadallowing women reaching the

age of 21 to stand as candidates to share thegw@telecision- making with men. This
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Act opened new horizons for women to start enjoythg seeds of their political

emancipation in England. Starting from 1918, parkat became a mixed sex institution
where gender political roles would be performedioBe 1918, the British parliament as
was solely led by men without any possibility talidde women. Even its establishment in

the thirteenth century (1295) was accomplished by.m

The female political participation as MPs, Cabikkisters, advisers, Speakers had
broken the male-dominated political mould wheredgercompetition for fruitful political
decision —making became a defining principle of gagliamentary environment. Thus,
women'’s political immersion reached the zenith tmehe female ceaseless endeavours
when a woman became the first woman Prime Ministehe twentieth century Britain

represented by Margaret Thatcher.

The story of women’s involvement in parliament wiée same story of the
involvement of strangers or groups of people inea renvironment in which they were
neither familiar with the environment nor familiarth the people there. The way of
accustoming themselves into the new arena can dr¢ @hlengthy mission. The reaction
to the new comers differed from one recipient imtother. They could be friendly, hostile
or both at the same time. By the same token, tbeldonvelcome or resent the strangers’
coming. The same thing happened in the Britishigmagnt when women joined men in
their “House” in 1918. The female political intejlom was a new chapter concerning
gender co-existence in parliamentary politics. Wonsarted to experience difficult
political circumstances full of ups and downs. ANEWII, the female political integration
increased, but women kept representing the elitengmmale MPs and male Prime

Ministers.

The choice of this topic that explores “Women'sitl Participation in England
and its Impact on Gender Relations in Parliamenpatitics (1945-1997) did not arise out
of vacuum. Several reasons triggered the reseachelnement interest in tackling this
one. First and foremost, the fact that women a#irahe world are denied their political
rights based on one sole justification stating wheuitability of women in politics. The
latter should remain under an immense male conttoteover, one of the pivotal ideas to
be clarified was to find out the reason that sttieeged the female underrepresentation in
the House of Commons and the House of Lords as MiPssters and Speakers. What was
paradoxical in the British political spectrum wdsatt if British women in the British
history could stand as Queens, like Mary | (reigfredh 1553-1558), Queen Elizabeth |
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(reigned from 1558-1603), and Queen Victoria (remyrirom 1837-1901), knowing the
“why” behind minimizing the female entry to parliamt as MP after WWII (1939-1945) is

of great significance in this conducted research.

This research is devoted to mirror the female aaréintarians’ ups and downs
surrounded by men in parliament. Parliamentarytipsliin England, is a field that proved
the female capabilities in doing men’s work. Thgt @if this thesis revolves around digging
deep into the female involvement in the bicamemlipment in an era extending from
1945 to 1997. That is to say it tries to eluciddte female immersion in the House of
Commons and the House of Lords after the Secondd/WMdar, when the female political
under-representation persisted, till 1997 whentigslibecame “feminized” in the light of

increasing the number of women in parliament.

Women, whether married, widowed or single suppottedwar efforts through the
myriad of tasks they performed and the vacant n@bs they filed when men were
outside joining the military forces. WWII represedta turning point concerning the role
that women MPs played during the war. Eventuallypragress in the female political
involvement was expected after the war as a reWaartheir war work, but in vain. This
thesis, additionally, attempts to reveal the waynea MPs were treated by their male
colleagues and the male Prime Ministers focusinghenbreakthroughs women achieved
and the hurdles they encountered in their politjoakney. Last but not least, it tries to
examine the impact of the female political invoharhon gender relations in parliament.

To meet this end, the following research questaresput forward:

1. Was women’s political integration in the House obn@nons maximized or
minimized after the Second World War?
2. What characterized the female political participatin the bicameral parliament?

3. How did women’s immersion in politics impact gendelations in parliament?

To answer the above-mentioned research questiomss tesearch is
compartmentalized into four chapters. The aim effibst chapter is threefold. Firstly, it
provides a historical background of women’s eardjisc for their involvement in the
process of representation in which they strove doeha have a voice in shaping the
political representation through being able to vimteparliamentary election. This was
peacefully and later on violently demanded from thale politicians. Secondly, it
showcases the dawn of the female political involeetras MPs for the first time through
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the enactment of the People Representation AcOit81The latter was considered as a
political apotheosis in the political history of men. The chapter traces the nature of
women’s political journey in the House of Commoffierajoining men in their “House”.
Their journey was overshadowed by ups and downs,VBWIl served as important
landmark when women proved themselves able to assoate responsibilities and ready

to represent other women in the House of Commons.

The second chapter aims at digging deep into tmalt political status after WWII.
It investigates the different Conservative and LabBrime Ministers’ attitudes towards
either maximizing or minimizing women'’s politicatgsence. The chapter seeks to analyze
the number of women voters, candidates and elddtsl to better expound the nature of
the female political representation and compaveth their male counterparts. Moreover,
the chapter attempts to examine the different &@nwomen encountered in parliament
and the hurdles outside parliament that really theda their successful political
involvement. The chapter tackles also the naturemafe-female political relations in

parliament.

The nub of the third chapter turns around tacklthg political breakthrough
achieved by the first woman Prime Minister (1979®aPin the British history Margaret
Thatcher. It tries to analyze the political present Thatcher as a politician and as a leader
over men in their “House”. Light is shed on heraasample to reflect the positive and the
negative aspects of the female political immersiorparliamentary politics. Margaret
Thatcher is an example of those women who had bette record through entering
parliament not as a Member of Parliament, but daelér of all MPs. Margaret Thatcher
represented the power of a woman in politics, kert tenure posed several paradoxical
facts when it comes to the promotion of women pualitprogress and the way she treated

men in their “House”.

The fourth chapter mirrors the shift from womanni&iMinister into another male
Prime Minister John Major. It tries to shed light the way Thatcher’'s successor John
Major treated women MPs and the nature of the ferpalitical involvement under a male
leader from over again since his predecessor strengd discriminative policies to
indirectly exclude women from politics. Put simptiae chapter clarifies gender relations
in parliament. The final part of the chapter misr¢ine political watershed in the women'’s
political agenda triggered by the general electibh997.




General Introduction

For the sake of data collection, the qualitativethod is relied on to conduct this
historical research. To find out the answers to df@ementioned questions, several
knowledge sources are of paramount importance.pfineary sources and the secondary
ones played a vital role. The Acts, speeches, tepobooks, blogs’ articles, journal
articles, websites and YouTube videos carry amdragr ta myriad of realities about

women in the “Men’s House”.
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1.1 Introduction

The female partial suffrage in 1918 paved the feayan unchallengeable women’s
presence in the political arena joining men inghacess of decision-making. This year, all
women reaching the age of 30 and above were allawewte through the enactment of
the People’s Representation Act. The same yealedaanother political breakthrough for
women. They were, again in 1918, allowed to stamdvi@mbers of Parliament (MPs)
through the parliamentary passage of the Women'alifpation Act. The latter gave
women ageing 21 and more a chance to stand asdMitsdlected and to enter parliament

as decision-makers.

The desire for equal franchise on the same termmeas persisted after 1918. In
1928, the enfranchisement of women reached itstz@riien all women, reaching the age
of 21, were fully enfranchised on the same termmeas in the light of the Equal Franchise
Act (1928). The universal suffrage opened new loms$zfor women to choose their
representatives in parliamehtand started embarking on the process of political
representation in parliament as an institution dedofor decision-making. The first
woman as MP in the British history Nancy Astor (291945 paved the way for the entry
of more women into the House of Commdhg/omen MPs experienced a kind of

marginalization and underrepresentation in the “Miétouse” (parliament).

! Parliament is a group of people who make the I&i® most common meaning of parliament refers to a
country's legislative (law-making) body. The womhwes in part from the French veshrler, which means

to speak, which makes sense since this group gilpexssemble to talk about laws and issues. Knosvn a
“the Mother of Parliaments”, the UK’s parliament svane of the ancient parliaments in the world.
Before the establishment of parliament in Englahd, management of the monarchy was the duty of the
monarch (kings and queens). The English parliarent bicameralone; consisting of two chambers or
houses the House of Lords (The Upper House) arel Hiluse of Commons (The Lower House). “The
History and Workings of the UK Parliamen&bout-Britain.Com
https://about-britain.com/institutions/parliamemi(AccessedNovember18,2021).

2 Nancy Witcher Astor (1879-1964) was tfiesst woman to sit in the British House of Commomn 1st
December 1919, Nancy Astor took her oath in theddoaf Commons, a momentous day as she became the
first female MP to sit in parliament. She contindedserve as an MP until the end of the war in 1848&n

she was advised by her colleagues and husband statrid again. Jessica Brain, “Nancy Astétistoric UK
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Nancy-Astqiccessed May13,2022)

% The word “Commons” is derived from the Norman Ftemvord “communes” referring to “geographic and
collective communities of their representativesheTHouse of Commons is the short name, but itsafudl
official name is “The Honourable the Commons of theited Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland in Parliament Assembled”. It included 63Bmibers elected each five years through holdingrgéne
elections. From those 635 members, only 516 wanEfmland’s Parliament. Unlike the House of Loral,

the members in the House of Commons were electiglihgooffice till the dissolution parliament decitiby

the Prime Minister. “United Kingdom”, 131
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When the Second World War (WWII) flared up in 198@men proved themselves
as active supporters to war efforts and those wokhiea tremendously supported the war
through setting several decisions that were wokétnl effectively calling women to run
war works when men were busy fighting in the bé&élds on the one hand. On the other
hand, women MPs seized the opportunity of the wadefend women’s rights. This
chaotic era that culminated in the absence of mapresented an opportunity for women to
prove they were able to assume male responsibilitie

This chapter, in fact, aims at investigating theureof women political integration
extending from the dawn of their partial enfranehient to the end of the war. Moreover,
it attempts to shed light on the different rolesygld by women as political participants and
the nature of their contribution to war effortstries to examine, additionally, the impact
of the female full enfranchisement in 1928 on tipailitical integration. Last but not least,
this chapter carries among its folding facts altbatreaction of male MPs towards the first
female admission into the House of Commons that firafly established by men,
managed by men and devoted to men.

1.2 Women: From Partial Enfranchisement into Politcal Admission(1918)

Women, in England, did not become political papéits from scratch. Their
admission to the House of Commons was not thedtegi. The dawn of their intervention
in the process of decision making dated back t@1Bdough gaining the right to vote. The
latter was not vouchsafed to them overnight, ba¢rad lengthy battle and a tough
campaign for the franchise.. The female suffragevenent started in the nineteenth
century and evolved in the twentieth century todoee more violent. What seems
surprising is that women were fighting for the vated over night they were allowed to
become MPs, an achievement that they were notrigafdr.

http://archive.ipu.org/parline-e/reports/arc/unitkithgdom 1979 e.pdfAccessed November25,2021)

! Brian Harrison, “Women in a Men's House: The WorlwiPs, 1919-1945”, iwomen at Westminster: An
Account of Women in the British Parliament, 19186,9%d. Pamela Brookes (London: Peter Davies,
1967),628.
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1.2.1 The Beginning of Female Peaceful Suffrage Mement (1866)

Suffrage or the right to vote is one of the pivatajredients and characteristics of
democracy. Through suffrage, voters can, in evamner of the world, choose their
representatives in parliaments and, above allcséhe ones seen as appropriate to hold
political responsibilities. Before the start of theffrage movement in England, women
were ultimately excluded from democratic principléBhey lived in a patriarchal
community deprived from any political right despitee range of gains they had such as
property ownership and access to higher educaB@mg exempted from voting was

perceived as injustice, humiliation and discrimimtagainst women.

In the 1800's, things took another turn. Women greare aware and conscious of
the total importance of the suffrage. They belietreat they were living in society and they
were taxed, so their voices should be heard angl nhest be represented. They, firstly,
embarked on the process of claiming for the votédmyk or by crook. What triggered their
movement was the 1832 Reform Act. The latter, kn@asrthe Great Reform Act or the
First Reform Act, extended the vote to men onlyfoBe the passage of the Act, a woman
called Mary Smithpresented a petition to the male MP Henry HunB(t8833) to be
introduced to the House of Commons. The 1832 Re#cm excluding women from the
franchise, listed several reforms. Among the imgartones, it enfranchised “the small
landowner’s tenant farmers and shopkeepers, alhdbiseholders who paid a yearly rental
of £10 or more and some lodgerstWomen continued to be denied the vote and tisé fir
petition was in vain. They needed to organize tlewes and act as one class, not

individually.

Women suffragists started their suffrage movemendBi66 in a peaceful way relying
on petitions to parliament without any resort tolence. It is important to point out that

not all the male MPs were against enfranchising emnThere were men in the House of

! Mary Smith was a woman from Stanmore in Yorkstsays that she pays taxes and is subject to thestaw
she did not see why she should not be able to bte.introduced the first petition presented byndéfunt
MP to the House of Commons.The Historic England Blog February 6,2018
https://heritagecalling.com/2018/02/06/how-the-vats-won/(Accessed May13,2022)

2“The Reform Act 1832”, UK Parliametittps://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/matmts/overview/reformact183pAccessed April
15,2022)

10
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Commons who worked on helping women to get the .vétdhn Stuart Mill and the
husband of one of women suffragists Henry Fawaattained good examples of male

champions of universal suffrage.

On June7, 1866, the Victorian philosopher, econbmimsl MP, John Stuart Mill
(1865-1868), presented the second petition thaaputated 1500 women signatutds.
was presented in an attempt to enfranchise womehneiri867 Reform A&t but in vain.
Furthermore, he kept endeavoring to make the gdffar women a reality. On May20,
1867, Stuart Mill proposed an amendment to the 1Bé&fbrm Act through replacing the
word “man” with person”. The amendment never acegph parliament and the female

enfranchisement remained in questidntroducing his amendment, he commented:

Whether there is any adequate justification forticming to exclude
an entire half of the community, not only from adsion, but from
the capability of being ever admitted within thdepaf the Constitution,
though they may fulfill all the conditions legalgnd constitutionally
sufficient in every case but thefts

More importantly, “the Ladies PetitioA’marked the official and the organized
beginning of the female suffrage campaign. Thayestio convince parliamentarians in the
House of Commons to grant the vote to women houdet® It was urgent to give the
vote to “all householders, without distinction @xs who possess such property or rental

qualification as your Honourable House may deteefhin

The 1866 petition was not drafted overnight. Thalfipetition was the outcome of
preparation, women’s meetings and the processgofagires’ collection. In May 1866,
Barbara Bodichon (1827-1891yrote to John Stuart Mill's stepdaughter Helen [Gay

! “women’s Suffrage Timeline”, British Library Leany, February 6,201ttps://www.bl.uk/votes-for-
women/articles/womens-suffrage-timeli(gsccessed April 15,2022)

2The Act increased the electorate to almost 2.5amilmen. The most important change was the grgrain
the vote to occupiers in the boroughs (people wdrded properties rather than owning them). “Second
Reform Act of 1867'https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/quides/z6c6cqt/riwnis3 (Accessed April 17,2022)

% Sofia A.Van Wingerden The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Britain , 196631@&w York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 1999),11.

* “Representation of the People Bill", House of Cooms Debates, 20 May 1867, C. 817.

® Wingerden,02

® Wingerden, 02.

" Barbara Leigh Smith Bodichon (1827-91) was onettaf foremost founders of the women's rights
movement in Britain. “Barbara Leigh Smith”, The Victorian Web
https://victorianweb.org/gender/wojtczak/bodichamh(Accessed May14,2022)

11

~—
|



Historical Background to Women'’s Political Chapter
Integration in Parliament (1918-1945) One

(1831-1907) proposing for her the idea of claimiogthe vote. In her letter to Helen, she
wrote: “I [Barbara Bodichon] am very anxious to Baome conversation with you about
the possibility of doing something towards gettwgmen votes' and proposed 'to try
simply for what we were most likely to gét”Helen agreed and welcomed the idea
believing the 1867 Reform Act was under discusditowpuld be very possible for women

to be enfranchised in the light of the next 1867oRme Act. In her letter to Bodichon,

Helen replied:

It is very desirable that women who wish for pckii enfranchisement
should say so .... [[Helen Taylor] think also tlitais utterly out of the
question to suppose that there is the slighteshagheof anything
whatever being now obtained'. Still, '[i]f a toleha numerous petition
can be got up,my father will gladly undertake tegamt it

The first and the important thing needed was thHeecion of enough number of
signatures’Helen Taylor and Barbara Bodichon, helped by otvemen suffragists
Elizabeth Garrett (1836-1917), Emily Davies (18321), Bessie Rayner Parkes (1829-
1925) and Jessie Boucherett (1825-1905) formednamitiee, known as “the Informal
Ladies Petition Committe&’and they started working on the wording of thetipet The
meetings used to be held at Elizabeth Garrett's n@nd a number of letters were
exchanged between those women to clarify the pdiireg are interested .o gather the
signatures, Clementia Taylor (1810-1908) openedhwoene for receiving women who

were eager to sign. Women used to write their naareb their addresses as form of

signature’

The 1867 Act excluded women from the electoratedhas “legal incapacity”. The
majority of male MPs kept rejecting the admissiébmomen in the electorate because they

believe that the vote is not an affair undertakgmelmales.

! Quoted in A.P.W. Robson, “The Founding of the Ml Society for Women's Suffrage 1866-1867"
Canadian Journal of Historyol. 8 (1973): 7-8 in Wingerden, 10

2 Helen Taylor to Barbara Bodichon, 9 May 1866, 7/8iBll, Fawcett Library (FL)

3 Gillian Murphy, “The 1866 Women'’s Suffrage PetitipJuly25,2018
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/Isehistory/2016/06/07/tBé8-womens-suffrage-petitiofAccessed April17,2022)

* Wingerden, 10.

> Murphy, “The 1866 Women'’s Suffrage Petition”.

® Murphy, “The 1866 Women'’s Suffrage Petition”.

N
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Reform Act would nonetheless exclude women fromingotbecause
women were under a legal incapacity. Women hadgi to take part in
public affairs, not because of amferiority of the species, but because of
their position in the world: the absence of suaight is referable to the
fact that in this countryjn modern times, chiefly out of respect to
women, and a sense of decorum, and not from thest wf intellect, or
their being for anyther such reason unfit to take part in the govermm
of the country, they have been excused from taking share in this
department of public affaits

By the same token, to make the female suffrage ligissue, John Stuart Mill

published an essay entitled “the Subjection of Wiwmia 1869. He glorified gender

equality, women rights and, above all, the imparéaof the vote for women. He wrote:

The principle that regulates the existing sociétiens between the two
sexes—the legal subordination of one sex to theretlis wrong itself,

and is now one of the chief obstacles to human orgment; and it
ought to be replaced by a principle of perfect dguthat doesn't allow

any power or privilege on one side or disabilitytba other...... But the
true virtue of human beings is fitness to live thge as equals.... If you
agree with me about «the equality of women in #@aify, | don’t expect

to have much trouble convincing you about the otsgrect of the just
equality of women, namely their admissibility td #le functions and
occupations that have until now been the monopblthe stronger sex
[Mill's phrase]. Why have women’s disabilities ouls the home been
clung to? -1 mean, of course: why have men clunthéa belief in the

disabilities of women outside the honte-: ?

Besides the male support, women were obliged tengthen their peaceful
campaign. They started establishing pro-suffraggids to make from their demand an
official one. The first organization labeled Manstex National Society for Women’s
Suffrage (MNSWS) was formed in 1867 and anothercailed London National Society
for Women’s Suffrage (LNSWS) was formed the samary&he latter used to be an
informal committee formed to work on the 1866 petitto parliament. Through these
couple of organizations, women could speak outrtldgsire for the vote through
organizing public meetings to clarify their demandsach other. The first female public
meeting and the new chapter for their campaigrestan the Free Trade Hall on April 14,

! Chorlton v. Lings, 4 CP. 374, 388 (1868)
2 John Stuart Mill, “The Subjection of Women”, GealdReference Collection 8413 , BLL01002492949

N
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1868. During the different stages of the campaigmmen suffragists, sometimes, found a

shelter in restaurants and teahouses.

The establishment of pro-suffrage organizationgeithe coming year. In 1879, the
umbrella organization National Union of Women Sadfe Societies (NUWSS) included
17 organization’. It was founded by the leading female suffragisiliéént Garrett
Fawcett (1847-19293. All the petitions presented to parliament in th@60's were
defeated because Victorian Britain (1837-1901) vea®rshadowed by the female
domesticity. It was known as “The Age of the Horh@he vote and the female immersion
in political matters were seen as a threat to tfamininity. Decision-making was and

would remain a male task only.

Besides petitions to the House of Commons, the igatidn of pamphlets,
preparation of leaflets and public meetings plagadessential role in attracting more
women suffragists to struggle for the vote and simmportantly, to make people aware of
the necessity of the vote for women. As an exantpke LNSWS published a pamphlet in
1884 in which the urgent need for the vote wasaimgrd. The pamphlet carried among its
folding the 25 reasons behind needing the vote wayato list the reasons why women

needed the vote. It was written:

Because it is the foundation of all political libethat those who obey
the law should be able to have a voice in choofioge who make the
law, because it is the foundation of the Britismgt@tution that taxation
and representation should go together, becauseuparit should be the
reflection of the wishes of the people, becauseethmfeanchisement of

! “Birth of a Movement” Historic Englandhttps://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-
heritage/womens-history/suffrage/birth-of-a-movethéccessed April 15,2022)

2 Millicent Garret Fawcett (1847-1929) was the mi$luential leader of the moderate women’s suffrage
movement in Britain from the 1860s to the 1920s.tAs president of the National Union of Women'’s
Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), which was formed in I&nd in 1897 she played a key role in gaining the
right to vote for women in England during a timeemhthere was an almost unanimous male opposition to
female suffrage. “Millicent Garett Fawcet®, Digital Exhibition & Encyclopedia
https://hist259.web.unc.edu/millicentgarrettfawtc@diccessed May14,2022)

® Brigitte Remy-Hébert, “The First Women’s MovemeBuffragist Struggles in the 9%nd Early 28
Centuries”, 04
https://www.jfki.fu-berlin.de/academics/SummerSchbateien2011/Papers/juncker_remy.pdf (Accessed
April 15,2022)

14

~—
|



Historical Background to Women'’s Political Chapter
Integration in Parliament (1918-1945) One

women is a question of public well-being, and ndiep to any political
party or sect..l.

The pamphlet included also women suffragists’ wgs about the reasons that led them to
fight for the vote. Among them, it can be listedsM Harriet Grote (1792-1879), Mrs
Maria G Grey (1816-1906), Marta Crawford Meringtnd Paulina Irby (1831-1911).

Until 1884, no progress had made and no parliamernteomise was given to
enfranchise women and, even, the idea of franchises not an important topic in
parliamentary debates. The parliamentary exclustom women from taking part in
elections persisted through time. Another Refornt’ A@s passed in 1884 extending the
suffrage to men, but not even considering a limgefirage to women. The same scenario
of the parliamentary onslaught on enfranchising wormwas repeated in the 1890’s.Until
1903, the suffrage movement was referred to byotissts as “doldrums®in which no
progress was made and the right to vote was sti#achable quest. For this reason, some

women suffragists thought about being violent itikampaign.
1.2.2. The Militant Suffrage Movement (1903-1914)

Determining no result under the peaceful and tlspaetable tactics, another group
of women, dubbed ‘suffragett@®rganized themselves to claim for the right toeviot a

violet way. They believed that the resort to militg would be fruitful strategy. Emmeline

! Bristol and West of England Branch of the NatioBakiety for Women Suffrage, LSE Digital Library,
UDC box 343

2 For more details about the content of their wgsinsedAPPENDIX A , P 261

® The Third Reform Act of 1884 brought the franchiis¢he counties into line with the 1867 househphted
lodger franchise for boroughs. “Third Reform Act 888 https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/mafmts/overview/one-man-one-vaiécessed
April17,2022)

* Barbara Winslow, “Sisters of Suffrage: British aAdherican Women Fight for the Vote”, The Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American History (2009-201%ttp://ap.qgilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/politics
reform/essays/sisters-suffrage-british-and-amerngamen-fight-for-vote(Accessed April 15,2022)

® The term suffragette was firstly coined in Januk®96 by a BritistDaily Mail reporter while covering the
Women's Social and Political Union and their milttalemonstrations demanding the right to vote. (The
fights for suffrage in Great Britain and the Unit&tates overlapped.) Belitting and mocking the
demonstrators' efforts, the male reporter usedféh@nized and twee play on the wadffragist,which
denotes a person advocating to expand voting rigtrisa Gonzales,How the TernmSuffragetteEvolved
from Its Sexist Roots'Bazaar August 18,2020
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/politics/&88&7/suffragette-meaning-history({Accessed  April
17,2022)
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Pankhurst (1858-1928and her daughters Christabel (1880-1958), Syl¢B82-1960j
and Adela (1885-1961) established the Women’s $acid Political Union (WSPU) in
1903. It was a suffragist organization devotedttengthening violent methods to convince
the male MPs to grant women the vote. Emmeline @thdrs chose their own adopted
motto “Deeds not WordS$Even men perceived the idea of resorting to milijaas a
fruitful tactic that would acquaint women with tkiete. The Irish political activist George

Bernard Shaw stated:

If [George Bernard Shaw] were a woman I'd simgfuse to speak to
any man or do anything for men until I'd got theevol'd make my
husband's life a burden and everybody miserableergp. Women
should have a revolution. They should shoot, kikim, destroy until
they are given the vote

Emmeline Pankhurst, her daughters and other setfiegy campaigned violently to
acquire the franchise on the same terms as mery. flinged on a number of militant
tactics, described as “aggressf/ed push the male MPs to change their mind andtgra
women the vote. Their activities aimed at destam;tdisturbance and chaos spread. They
wanted to spread “an irreparable damdge$ revenge against the male MPs. The
suffragettes believed that the civil disobedienod the forceful intervention might alter
things. If the male authority deprived them of theght, then this male autocracy must
meet bitter repercussions. From 1903 to the oukboéahe First World War, the militant

campaign represented the female desire for theagf

! Emmeline Pankhurst (1858-1929) wsa a militant giiam ofwoman suffragevhose 40-year campaign
achieved complete success in the year of her dediidn British women obtained fidhualityin the voting
franchise. Her daught&hristabel Harriette Pankhuralso was prominent in the womaaffragemovement.
“Emmeline Pankhursthttps://www.britannica.com/biography/Emmeline-Pamigh(Accessed May14,2022)
2 Sylvia Pankhurst was a political activist and cargper for women'’s rights, who is remembered chitdt
her use of militant tactics in the fight for womenight to vote. she was imprisoned for the firtrany
times in 1906. The First World War caused a rifthie Pankhurst family: while Emmeline and Christabe
supported the war effort, Sylvia emerged as a s&hdmocialist and pacifist. “Sylvia Pankhurst”
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/blue-ples/sylvia-pankhurs{Accessed May14,2022)

% “Start of the Suffragette Movement”, UK Parliaherttps://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/wonweioverview/startsuffragette-/  (Accessed April
15,2022)

* George Bernard Shaw, quoted in Antonia Raeblile Militant Suffragette¢London: Michael Joseph,
1973),16

® Ina Zweiniger-BargielowskaWomen in Twentieth Century BritajNew York:Routeldge, 2001),02

® Julia Bush\Women Against the Vote : Female Anti-Suffragismritain (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2007), 62
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In October 1905, the suffragettes’ forceful invehent started. The event that
signaled the beginning of the militant campaign wagn Christabel Pankhurst and Annie
Kenney (1879-1953) were jailed due to their intptian of a Liberal Party meeting at
Manchester Free Trade Hall and because of thesgisce of Christabel to the police. It
was reported that “wishing to commit an assaulbkRarst spit at a policeman and ended
up in jail”.! They asked the British Foreign Secretary EdwardyGi905-1916) when
suffrage would be granted to women, but they werstanl brutally from the meetirfg.

This event attracted more suffragettes to stanwvitiy for more forms of civil
disobedience. They embarked on a process of ddratos, arsons, bombings,
destroying governmental buildings and as a kind disrespect for male MPs, they used to
throw stones at them whenever they were outsidéyedieg speeches or gathering for
parliamentary meetings. In 1909, the militant moeemreached its peak when the
suffragettes were involved in a direct physicahektof MPs and Prime Ministers (PM).
Their outcry was addressed to the anti-suffragrsh® Minister Herbert Asquith (1908-
1916Y. Several imprisonments and women’s hunger stril@geloped. It was estimated
that in 1909, more than 110 hunger strikes wer@ezhout; in 36 of these cases, the
prisoners were forcibly fed. Forced-feeding was a drastic measure taken by the

government to avoid the death of great number gheroin jail.

In 1910, a pro-suffrage Bill was presented to tloeig¢ of Commons for the sake of
enfranchising the married women and women propeotders. If it would be accepted,
this meant the enfranchisement of 1.000.00 womédrhe Bill was introduced for

parliamentary approval thrice, but it was rejedbgdPrime Minister Herbert Asquith who

! Susan Kingsley KenSex and Suffrage in Britain 1860-19@Rrinceton: Princeton University Press, 1987),
179.

2 Kingsley Kent, 179.

% Herbert Henry Asquith (1852-1928) firstly reachmatliamentary politics as a Liberal MP in 1886 the
Twentieth century, he was elected as a Liberal ®rvinister serving from 1908-1916. Charles Arnold
Baker,The Companion to British History"2ed (New York: Taylor & Francis e-Library, 2007), 60-61

* “The National Women's Social and Political Uniom&nnual Report (1909),28 February 1910, 14
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/objects/Ise:popdéw (Accessed Mayl5,2022)

®> “Conciliation Bills”, Cove https:/editions.covecollective.org/chronologiesicitiation-bills (Accessed
April 17,2022)
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promised women the franchise in the 1910 GenestiBh campaigfiHe betrayed them
through his parliamentary rejection of the Contittia Bill three time<. His stubborn view
of denying women the vote trigged more intensel dsobedience. On November 18,
1910, 300 suffragettes made the move to The HouS®mmons to meet the PM, but he
refused to speak with them. They gathered in thet@ Hall waiting, but in vain. Their
confrontations with the police who prevented theont entering resulted in a series of
assaults. The bitter confrontations between the&e®obok place on Friday. This day was

known in the history of the female suffrage campéite Black Friday® .

The suffragettes were treated in a inhuman wayhbypblice as they were tortured
and severely beaten. Christabel Pankhurst statethém were beaten, kicked and stripes
almost naked. The hair of the women was torn outandfuls*. The police imprisoned
many women suffragettes. In prison, also, they kieptanding the vote even if this would

cost them their lives. They carried on the hungyékes.

In 1913, the suffragettes shifted to a new kindl@dtruction that aimed at expanding
unbearable anarchy in England. They shifted fronstrdging and burning the
governmental institutions into destroying publicilbimgs such as telegraph, telephones
wires, shops, postal boxes, tea-houses, schoolsedMer, they resorted to burning
churches and smashing windows in the differenesgref England.From 1905 to 1914,
hundreds of suffragettes were imprisoned and thaissaof properties were
destroyedfWhen the Great War (WWI) flared up in 1914, the wonsuffragists and the
suffragettes halted the peaceful and the violetivides to be devoted to supporting the
war efforts. The role of their pro-suffrage orgatians NUWSS and WSPU shifted into
pro-war bodies. Through those organizations, MilitFawcett and Emmeline Pankhurst

! “Militancy and Conciliation 1900-1912”, UK Pariizent https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/wonmeicase-studies-women-parliament/suffragettes-in-
trousers/militancy-and-conciliatioiAccessed April 17,2022)

2Hannah Awcock, “On This Day: Black Friday, 18thwenber 1910”Turbulent Isles November18,2018
https://turbulentisles.com/2018/11/18/on-this-déaek-friday-18th-november-1910/ (Accessed April
29,2022)

® Harold L.Smith, The British Women’s Suffrage Campaign 1866-1%8 ed(United Kingdom: British
Library Cataloguing in Publication Data,2001),49

* Kingsley Kent,Sex and Suffrage in Britairl81

® Kingsley Kent, 181.

® Wingerden, 73.
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started supporting the war through encouragingféineale mobilization to serve in the

home front.
1.2.3 The Suffrage Ladies during WWI (1914-1918)

In England, women regardless their age, were réadgrve the home front. As war
workers, they replaced men in the most difficuligoThe war, above all, was an occasion
that negated the already borne-in-mind stereotgfasig that woman place was the home.
During WWI, women were outdoors serving their coyrdnd preserving the sector of
employment when men were absent joining the arrmex$. Statistics revealed the female
increased recruitment during the war. “Between 1844 1918, an estimated two million
women replaced men in employment, resulting inreneiase in the proportion of women

in total employment from 24 per cent in July 194487 per cent by November 1918”

The outbreak of WWI altered the process of therag# cause. The female
suffragists and suffragettes suspended all praagsf activities and readied themselves to
support the war. Before the war, the suffragettiesler Emmeline Pankhurst, were acting
against the government, but directly after thetsththe war, they became governmental
proponents through helping Prime Minister Herbestjith (1908-1916) to recruit more
women as war workers. This revealed the femaleimead in times of danger. Though
deprived of the vote, women suffragists and su#tag never stood hand-tied whenever
needed to serve their country. Emmeline vehemdmlieved that “women couldn't fight,
they shouldn't voté” She called women to work as nurses, doctors, tionsi workers,
dockyards workers, farmers, transport industry wosk factories and arsenals workers,

banks workers.

Emmeline and her daughter Christabel devoted théitant organization WSPU to
support the war rather than violently claiming fibre vote. Instead militancy, they

L suffrage in Wartime”, UK Parliametttitps://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/wonweyoverview/suffragetteswartim@iccessed April
27,2022)

2 Joan Montgomery Byles, “Women’s Experience of Wowar One: Suffragists, Pacifists and Poets”
Women Studies International Forwl.08,n° 5 (1985):473

3 “Women and the First World War”, The National Anots
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstidwar/document_packs/women.ht(@ccessed April
27,2022)
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favoured militarism through their magaziB&tannia'. Their periodical was devoted to the
war propaganda to publish anything pertinent wité pro-war cause. Furthermore, they
delivered speeches expounding the importance eigbetady to support the war effort.
Their endeavours, to have a hand in protection dmylduring wary circumstances,
reflected their “patriotic feminisnf'"Christabel glorified the role played by women war
workers and acknowledging the female collaboratmsave England. She stated “[they
were] the women who prevent the collapse of theonatvhile men are fighting the

enemy®.

The suffragettes were not the sole war supportées;female peaceful suffragists
under Millicent Garrett Fawcett played a focal rdleing the war. Women suffragists and
suffragettes believed that supporting the war éfficould push men to change their minds
over the important role women could play in men'srikg. They would be, inevitably,
rewarded by men in parliament. Fawcett disbandédhal pro-suffrage activities and
devoted its pro-suffrage organization the NUWSSsupport the war efforts. Millicent
Fawcett, represented by her organization NUWSStestdorming, financing women’s
field hospitals where injured soldiers would beategl and staffing ambulancésThe
NUWSS brought women nurses to serve in those haspiin the light of Fawcett's
doughty intervention to support the war, she clafieet us show ourselves worthy of
citizenship whether our claim to it be recognizednot”.°This does not mean that she
forgot about the suffrage. She kept demanding tlfragie during the war unlike the
WSPU which totally forget about the suffrae.

! During the war, the name of the WSPU’s periodizak changed int@ritannia . Before the war, it was
namedSuffragette Angela K.Smith , “ The Pankhursts and the Warffr8ge Magazines and First World
War Propaganda “Women'’s History RevieWol 12,n° 01 (2003): 103

2 william Murphy, “Suffragettes”, International Encyclopedia of the First World Warersion 1,
December5,2018, 05 https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/articlfffagettes (Accessed April
27,2022)

% June PurvisEmmeline Pankhurst: A Biograplilyondon:Routeledge,2002),268.

* Nicoletta Gullace “British Women would have walitiar longer for the Vote without World War [The
Conversation August 6,2014https://theconversation.com/british-women-would-éavaited-far-longer-for-
the-vote-without-world-war-i-29860Accessed April 29,2022)

® Gullace “British Women Would Have Waited far Londer the Vote”.

® Gillian Wearing , “Millicent Fawcett"14-18 Now April 24,2018
https://www.1418now.org.uk/commissions/millicentyfzett/about-millicent-fawcett/  (Accessed  April
28,2022)
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The suspension of the suffrage activities was opgpdy some women suffragettes.
They were not against supporting the war, but theye strongly disagreeing about
forgetting about the suffrage cause fought for ydsefore. To keep demanding the vote
during the war, another pro-suffrage organizatias wstablished in March 1916 labeled
as the Independent Women'’s Social and PoliticabbliiWSPU). It was established by
Charlotte Marsh (1887-1961)ho believed that the suffrage question had nobéo
neglected in times of war; it should be alwaysdtica even if the government was busy.
Even the IWSPU had its own journtile Independent Suffragett®ther leading women
suffragettes in the IWSPU were Edith Rigby (18728)3and Dorothy Evans (1888-1944).
It suspended its anti-war propaganda in 1917.

It is important to point out that not all the femasuffragists and suffragettes
supported the war. There were other pro-suffrage&owho were hostile to serve in the
home front whatever the factors labeled as “anti-wamen”? They believed that the
government that kept depriving women of their deratc right did not deserve to be
supported and helped in hard times. Among thoseamowho opposed the support of the
war were: Sylvia Pankhurst, Emily Hobhouse (186Q&)9 Catherine Marshall (1880-
1961), Helena Swanwick (1864-1939), Olive Schreifi&55-1920) and Kate Courtney
(1878-1974)

Sylvia Pankhurst left the WSPU and formed the Hastdon Federation of the
Suffragettes (ELFS) in January 1914. She was stggbdoy other anti-war women from
the ELFS including Melvina Walker (born 1874), Ner&mith (1874-1963) and Jessie
Paine (1864-1933) to publicly oppose the war anghie far from offering any slight piece
of help. Instead of supporting the war, Sylvia tet@drclaiming for the rights of working
women through the ELFS journal entitled W®man’s Dreadnoughtin this periodical,

! Charlotte Marsh was a militant suffragette whagml the WSPU in 1907. In June 1908, Charlotte was
arrested for obstructing the police and sentence@ tmonth in Holloway. During World War |,
Charlotte was Prime Minister Lloyd George’'s chauffe She left the WSPU in 1916 and
established her own IWSPU. “Charlotte ‘Charlie’ Mht, Suffragette Stories
https://suffragettestories.omeka.net/bio-charlatherlie-marshAccessed May14,2022)

2 Katherine Connelly, “Sylvia Pankhurst, the Firsoidd War and the Struggle for DemocraciRevue
Francaise de civilization BritanniqueX-1 (2015): 04https://doi.org/10.4000/rfcb.275

 Montgomery Byles, 473

* The Woman’'s Dreadnoughtas a weekly newspaper produced in London in 1Bg4the anti-war
suffragette Sylvia Pankhurst. “Woman’s DreadnougB®ford Reference
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any issue liked with war, mobilization, patriotismationalism, especially women’s

conscription was bitterfyattacked through plenty of anti-war articles.

Although opposing the war, the pro-war efforts e tfemale suffragists and
suffragettes were not for granted. In 1916, debates the partial enfranchisement and the
reformation of the electoral process started inHbase of Commons. Several legislations
passed during war years guaranteeing electoraimsfdGreat attention was paid to women
suffrage question due to their important contribatio war efforts. The male MPs believed
that they should, at least, reward women for tige@at war work they performed during
the Great Waf.

The Speaker of the Commons, James William Lowt{305-1921), firstly
suggested some electoral reforms. One of them wament with partially enfranchising
women?® In May 1917, the Bill was firstly introduced intke Commons. On Junel9, 1917,
Clause 4 tackling the enfranchisement of women #iasussed. There were male MPs
who opposed the clause denying women the vote.dDtieem was the Conservative MP
Frederick Banbury (1903-1924). He shared the saiee of the anti-suffragistPrime
Minister Herbert Asquith.

Both of them believed that women were not and wawtibe qualified for the vote
and the political representation would remain aem@sk without the intervention of
women. He stated what Asquith already claiming rédferick Banbury] oppose this, in my
opinion, as a student of history and of our own ligulife, experience shows that the
natural distinction of sex which admittedly diffate@tes the functions of men and women
in many departments of human activity ought to éeognized, as it always has been

recognized, in the sphere of Parliamentary reptaten”. The male interest in the

https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/ad@80199646241.001.0001/acref-9780199646241-e-
1493(Accessed April 28,2022)

1 K.Smith, “The Pankhursts and the War”, 110.

2 “Neither Fair, Nor Desirable, Nor Wise : The Regmetation of the People Bill’UK Vote 100,
Junel6,2017 https://ukvote100.0rg/2017/06/16/the-representatibthe-people-bill/  (Accessed  April
28,2022)

 “Women Get the Vote”, UK Parliamehttps://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/wonweioverview/thevote{Accessed April 28,2022)
*“The Women’s Suffrage Movemenitittps://www.tchevalier.com/fallingangels/bckgrndfsage/ (Accessed
April 28,2022)

® “Neither Fair, Nor Desirable, Nor Wise : The Regeetation of the People Bill”.
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enfranchisement of women was not the lone issusgdkie way for the limited suffrage.
The woman leader of the NUWSS, Millicent Fawcetgypd a vital role in the final

agreement to grant women the vote. She led a deputaf women war workers to meet
Liberal Prime Minister David Llyod Geor§¢1916-1922)

The early hopes for allowing women to taste theetvi@ste of democracy came in
December 1917 when the House of Commons votedhfompartial enfranchisement of
women and passed the Bill to the House of Lordsnfore discussions on January 10,
1918. Fortunately, the Bill was not opposed in Hmuse of Lords. Millicent Fawcett,
tirelessly, was present enjoying the moment sheeddor more than three decades. In
February 1918, the Bill received the royal asseahiing a limited suffrage to women
under the leadership of Liberal Prime Minister Ralkioyd George. He granted women,
over the age of thirty, the limited franchise agwaard for the great war work they fulfilled

during the war.

1.2.4 Women'’s Partial Enfranchisement (1918)

Following WWI, things took another turn concernitige suffrage cause. After
lengthy debates lasting more than one year, womene \partially enfranchised, but the
equal enfranchisement on the same terms as mestiWas question. Women over the age
of thirty got the limited franchise in 1918. Thisasvingrained in the Representation of
People Act of 1918. The age of thirty (30) was clmbsen for granted to limit the female
electoral involvement. There was a sole reasonnbletiie age limitation. It was because
the process of extension would not encapsulates latgnber of women. In his article
entitled “Votes for Women: The Groundbreaking Election &18”, Alwin Collinson (2018)
explained the reason behind choosing the age oh80akove in which women would be

enfranchised. She wrote:

! David Lloyd George (1863-1945) was BritiBime Minister(1916—22) who dominated the British political
scene in the latter part @forld War | He was raised to the peerage in the House ofdiorthe year of his
death. “David Lloyd George"Britannica , March 22,2022https://www.britannica.com/biography/David-
Lloyd-George(Accessed April 28,2022)

2 Wearing, “Millicent Fawcett”.
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Everybody knows why the age of thirty years wasdis the age at which
women could vote. It had nothing to do with thaipgosed capacity or
incapacity between the ages of twenty-one andytbime. That limit was
adopted in order to meet the objection to the exbenof the franchise
without some limit of the number of women voterbafis the reason why
the age limit of thirty was introduced, in order @awoid extending the
franchise to a very large number of women, for fis@y might be in a
majority in the electorate of this countiywas for that reason only, and it
had nothing to do with their qualifications at &lo one would seriously
suggest that a woman of twenty-five is less capabfgving a vote than a
woman of thirty-five!

The Representation of the People Bill, also calliedited suffrage bill® was passed
by the House of Commons on June 19, 1917. The Hofu®@mmons voted 385 to &
agree on the clause that stated the partial erfregrment of women. The bill was not
only drafted to enfranchise women, it was also tlv¢o enfranchise all men reaching the
age of 21. Because it enfranchised only women wadped 30 or over, the bill denied

women under the age of the thirty the parliamenfiamychise.

There were several conditions that dictated thes fot women after they were
partially enfranchised. The first criterion was #ige over thirty. Another requirement, for
women who reached the age of thirty and above,thatsthey had to be previous electors
in local elections or married to men who had alyetaken part in local electiofsThe
third one was the property ownership. In the lighholding a property as a condition to
vote, the bill enfranchised those women househslderthose women whose husbands
were householders. It enfranchised also women wére wccupiers of property of £8nd

female graduates from the British Universities.

The Representation of the People Bill became aitakebruary 6, 1918. It resulted

in tripling the electorate rising from 7.7 millida 21.4 million. This meant the addition of

! Alwin Collinson, “Votes for Women: The Groundbrémdx Election of 1918”,Museum of Londgn
December14,2018 https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/discover/1918&ttm-first-time-women-voted
(Accessed November12,2021)

% patricia E.Chu,Race, Nationalism and the State in British and Americarodérnism. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press,2006),93.

3 L.Smith;The British Women'’s Suffrage Campaign 1866-1878,

* Laura E.Nym Mayhal, “Suffrage and Political Actii , GALE Digital Collection
http://gdc.gale.com/assets/files/wws/GML40207_Sufé.pdf(Accessed June4, 2016 )

> June Purvis, “Emmeline Pankhurst in the AftermatSuffrage, 1918-1928" irThe Aftermath of Suffrage:
Women,Gender and Politiesl. Julie V.Gottlieb and Richard Toye (EnglandgPale Macmillan,2013),19.
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9.2 million female voters and 4.5 million male wstklf light is shed on the statistics of
women only, it was estimated that the Represemadiothe People Act enfranchised
8.400.000 women who comprised a percentage of 3% 6f the electorate in 1978\s
mentioned before, one among the requirement fomthe female voters was that they
should be local electors or at least wives of latattors. This requirement forbade many
women from voting although they met the other cbods. Although those women
attained the age of thirty and above, they coultl vate because they were not local
electors before and even their husbands. It wasrtegh that five million women
(5.000.000f who comprised 22%o0f those women who attained the age of thirty and
above in 1918.

The limited enfranchisement of women in 1918 wascdbed as “a surprise for the
suffragettes” because they did not expect this political victoFiis Act received a royal
assent as a reward for women suffragists and geffies’ devotion to the war. It was
stated in the Act in Chapter 64:

A woman shall be entitled to be registered as &apaentary elector for

a constituency if she-has attained the age ofythigars; and is not

subject to any legal incapacity; and is entitledéoregistered as a local
government elector in respect of the occupatiothat constituency of

land (not being a dwelling-house) of a yearly vabfignot less than five

pounds or of a dwelling-house, or is the wife dfusband entitled to be
so registered... [She] shall be entitled to be regist as a local

government elector for any local government eledtarea — where she
would be entitled to be so registered; and wheeeislthe wife of a man

who is entitled to be so registered in respectrefnises in which they

both residé.

Women played a very important role in the home tfrmhen men were outside

involved in the battle fields. 2 million women sttt involving themselves in tasks already

! “what Was the 1918 Representation of the Peopla ?Ac History Extra February 7,2018
https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-centuryatdwas-the-1918-representation-of-the-people-act/
(Accessed April 18,2022)

% H.L.Smith,88.

% Mary Hilson, “Women Voters and the Rhetoric of ritdism in the British General Election of 1918”
Women'’s History Reviewol.10.N0.2(2001):327.

* Hilson, 327.

® Martin D.Pugh, “Politicians and the Woman'’s Vo@12-1918"History Vol59,n°197 (1974): 358

® Representation of the People Act, Catalogue @&5/6385
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done by men onlyWomen's effective participation in WWI led poliigms to change their
mind concerning their reluctance to grant women \tbe&e. The British historian(born
1959) Jane Robinson confirmed that the Act wasqzhsas an acknowledgement to
women’s replacement of men in most difficult jolbsls as munitions works. She stated:

The activity of the suffrage campaigners “went @glavay to proving that

women were responsible and that they had theigeelte and application

and articulacy to carry out the new responsibditieat they were given in

the First World War, which in turn helped with gegtthe vote at the end

of the war.”® The partial enfranchisement was followed by amothe

political victory for women in which they were affally welcomed in
parliament as MPS.

Women war workers were ready to support men in hards. Their participation brought
effective results after the war. Due to their braweolvement and their ability to run male

works, they started to enjoy the seeds of demodraough being partially enfranchised.

1.2.5 The Dawn of Women'’s Political and Electoral &ticipation

The limited suffrage vouchsafed to women was foddwy a political success for
women. Directly after enfranchising them, women aveifficially allowed to stand as
candidates to be elected to the House of Commadms.\WWomen Qualification Act was
enacted on November 21, 1918. It gave to all woneaching the age of 21, on the same
terms as men, an opportunity to become MPs. Mdiaties in 1919, the first woman MP
Nancy Astor was elected to join men in the Commartse political participation for

women became, then, a reality.

Most importantly, this Act was brought into actianthout any demand or claim
from women. They never organized a movement, ¢eat introduced a bill demanding
the political admission into the parliamentary pcdi. It was a parliamentary overnight
decision to include women in the House of Comnitfise Act stated “A woman shall not

! “Representation of the People AcGazette Official Public Recorchttps://www.thegazette.co.uk/awards-
and-accreditation/content/148ccessed April 18,2022)

2“\What Was the Representation of the People Act ?”.

3 “What Was the 1918 Representation of the Peopte?Ac

* Mari Catherine Takayanagi, “Parliament and Wonweh900-1945,” Phd Diss., ( London: King's College,
2012), 17
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be disqualified by sex or marriage for being elédteor sitting or voting as a Member of

the Commons House of Parliament”

The first occasion when women rushed to vote camBacember 1918 through
taking part in the General Election of 1918. It wh® first election when women
comprised a 40% percentage of the electorate. This election wascrieed as
“groundbreaking electior” since it represented a time when women firstlyedivan
outstanding moments in which their voices would Heard. It was estimated that the
number of women who could vote in 1918 reachedmilion women and 17 female
candidates, from different political partfestood as candidates to be elected. The results
of the election revealed the victory of Prime MiarsDavid Lloyd George supported by
Conservatives to form a coalition government. Théotving table provides detailed
statistics about the number of male and female idates in the election, the votes, the
share of the vote plus the seats won for the miosiepr political Parties (the Conservative

Party, the Labour Parfy the Liberal Partyand others. 17 women candidates stood in this

!Parliament Qualification of Women Act , Chapter 4¥arliamentary Archives,
HL/PO/PU/1/1918/8&9G5¢c47

2 Collinson.

3 Collinson.

* Those Political Parties included the Liberal Pattye Labour Party, The Conservative Party and the
Women'’s Party. Collinson.

®The Conservative Party was established in 1834&Rdlyert Peel (1788-1850) who served as the Prime
Minister from (1834-35, 1841-46)Lord Norton of Loth, “Conservative Party: Politic&éarty United
Kingdom” https://www.britannica.com/topic/Conservative-Partlitical-party-United-Kingdom(Accessed
November19,2021)

® The Labour Party emerged at the beginning ofwhremtieth century, but its origins dated back to4.87
1893, it was founded as the Independent Labouy PiaR) by Keir Hardie (1856-1915). In 1900, the
Labour Representation Committee (LR@jas established. In 1906, it took the name theoLeParty after
scoring 29 seats in the General Election of 190@ Farty came to represent the interests of thle waions
and working classes protect their rights in parbaim Rhiannon Vickers, THeabour Party and the World:
The Evolution of Labour’s Foreign Policy 1900+%bl1 (Manchester: Manchester University
Press,2004),20/ “A Brief History of the Labour 8&rHistory Extra,April
6,202Mttps://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-centurbtbar-party-history-facts-origin-uk-first-prime-
minister-britain/(Accessed November19,2021)

" The Liberal Party emerged in the mid -nineteesthtury. It remained a minor one until the secoaidl &f
the twentieth century. It did not enjoy politiceémds like the Conservative and the Labour Parfiesg
merged with the Social Democratic Party, its nameaime the Liberal Democratic Party in 1988. All the
Liberals shared a common principle that statbe ‘source of progress lay in the free exercisadiidual
energy”.Paul David Webb, “Liberal Party: Political Partynitéd Kingdom”,Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Liberal-Party-gaial-party-United-Kingdon{Accessed
November20,2021)
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electiort. They were divided as the following: 01 female semvative, 04 Labour, 04
Liberal and 08 women from other political partfek918, women candidates argued that
the ‘woman’s point of view' was needed in Parliatnand emphasized their ‘special

knowledge’ on matters concerning women and children

Table 1.1. The Number of Candidates, Votes and Sea¥Won in the General Election
of 1918 in England

Conservative Labour Party |Liberal Democrats | Others
Party
Candidates 352 291 327 181
Votes (Millions) | 3.41 1.81 2.14 0.69
Share of Vote| 42.6 22.6 26.3 8.5
(%)
Seats Won 315 42 107 21

Source Sam Pilling and Richard Cracknell, “UK Election t&tcs: 1918- 2021: A Century of
Elections”, House of Commons Library Number CBP752@igust 18, 2021 , 20-21

The figure below shows a “happy and smiling” womang of the millions of
women who “walked shoulder to shoulder with theislbands, brothers, sons and lovers to
vote for the first time in 1918 general electibnHer smiling face represented the bliss
expressed through being an elector. She accompaeiedittie daughter with her. This
portrays the fact that even though being busy gaon the family and children, she made

the move to the electoral station to choose heesgmtative in parliament.

! “parliament Qualification of Women Act” UK Parliamnt https:/www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/woneyparliamentary-collections/nancy-astor/parliathen
qualification-of-women-act{Accessed April 18,2022)

% Elise Uberoi, Chris Watson, Shadi Daneshi, PalidBcand Richard Tunnicliffe, “Women in Politicscin
Public Life”, Research Briefing , House of Commduitsrary Number01250, March04,2022 , 11
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/doents/SN01250/SN01250.pfccessed April 20,2022)

3 Lisa Berry-Waite , 20th Century HistoryConferences/SeminatElectoral ReformWomen And
Parliamerit, The History of ParliamentJUNE 11,2019
https://thehistoryofparliament.wordpress.com/2062/@/she-is-an-outsider-in-public-life-women-
parliamentary-candidates-1918-192%CCESSED APRIL 18,2022)

* Collinson
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Figure 1.1.A British Womar Voting for the First Time in the 191Generz Election

Source: lona Hamilton, “Women Vote in a UK General Electifor the First Tim-December
1918", The Guardian December14,201https://www.theguardian.com/politics/frc-the-archive-
blog/2018/dec/14/womewote-uk-general-election-first-time-19&ccessed April 29,202

Most of the female candidates in the general Eactf 1918 were the fema
suffragetts who resorted to violent methods demanding the.\lom those candidates
can be listed Christabel Pankt, Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence (18954), Norah Dac-
Fox (1878-1961) Emily Phipps 1865 — 1943), Edith How-Martyrd875— 1954), Charlotte
Despard (1844 1939) ancConstance Markievicz (1868 — 1927The latter did not sen
as a suffragette in the militant campa The 8,5 million women , who were partia
enfranchised, represented 40% of the female papalat Britain. From those 17 :nding
candidates, onlyConstance Markievicz was electewt she did not take her s for it

! Constance Markievicz was Anglo-Irish countess and political activist who was tistfwoman elected t

the British Parliamentl918), thoigh she refused to take her seat. She was alsamthevoman to serve i

the first Dail Eireann (Irish Assembly), in whiclhes acted as minister of labour (1-22). “Constance
Markievicz”, Britannicahttps://www.britannica.com/biography/Conste-Markievicz (Accessed May14,20z
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served as a Deputy in the Irish Parlianterfthe scarcity of the elected women candidates
was the result of the political unpreparedness. Womandidates had only 23 days
launch their electoral campaign before the geneleadtion of 1918. Their unreadiness to

dig deep in their electoral programs triggered vstesluctance to vote for them.

The early female limited political achievement mteanlot to women and it was
considered as a political success since it watiteome of ceaseless endavours to gain
the vote. The female political integration did hatt in 1918, but it was only the beginning
of the female entry to parliament in small fracioiThe second woman elected into the
Commons and the first woman taking her seat thex® Mancy Astor. She was the first

woman pioneer in the already only-male led politics

1.2.6 Nancy Astor: The First Woman MP

The first woman in the British history to get heasin the House of Commons was
Nancy Astor (1879-1964). She was elected in the9li9yl-election as a Conservative
MP in Novemberl5 representing the constituencylgfm®uth. She remained in the
House of Commons until her retirement in 1945 aft&ryears of political service.
Her great political performance and her fascinathgction campaign’s style attracted
more voters to repeatedly vote for her. She wasteden seven electiorfs.

Nancy Astor was the first woman reaching thrdy-male sphere (parliament)
breaking all the barriers previously making it inggtble for a woman to have a say
in parliamentary legislations. The Minister of Mtions Winston Churchill(1917-
1919y was one of those people denying the role of wormepolitics and one of

those who opposed the coming of Nancy Astor to iparént. Her presence in

! Collinson.

? Lisa Berry-Waite, “I Stuck to Plymouth, Plymouthusk to Me”: Nancy Astor, Electioneering and Female
Parliamentary Candidacy”, Open Library of Humamitie September10,2020, 04
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/34481304 $tuck to Plymouth Plymouth_Stuck to Me' Nanc
y_Astor_Electioneering_and_Female_Parliamentarydidacy(Accessed April 29,2022)

® “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History ofowden’s Participation in Parliament and their
Representation in the Historical Collections”, Sgé&é Advisory Committee on Works of Art, The
Speaker’'s Art Fund, 25https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentsRKS-OF-ART/Women-in-
Parliament-Catalogue.p@ficcessed November26,2021)

* Berry-Waite, 01

® Winston Churchill (1874-1965) was a British states, orator, and author arférime Minister(1940-45,
1951-55). “Winston Churchill”,  Britannica  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Winston-
Churchill/During-World-War-I(Accessed May14,2022)
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parliament was “embarrassing to himHe told her “we hope to freeze you ofitFle

used other words of offense to address her likakga™ because she was an “American-

born lady”? As a reaction to this male humiliation, she semt h letter telling that he

MUST treat her fairly> He apologized to her latér.

The male support to Astor played a focal role in figng to candidacy in the by-
election of 1919. She was the wife of a male MP dddl Astor (1910-1919) who
supported her and even proposed the idea for hstatwl as a candidate to take his seat
after his withdrawal from the House of Commonsdio the House of Lords inheriting the
seat of his father. She was very affaifl emerging on the political scene as a candidate,
but successfully did. She remained a Conservative util 1945. She claimed that her
husband was the only one who pushed her towaradessicin her 1922 Speech, she stated

My entrance into the House of Commons was not,oasesthought, in
the nature of a revolution. It was an evolution. Mysband was the one
who started me off on this downward path—from tineside to public
life. If I have helped the cause of women he isahe to thank, not nie.

The first steps before emerging as an MP were t@sgkhe was opposed by male
candidates’ opponents such as Isaac Foot (1922)198%& believed she must win and
overcome this male onslaught on her. When the teegtdre announced, she enjoyed her
political success in the election and the defedtesfmale opponents. She won 5000 votes
translated into 51% of the whole electoraes a woman, reaching parliamentary world
was never an easy task for her. She describedifserfife years in the Commons as a
“hell” *° due to the fierce male reaction working with a vammEven those who used to be
her friends before her access to power turned agair in the Commons. On the other

L «yphill All the Way: A Century of Women in Parlisent”, Churchill College Cambridge
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/events/uphliiway/ (Accessed November24,2021)

Z«Uphill All the Way: A Century of Women in Parliaent”

3 «“Uphill All the Way: A Century of Women in Parlizent”

* “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History of Wien's Participation in Parliament and Their
Representation in the Historical Collections”, Sp&s Advisory Committee on Works of Art, The
Speaker’'s Art Fund, 25https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentsRKS-OF-ART/Women-in-
Parliament-Catalogue.pffccessed November26,2021)

® For more details about the sent letter from Nahstor to Winston Churchill, seePPENDIX B, p. 262

& «“Uphill All the Way: A Century of Women in Parliaent”.

" Tara Finn, “The First Woman of British ParliamentHistory of GovernmenBlog, November28,2019
https://history.blog.gov.uk/2019/11/28/the-first-wan-of-british-parliamentfAccessed April 18,2022)

8 William Safire ,Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in Histtgw York: W.W. Norton, 1992) , 620-
622.

° Berry-Waite, 14.

Y Finn.
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side, there were male MPs who welcomed her, helygedand cement political friendly
relation with her.

As an MP, she was devoted to dig deep in the issuaserned with under-privileged
women and children. Her political participation dibt prioritize showing-off or
arrogance, her parliamentary work was pertinenth wilefending women’s rights,
supporting, and promoting women needs. She cordessam thinking of the women and
children... 1 do not want you to look on your lady miger as a fanatic or a lunatic. | am
simply trying to speak for hundreds of women anddcén throughout the country who
cannot speak for themselvés”

Concurrently, Nancy Astor was the first woman MPthe House of Commons to
deliver her maiden speethn February 24, 1920 in which she expressed hde mf
joining men in the mother of parliaments. Through $peech, she represented herself as a
powerful and a self-confident woman who spoke imagy reflecting her certainty that she
would do great in parliament. Most importantly, sarted directly speaking about one of
negative things in England’s society that neededbéo fought. She started making
England’s people aware of the danger of “drinkin§he did not start with introducing
herself or celebrating her political victory, bitesstarted with shedding light on the way
for better life. In her speech she stated:

I would like to say that | am quite certain tha¢ tvomen of the whole
world will not forget that it was the fighting meri Devon who dared to
send the first woman to represent women in the Blotf Parliaments.
Now, as the west country people are a couragedus i® only right that
one of their representatives should show some geurand | am
perfectly aware that it does take a bit of courmgaddress the House on
that vexed question , Drink.... Do we want the wefaf the community,
or do we want the prosperity of the Trade? Do wentwaational
efficiency, or do we want national inefficiency?akhs what it comes to.
So | hope to be able to persuade the House. Areealty trying for a
better world, or are we going to slip back to thene old world before
19147 | think that the hon. Member is not movinghvihe times.?.

L Finn.

2 Jennifer Scott, “What Did the First Woman in Parient Have to Say ?"BBC NEWSFebruary 24,2020
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-516127@&cessed April 18,2022)

% For more details about the first woman MP’s maideeech , se@PPENDIX F, P.273.

* “Extract of Lady Astor's Maiden Speech in the Heusf Commons — 24 February 1920”
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentsagylady-astor-maiden-speech-in-the-house-of-
commons?2.pdfAccessed April 18,2022)
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Her first speech in front of the “all-mafetolleagues owed her a good reputation for
being an eloquent and self-confident woman. Theesh, in addition to her admission in
the House of Commons, was great milestones in dlgical life. Women, before Astor,
were vehemently opposed to reach parliamentarydywbrt Astor was standing in front of
men delivering her first speech and above all, idemsg a local matter “drink
restriction”? Astor's early tough circumstances of living wih alcoholic father and her
first husband impacted on her political views o against alcohol drinking. She angrily
recalled the unbearable misery she went througtosnded by alcoholic persons. She
stated “Temperance has always been my Crusadeew kom my own life the sadness

and misery caused by drink”

To restrict alcohol consumption, she proposed &aki Bill in 1922. This Bill
became an Act in 1923 labeled as The Intoxicatifmgdr Act’. This Act had not been
passed unless Astor entered parliament as MP. 8kefrthe woman who won over men
in politics through paying attention to more sesassues that were pertinent with saving
the lives of people, especially children. Beforetohs no male foci were placed on
restricting alcoholic consumption for adolescemslar the age of £8The female radical
changes in the light of proposed legislations weoethy of note. Restricting drinking was
only one fruitful legislation put forward by therdt woman MP. Other important pro-
improvement legislations would be passed when Astmuld be joined by other women

MPs in the upcoming elections.

1.3 The Evolution of Female Political Representatio (1922-1939)

Astor opened the gate of politics for other womeioin her and join the male MPs
in parliament. She made it clear “My hope is tHalahcy Astor] may pave the way for

other women who aspire to enter Parliament ...tobésta the right of enfranchised

! “Nancy Astor, Maiden Speech in Parliament, 192BR Readindnttps://www.tbr.fun/nancy-astor-maiden-
speech-in-parliament-1920Accessed April 18,2022)

2 Berry-Waite, 14.

% Nancy Astor Autobiography in Berry-Waite, 14.

“The Intoxicating Liquor Act stated that people slicbe aged 18 to drink alcohol in bars, a situatihich
still exists today. The Act was the first succekgitivate members’ bill from a woman MP, Nancy Asto
Mary Takayanagi, “Astor the Fairy Godmother: “Thetoixicating Liquor Act 1923”, Open Library of
Humanities, 2020, Ohttps://olh.openlibhums.org/article/id/464Bccessed April 29,2022)

® Before 1923, a teenager could go into a pub atate of 14 to buy and drink beer, perfectly legally
Takayanagi, 01
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women not only to vote, but to sit in Parliamenthiiasting advantage to the natioh.”.
Women admission to politics was slow in the comyegrs. Until 1922, women started
joining Astor as a result of being elected in tbening general elections of 1922, 1923 and
1924. Standing as a candidate and being electednatashe end of the whole story,
another goal must be accomplished. Women suffegetewed again their demand for
extending the vote on the same terms as men. €&ffents were not fruitless. In 1928, the
universal suffrage was granted to women in whiaythtarted enjoying new hopes for

political emancipation and political parity.

1.3.1 Women MPs Elected After Nancy Astor (1922-182

Allowing women to stand as MPs did not mean pdaltiemancipation and did not
mean opening the doors of parliament for an inbliwomen MPs. The number of women
MPs until 1928 was small if compared to their male counterpdrtshis regard, the male
MPs still monopolized the process of decision -mgkilespite the presence of females.
The sole obstacle impeding women’s path towardsareased entry to parliament was
the candidates’ selection. The three main politeatties in England: the Conservative
Party, The Labour Party and the Liberal Party wefactant to accept a great number of
candidates. Even the number of the accepted feozaldidates was small. What added
insult to the injury was that even when they weteepated to stand as candidates; they

were oriented towards “less winnable seits”.

Women did not like the early rising of politicalsdrimination against them. They
strove to challenge the male authority and centfezit views in politics. Lina Mary Scott-
Gatty (1873-1964), the Liberal candidate for Hugtionshire stated in 1922: ‘[[Lina Mary
Scott-Gatty] make no apology for being a womanglidve political life needs the high

influence of woman bringing in a new point to pebdiffairs”. As a result, the general

1 “part of History” https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fament_week_info_panels.pdf
(Accessed April 18,2022)

% For more details about the women MPs electedatadsin the House of Commons after Nancy Astor (1919
1929, seAPPENDIX C, P 263.

% Ricahrd Cracknell, “The History and Geography obMén MPs sine 1918 in Numbers”, House of
Commons Library , Monday, Novemberl8,201@tps://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/the-historydan
geography-of-women-mps-since-1918-in-numbéistessed April 18,2022)

* Berry-Waite.
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election resulted in an electoral breakthrough &orelected womert. The Aberdeen
Journalwrote “for the first time in the history of the watry all parties in the State have

able and capable women among their representativarliament?.

On December6, 1923, Margaret Bondfield (1873-19883% elected for the Labour
Party, but a year later she was defeated in thef@ERlection of 1924. She was re-elected
again for Wallsentlin July 1929 to be defeated from over again in1198he was the first
woman appointee as a cabinet minister. She sewduedirst woman Minister of Labour

in charge of unemployment benefits.

Furthermore, Ellen Wilkinson (1891-1947) was anotweman MP in the British
Labour history. She was elected on October29, I824arrow (Located in Northeastern
England”, but defeated in 1931. She was descrilsetBatain’s most important woman
politician®. Generally speaking, it was estimated that by 182@re were 8 women MPs
in the House of Commons. The figure below showesrtpictures. They were as the
following from “left” to “right”: Dorothea Jewson1@84-1964), Susan Lawrence (1871-
1947), Nancy Witcher Astor(1879-1964), Margaret Wirgham ( 1879-1955), Katherine
Marjory Stewart Murray (1874-1960, Mabel Russel tdfil Phillipson(1887-1951),
Florence Annie Woodhouse Terrington (1889-1973) Miadgaret Grace Bondfield (1873-

1953)!

! Berry-Waite.

2 Berry-Waite.

® wWwallsend is a town in Northeastern England. “Walts England, United Kingdom”.
https://www.britannica.com/place/Wallse(®iccessed November26,2021)

* “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History of Wen’'s Participation in Parliament and Their
Representation in the Historical Collections”, Sgeé& Advisory Committee on Works of Art, The
Speaker’'s Art Fund, 25https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentsRKS-OF-ART/Women-in-
Parliament-Catalogue.pffccessed November26,2021)

> Kate Law “Labour Women in Power: Cabinet Ministers in the h2@entury”, Women’s History
March19,2019 https://womenshistorynetwork.org/labour-women-inwpo-cabinet-ministers-in-the-20th-
century-dr-paula-bartleyfAccessed March13,2022)

® Matt Perry, “ In Search of “Red Ellen” Wilkinsoneond Frontiers and Beyond the Nation State”
International Review of Social Histowol52, n°02 (August 2013): 219

"Unknown photographer, “The Eight Women MPs in Ranlent by 1924”, (St Martin’s Place
London, National Portrait Gallery.
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portran®300849/The-eight-women-Members-of-
Parliament-Dorothea-Dorothy-Jewson-Arabella-Susamience-Nancy-Witcher-Astor-ne-
Langhorne-Viscountess-Astor-Margaret-Wintringhamtrengbottom-Katharine-Marjory-Stewart-
Murray-ne-Ramsay-Duchess-of-
?LinkID=mp50007&search=sas&sText=susan+lawrenceé&=git&rNo=0 (Accessed
November27,2021)
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Figure 1.2: TheEight Women MPs in the House Gommon by 1924

Source Unknown photographer“The Eight Women MPs in Parliament by 192.
(St Martin’s Place London, National Portrait Gaile.

The female politick admission following 1918 did not meet women exja¢ion.
Their political rights were still in question. Ihe light of successfully joining men
parliament, the electoral success through universaffrage must be taken in

consideration.

1.3.2 TheSuffrage Question from Over Again

Although the 1918 Representation of people Act bhbua limited suffrage t
women, gender electoral equality was still a dreanbe fulfilled because millions «
women found themselves deprived from taking pafdariamentary elections. Women,
England, could nobaccomplish an electo equality with men until 19z through gaining
the universal suffrag€he British politicianRay Strachey pointed ouiwith the passage ¢
this Act the last glaring inequality in thegal position of women was abolisht.
Furthermore, the act extended voting rights for wonon the same terms as men
lowered voting age to 21. In this vein, the numbiewomen on the electorate increas:

! Ray StracheyThe Cause": a Short History of the Women's Moverimef@reat Britair (London: Virago,
1978), 384.

N
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Historical Background to Women'’s Political
Integration in Parliament (1918-1945)

Five million women were added to the electoral doié to the first acquisition of universal
suffrage’

The Act was not passed easily overnight. The padratary discussions of whether
enfranchising women similarly as men or not staited 919 shortly after the limited
suffrage being granted to women. Through preserheadirst pro- equal suffrage Bill by
the male Labour MP Benjamin Spoor (1918-1928). egavbills followed later yearly

until 1928. Claiming for equal franchise dated back919

Table 1.2. Equal Franchise Bills (1919-1928)

Session Bill Title and Presenter Parliamentary Progess
1919 Women's Emancipation bill (HC Bill 38)Passed through Commons. Division at 8rd
Presented by Benjamin Spoor (Labour). | reading passed 100 to 85. Fell at secpnd
reading in Lords.
1920 Representation of the People bill (HC piassed second reading 122 to 38. Bill
7). Presented by Thomas Grundy (Labourgbandoned in standing committee |on
grounds that bill had no chance of passing
into law.
1921 Representation of the People bill (HC piNo second reading
9). Presented by Walter Smith (Labour).
1922 Representation of the People bill (HC piNo second reading.
37). Presented by Walter Smith (Labour)
1923 Women's Enfranchisement bill (HC bilMotion passed under Ten Minute Rule. No
102). Presented by Isaac Foot (Liberal). | division.
1924 Representation of the People bill (HC pitassed second reading; an amendment
4). Presented by Wililam M Adamsaorasking for a conference defeated 288 to|72.
(Labour). Standing Committee A reporPassed committee stage and government
(HC 104), bill reprinted after committeegave support, but ran out of time before
stage (HC bill 173). government fell.
1925 Representation of the People bill (HC piell at second reading, deemed too early in
24). Presented by William Whiteleythe new Parliament to alter franchise.
(Labour). Division lost 153 to 220
1926 Equalisation of the Franchise bill (HC bilNo second reading
34). Presented by Wililam Wedgwood
Benn (Liberal, joined Labour March 1927).
1927 Representation of the People bill (HC pill2). Presented by Mr Haden Guest.
12). Presented by Mr Haden GuegsfLabour, though left party Feb 1927). No
(Labour, though left party Feb 1927) second reading
1928 Equal Franchise bill.  ConservativBassed as Equal Franchise Act
government bill presented by the Home
Secretary, Joynson-Hicks. T]

Source Takayanagi, “Parliamnet and Women, ¢.1900-194%)4-105

! Conal Kelly, “The 1929 Westminster Elections inrthern Ireland” , October2007
https://www.ark.ac.uk/elections/fw29.htfAccessed November12,2021)
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As shown in the table, all the pro-equal suffragdks livere introduced by male MPs
to the leading Prime Ministers. This male continugdrest in bringing the equal franchise
to women revealed the male support to women inigmadnt and reflected the second
characteristics of male-female relations in parBain Supporting a woman to vote on
equal footing with men was not done all male MPsly@hose who believed in the power

of women in politics and the female capabilitiekecéd help.

The Labour MP Thomas Walter Grundy (1918-1935) ugto his 1920 Bill, for
example, insisted in parliament that women shoadgually enfranchised and he based
his claim on the important role women played duid@/I. Grundy used multiple ways to
convince the David Lloyd George and other MPs editemthe franchise to women. One
of the important ways was the presence of the Ww@ian MP Nancy Astor during the
parliamentary discussion of 1920 Bill. He suggested she was representing all women;
it was a shame to humiliate the only women attemnauith men and rejecting women’s
claims in front of her. He told them “The women &aent at least one Member into this

House, and | am positively sure that her presedds grace and charm to this assembly”

Any presented bill was defeated in the House of @oms. It is of a great
significance to note that the rejection of the édsachise bills was not dictated solely by
male Prime Ministers and male MPs , but even sommen MPs were against the idea of
the equal franchise for women. One of them wasatm@feminist Katharine Stewart-
Murray (1874-1960) known as Duchess of Atholl. S¥es the only woman MP (1923-
1938) who opposed the 1924 Bill presented by thée iviP William Adamson (1910-
1931). Each time, the Prime Ministers found aniaiib postpone the equal franchise
guestion, but promised they would take it into agtoln 1927, no progress had made and
no bill was approved. Nancy Astor angrily stateg{Nancy Astor] believe in the
Government; but | must say | am growing a littlsigious®. She believed she must act

on behalf of all women in England.

On March8, 1927, Nancy Astor firstly formed a cortige called “The Equal

Political Rights Campaign Committéetd urge the cabinet ministers to consider the kequa

1 HC Deb 27 Feb 1920 vol 125 c2071, Thomas Grundy
2 Takayanaji,113.

3 HC Deb 9 Feb 1927 vol 202 cc204-207, Nancy Astor
* WL, 2NSE/C/10, NUSEC Annual Report 1927

N

38

~—



Historical Background to Women'’s Political Chapter
Integration in Parliament (1918-1945) One

franchise question in the cabinet meeting of Ap2 1927. Astor’s organized reaction was
fruitful. On April13, following the cabinet ministe meeting, the final parliamentary
acceptance of the franchise extension to womenamasunced by Conservative Prime
Minister Stanley Baldwin (1867-1947)During the meeting, he declared “the position
with regard to our pledges on the women's votehe .anly thing we could do was to give
it all round at 21°. Women'’s political participation did not only serthose women MPs,

but sometimes it saved and served women in gendfigiout the Astor's Committee, the

equal franchise used to be postponed for other yeaes.

The plea for the equal suffrage was dual. The rfaateale cooperation in parliament
characterized the debates over the equal suffrageec Women MPs, supported by their
male colleagues, played a pivotal role in the sgiérdebates. Although they were already
admitted into parliament, the limited suffrage rémed a nightmareMargaret Benfield said,

'Since | have been able to vote at all, | have n&lethe same enthusiasm because the vote was

the consequence of possessing property rathethbaronsequence of being a human béing”

The Representation of the people Act also calledBQual Franchise Act received
the parliamentary approval on February 7, 1928dthed its second reading on March29,
1928 with 367 votes to f@nd finally received royal assent on July2, 1928apter 12 of
the 1928 Act enfranchised women on the same tesriher male counterparts. It was
stated “for the purpose of providing that the @arlentary franchise shall be the same for

men and women>”

Among those ten male MPs who opposed the bill Frekdédall (1905-1933) and
Charles Oman (1919-1935). They justified their ggpon based on the principles of the
past when decision making was a male concern @ilyng millions of women the right
to vote was pertinent with spoiling the gist of l@anentary work. They commented “ As
was the case prior to 1918, the country shouldepeesented in this House by the male

sex. Some hon. Members may think that is a ratherising view to take, but that had

! Stanley Baldwin served as Prime Minister on tlueeasions (1923-1924/ 1924-1929/1935-1937). “Stanl
Baldwin”, Britannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/Stanley-BaldWiccessed may14,2022)

2 John Barnes and David Nicholsofihe Leo Amery diariegol 1, 1896-1929 (London: Hutchinson, 1980),
504.

3 HC Deb 29 Mar 1928 vol 215 ¢135, c1415, Margemfied.

* Takayanaiji ,131.

® Equal Franchise Act (1928), Chapter 12 ParliaargnArchives, HL/PO/PU/1/1928/18&19G5¢12.
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been the practice and the recognized custom dimimgireds of years of Parliamentary
government®. The majority of male MPs approved the full enéfaisement of women.
The parliamentary statistics revealed a remarksinige in the number of women voters. It
was estimated that:

Of 5,250,000 such women, a large number - 1,800;00@re already

over age 30 and nobody would deny them their rightirther 1,700,000

were married women aged 21-30 and therefore reggenpeople;

another 1,477,000 were single women earning their lving, working

side by side with men. The remaining small but vgome category of

unoccupied single women was further broken dowshtaw that 175,000

were aged 25-30, and the potential ‘flapper’ vagfedabetween 21-25
consisted of only 216,000.

The 1929 General election remained a turning paintomen’s electoral agenda. It
strengthened the female political public personauph maximizing the democratic
principles. If women had not acquired the univeséfrage, their political emancipation
would have been ceaselessly an unreachable questieinale candidates elected in the
general election of 1929 would n undisputedly, cetapvith male MPs and contribute to
plenty of legislations interlinked with women andildren issues. The women’s
competence with men was dual; from competing otteacing a great number of voters

into competing over accomplishing the promisesrett@uring election campaigns.

1.3.3 Climbing the Ladder of Gender Electoral Equalty (1929)

The Election of May 1929 was the first one in whiwbmen voted on an equal
footing with men regardless their age, class orperty ownership. It was held on
Thursday, May30, 1929. It was dubbed “the flapfi#tection™ and “petticoat Vote” The

“flapper election” was a derogatory term to desentomen reaching the age of 21 and

1 HC Deb 29 Mar 1928 vol 215 c1431, Oman; c1443|.Hal

2 HC Deb 29 Mar 1928 vol 215 ¢1369, Joynson-Hicks

® The word “flapper” refers to women of 1920's where fashionable enjoying themselves and flouting
conventional standards of behavior. “Flappe©xford Reference, Oxford University Press,2021
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oifarity.201108030958226807rskey=pcfBMC&result=1
9 (Accessed Novemberl2,2021)

“ “From Cradle to Old Age 1929"Reople’s History of the NHS
https://peopleshistorynhs.org/museumobjects/froaterto-old-age-1929Accessed Novemberl2,2021 )

> Jo Fidgen, “The Petticoat Vote”, February 20ts://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/proginfo/2015108/
petticoat-votg Accessed November12,2021)
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above being granted the equal suffrage.1929, women represented the majority of the
electorate in which the number of female votersnootbered the number of male
electors’

In fourteen London districts women will outhnumbée tmen voters by

75,567, in Liverpool by 28,864, in Manchester by832, in Leeds by

24,480 and in Bradford by 21,884. The increasé@énnumber of persons

eligible to vote is generally regarded as a fachare favorable to the

Labour party than to the Conservatives, although“tlapper vote” was
granted by the present Conservative administration

They made the move to the polling-booths to chotselecide and, above all, to echo
their voices as electors and individuals. Not otfigir voices would be heard, but the

seeds of electoral equality would prompt a radit@nge in their political life.

David Jarvis emphasized the contribution of theversal suffrage in fostering and
cementing women electoral and political equalityhwinen. He wrote “In 1929, women
had secured formal political equality, with profaduimplications for a political world
defined to a large extent by male vallfesThe same year, one of the eminent female
political figures, Margaret Bondfield (1873-1953ready been politically active in the
Labour Party starting from 1923, became a Cabingistér in the Labour Party in the
House of Commons. She was the first woman to betggiasuch rank as a cabinet minister

as a Minister of Labouf.

Another woman, one of the nifhkeabour women elected in 1929, was Mary Agnes
Hamilton (1882-1966). She was one of the pioneewmmen MPs in the House of
Commons where she was warmly welcomed by her nwleagues. She stated “[O]ne of

the best features of the House of Commons in my way that it accepted no sex

! “Flapper”, Oxford Reference
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oifarity.20110803095822680?rskey=pcfBMC&result=1
9 (Accessed November12,2021)

% Fidgen

3 “The British General Election of 1929”, CQ Resd®rcArchives
https://library.cgpress.com/cqresearcher/documep®igl=cqresrre19290506@Accessed April 19,2022)

* David Jarvis, “Mrs Maggs and Betty: The Consemathppeal to women Voters in the 1920Bkentieth
Century British Historyvol.5, n°2 (1994):12%ttps://doi.org/10.1093/tcbh/5.2.129

® “Margaret Bonfield: British Labour Leadertttps://www.britannica.com/biography/Margaret-Boeéif
(Accessed November13,2021)

©«Uphill All the Way: A Century of Women in Parliaent”.
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distinction; there, if nowhere else, one was tréaenply as a member: the qualifying

noun was no part of the atmosphere of the place.”

Put simply, Jennie Lee (1904-1988) was another e politically active in the
Labour Party from North Lanarkshire. She was etkaia the first election in British
history when all women over the age of 21 wentdtevShe won a seat in the House of
Commons on March 21, 1929 at the age of 24. She th@s'youngest® MP in the
Commons. In this vein, the political emancipatiorarged to women, despite gender
disparity in parliament, was not limited by ageisTportrayed the fact that women could
be political managers even though they were yourgg was one of the women MPs who
were “very” audacious with men unveiling the treten if it was bitter. This revealed the political
power women enjoyed at the beginning of their malitjourney. In her maiden speech, she
accused publicly Winston Churchill of “cant, cortiom and incompetencé”.

Moreover, one of the women politicians elected 929 was the Australian Marion
Phillips (1881-1932). She gained a leadership iroline Labour Party. She was described
as “the most important and most talented [womarthenParty*. Moreover, the daughter
of Prime Minister David Lloyd George Megan Lloyd @3ge and Eleanor Rathbone
(1872-1946) represented the influential figurextdd in 1929.

More significantly, the surge in women electors ledletrimental effect on the
Conservative Party. The landslide victory that thebour Party accomplished in the
election of 1929 was due to the majority of womemrelectors voted for the Labourites
and the Liberals.Ramsay MacDonald (1866-1937) became Prime Minidefeating
Stanley Baldwin. Ramsay MacDonald was the firstdiabPrime Minister serving from
1929 to 1931. The table below shows the resulth®fl929 General Election in England

including the number of candidates, the vote shackthe seats won.

L“Uphill All the Way: A Century of Women in Parfiaent”.

2 “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History of Wien's Participation in Parliament and Their
Representation in the Historical Collections”, Sp&s Advisory Committee on Works of Art, The
Speaker's Art Fund, 2&ittps://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentsRKS-OF-ART/Women-in-
Parliament-Catalogue.p@fccessed November26,2021)

® “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History of Wen’'s Participation in Parliament and Their
Representation in the Historical Collections”.

* Natasha Lehrer“Marion Phillips”, ShalvilHyman Encyclopedia of Jewish Womdewish Women's
Archive, December31,1999 https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/phillips-mario  (Accessed
November26,2021

®“The British General Election of 1929”, A Reporbfn the CQ Researcher Archives. Editorial Research
Reports Vol |II, 1929 https://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/documiep®iol=cgresrre1929050600
(Accessed May16,2022)
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Table 1.3. The Number of Candidates, votes and SeatV/on in the General Election of
1929 in England

Conservative Party | Labour Party Liberal Democrats Ghers
Candidates 469 467 422 30
Votes (Millions) 7.18 6.85 4.34 0.13
Share of Vote (%) | 38.8 36.9 23.6 0.7
Seats Won 221 226 35 3

Source Pilling and Cracknell, 20-21
The Labour Party, successfully, attracted the atierof women to increase their
electoral support during the electoral campaigne Thbourites , to effectively, attract

women to support their cause , repeatedly reminglechen “ advocating the cause of
Equal citizenship when the Tory and Liberal partigsre either utterly hostile or

hopelessly divided on the question”

1.4 Women'’s New Political Experiences (1931-1945)

Women MPs in parliament were few after the genefattion of 1929. Their
electoral involvement reached its zenith, but tlp@iriamentary integration was gradual
and the number of women candidates did not exdesid hale counterparts. Till the end
of the Second World War (WWII), women MPs remairad underrepresented group
despite their endeavours, their crowning contridoutio politics and their devotion to their
political tasks.

1.4.1 Women Voters and Political Participants (1931935)

In 1931, another general election was held in Exgldt was another political
opportunity for women to vote similarly as men neljass their age. The election opened
new horizon for the election of other political iesl to the House of Commons. The
electoral equality in this election did not go iantdem with equality of political

representation. Women represented only a tiny p&ge of parliamentary membership

It was recorded that 15 women MReere elected in the 1931 general election. The

majority of them were married. In this regard, womeere totally devoted to their political

1 “The Labour Party”, 1929
? Jrgen S.Rasmussen, “Women’s Role in ContemporaitjsiBrPolitics : Impediments to Parliamentary
Candidature’Parliamentary Affairsvol36,n°1(1983):300
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work despite the myriad of responsibilities at honiéey proved them themselves
qualified for politics and able to compete with mé&mong the leading women MPs in the
House of Commons elected in 1931, it can be lidtéd: Leah Manning (1886-1977), Mrs
Ida Copeland (1875-1964), Miss Marjorie Graves @&861), Mrs Norah Runge (1884-
1978) , Florence Horsburgh (1889-1969), Mrs Heléav (1889-1969 and Mrs Irene
Ward (1895-1980).

First and foremost, despite the small percentagerarhen in parliament, they did
great and fruitfully contributed to political mareagent of the local affairs of England. Mrs
Ida Copeland was described as “A woman in a maoiddyshe was a great honotirfda
Copeland, at the very beginning of her politicaleea in parliament in 1931, she started
working on the adjustment of those neglected thimgsch were very important to
England’s economy. She, publicly, stressed the itapoe of “pottery industry” the first
moment she delivered her maiden speech. She, tiie@ women MPs, did not devote her
first speech to introduce herself or express tidegn her political admission. The gist of
her speech carried the beginning of a politicaieadment. In her speech, she stated:

In rising to make my maiden speech, | claim theuigdnce of this
House, an indulgence that | know is always gradyoascorded to a new
Member. | should also like to take this opportunatfy thanking hon.
Members of all parties for the kindness that thayehextended to all of
us women Members.... | wish to speak entirely froepbint of view of
the pottery industry, which is one of the oldesthis country. It employs

some 70,000 people in North Staffordshire. "It & a large industry,”
you will say, but it is one which has helped to m&ngland great

Another female doughty political icon was Norah Bendescribed as “an
exceptional woman in any age’She tremendously campaigned in the streets caimgn
people to elect her. Norah Runge succeeded in tilgfethe male MP Ben Smith by 130
votes? She was one of the female MPs who, the day, oétbetion, defeated male MPs.

this told a lot about the political breakthroughvadmen over men. In her maiden speech

! Mark Pugh, “Introducing Ida : A Biographical Acatiof Ida Copeland”, 2017
https://nt.global.ssl.fastly.net/trelissick/docurts#imtroducing-ida.pdfAccessed April20,2022)

2“Mrs Ida Copelandhttps://www.theyworkforyou.com/debates/?id=193202%:.1204.0 (Accessed April
20,2022)

3 “Norah Runge : The Exceptional WomatVK Vote 100 September27,2018
https://ukvote100.0rg/2018/09/27/norah-runge-mpeaceptional-womanfAccessed April 20,2022)
*“Norah Runge : The Exceptional Womat/K Vote 100 September27,2018
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on April 13, 1932, she stressed the importance pgihing cinemas on Sundays. This
seems useless, but she was caring for the pootegpedio were deprived from any source
of entertainment. She, bravely, commented on sgeis

Now let me turn to the conditions of the poor. THieng in streets of

small houses, with large families often crowdecdetbgr in one room. If

this Bill is rejected those people will be deprivaidsomething to which

they have become accustomed and nothing will berexdfto them in its

place. We shall not only deprive the children ddithentertainment, but

also the fathers, and in particular the mothersu Wy say that fathers

and mothers do not go to the cinemas. But theysesd their children
and thereby gain a little rest themselveés...

Each woman contributed differently to politics. Baone of them set foot in
parliament with a principle in mind; to make a cparand to leave her own fruitful touch.
Irene Ward, known as “Dame of the British Empfretas the longest serving female MP.
She would remain as an MP until 1974. In parliamshe was concerned with women
rights at home. She campaigned also for increasmages and improving working

conditions for women.

The female political representation, during theiquelextending from (1931-1935),
did not improve and no political progress was masiéar as the women’s increased entry
to the House of Commons. The most important palitidemocratic breakthrough for
women was their ability to vote similarly as menomén were allowed to choose their
representatives in the Lower House, but they weglly impeded to, increasingly, join
men as representatives themselves. Starting fr@@8, Momen MPs readied themselves to
make from their political integration a fruitful enThey worked on debating political
remedies for the hurdles women were encounteringrigland. Needless to say, they
thrived to speak up for those women who were dethiedight to stand as candidates and

represent all women.

1.4.2 Women Trailblazers Surmounting Gender Dispaty (1935-1939)

Women continued to represent the elite in the “Memdouse” due to the

governmental impediment to maximize their politipagésence in the House of Commons

' HC Deb 13 April 1932 Vol 264 c 883-5
2“rene Ward”,Encyclopedia.corhttps://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopediasaaiacs-
transcripts-and-maps/ward-irene-1895-1986cessed September28,2018)
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(1935-1939). The number of women candidates andemostected MPs differed from one
general election into another. However, their prditstatus was overshadowed by one sole
characteristic which was underrepresentation. l@ 1935 General Election, women
candidates represented 586 the entire number of all candidates. The ebectesulted in
the appointment of G9vomen MPs only. This small number represented 0dPthe
whole membership of the Commons. The real impedinfen women to rise into
candidacy was the governmental procedures to acaepireat number of women
candidates. Those who were accepted enjoyed ceptaileges were either popular or

shared a familial tie with male MPs.

In 1937-1938, four women MPs were admitted intoHoeise of Commons plus five
women already elected in 1931. They were FrancesdBan(1894-1985), Agnes Hardie
(1874-1951), Edith Summerkill (1901-1980) and Jenhidlamson (1882-1962). Only few
women were politically engaged. Edith Summerkiti, Her autobiography entitletrhe
Woman’s World” (1967), claimed that even parliament was alregogned for women
since 1918, the female increased integration resdain question. She wrote “Parliament,
with its conventions and protocol, seemed a llike a boys’ school which had decided to
take a few girls®. What strengthened women MPs in the 1930’s wais tdo®peration.
They were united with each other, helping each rptbensulting each other, and most
significantly campaigning together. They shared game interest in campaigning for the
equal pay.

Those women MPs acted on behalf of all women inl&y They proposed bills
that all of them were concerned with women rights.1936, the woman MP Ellen
Willkinson (1891-1947) proposed an amendment tdl stating the equal pay for women
similarly as men. The amendment stated ““whetheme in...the Civil Service should
be paid an equal rate of wages with men for whatliwitted to be equal work”Jennie
Adamson shared the same view of defending womergaachnteeing gender equal pay.

She pointed out “My mother was left a widow withx syoung children and the

! Rasmussen, 300.

2 Rasmussen, 300.

 Rasmussen 300.

* Edith Summerkill Autobigraphy in “Women MPs: 193245", UK vote 100 August31,2020
https://ukvote100.0rg/2020/08/31/women-mps-193151 @Accessed April 20,2022)

® Official Report,1 April 1936; Vol. 310, c. 2017.
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impressions left on me by my young life have néaan removed by the passage of time.

| feel it my duty to plead the cause of the widowfor.adequate pensiors”

Women MPs campaigners for equal pay believed th#t genders should be paid
equally to overcome the negative stereotype of wosnsubordination to men. They
believed that , women in parliament were dependanten, but in society they must be
financially independent from men. Women MPs andtla feminists considerectdual
pay to be a gender rather than a wage issue. Tireyed sex-differentiated pay both as a symbol
of female subordination and as a means by which emwomere kept dependent upon men.
Gendered pay conveyed a powerful message of feimfaleority and was part of a larger system

of gender relationship$”

Gender inequality in the House of Commons was tegnithg criterion. Male-
female relations were stable during this period,omen MPs triggered a kind of male
opposition due to their rising hostility during ei®en’s campaigns. During the inter-war
period (1918-1939), women'’s political participatidil not reach its pinnacle. Male Prime
Ministers remained reluctant in increasing the flenpmlitical integration. Moreover, male
MPs played a significant role in collaborating wittomen. With the outbreak of WWII,
women in England in general and all the women MRseweady to support the war

efforts.

1.4.3 Women of the Second World War (1939-1945)

The Second World War flared up in 1939. Not onlynmmre arms and ready
themselves to defend their country, but even womepresented themselves as vital
participants in the home front. Women whether nedrrwvidowed or single devoted their
time and their energies to protect England, sds/paople and replace the male soldiers in
their vacant jobs. This support was not only setidtut even political. Women MPs were
devoted to support the home front and to proposeereiective legislations that would

serve the English men and women.

L«agnes Hardie and Jennie AdamsoblK vote 100 December21,2020
https://ukvote100.0rg/2020/12/21/agnes-hardie-amiip-adamsor{Accessed April 20,2022)

2 Harold L.Smith, “British Feminism and the Equal ypassue in the 1930's"Women’'s History
Review/ol5,n°1 (2006): 98
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1.4.3.1 Women War Workers

Women joined War efforts in December 1941 and thednscription was
unavoidable. There was not another way, but to bkilimed for the war because men left
England to take part in the battlefields launcharmed attack on Germany. The female
involvement in war works escalated through a rapigguties. Women worked as nurses,
drivers of ambulances, fire engines, trains anch$tashipbuilders, fire officers, engineers,
in munitions, in factories and in the farms.

Government figures show that women’s employmerdreased during
the Second World War from about 5.1 million in 1928%) to just over
7.25 million in 1943 (36% of all women of workirgge). Forty six
percent of all women aged between 14 and 59,908d of all able-

bodied single women between the ages of 18 and ef@ engaged in
some form of work or National Service by Septentts¢t3

At the beginning of the war, only single women a@@d0 were needed to support
the home front, but from 1943, the married womemewergently needed to wofkThe
single women’s war work was officially demanded nfroparliament through the
parliamentary enactment of the National Service iAdDecember 1941. This act, in turn,

obliged single women aged 20 to 30 to join women aeaps.

To divide and organize the work, women joined aawyl organizations namely
Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), the Women’s Ailiary Air Force (WAAF) , the
Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS) and Women's $pamt Service (WTS),
Women’s Voluntary Service (WVS), Special Operatiih®cutive (SOE) and Women'’s

Land Army (WLA) plus their brave involvement in raeand chemical industriés.

Through the umbrella of those organizations, stesi®f women war workers during
the era (1943-1945) revealed that “there were 320@en serving in the SOE, 1.050.000

L “World War Il: 1939-1945" https://www.striking-women.org/module/women-and-werorld-war-ii-
1939-1945Accessed May17,2021)

2“The Women of the Second World Wa0V.UK, April 16,2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-women-of-seeond-world-
war#:~:text=With%20thousands%200f%20men%20away ¥2@in%20allotments%20and%20gardens
(Accessed April 20,2022)

% «Auxiliary Territorial Service”https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/units/131/#axry-territorial-service/
(Accessed November 22,2020)

*“WWII : Did the War Change Life for WomenBBC ,2022https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/did-ww2-change-
life-for-women/zbktwty(Accessed May2,2022)
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in the WVS, 212.500 in ATS, 80.000 in WLA, 180.300WAAF, 74.000 in WRNS plus
1.930.000 who served as Metal and Chemical Indasstriorkers™Women'’s represented
themselves as ATS employers through being cooksrksland store keepers and
telephonists. At the dawn of its establishment, A& included women without uniform
and without training holding simple and easy, laiel they were trained and performed
other new difficult tasks. It was estimated thaf08® women were members by September
1947,

The Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS) formed i849.9it called up women to
join the royal navy. The WRNS had their own slog&hey believed that they had to
replace men in the navy to take part in the arntegdes and in the battlefields. It was
ingrained in their slogan “Join the Wrens today &ee a man to join the Fleet Their
tasks in the WRNS were different. Their activitiesluded driving, cooking, clerical work,
radar operations and the management of the comationicequipment on the one hand.
On the other hand, they provided weather forecastssor officers and worked also in
mobile units’The WRNS female members, additionally, trained ifstspand worked in

the different branches of the royal navy.

Last but not least, the all-female organizatiolai®led First Aid Nursing Yeomanry
(FANY). This patriotic voluntary organization waswbted to the transport of the wounded
soldiers in the battlefield to military hospitalsenh to home as ambulance drivers. Its
female members were also nurses and worked in emstehospitals, and military
headquarters. Nursing and helping the injured scddio recover was considered an

important female direct way to defend Britain irtlsichaotic era.

It is of great importance to point out that womelying the war, did not only
support the war efforts through being involved iraage of patriotic tasks, they were also
ready to protect parliament from any attack. “Ramiént was a particular target for

bombing, and more than 40 women worked in a mumstitactory underneath Central

L “WWII : Did the War Change Life for Women”.

2«Auxiliary Territorial Service”https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/units/131/#axry-territorial-service/
(Accessed November 22,2020)

3 «Auxiliary Territorial Service”

““Fact File: The Women’s Royal Naval Service, Anchive of World War Two Memories”, October 15,
2014 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timelfifaetfiles/nonflash/a6650048.shtm{Accessed
November 22,2020 )
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Lobby at the very heart of parliamehtThey worked also as fire watchers in the Home
Guard. Since wars are periods of destruction, ttigsB Parliament could be bombed and
attacked at any moment. Women united themselveprdtect the place from where
England is governed. Their “new” job as fire watghplayed a focal role during the war.
The Parliamentary Fire Committee (PFC) was estaddisn 1941 and the National Home
Guard was founded in 1940.

By 1943, the female intervention in the war workf®had increased by 1.500.000 if
compared to 1939%and the number of women in the military increased470,700 in
1943%n the light of the female engagement to suppa@tvifarfare locally and replace men
in their difficult tasks , women proved themselass‘heroines” of their time. It can be said
that heroism is not solely linked with the male @&ty but the female valuable sacrifices
were also a symbol of heroism.

The idea of heroism was no longer limited to tmgslar courageous act;
it became a generalised quality of all those whdueed the deprivations
and dangers of both combat and the home front. @ocgage had
become de-militarised and hence, to a certain gxtéienmythologised, it
was found amongst people of all walks of life: mamd women who
laboured in factories and mines; hospital stafthaitt proper facilities;
the rescue services working round the clock, andhymathers who

steadfaslstly served the community without questigrtime dangers and
risks...

WWII was not only an era when men exhibited théiygical power and performed
masculine duties through combat. It was also a iapprtant phase when women proved
themselves as brave and powerful. This was mirroretie light of their engagement in
war activities previously performed solely by mémost importantly, in this anarchical
era, both genders showed their strong and fasomatapabilities. Author of ‘Women
Heroes of World War II', Kathryn J. Atwood makegiear:

! Mari Takayanagi, “The Home Front in the ‘WestmérsVillage: Women Staff in Parliament during the
Second World War'Women's History RevieMol26,n°04 ( March 2016): 610

2 Takayanagi, “The Home Front in the ‘Westminsteltagie”, 610

% Mark Donnelly,Britain in the Second World Wé#New York: Routledge Ltd,1999),39.

“ Beate Fieseler , M. Michaela Hampf and Jutta Sehkopf “ Gendering Combat: Military Women's
Status in Britain, the United States, and the Sdvi@on during the Second World Wawomen's Studies
International Forum 472014): 116.

® David Morgan and Mary Evans, TBattle for Britain: Citizenship and Ideology in tisecond WorldVar
(New York: Routledge, Chapman and Hall, Inc., 195@
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...Most of these women - the famous and the obschel-one thing in
common: they did not think of themselves as herdbsy followed their
consciences, saw something that needed to be dodehey did it. And
all of them helped win a war, even though many lent paid the
ultimate price for their contributiort.”

The Second World War is described as “a genderitigiy” > because it demarcated the
unavoidable responsibilities of both genders thihowdpich women indirectly echoing the
reality that they were not only “Angels in the Hetisbut, above all, “angels” in the male

sphere

1.4.3.2 Women MPs during WWII

Women parliamentarians, unlike other women who ekdshon millions of male
vacant jobs, were also ultimately devoted to séineewar, but differently. By 1940, there
were 12 women MPs in Parliament namely Nancy Adilen Wilkinson, Jennie Lee ,
Megan Lyold George (1902-1966) Eleanor Rathbone ,Florence Horsburgh ,Mavie Tat
,Irene Ward,Frances, Viscountess Davidson ,Mrs Adfardie ,Mrs Jennie Adamson ,
and Edith Summerskifl.

WWII represented a turning point in women’s poéticagenda. Their political
performance increased since men were busy witlvéressues. One of those women who
made political strides during those wary circumséanwas Florence Horsburgh who was
appointed by Winston Churchill as a Parliamentaggr8tary for the Ministry of Health
(1939).

1 “The Women of the Second World Wa@GQV.UK, April 16,2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-women-of-$sieeond-world-wafAccessed November22,2020 )

2 Janet Lee, “The First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FAN&Hd Negotiation of Gender and Class Relations ,
1907-1918"NWSA JournalVol19, n°2(2007):138

$“Angel in the House “ is a title of a poem writtby the English poet and literary critic Coventrgtiore
(1823-1896). It was written in 1854 describing hizgel- wife as a role model for all women. Theetitl
became a used expression to glorify the role ofidle@l Victorian woman in the private sphere (HQuse
Sarah Kuhl, “The Angel in the House and Fallen Womassigning Women Their Places in Victorian
Society”, 172
https://open.conted.ox.ac.uk/sites/open.contedcax#iles/resources/Create%20Document/The%20Angel
%20in%20the%20House%20and%20Fallen%20Women_SardtdaRpdf (Accessed May12,2022)

* Megan Lloyd George was the third daughter andiftrechild of the Prime Minister David Lloyd Gege
(1916-1922). Graham Jones, “Megan Lloyd Georg621m66”,Liberal History
https://liberalhistory.org.uk/history/lloyd-georgeegan/{Accessed May15,2022)

> “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History of Wien's Participation in Parliament and Their
Representation in the Historical Collections”.
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Women MPs were unitédduring the war, they formed groups concerned with
discussing several issues concerned with womes.like an example, the conservative
ladies Thelma Cazalet-Keir (1899-1989), Irene Weancy Astor and Mavis Tate joined
by the Labour ladies Megan Lloyd George, ElenaahBane, Edith Summerkill, Agnes
Hardie, Jennie Adamson and Beatrice Wright (191@32(ormed their own group to
debate improving the lives of women during the siace women were contributing , to a
large extent, to the warfafeThey discussed several important issues. Among the
women’s wages’ increase, working conditions andnimng facilities. This group was
known as Women’s Power Committee. It was estalishel940. The Committee was

chaired by Irene Ward who was aided by Ethel Waobex Secretary.

The Women'’s Power Committee (WPC) worked in coltabion with other women
organizations that were considered as a liaisowdsat society and parliament. Women of
those organizations listed all the problems enaredt by women and brought them to
women MPS. the latter were devoted to debate those problemdssaggesting solutions.
Thus, the bulk of women MPs’ work during the wansidered the status of women and
England trying to generate a betterment of theiplegment. The objectives of women
MPs through their newly formed committee are sunimearas the following:

(1)To further the fullest utilization of womanpowiarthe war effort and
secure equitable treatment of women workers. (2¢dllect and consider
facts concerning any matter influencing the usavofnanpower. (3) To
make formal representations to appropriate auieeriwhere action was
necessary on women’s problems. (4) To preparenséaits for the press
with regard to the use of womanpower. (5) To coafgemwith other
societies on special aspects of recruitment, ennpéoy, and working
conditions of women. (6) To press for inclusion whined and
experienced women in all the stages of the warrgffoom policy-
framing downward'.

For propaganda purposed, the committee resortpdrtphlets, journals, newspapers

and radios to make the “Woman Question” during W& a public issue starting from

! G.E.Maguire Conservative Women : A History of Women and thes@uwative Party, 1874-199F.ondon:
Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998),109

2 G.E.Maguire Conservative Wome09

3 “\Womanpower Committees during World War II: UnitSthtes and British Experience”, Women'’s Bureau
Bulletin 244, Department of Labor United Statef\oferica, 1953, 50
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/files/docs/publicatbwomen/b0244 dolwb_1953.p@ccessed April 20,2022)

* “Womanpower Committees during World War II: UnitStates and British Experience”, 50
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1943. Moreover, they suggested for film directarednsider the idea of admitting women
in more skilled works during the war and most imaotly, they drafted their own reports
that ingrained a detailed explanation of hurdlesi ambearable problems thwarting
women’s progress in their wofkThey entitled their first report “Mainly to Mefias an
indirect message for the male cabinet ministerstaadMPs in the Ministry of Labour to
work on improving women’s employment and rewarditigem for their doughty

intervention in dangerous works left by men.

The pivotal issue that required to be urgently aered was the equal compensation
of the injured men and women. The woman MP Mrs.dadwate (1893-1947) assumed this
responsibility of campaigning for equal compensatidhe event that triggered the
campaign for equal compensation took place on 8ay®eptember20,1941 when a girl
named Muriel Smart aged 19 years old was terrifjiyred in a factory where she worked
as “A War Worker”. Paula Bartley provided a detditiescription of the way Muriel Smart
was injured. She wrote “She had lost both eyesyaadj her legs, fractured her jaw when
the factory in which she worked was bombaduriel Smart was very angry tasting the
bitter seeds of inequality against women. If a raffered the same injury, he would be
compensated more than Muriel. Her only sin “she svagoman”. Muriel decided to fight
for equal compensation even if her personal dematothe campaign would cost her life.

She was, then, supported by a woman MP Mavis Tate.

Mavis Tate discussed the idea with the MinisterPehsionsWalter Womersley
(1939-1945) through proposing an amendment to tlae Muries Act on Novemebr25,
1942. Mavis Tate stated “It was not a party issuis; not an issue between the sexes. It is
an issue that is confined to justice'Walter Womersley explained that it would be
impossible to equalize the compensation for wairriag of both sexes. Mavis Tate did not

forget to officially consider the married women \ers’ rights.

L “\Womanpower Committees during World War II: UnitSthtes and British Experience”, 52

2 “\Womanpower Committees during World War II: UnitSthtes and British Experience”, 52

% Paula BartleyWomen’s Activism in Twentieth Century Britain: MakiA Difference Across the Political
Spectrum(Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan,2022), 126

* Daily Mirror, November22,1968, 23 in Bartléyfomen’s Activism in Twentieth Century Brital27.

N

53

~—



Historical Background to Women'’s Political Chapter
Integration in Parliament (1918-1945) One

Mavis Tate suggested a financial compensationefthrried women; money would
be given to them not to their husbantdnfortunately, equalizing the financial
compensation between the two sexes was defeatatl@ment by male MPs. 95 agreed
on the idea whereas the majority of 229 male MPAsosed it in November 1941The
male MPs did not welcome those suggestions putaavby the female members of
Woman Power Committee based on one reason. The itm@mwas not an official and
governmental body. Women MPs did not give up uhtl governmental approval of equal

compensation on April 7, 1943.

From Equal compensation, women MPs shifted theéentibn to equal pay for
women. They formed Equal Pay Campaign Committe€€EHRn 1943 by Mavis Tate and
Ellen Summerskill. In 1944, the Conservative woria Thelma Cazalet-Keir seized the
opportunity of the parliamentary passage of thdeBiducation Actand she proposed an
amendment to it stating equal pay for women teachéfinston Churchill and the Labour
male MP Ernest Bevin (1922-1951) , harshly, oppaoteési amendment. They did not
reject the amendment for granted, they wanted todatrade unions’ and male teachers’
strike that would start if women teachers wouldphé similarly as mefiThe male defeat
of the amendment jeopardized gender relations enHbuse of Commons. Women MPs
grew hostil€’ In this regard, women MPs sole interest, durirgwlar, was their readiness
to defend other women who were scarifying theiedivor the safety of England.

Unlike the female participation in WWI, their suppto war efforts did not bring
sweeping changes during the war. The female wakaeverendangered their lives through
being involved in tough male jobs, but their rightsd the series of rewards expected tot
meet in the war witnessed a tremendous marginaizatNVomen MPs, additionally,
thrived to better represent women and fight foirthghts, but in vain. Whenever a given

! Womanpower Committees during World War II: Uni®&tes and British Experience, 55

2 Womanpower Committees during World War I1: Uni®#tes and British Experience, 56

® The Education Act of 1944 was steered throughidaent by the Education Minister, R.A. Butler. Thet
provided free secondary education for all pupilS'hé Education Act of 1944”,UK Parliament
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/schogérview/educationact1944Accessed April 20,2022)

* Maguire,Conservative Women 10.

® Maguire,Conservative Women 10.

® Helen JonesWomen in British Public Life, 1914-1950: Genderweo and Social Polidfraylor and
Francis, 2000),199.

" Maguire,Conservative Womei 10.
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legislation was proposed for the sake of improving work conditions of women war
works, those suggested legislations were eitheosggh by male MPs or finally rejected.
WWII was a golden opportunity for women MPs, despite fruitless results, proved to be
able to politically intervene, to set up a legiglatand to better represent women in the

“Men’s House”".
1.5 Conclusion

To wrap it up, the female political admission wast granted overnight. It was
preceded by the female campaign for the franclmgbe nineteenth century. After women
attained the partial enfranchisement in 1918, aotpolitical breakthrough was
experienced. It was the first governmental ovemjgissage of an Act that allowed all
women ageing 21 to stand as candidates. It is adadl that women never demanded the
admission into the parliamentary world, what waslyeurgently needed was the franchise

on the same terms as men.

The female political integration in the Men’s pwl#l world started in 1918 when the
process of decision-making became a “mixed-sexiaom&sFor women in England, the
political admission was not that important than timeiversal suffrage. Choosing a
representative was more democratic than being r@septative. The continued desire for
voting on the same terms as men persisted unihg accomplished in 1928. The female
entry to parliament demarcated two aspects of fiesele relationships. Those political
ties were an amalgam of male support and male d@ppusAll in all, WWII was an
opportunity that revealed the strengths and thekmess of women MPs. More clearly,
women MPs, until 1945, contributed fruitfully andiitlessly according to the nature of
their political task. So, how did the female suppof war efforts impacted on their

political journeys in post-war era?

N
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2.1 Introduction

The partial and the equal enfranchisement of womdfngland were milestones in
the history of women parliamentary political pagation. They campaigned for change
and still campaigning for political equality. Beigganted a golden opportunity to vote and
stand as candidates, and above all to become MBught women voices into

governmental agenda.

After WWII, women employment opportunities incredsbut the increased political
integration was still a challenge. Although womearev highly welcomed in the public
sphere of paid employment, their political immensiwas two-fold. On the one hand,
women political participation reached the zenithewha number of women scored high
appointive leadership roles and cabinet ministé&mdditionally, women’s presence in
parliament was maximized through being given anodpipity to stand in the House of
Lords firstly in 1958. On the other hand, the mi&oof female MPs were appointed to
hold low political positions. Whatever their padiail breakthrough, they remained a
minority in parliament overshadowed by male conéirodl domination.

Reaching the parliamentary arena, already reseswledly for men, was not an easy
mission for women. They found themselves bearingthar type of heavy burden.
Although co-existing with men in parliament, gendesparity, gender discrimination and
the female underrepresentation became key chasierof “gendered politics” in
England. They faced a myriad of challenges thatgeaed their political performance in
the House of Commons and the House of Lbiidsis, the male-female political equality

remained one of the unfulfilled aims that womeivett to achieve.

The bulk of this chapter is to dig deep in the flEmpolitical involvement in
parliamentary politics after WWII (1945-1979) ardexpound the political parties’ quest
for either the admission or the marginalizationnafmen MPs in the House of Commons

and the House of Lords. Last but not least, itnapts to examine the barriers that

! The House of Lords or simply the Lords is the Upbleuse in the British parliament. The choice if its
members relied on appointment. It was a non-reptatee and a non-elected body. It is independenhf
and complemented the work of, the elected Hous€afmons. Its members were called “peers”. Gerard
Blamont and Anne Paquetlegs Clés de la civilisation BritannigParis: Ellipsis Edition Marketing, 2000),
68
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threatened the female political status and stramgth their underrepresentation in

parliament.

2.2 Gender, Women and Politics (1945-1979)

After the end of WWII, the female participationtime war had a positive impact on
their employment opportunities. Women were gramtedyriad of opportunities to join the
labour force. Politics became a field where botmraed women managed and, above all,
it became a domain of gender competition. Yet, ewehcomed in a “male sphere”,
women encountered different male attitudes andticra@after WWII. The male limited
support to women plus gender segregation were éfiailg features of women political
journey with their male colleagues after the wanlitleal equity, in this vein, remained a
dream to be realized.

The political marginalization did not characterthe political status of women out of
vacuum, but there were plenty of reasons that avgggrified the role of men in politics
and deteriorated women capacities. Although theyewearginalized and their number
was repeatedly low if compared to their male coyatds, the female elite and the women
eminent pioneers represented all women in the “Blétbuse”. Some Prime Ministers
such as Harold Wilson, Harold Macmillan and Anthpi&len granted women positions
always previously reserved for men. The post WWdl entil the emergence of Margaret
Thatcher (1979-1990) as Prime Minister, women athrto enjoy the seeds of
emancipation in different fields. When it comes golitics, they did not accomplish
significant strides, but at least they accompanmiegh as MPs in  “gender politics”
Gender played a focal role in demarcating the nesipdities, gender rol€sand the
political mission men and women had to fulfill. parliament (1945-1979), the number of
male MPs always exceeded the number of women. feetige fruitful achievements of

women in parliament, the problem of underrepresemtavas inevitable.

! Mona Lena Krook and Fiona Mackayender , Politics and Institutions: Towards a Feistin
Institutionalism(UK: Palgrave Macmillan,2011), 07

2 The term “gender role” was firstly coined by tieading New Zealand-American sexologist, psychotogis
and author John Money (1921-2006). Rachel Giese @mds Wodskou, “The Story of John Money:
Controversial sexologist grappled with the conadmender”,CBC, July5,2015
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/the-story-of-johmeycontroversial-sexologist-grappled-with-the-
concept-of-gender-1.31376(Accessed April 30,2022)
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2.2.1 Gender versus Sex

The terms “sex” and “gender” are used interchanigeddut there is a difference
between them. First and foremost, sex refers tdiblegical and physical composition of
the body when firstly born whether male, femaldnterseX. The assigned sex from the
time of birth is known as “natal séx'The Canadian Institute for Health Research pewid
a detailed overview about sex. . The latter israfias “a set of biological attributes in
humans and animals. It is primarily associated witlysical and physiological features
including chromosomes, gene expression, hormoneeldevand function, and
reproductive/sexual anatomy”.

Gender, in turn, refers to the state of how mald &male persons identify
themselves in society whether feminine, masculimeandrogynou$. Thus, gender
encapsulates external factors that reflect theinrseuding behaviours, thoughts, roles and
manners. It is a cultural and social constructiod presentation. “Gender is not something
we are, rather it is something we d®ut simply, gender is not a biological attribtités a
social outcome that keeps characterizing men andemo It is not always a man behaves
in a male way and it is not always a woman behavesfemale way. Society demarcates
gender. The latter drew the roles that men and wqpteey. Gender is defined:

Gender is a socially constructed roles, behavioesgpressions and
identities. It influences how people perceive thelmss and each other,
how they act and interact. Gender identity is nmfined to a binary
(girl/lwoman, boy/man) nor is it static; it existm@g a continuum and
can change over tinfe.

Sex remained the only factor that represents gemdlenan has his own way of

performance, thoughts, deeds ... and the same fanaaw, let alone the reversed roles of

Intersex is a general term used for a varietyitfagons in which a person is born with reproduetor
sexual anatomy that doesn't fit the boxes of “feghalr “male.” Sometimes doctors do surgeries oarggx
babies and children to make their bodies fit birndeas of “male” or “female”. “What Is Intersex®P|anned
Parenthood  https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/genderiiigsex-gender-identity/whats-intersex
(Accessed April 30,2022)

2“Sex and Gender : What Is the differenceN&dical News Today
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/232368#tdy-and-expressiofAccessed September 26,2021)
®“What Is Gender, What is Sex”, Canadian InstitdtesHealth Researchttps:/cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/48642.html
(Accessed September26,2021 )

“ Being Androgynous is having the characteristicature of both male and female at the same time.
“Androgynous”https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/androgya(Accessed April 30,2022)
®West and Zimmerman, iGender, Nature and Nurtu2nd ed Richard.A.Lippa (New York : Psychology
Press, 2005), 115

® “What Is Gender, What is Sex”, Canadian InstitdtesHealth Researchttps:/cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/48642.html
(Accessed September26,2021)
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the two sexes. Politics in general and parliamemparticular mirrored the interaction of

men and women through their masculine and femiguadities.
2.2.2 Social Role Theory and Gender Stereotypes

Men and women occupy totally different roles inispcand even in the same place;
the responsibilities they ought to assume are rdiffe For example, in the family, the
mother is responsible for child care and the fatieea bread-winner. In politics, men and
women co-exist, but the gist of their political sien is also different. Alice Eadlyut

"2 The latter is coincided with

forward a theory in 1987 she called “Social Rolesdity
sex-based divisions of labour and the establisleedey roles in society. The kernel of this
theory is that the physical difference between med women means a difference in the
way they behave, act, think, and perform a giveR.tRolitics, starting from 1918, became

a gendered field where men and women exhibite@rifft political performance.

Eagly’s Social Role Theory portrays the fact themdgr is a driving force in shaping
social behaviour. The way, women and men act, kirayea series of gender stereotypes.
The way of acting refers to the social behavioummwn and women. The remarkable
change in gender stereotypes originated in womégtg to reach the male world of

outside work.

The contemporary interest in the psychology of geneflects its

centrality in the understanding of social behavidender continues to
be a driving force in world politics and economias, evident in the
struggles of women to attain parity in political dareconomic

institutions, the transformative impact of the #tmwe-movement, and
the falling birthrates in many nations as womenfoptareers instead
of large families. In addition, binary gender itsisl facing challenge
as the two primary sex categories of female andemeaéld to

accommodate multiple gender and sexual identitreduding non-

binary identities and transgender status.

! Alice H. Eagly (born December 25, 1938 in Los Alege is aprofessomnf psychologyand
of managemenand organizations &torthwestern University‘Alice Eagly”, Psychology’s Feminist Voices
https://feministvoices.com/profiles/alice-eaghccessed April 30,2022)

2 A.Lippa, Gender, Nature and Nurtur® ed, 113.

3 Alice H.Eagly and Sabine SczesnyGénder Roles in the Future? Theoretical Foundsigon Future
Research Directions” Bersonality and Social Psycholaodyeptember4,2019
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fps¥919.01965/ful(Accessed September26,2020)
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It is important to mention that there are six typafs occupations: realistic,
investigative, artistic, social, enterprising andneentional® Being a minister or a
politician is classified as a social occupationeTature of social occupations ingrained
developing, counseling, managing, teaching anctiirg other peoplé Women, to a large
extent, prefer social works such as being a miniatel managér. Despite the female
ability to manage and to politically involve in dg&on-making, gender roles differed in

parliament and men always got the lion’s shareotifipal management.

Thus, gender roles differed from the past to thesg@nt and the stereotypes altered
through time in the light of the social, politiGahd economic emancipation women started
to enjoy over time. In the eighteenth century,deample, women’s only sphere where to
perform her daily tasks was the home. The nineteesitury, things started to change and
women started to be involved in the public world pafid employment. The twentieth
century, the female increased presence in the spdlere of work and politics escalated.
The full enfranchisement of women and allowing thenstand as candidates marked a
watershed in gender roles in politics plus the agyof opportunities granted to women in
the workforce.

Gender roles did not remain fixed. Women were mmés home makers and men
were not the sole members devoted to bread-winnfigough time, women became

involved in every task available to share a sintijawith men as bread winners.
2.2.3. Positive and Negative Attitudes Towards Women Politics

As previously mentioned, gender roles differ inistcin different fields. Men and
women can meet together in different public insiios in which they could exhibit
different similarities and differences. One of thdields is politics. The latter is managed
by men and women. In earlier centuries, politics wanale domain in which women had
not the right to intervenélhe political recruitment of women in parliamentislebatable

topic. There were views that advocated the fematiey ¢o politics. On the other side, there

! John HollandMaking Vocational Choice@™ ed (Odessa : Psychological Assessment Resou@@2) 1
2 Holland,Making Vocational Choices.
% Holland.
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were views that denied women the right to politicatanage a country and have a hand in
the process of decision making. Some anti-femirgisned that voting and the political
management of a country would undermine the rdalgbwoman. Politics would “make

women unfeminine and undomestic”

Thus, the female political participation is a daibbdge sword. It may positively
serve their political mission and it could makenirdhem an opportunity for negative
criticism and gender roles imbalance. Women, gbiegond their own sphere (home) and
setting foot in parliament which was traditionallgserved solely for men can create
negative reactions whether inside parliament osidat Even if women would achieve an
incremental progress in parliament, gender segmegat parliament would persist. If the
latter occurred, the political equity between the tgenders would remain always an

unreachable quest.
2.2.3.1. The Positive Attitudes

The female political participation in England datiback to 1918 was seen by
feminists who favoured the female presence in @aint as a good and fruitful step that
contributed in creating effective decisions sinte two genders would interact, cooperate
and set laws. Those positive attitudes that sthemgid the female role in politics
culminated in outstanding political gains in parient especially in the House of
Commons. Sarah Delys, in her bookMtomen and Political Representati¢d014),
stressed that excluding women from politics was avalld be a loss itself since
parliamentary decisions would miss the femininectou"Women represent half the
potential talents and skills of humanity and theiderrepresentation in decision-making is

a loss for society as a whole.”

First and foremost, the political participationvadmen is not a trivial issue, but one

of their pivotal rights that they had to enjoy bwok or by crook. Their political

! William E.Burns, A Brief History of Great Britain(New York: Library of Congress Cataloging-in-
Publication Data, 2010), 175.

“The First European Summit on Women in Decision Mgk in Women and Political Representation:
Handbook on Increasing Women'’s Political Participatin Georgia, ed Sarah Delis (Georgia: Fountain
Printing House, 2014)05.
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engagement represented their democratic princi@exe women comprise half of the
world’s population§ they needed to have their voice heard and tliirte exploited to
serve their country. It is argued that the maledkmintervention in the public affairs

(politics as a case study) is one of the best wagsiminate gender discrimination.

The equal participation of women and men in puldléicis one of the
cornerstones of the Convention on the EliminatiérAlb Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) adopted by tbaited
Nations (UN) General Assembly in 1979.......... The skpathanging
face of parliamentary representation was not anvitalae
consequence of the broadening of the political epao
democratization processés”

Add to this, Tiffany D. Barnes and Emily Beaulie(8018) described women as
“honest” when it comes to their job as politiciattea humber of studies conducted about
the illegal use of a political position for privag@in through corruption, the results had
shown that women were less likely than male pdditis to be involved in illegal practices

and they are described as “less corrupt and asdikesy to condone bribe taking”

Furthermore, it was pointed out that women had rtgkt to be involved in the
process of policy-making in England since the tattas one of the countries that favoured
“representative democracy”It would be unjust practice denying women thedlitical
rights. Since they could vote choosing their repnéatives, their political rights would be
ceded to them through maximizing their own politicgpresentation. Their voice should

be heard and their role to represent should beredt

Put simply, since they were granted a range of leyngent opportunities in
different fields after WWII especially from 1945 1®50’s, why would politics remain a
solely-male field? Women had to enjoy their poéti activism and, above all, had to
represent women in parliament. Women, in the lgfhtepresentative democracy, did not
enter parliament to interrupt but to represent.yTtiel not become MPs just for granted

! Julie Ballington and Azza KaranWomen in Parliament: Beyond Numbédtaternational Institute for
Democracy and Electoral Assistance, 2005), 24

2 Ballington and Karam, 25-26

® Tiffany D. Barnes and Emily Beaulieul, “Women Foians, Institutions, and Perceptions of Corrupfio
Comparative Political Studiegol.52 ,n° 1 (2018) , 139

* Joan Jones, Gender and Political Participatio®”, 1
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and overnight, but they were elected by citizehsytwere voluntarily chosen to become
MPs. Their political empowerment should be madeaity because whenever they were
empowered, it would be fruitful for the whole sdgi€'When women are empowered, all

of society benefits”

Concurrently, it was argued that since women a#irahe world were socially and
economically emancipated, their political integvatishould be encouraged and the
opportunities of their political inclusion shouldtbe seen from a negative angle. Their
educational progress can positively impact theititipal activism. Their developed
capabilities in education and in a range of empleytropportunities can be invested in
their political mission. Women'’s ability to take rpan the global workforce would
strengthen and diversify their abilities as poiércs.

Many authors like Michael Saward, Sarah Childs, Mdrook and Zeena Didi,
claimed that the female representation in politecSnecessary”. Michael Saward in his
article “The Representative Claim” published in @0takes it clear that if women were
fully excluded from parliament, all women in sogiewill suffer the burden of non-
representation and their interests would be lostméh in parliament came to represent
women. They did not include themselves in the palitcontest for granted. Instead of
policy-making, he called the female mission in podi as “claims- making”. Women

would serve as a liaison between the female pdpaland governmerit.

The professor of Politics and Gender in London’sversity Sarah Childs and the
professor of Political Science in Rutgers UnivgrsitMona Krook called politicians
whether men or women “critical actors” believingtt not a matter of being a woman or
man, but the focal point lies in whether be ablem@ake a change and positive impact or
not. Introducing reforms and putting forward legt&n is not the creation of men orily.
Another historian Brookes claimed that when asegsgie work of men and women in

parliament, there was no difference despite theaferimexperience in politics. She wrote

! Ruth Indiah RahayuThe Success and the Barriers to Women’s Repregemiat Southeast Asia Between
State Policies, Political Parties and Women’s MogatfJakarta: Kemitraan Partnership, 2014), llI

2 Michael Saward, “The Representative Clai@gntemporary Political Theoryol. 5, n°3, (2006), 305-306.

® Sarah Childs & Mona Lena Krook, “Analyzing WomeSsabstantive Representation : From Critical Mass
to Critical Actors,”Government and Oppositiokol. 44, n°2, (2009), 145
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“women’s work did not differ radically from that omen.....women have had a

contribution to make on nearly every major issutgeParliament”

The above mentioned positive views that are constlas a backbone to encourage
women political participation were not put forwardm scratch. Any positive belief in
opening new horizons for women to be increasinggsent in parliament stemmed from a
series of arguments. To support or fail to suppoy idea or issue, the arguments are
always needed. Sarah Delys listed the argumentstipported and stated the importance
of opening the gate of politics to women. She expld in her bookWomen and Political

Representatiothat there are six arguments for the female paliimmersiof

First of all, the justice argument that stated simeomen formed a part of the
population, they must have a word in the local aggament of their country. Secondly, the
experience argument which refers to the fact thanen had several experiences in life
and the first experience of responsibilities alseadarted at home plus the societal
experiences they gained in other jobs. Add to this,interest argument is of a paramount
importance. It has to do with the view that men amanen have different interests. The
female interests cannot be represented by mehidrvéin, women are in an urgent need t
represent themselves and represent the interestdl @fomen in society. Besides, the
symbolic argument played a pivotal role. Any wonpenhitician is a role model for other
women. Furthermore, the critical Mass argument tigioes in tandem with the idea that
women are able to achieve abundant purposes thmepgbsenting other women. Finally,
the democracy argument is another argument jusgifghe female appropriateness for
politics.

The crux of this argument is that in a democrabigntry, people must be equal and a
“democratized” government must be enhanced thraighg women achance to share
governing a country they live th.Zeena Didi shared the same belief in the intatian

between better representation and democracy. StexlsfThe full and active participation

! BrookesWomen at Westminste239.
? Delis ,Women and Political Representati@?,
® Delis, 07
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of women in legislatures, equal to men, is not augfoal in itself, but central to building

and sustaining democraciés”

Based on those arguments, women deserved to heggbarticipants. They proved
themselves capable of assuming male responsibilitiging wars and even in the non-
political employment institutions. Their admissiom parliament and their experiences
there would be a catalyst for change. Their couatidm to the world of parliamentary
legislations would be of paramount importance. @a bpposite sides, those positives
attitudes were not shared by all people. There ved¢se negative attitudes that really

impeded women political increased representation.
2.2.3.2.The Negative Attitudes

Much ink had been spent on the bad effects angaligcal fiasco women would
provoke through their direct intervention in pamti@nt. The latter was firstly established
by men, organized by men and its internal prinsiplere drafted by men. Women, joining
men in setting up decisions, would ruin what merealy put forward. The female
continued underrepresentation was based on negeatewes. There were billions of
arguments that stated denying political emancipdio women. It was historically argued

that women and politics were “antithesié”.

If compared to male politicians, women did not hameugh knowledge about how
politics functions and what added insult to theuigjthey were not experienced since
parliamentary politics used to be a male domaieairlier centuries Older women, in fact,
lacked the educational backgrounds. The lack otipational experience and knowledge
were not the lone factors that stated depriving @orfinom political participation. The lack
of awareness also mattered. They were not awatbeomost effective remedies when

encountering a problem in parliament.

! Zeena Didi, “Why We Need More Women in Politic&ing’s College , May2020
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/news/why-we-need-more-womespolitics (Accessed on November2,2021)

2 Michela Insenga MA , “An Analysis of the Represiun of Female Members of United Kingdom
Parliament in the British Pres€uropean Scientific Journalol02 (September2014): 183

% Insenga , “An Analysis of the Representatiofrefale Members of United Kingdom Parliament”, 183
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The political experience gained through time was gfreat importance. It played a
leading role in quickly finding effective solutions times of any kind of crisis or
temporary problem. Annabelle Sreberny and LieMagt Zoonen in their booksender,
Politics and CommunicatioB000) pointed out that it would be a great mistaife
involving women in politics alongside men. Theyerefo politics as “dirty businessthat
women must remain far from. Since politics was nrefe to as “dirty”, it was pointed out
by William .E.Burns in his boolA Brief History of Great Britain(2010) that allowing
women to vote in general and take part in the igalitontest alongside men would make

from women “unfeminine” and from men “effeminate”

Those who denied political participation for womieelieved that women did not
have enough time for home and work in parliamemhéelwould not be enough to assume
the responsibility at home and outside. Women’sl dake as a mother and politician
would undermine her capabilities in politics. Thgender equality in politics would never
be a reality since women lack abundant conditidmst tmen enjoy. It is of great
significance to point out that the marital statismomen was never a hurdle impeding
them from participation in the political world, bititwas a factor leading to less women
involved in politics than meh.Politics was described as an “odd pl4det women where
they were given an opportunity to have a hand imagang England; a task that they had
never attempted to be involved in. Being immerseparliament surrounded by men made
from women “un-feminine” and they were described “asnorary men®. Political

integration, in this case, deprived women fromrtfamininity and their virtues.

Most importantly, one of the pivotal arguments tioe necessity to exclude women

from politics was the nature of their personalitydathe set of characteristics that

! Annabelle Sreberny and Liesbet Van Zoonefender, Politics and CommunicatiofNew Jersey:
Hampton Press,2000), 01

> E.Burns, 175

% Joan Jones, “Gender and Political Participati®®search Report, UK, The Electoral Commission, ilApr
2004, 39
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/deffidilés/electoral_commission_pdf_file/Final_repd704

04 12488-9470 E_N__S W __.ptAccessed May16,2022)

* Sreberny andvan ZoonenGender, Politics and Communicatiof].

® Catherine M. Watuka, “Resistance to Women'’s RulitLeadership: Problems and Advocated Solutions”
,03nttps://www.iknowpolitics.org/sites/default/fileghistance to _womens_political leadership_problems_a
nd_advocated_solutions by catherine_watuka/pdéessed November2,2021)
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overshadowed them as individuals. Compassion, dmpaind passivity are female
attributes that did not favour women to be politiparticipants. Being too emotional
would bring politics upside down and undermine flagliamentary authority. If light is
shed on the male characteristics, they were moadifiga to be political participants.
Those characteristics and behavioral traits endatesliambition, selfishness, toughness,
aggressivity, assertiveness and competitivenesgsellmale features were perceived as

more adequate to be an “ideal” politician.

The predictors, required to be immersed in pubticivic life, are labeled by Joan
Jones in his article “Gender and Political Parttipn” (2004), “resource$” The most
important ones refer to structural resources. btedi the structural resources needed to be
successfully and effectively involved in publiceliin general and politics in particular.
Most importantly, not all women meet those chandsties. This fact paved the way for

gender inequality and created a negative gap itiqs]

The structural resources emphasize how the soeekgoound of a

citizen accounts for their civic participation. Beeaccounts emphasize

that educational qualifications, social-economatist and income lead to

inequalities in other civic assets — such as skiltewledge, experience,

time and money”

Those positive and negative attitudes towards véretitluding or excluding women

from politics were workable to the extent that thember of women increased in
parliament on the one hand. On the other hand, womepolitics were ceaselessly

enduring “underrepresentation” if compared to tinele counterparts

2.2.4. The Impact of Negative Stereotypes on WomenPolitical Performance

Positively speaking, allowing women to become MRd participants in the process
of decision-making was not a random step. Percgithe focal role, women could play in

!Insenga , “An Analysis of the Representation ofmBk Members of United Kingdom Parliament in the
British Press”, 183.

Z Insenga ,36.

% A negative gap when we have less active women ttiem in work. The positive gap when we have more
men than women in any activity they are engagedes, “Gender and Political Participation”, 17

* Insenga, 36
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politics, paved the way for granting opportunitiakhough limited, to women for the sake

of sharing the task of locally managing England

Although welcomed to become MPs, women enduredyleinhurdles that impeded
their full political integration. One of the maimtdles was underrepresentation. The latter
was the outcome of abundant negative stereotypéisgthat women cannot be political
managers. The bad image stamped in minds aboutdfative role women played in
politics went in tandem with the repeated exclussbrwomen from fully integrated into
politics. The old stereotype stated that politesimale domain. In the light of deviating
from one sphere to another; from home to politicese negative stereotypes undermined
not only the female full representation in polifidsut even their political action and
performance. Steele Claude M introduced the tetaréstype Threat’as:

The social-psychological threat that arises whea isnin a situation
or doing something for which a negative stereotgpeut one's group
applies. This predicament threatens one with bemgpatively
stereotyped, with being judged or treated sterecayly, or with the
prospect of conforming to the stereotype. Calledesttype threat, it is a
situational threat--a threat in the air--that, engral form, can affect the
members of any group about whom a negative stgreagyists. Where
bad stereotypes about these groups apply, membéhngse groups can
fear being reduced to that stereotype. And foreghmlso identify with the
domain to which the stereotype is relevant, thedmament can be self-
threatening. Negative stereotypes about women.....

According to Steele, the negative stereotypes tdsvavomen in politics are
considered as a setback that impeded the femdlpdiitical immersion on the one hand.
On the other hand, they made gender equity inipelén unaccomplished goal. He linked
the “threat” with the mere reluctance to “recoghigemeone or a group of people in a
given place or in a given situation. He wrote “St#ype threat, in contrast, refers to the
strictly situational threat of negative stereotypée threat that does not depend on cuing
an internalized anxiety or expectancy. It is cugdtie mere recognition that a negative

group stereotype could apply to oneself in a gis#mation. How threatening this

! Steel Claude M, “A Threat in the Air: How Stergmés Shape Intellectual Identity and Performance”,
American PsychologistJunel199#https://users.nber.org/~sewp/events/2005.01.144Rioks/Krieger-recs-
Steele Threat-in-the-Air.pdAccessed October29,2021 )

? Steel Claude M, 614 .
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recognition becomes depends on the person's idatith with the stereotype relevant

domain...

Most importantly, the negative stereotypes ingraime voters’ minds about the
unsuitability of the female presence in parliamalsb impacted on the female political
appointment. The female candidates to stand asWw#Ps not highly supported by voters
bearing in mind that women were not qualified fovgrnment alongside men. The voters’
enough knowledge about politics, the nature oftsliand the accurate way politics
should function, and his/her ability to make clesiand appropriate decisions when voting
is referred to as “Voters’ Political Literacy”Voters, in Britain, preferred male governors.
The electoral increased support to men was ondnefoutcomes of a strong belief in
gender stereotypes.

Voters were less willing to back women for the piescy and vice-

presidency because they were perceived as lessetemipto handle

traditional male issues (war, economy, big businesghile the

perception that women were more competent on typfemale

compassion issues neither helped nor hurt theita chances

One of those stereotypes was the female incompetethen compared to men’s

political competence and experierfcdt is focal to point out that voters’ inclinaticto
support male candidates was not the only factor lédh to enhancing gender political
disparity and welcoming few women MPs in parliamdite male party leaders were more
committed to appoint less female MPs and they #drivo keep the already male-led

parliament despite the female presence.

Gender stereotypes had a destructive impact on wampolitics in general and on
their political behavior and political achievemeantparticular. One of the main repeated
hurdles that women encountered in parliament wagmepresentation. The latter was and
is practical in different fields. The female paldi underrepresentation remains one of the

inevitable obstacles that hampered women’s polifoagress.

! Steel Claude M, 617.

2 Ballington and Karam,35.

% Leonie Huddy and Nayda Terkildsen, “The Conseqesmd Gender Stereotypes for Women Candidates at
Different Levels and Types of Officd&blitical Research Quarterjyvol 46,N°03 (September1993):505

* Huddy and Terkildsen, “The Consequences of GeStieotypes for Women Candidates”, 503
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2.2.4.1.Political Underrepresentation: General Oveariew

Any definition provided to define the concept ofntlerrepresentation” shares in
common the fact that being underrepresented inpéage with any community of people
means the number of people is low when comparedhter groups in the same institution.
The Cambridge Dictionary defines it as “ If a tygfgoerson or thing is under-represented
in a group or organization, there are not enoughhefn in it™. In addition, it is also
defined as “a situation in which the number of wonoe members of a minority group
within a category of civil service employment congées a lower percentage of the total
number of employees within the employment categbay the percentage women or the

minority constitutes within the civilian labor fat?

Although successfully joining men in the House adn@nons in 1918, women
continued to serve as a minority group during puSWI era. The crux of the matter
behind the unavoidable female underrepresentatiaried firstly with the candidates’
selection process. This hurdle is referred to itpsblem of supply® Small number of
women candidates compared to male candidates estesk to guarantee that women
would not exceed male MPs. It was another way &ditipal parties’ leaders to , indirectly,
saying to women “ we do not want more women inigarént”. In this regard, the female
political underrepresentation was planned, it was atcidental. Gender imbalance kept
characterizing the parliamentary environment. Agotlshortcoming of the negative
stereotypes was the barriers women either encadhtier parliament or impeded their

political breakthrough before entering parliament.

! “Under-represented” https://dictionary.cambridge.org/fr/dictionnairedgais/under-representeghccessed
November 2,2021)

2“Underrepresentation Definitiont,aw Insider https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/underrepreseion
(Accessed November 2, 2021)

¥ Meryl Kenny, “Why Aren't There More Women In Bisti Politics?”, Political Studies Association,
September21,2015 https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/why-arent-there-meoenen-british-politics
(Accessed April 30,2022)
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2.2.4.2. Barriers Leading to Women’s ParliamentaryJnderrepresentation

To dig deep in the obstacles impeding women’s wayé fully represented in
parliament, shedding light on the “demand” and fdyp" issue is very significant to
scrutinize the reasons behind the unchallenged léemanderrepresentation in
parliamentary politics. The demand issue is im&dd with the female demand to be
involved in politics and the demands of politicalees for women candidates. The supply
issue, in fact, has to do with the available humbiewwvomen and the political Parties’

interest in whether accepting them or not.

Enhancing the female parliamentary representatiah granting gender political
equity was a debatable topic. Much ink had beentspe expounding the challenges that
women candidates and MPs encountered. The accémglisreakthrough in any field
went in tandem with overcoming the hurdles beingoentered. The female entry in
parliament did not mean full political involvemeifithey faced a surfeit of obstacles that
impeded their way in their mission in parliamensplge their co-existence with men on the
one hand. On the other hand, they endured the burtiéunderrepresentation”. It was
estimated that in the period extending from 1945369 twenty-nine Labour women (29),
fifteen (15) conservative women, one (1) Liberalnvam were elected to the House of

Commong

Although the number of women MPs increased from efeetion into another,
women were still undergoing the impeded missionpofitical participation. Gender
discrimination in leadership roles was an exampleBritish politics. Although being
granted an opportunity to vote and to stand as MRmarliament, gender discrimination
persisted through the male overrepresentation hadfégmale underrepresentation. The
latter was not the sole hurdle women kept enduinmghe political parliamentary life.
Above all, they were “misrepresented”. The aforetioged negative attitudes towards the
female inclusion in politics plus a web of hurdisemen MPs started undergoing were

very important motives that strengthened the fertratality in parliament. The House of

! Joni LovenduskiFeminizing Politic§Cambridge: Polity Press,2005), 64
2 Caitriona Beaumont, “The Women’s Movement, Pditend Citizenship, 1918-1950'S” Women in
Twentieth Century Britained. Zweiniger-Bargielowska, 274
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Commons kept being overshadowed by depriving wofm@m their political rights and
political engagement. “If the House of Commons ieriais about being truly
representative of the people it seeks to repregtemtust rise to the challenge of being a

world leader on women'’s parliamentary representatio

First and foremost, obtaining a political careeiEimgland was not an easy task for
women. Sharing the process of decision making a@idsmnify gender political parity.
Gender was considered a factor depriving women golitical integration and equal
political opportunities in the light of the aforemimned arguments stating the deserved
exclusion of women from holding high political ptishs despite their increasingly strong

presence in parliament.

In their way to public office and in their pathgolitical career, women encountered
abundant obstacles that did not only deprive thérthar political rights , but even as
MPs, they started encountering tough hurdles iir gfaditical mission as underrepresented
and misrepresented minority in parliament. In thghtl of highly undermining gender
political equality in England, the latter was nadger an arena where “full democracy”

functioned. It was a country overshadowed by axid democracy?.
2.2.4.2.1. Socio-Cultural Barriers

The story of impeding the female path to their jocdi career started before election
to parliament. The aforementioned negative stepsstyabout the female perilous
involvement in parliament affected women themsebued the way they thought of being
unwelcomed in parliament. They hesitated to emevgs as candidates through losing the
will and motivation to become politicians. The nvational factors had a huge impact on

! Mims Davies, “Barriers for Women in Standing forarRament”, House of Commons Library,
Parliamentary Debate Number CDP-2017-0160 , Sdmed®, 2017

2 Paul Whiteley, “Is it Time to Update the Definitimf Political Participation” irPolitical Participation in
Britain: The Decline and Revival of Civic Cultued, Paul Whiteley, (Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan,2012), 01
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whether being involved or being afraid to be inwaly “Motivational factors such as

ambition, self-confidence, self-belief and dedicatare also well-evidenced barriers”

The responsibility of caring for children and doitlge housework is a time-
consuming task. For this reason, it was imposdibleiden political participation for all
women. This would thwart the stability of the fayilExpanding political rights for
women would undermine the familial status and sgf@l feminine role in the home . By
the same token, the barriers impede women’ effirtsnter parliament dated back even
before their election. Women had not enough tinrepfaitics and even to think to be a
politician. Jullie Ballington and Azza Karam in theook entittedWomen in Parliament:
beyond Number@005) referred to the two time-consuming taskegafior the family and
being busy with other salaried professional obiaye “the dual burderithat hindered

women from a full political integration on the sateems as men.

In most countries women carry a disproportionaterestof domestic
work. Their participation in politics is constrathéy poverty and lack
of education and access to information...it is difficfor women to
participate in political life when their major cara is survival and they
have no choice but to spend much of their timengjio meet the basic
needs of families ...In addition to that, howevermsowomen may
have full-time jobs as wives and mothers as welloteer full-time
careers (e.g. as teachers, lawyers or doctorsprgieg an MP in these
conditions might then be considered a third futigijot’

The “Dual Burden” is also known as “the Double 8hif The term was firstly
coined' by Arlie Hochchild .It refers to the amalgam of the female work ias@hd

outside the home. It is described as a “burden”abse a couple of tiring jobs are

accomplished. The one in home is unpaid whereasdbend one is outside the home and

! Sue Maguire, “ Barriers to Women Entering Parliatmend Local Government” (University of Bath: IPR
Institute for Political Research ), 2018, 06-0fttps://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/barriers-to-werm
entering-parliament-and-local-government/attachsibatriers-to-women.pdfccessed November3,2021)

2 Ballington and Karam, 41.

% Ballington and Karam, 41.

* The term was coined by Arlie Hochchild in her kdbe Second Shifpublished in 1989. Kayla Van Gorp,
“The Second Shift: Why It Is Diminishing but Stdin Issue,The Review : A Journal of Undergraduate
Student Researctiol14, Article 7 (2013):02

® Arlie Russell Hochschild (born January 15, 1940Haston) is an American writer, sociologist and
professor in the University of California. “Hochdch Arlie Russell 1940”,Encyclopedia.com 2019
https://www.encyclopedia.com/arts/educational-magesghochschild-arlie-russell-1940(Accessed  April
30,2022)
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it is paid. In other words, women were doing thendstic work at home plus being
involved in part-time or full-time jobs outside theme. “Double shift is when a woman
has two ‘jobs’, one would be their day job wheihefull-time or part-time employment
and then coming home to do the housework, cookimd) @deaning®. Being a worker
domestically at home and outside plus the emotioolal as mother gives a woman “the
triple shift”.2

Put simply, the financial consideration was anotbarier depriving women from
standing for office. Women, who lacked financialiszes from where to finance their step
to stand as candidates, found it impossible tatipally participate in governing England.
“The lack of financial resources to support theslestion and candidacy often sits
alongside family commitments and, in many casegreater propensity to be fighting
marginal seats. In effect, the risks involved ghfing parliamentary seats are often much

greater for women than for men”

The economic status of women had a direct impac¢hein political recruitment into
parliament. The diversity of the resources requi@de politically powerful were not
available at any woman in Britain. Those resoureesapsulated education, enjoying a
membership in the labour force and meeting the egedhining to be a politiciahlt is
noteworthy to mention that illiteracy had a dedinec impact on the female
underrepresentation in parliament in its both Heugdéouse of Commons and House of
Lords)

2.2.4.2.2. Political Barriers

The masculine authority in parliament persistedneaéter granting women an
occasion to join men in a place already reservéelystor them. It was demonstrated that

to fit into the masculine sphere was not an eask &hieved overnight and without any

! Naomi Virini, “What Is Dual Burden in Sociology?April14,2020 https://findanyanswer.com/what-is-
dual-burden-in-sociologgAccessed November5,2021)

2 Virini, “What Is Dual Burden in Sociology?”

% Maguire, “ Barriers to Women Entering Parliamend &ocal Government” ,30

* Richard E.Matland, “Women’s Representation in biadil Legislatures: Developed and Developing
Countries,Legislative Studies Quarterlyol.23,N°01 (1998):109

76

~—~
|



Women'’s Political Status after the Second World Wai Chapter
(1945-1979) Two

barrier. The male dominance and authority cannotlbarly seen unless a subjugated
group is available. This group is “women”. Wome #&eing referred to as “a primary

target™ over whom men exercised their own patriarchal n the one hand.

On the other hand, “the masculine model of polifi¢sad a great impact on the
female representation in parliament. The politex@na was dominated by men, even rules
and laws were put forward and finally introducedb®applied according to male norms.
By the same token, the British politics was ovedsivged by either being “ a winner” or “

a loser®. The male politicians played a game of competitia they thrived to quench

their thirst for being winners and running effeetpolitical missions.

Another political barrier hindering women from rbaxy parliamentary life was the
lack of role models in politics. The existence efnfle inspirational role models in
parliament was considered as a motive that cor&thuo their will to be politically
engaged. In other words, women might be inspirddittate those female politicians. The
scarcity of women MPs was a hindrance that push@demn to be afraid of joining men in
parliament. Add to this, the lack of support wag af the factors introducing women as

underrepresented group in politics.
2.2.4.2.3. Structural and Institutional Barriers

This type of barriers has to do with the work ofijozal parties, the way of selecting
candidates from one general election into anoth@4%-1979) since it was the onus of the
party to select who would stand as a candidateeSime final decision, whether to include
or exclude women lies at the hands of party leaddrs did their best to marginalize

women interests.

It is very difficult for a woman to make up her rito enter politics.
Once she makes up her own mind, then she has fmarneréher

! Susan M.llkan, “Moral Regulation and Microlevel lilos: Implications for Women’s Work and
Struggles”, inWomen; Work and Gender Relations in Developing @@ms1 A Global Perspectivesds.
Parvin Ghorayshi and Claire Belanger (London:Gremuwress,1996),124

2 Ballington and Karam,35

% Ballington and Karam,35

* Ballington and Karam,35
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husband, and her children, and her family. Oncehsiseovercome all
these obstacles and applies for the ticket, thenntlale aspirants
against whom she is applying makeup all sorts ofiet about her.
And after all this, when her name goes to the paoses, they do not
select her name because they fear losing that seat.

The political parties, in this case, were descriagdgatekeepers” The way women
were politically selected is described as “opac@uitment®. The latter was enormously
influential. When it comes to which Political Pafgvoured more women candidates, the
Labour Party was the one that received more womes tlan the Conservative Party. The
work of political parties, the way of selectiongtiwvay of recruitment and even gender
quotas were limited when it comes to increasingniin@ber of women. The selection and
nomination process witnessed a high inclinationnfmre male candidates whether in the

Labour, Conservative or Liberal Parties in England;

While all the major parties have made efforts torésase the numbers

of women candidates and MPs, the Labour Party ¢gegrized as

having implemented the most substantial changéiseio recruitment

of candidates in order to enhance the representafimomeri

Gender quotas played a vital role in increasingrilmber of women to be elected,

but in reality political parties did not guarantdes political success of women when
elected® Melanee Thomas, a political scientist at the Ursitgrof Calgary,described
women MPs in the British parliament as “sacrifidianbs®. They gained support from
political Parties to run difficult political task&Vhat worsened matters was the unjust
intervention of the selection committee devotedthie selection of candidates . Each
constituency had its own selection committee thatr@sed discriminative strategies to

minimize the number of women candidates.

! Ballington and Karam,38

2 Maguire, “ Barriers to Women Entering Parliamend &ocal Government” , 07.

% Maguire, “ Barriers to Women Entering Parliamend &ocal Government” ,07.

4 Maguire, “ Barriers to Women Entering Parliamend 4ocal Government” , 18.

®> Maguire, “ Barriers to Women Entering Parliamend &ocal Government” , 08.

® Melanie Thomas in “Why Are so many Female CandislaBacrificial Lambs?”CBC,September18,2015
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/the 180/personhood-for-amgrgender-neutral-clothing-why-politicians-should-
stop-talking-economics-1.3234218/why-are-so-mamyaie-candidates-sacrificial-lambs-1.3234608
(Accessed May17,2022)
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The married women, for example, who were eagetaindsas candidate were asked
questions that they did not find an answer. Justinder their candidacy. For example,
they were asked about their husbands, children vamether they would neglect their
children in case they would be electelloreover, the unmarried women were asked
guestions that pushed them to forget about theidacg For example, one of the
questions addressed to the single women “Why agait married??. In this vein, the
local selection committee created hurdles in ord®rto consider married women in the
candidates list. The fear of the married womenability to assume a dual responsibility
of home and work culminated in this kind of disanation.

As a matter of fact, the male embarrassing questiorwomen candidates were not
the first obstacle. Women who were members in éhecion committees did their best to
stand as women opponents for candidacy. The fehuaglity towards women candidates
posed several complications for women candidaté® [bcal selection committees in
England included women also in charge of candidatekection. Those women were

jealous® Of course, they would not allow the success oéottomen.
2.2.4.2.4. Knowledge and Information Barriers

Politics used to be an only-male domain in eartienturies. It was believed that
women lacked the most fundamental requirement tpdhécally involved. They lacked,
in one way or another, political knowledge. Operess is one form of this kind of
barriers. Several researches revealed that woneeless likely to have access to networks

and information sources than nien.

Women, in England, did not have enough contact @ithboration with women
politicians and women political organizations insp@VWII era. The reason behind the
rare political contact was twofold. Firstly, theckaof awareness among English women

that the ceaseless contact with political membersoonmittees would be fruitful to the

! G.E.MaguireConservative Women 66
2 G.E.Maguire Conservative Women66
% G.E.MaguireConservative Women68
* Maguire, “Barriers to Women Entering Parliamend &ncal Government” , 34.
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extent that they were indirectly enriching theitipeal knowledge and making themselves
ready to be a politician whenever being grantedopportunity. Secondly, the lack of

resources was the most effective hurdle.

2.2.5. Gender Relations in the Bicameral Parliament

The process of decision -making in twentieth cgnnitain was not the outcome of
men’s lone intervention. It was the creation of eafmale cooperation. The contribution
of the male and female gender, already a malealgkl tnade from politics gender politics.
Before enfranchising women and allowing them tondtas candidates to be elected
members of parliament, it was labeled as “singleesevironment®. The co-existence of
men and women MPs created two types of politidaltiens namely good and bad, stable

and unstable.

The tiny percentage of women MPs in parliamentinfrone general election into
another, aroused in them a great competence. Tdliical competence sometimes
jeopardized male —female relations in the Hous€@hmons and the House of Lords. In
gender politics, male-female relationship is na siole point to be investigated, but even
the nature of female-female relationship is of gsegnificance in the light of the limited
female adherence to politics. As far as the ferfedeale political relationship was
concerned, women were not always kind to each ptherthere was sometimes a kind of
hostility between the ones already holding powed dhe ones newly recruited in

parliament

The male-female relations reflected a lot aboututhieearable circumstances women
were involved in working with men. Women througlstbry were subordinated to men
and were under male control. The same thing chenaetl gender relations in British
politics. The female minority in politics witnessadolitical patriarchy. Women MPs were
not free doing whatever they wanted without beingdgd and controlled by male MPs.

The political hostility towards women did not oveaslow the entire relations, but the

! Harrison, “Women in a Men’s House”, 623

2 Katie Haessly, “British Conservative Women MPs dddomen’s Issues’ 1950-1979,” (Phd Thesis.,
University of Nottingham,2010), 22ttp://eprints.nottingham.ac.uk/11513/1/KHaesslyedib -_Final.pdf
(Accessed May27,2021)
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animosity was expressed in certain moments when feliethat women could excel over

them.

This does not mean that men were ceaselessly éndstiwvomen. They worked
together to represent people and rendered from dfffeirts and personal commitments to
politics a fruitful one. This good relation was mthtowards “gender solidarity” They
worked together since men were experienced inigaly managing England. Thus,
women were, inevitably requiring male guidance aswpport. This male-female
cooperation was not pertinent with “gender equaliyeedless to say, women were only
“seat fillers® no more no less. The good way of treating womehndit reflect the male
celebration of their co-existence with women inlipament, but it was only a trend and

inevitable part to politically manage England.

Concurrently, fruitful political intervention andffective political management is
always pertinent with good relations with the caneel members. If those members
shared unstable relations and they are not untteduld be impossible to politically work
together. Since women were already becoming palittembers and political leaders
alongside men starting from 1918 and were stillitipally recruited (1945-1979), any
change or the passage of any legislation or lawldvagquire male-female cooperation and
intervention. According to Katie Haessly, the goét policy was highly interlinked with
good gender relations in parliament because theeaal party, whether the Conservative

or the Labour, hinged on the incorporation of naald female energies and vieWs.

In their article entitled “Incentive Systems: A Tng of Organizations’(1961) , Peter
B.Clark and James.Q.Wilson shared the same idéagtaat one of the focal principles
that empowers a given political party and led sflibwering achievements if applied or
paving the way for its debacle if neglected wasidswity and unity among its
membersThey expounded the three incentives that must bae®v any organization or
a party to be workable and successful. They wroteray the folding of their article “The

three types of incentives as necessary for theter@ance of an organization: material or

! Cowman, “The Political Autobiographies of Early Wen MPs, ¢.1918-1964" 211.

2 Haessly, 226 .

% Haessly, 192

“ Peter B. Clark and James Q. Wilson, "Incentivet@ys: A Theory of Organizationsdtdministrative
Science Quarteriyol. 6, No. 2 (September 1961):134
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monetary; solidarity, deriving from a sense of camity or belonging; and purposive, a

concern with the achievement of organizational gjoal

The three main political parties mainly the Conaéwme, the Labour, the Liberal
Party, from their establishment till the twentiegntury were overshadowed by the male
political patriarchy over women in parliament. Mgot the lion’s share of political
management whereas women remained in minor positioder the guidance and control
of male MPs. By the same token, men in parliamahindt only help and support women
to politically doing their job, but they influencedeir involvement and their work. Thus,
without men, women would never be able to intervenghe already single-sex field
“politics” “Many women recognized that without maseipport and aid, they would not

have reached the positions that they did...”

If light is shed on the positions held by womereaiVWII, they were not prominent
ones, but minor ones since it was believed that eomwere not experienced in the
political agenda. Women, in fact, were denied ntémial positions. This idea characterized
the women who held political positions in 1945 aftér. However, in 1960’s, women

started acquiring political strides and more peditipositions’

More importantly, women MPs did not set foot inl@enent from scratch , but the
importance of men in their lives whether husbandfathers contributed to their political
success as MPs. In this vein, the male supportdmem MPs started firstly outside
parliament to be strengthened in practice in pasdiat. As an example of women whose
patriarchal support paved the way for their un@mgkeable entry to politics were Nancy
Astor and Frances Davidson who had run their hudbaeats.

It is significant to point out that the male supptor women outside parliament was

not the case for all women conservative members amolve all, does not mean that all

! peter B.Clark and James.Q.Wilson, “Incentive SysteA Theory of Organizations”, in “The Conservativ
Party and European Integration 1945-1975, Phd $hesl. Nigel Ashford (University of Warwick,
Department of Politics, 1983),362http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/34787/1/WRAP_THESIS_Adiufo1983.pdf
(Accessed August21,2021)

% Clarisse Berthezéne and Julie V. Gottlieb, “Cdesihng Conservative Women in the Gendering of Moder
British Politics” Women's History Revidil28,n°02 (2018):189

% Berthezéne & Gottlieb, “ Considering ConservatWomen in the Gendering of Modern British
Politics”,200

* Haessly,194.
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women MPs were married. Others were either singleidowed® As an example, Joan
Vickers (1907-1994) and Irene Ward had never mawriselyn Emmet(1899-1980) was a
widow?. The single women and the widows devoted more tomgolitics if compared to

the married ones. In the light of single women’'snptete devotion to their political tasks,

the single women outnumbered the married Gnes.

It is worthy of note that the female political sass was the outcome of their male
colleagues’ support. The nature of the working tr@hship has a vital role in whether
strengthening or diminishing the working resulterivtontributed to the female successful
presence in parliament. They did not attack womerhally or physically abuse them and
never introduced obstacles to impede their workeMmpact of men on women’s careers,
therefore, should not be understated and must bgidered as an important influence on
them™. The male-female relationship was sometimes jebped when women were

appointed to higher ministerial positions and te&yted giving instructions to men.

Women MPs were not totally humiliated by male merab®n the contrary, there
were women who could influence their male colleagaled convince them to accomplish
several legislations or reforms concerned with wongsues. Gender influence was
twofold. Men influenced women and women could atsftuence men. Thelma Cazalet-
Keir and Irene Ward were two women who are considleas an example of placing
pressure on their male colleagues to have a lookhenissue of equal pay. The male
reactions differed. They were positive throughifitig their demands or sometimes they

remained silent

Women who joined ministerial positions and excellethe political field were few.
The majority were deprived from what they desiredptactice in politics. Their views
were rarely taken into account and they were racelysulted when it came to serious
matters. Barbara Brooke (1908-2000), the Vice-@hair of the Conservative Party (1954-
1964), stated that women’s views were not imporsaat she exemplified the total absence

! Haessly, 195.
2 Haessly, 194.
% Haessly, 194.
* Haessly, 207.
® Haessly, 210.
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of women from one of the meetings with the PM Hardllacmillan (1957-1963)
“Women’s point of view seems to be neglected, diarded or never ever sought....no
woman was invited to be present at Harold Macni#laathering of Ministers” Another
example that confirmed the total neglect of theafdemale contribution to politics was
what happened before the election of 1964 when oamam MP was consulted about the

election’s manifestbof the Conservative Parfy.

In the manifesto, Prime Minister Alec-Douglass Ho(1€63-1964) wrote in the
preamble of the manifesto’s text “by Sir Alec DoagfHome. As Leader of the
Conservative and Unionist Party, I[Alec Douglassnté$ submit this Manifesto to my
fellow countrymen and womefi”So, how can the future program of the PM be dedist
to women without even taking into consideration ¥iews of women MPs. This was one
of humiliating treatment of women MPs of the Conséive Party.

The views that triggered the male hostility to womMPs in the bicameral
parliament were dual. First and foremost, the maleement belief in the unsuitability of
women for politics strengthened the hostile treattad some male MPs and even male
leaders themselves. Moreover, the zeitgeist thetetgid the negative prejudices against
women in politics led male MPs to, sometimes, eixhibgative treatment of their female
colleagues. This paved the way for injustice inliparent where the bulk of work was
done by women rather than men. A great number tiéslwere assumed by women when

men were feeling at ease. One of the women MPsyR\Eeinmet complained of the bitter

! Harold Macmillan (1894-1986) was one of the BhitiSonservative Prime Ministers (1957-1963). “Hdrol
Macmillan”, Britannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/Harold-Macraill(Accessed May15,2022)

2 Barbara Brooke to Party Chairman, 21.11.1963, @SM69, CPP.

® The 1964 general election manifesto was draftethbyConservative Prime Minister Alec Douglas Home.
He titled it as “ Prosperity with a Purpose”. “¥O&onservative Party General Election Manifesto”,
Conservative Party Manifestoes http://www.conservativemanifesto.com/1964/1964-eowative-
manifesto.shtm{Accessed May1,2022)

* G.E.Maguire Conservative Women 74

® Sir Alec Douglass Home (1903-1999n 1931, he entered Parliament as a Scottish UstioRarty
(combined with the Conservative Party in 1965) MPLfanark. In 1959,he was appointed Foreign Secreta
He remained in the role until 18 October 1963. literubt originally seek the position of Prime Mirast but
was widely respected by his party and its futueslées. Sir Alec Douglas-Home was an unexpectedePrim
Minister and served for only 363 days, the secdwitsst premiership in the 20th century (1963-1963iy
Alec Douglass Home"GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisters/alec-douglas-
home(Accessed May15,2022)

41964 Conservative Party General Election Manifést
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reality reflecting the sufferings of some women MRswhich gender segregation was
highly practiced. She stated: “Ladies are beingg#iby the work that is being put upon

them™.

Women of the Conservative Party suffered politicathore than women of the
Labour Party. The Conservative Party glorified fén@ale domesticity and even those who
were elected were not enjoying their task as MPs tuthe continued injustice and
humiliation by male MPs. The same woman MP Evelynniet mirrored the bitter

environment women of the Conservative Party wereadnn. She wrote

As far as Conservative women are concerned, therstili a lot of
custom and prejudice to overcome in the Housenlt that the men are
obstructionist but they just do not remember wethege at such times!
Women approach the task in a spirit of service arel perhaps not
ambitious enough and dislike having continuallytsh. Most men who
come into the House, come with definite ambitioi$ie Prime
Ministers are reluctant to see a woman fill any cplawhich
might be theirs. In this matter, we are falling inehother countries,
who recognize more generously the contribution womeould
make in responsible positions. Where are our worAerbassadors,
High Commissioners, Governors, Cabinet Ministerd? fdr the
good of the country, this is to be altered, andghbuld be, it must
come through the force of Public Opinion and esyBcithrough
the Women's Societies and Organizations. We Membaersthe
House must live at peace and in harmony with oun roelleagues
and this could not be if we were for ever complafi

One of the male MPs refused to shake his femaleagple’s hands saying “ | must
tell you that | disapprove of women as executivesgoalitics.. If | had been around when
they appointed you , | would have objectédrhe bad treatment was not always the case
as there were women MPs whose husbands were also Mi®se women were better
treated and placed in good positions. Mrs Alspetivel (1932-2022)the wife of the male

! Evelyn Emmet, Address to an Unknown Constituenogn@ittee, 1945, MS. Eng. Hist. 1059, Lady Emmet
Papers, Bodleian Library, Oxford.

2 Evelyn Emmet, “Baroness Emmet Papers” 1961, M$. Hist. c. 1056, BLO

% G.E.Maguire, 143.

4 Alspeth Howe was a British life peer and crosshemember of the House of Lords (2001-2020) who
served in many capacities in public life. “Elspetihowe”, Google Arts and Culture
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/elspethuadnaroness-howe-of-idlicote/m02_byx (Accessed
May15,2022)
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MP Geoffrey Howe, confessed “The MP’s wife’s rolashbeen growing for sometimes.
Right from the moment a candidate is selected, wife will be asked to play a

considerable part in the constituency”.

All in all, gender politics does not deserve to daled as such. If the feminine
gender was terribly humiliated and underrepresentad better to be called “masculine
politics”. Women in politics, in general, did nobjey their political experience to its
fullest. Whenever determining a given breakthrougher political failures and obstacles
emerged from over again. Despite their staunch etitign and endeavours, the male
Prime Ministers were free to select the number offen they wanted and to appoint them
to the positions they wanted without devoting mtiote to unveil women candidates’ and

women MPs’ interests and disinterest.

2.3. Women'’s Political Position after WWII (1945-184)

After the end of WWII, an increased improvement time female political
participation, as a reward for their war work, veapected but in vain. This does not mean
that women were totally deprived from political adsion. Parliament in England and
parliamentary politics persisted as a male-domahadsk. The political party that gained
more votes and mores seats after each generabeleas the one to play the leading role
in parliament and its leader climbed the laddepdftical participation as Prime Minister.
The female underrepresentation continued to ovdmshahe female integration in politics.
Gender inequality was not a random issue, but angld one and a tactic relied on by the

male leaders.

2.3.1. The Impact of Women'’s Participation in WWII on Their Societal Employment
(1945-1951)

World War | (1914-1918), known as “The Great Wast “The War to End All
Wars™, was not the sole period when women proved there wealified for assuming

! Lady Howe, “Wives of Tory MP’s and Candidates”oWwmber1971, 60/4/10 CPP

2“Great War” was the most commonly used name ferfinst World War. As the first pan-European Wacsi
Napoleon, 'Great' simply indicated the enormoutestfthe conflict, much as we might today talkaoreat
storm' or a 'great flood'. However, the term alad moral connotations. The Allies believed theyenfgghting
against an evil militarism that had taken hold er@any. Sean Lang, “Why Is World War | Called tBeeat
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responsibilities that men used to assume. Withottbreak of WWII, women whether
married, widowed or single found themselves invdlue tasks that were always reserved
for men. Women served the war through a myriadasks they accomplished during the

war.

The idea that needs to be expounded is that whetigefemale involvement in
WWII contributed to any reward for women after thar or not. Thus, the female entry to
the world of employment during the war increasedabge they replaced men in the most
difficult vacant jobs. In the same vein, their gration in the male vacant jobs and their
ability to assume masculine responsibilities meegy outstanding effect on their lives in
the post-WWII era. The war’s impact on their liveas twofold. On the one hand, the
negative stereotypes about the female inabilitybéo successful in the public affairs
changed and reversed. On the other hand, the fearedence in male difficult jobs led the
male Prime Ministers to get enticed of the femdlditg to assume male responsibilities in
the public sphere.

It is of great significance to note that rewardimgacknowledging someone or a
group of people for a good thing they did appe#escty after the accomplishment of the
task they were bumping into. In this vein, it is@stial to find out the nature of rewarding
women for their mobilization to serve the war effstom (1945-1951) in which Clement
Attlee (1945-195F)served as a Prime Minister. The general electioh9d5 was a total
fiasco for the Conservative Party and a landslidéoxy for the Labour Party which got
394 seats if compared to 210 seats for the Consesvaarty® The role of women, in the
war, was highly acknowledged. Historians did nadelyoacknowledge the role of men

whether as bread-winners or military fighters, &utn women.

War'?”, The History Extra September30,2014ttps://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-whistory-
extra-explains-why-is-ww1-called-the-great-wgktcessed May2,2022)

! Lang, “Why Is World War | Called the ‘Great War'?”

2 Clement Richard Attlee (1883-196ijs leader of the Labour Party from 1935 to 1958, served as
Britain’s Labour Prime Minister from 1945 to 19%4s Prime Minister, he enlarged and improved social
services and the public sector in post-war Britdiement Attlee”,GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisiers/clement-attle@\ccessed May15,2022)

% E.Burns A Brief History of Great Britain208.
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War has traditionally been viewed as a phenomenraohaconcerns only
men, since it is usually only men who bear arms feggit. However, in
Europe, a critical look was taken at this tradiéibhistoriography, with
its adoption of an elite and male viewpoint. Thigripd was
characterized both by the emergence of women’styistvhich aimed to
reveal the women of the past and take their expegsinto account, and
by the strengthening of social history, concernéth wociety and social
groupst

Women embarked on a myriad of roles, as expounuetiapter one, to support the
war efforts as combatants and local labourers fierédnt domains. In return for the male
mobilization and conscription for the war, womernreveeady to replace them during their
absence taking part in the battlefields. Womenyalkail, exhibited their capacities to run
“Men’s Work”.2

Writers and historians differed in their views wint the war had a positive or a
negative impact on women’s employment. Their vieaesented what was called “The
exclusion/inclusion ParadoX”Much ink had been spent on this issue. Some rias®
believed that the war emancipated women. Others t@eronfirm that the war entrenched
the traditional roles of women. In 1951, the numbiethe female labourers decreased and
government never supported their progress in empdoy. “The government encouraged a
return to domesticity”

To a great extent, the post WWII era witnessednareased female involvement in
the workforce due to one sole reason. The lattert wetandem with the shortage of male
workers. Male workers were either terribly injur@dlost their lives. Most importantly, the
remarkable increase of women worker after the SgcWviorld War was not a
governmental reward for their participation. Butleeening more women in the world of

employment was a solution to fill the still vacgoibs. Generally speaking, the war did not

! Francoise Thébaud, “Understanding Twentieth-CenitMars Through Women and Gender: Forty Years of
Historiography,”"Women, Gender, HistoB9 (2014):15ttps://doi.org/10.4000/cliowgh.538

2 John David Goodwirlylen’s Work and Male Lives: Men and Work in Britirondon:Routeldge,1999),09

® “What Is the Role of Women in Post-War Times?”, vidmber25,2020https://erc.europa.eu/projects-
figures/stories/what-role-women-post-war-tinfdscessed May22,2021)

*“WW?2: Did the War Change Life for Women?https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/did-ww2-change-life-for
women/zbktwty (Accessed May21, 2021)
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contribute to gender equality and endless oppdrashof work, but it only altered the

attitudes towards women due to their ability teshecessfully involved in masculine jobs.

WWII precipitated far-reaching results contributing the female apparent
emancipation. The war, in turn, served as an “eipatm”.* It brought a spurring change
through offering a range of labour opportunitieswtomen. It was estimated that until
1978, the population of UK was 55.835.000 dividestween 27.170.000 males and
28.666.000 womehBy 1951, the number of women workers escalatediak estimated
that one —third of the working population were worm&he role of working women was
really acknowledged and encouraged. “Working woroeuld help the economy of the

nation and provide valuable supplement to the ireofrthe individual family™

Despite the threat posed through the entry of mmstiv@o paid labour force and
despite the negative attitudes towards the negatgact of mothers’ work on their
families especially children, the married womentipgration in paid work increased
dramatically in the 1950's>Put simply, employment fields for women encapsualate
secretarial, administrative, educational and céraccupations. It was estimated that by
1951, one-fifth of the working population were niedrwomer’. From the entire number
of working women, 44% were marriéd/hat really led to a surge in the number of women
workers was the baby boom witnessed in the postenar More born children required

more nurses and later on the need for more wonaamées would be inevitabfe.

The progress women had realized concerning thepla@ment opportunities had
spelled the doom already underwent during the Whus, the twentieth century was not
only an era of emancipation for women, but an enambillions of attempts were done to
strengthen equality between sexes. As particigarttee war, women were granted billions

of opportunities to climb the ladder of developmengenerally speaking quenching their

! Mike Storry and Peter Child&ritish Cultural Identities?" ed. (London: Routledge ,Taylor and Francis
Group,2002),120.

2 Arthur Marwick, British Society since 194&reat Britain: Penguin Books Ltd, 1982),152.

% Public Opinion Survey No. 27, April1951, CCO 188/2CPP

4 G.E.Maguire Conservative Wome25.

® Storry and Childs, 120.

® Public Opinion Survey No. 27, April1951, CCO 188/2CPP

'G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl.26.

® G.E.Maguire Conservative Womerl26.
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desire for emancipation whatever its typehé&ir participation as workers in the war effort

‘can be seen at work everywhere in further develepsin the status of womeh”.

Although they were granted myriad opportunities ke recruited in the paid
employment, women’s position in employment had lb@én equalized with their male
counterparts. Their work was characterized by bdow-paid, their involvement in
unskilled jobs and above all, the majority of womeorkers were concerned with part-
time jobs?

H.E Joshi, R. Layard and S.J Owen in their arteciétled “Why Are More Women
Working in Britain” (1985) confirmed that the numibaf women in the labour force kept
rising especially the recruitment of married wonaged 35 and over. They enumerated the
reasons behind the increased number of women verkée first reason stated that after
the return of men from the battlefields, women wieee from the heavy burden of full-
time jobs because men had to regain their taskeer Ahe war, part-time jobs were
tremendously available. Moreover, the introductidmew fabrics devoted for child care
played a pivotal role in reducing time needed fuidccare. Last but not least, women got
more aware and conscious of the necessity of wgrkiiodern life, if compared to
traditional life, is pertinent with the female invement in paid employment.

Possible explanations for the post World War Ierisa female labor
participation are: 1) part time jobs were more k@de¢ to women, 2) the
drop in real prices of domestic appliances, praad$sods, and easy care
fabrics reduced the time required to take care édnaily, and 3) the

effect of long term changes in the roles women feegdhemselves in
life.®

For those writers such as,Virginia Nicholson, Agfdlconi, Ann M.Webber, Mark
R.Cullen, Marcia L.Stefanick, Yvonne L.Michael, @dr.Darmstadt and Mark Jackson,
believing that the war never impacted on women tpady, confirmed that that the
women’s involvment in the process of social producivas trivial. Virginia Nicholson,

in her article entitled “The 1940’s: Britain’s Wisne Women Gained a New Sense of

! Penny Summerfield, “Women, War and Social Chaigemen in Britain in World War 11" in War and
Social Change in the Twentieth Centugd. Arthur MarwickLondon, Palgrave Macmillan, 1974), 137.
% G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl 25.

® Heath E Joshi, Ricahrd Layard, and Susan.J. Owakthy Are More Women Working in Britain” ,
National Library of Medicine, 198Bttps://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/12267648tcessed May21,2021)
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Power” (2018”, explained that the female partidpatin the war empowered women to
the extent of destroying the unity of their fansliesSome of those women war workers
starting to enjoy self —independence asked forrdevdo keep being free and independent
from their husbands’ controlMoreover, Mark Jackson, in his bo&kress in Post-War
Britain, 1945-19852016), dig deep into the psychological trauma woment through
after the war. Women'’s health deteriorated afterwhar which negatively deprived their

children from their maternal care and protecfion.

The role of women in the home, although involvedwark outside home, was
vehemently emphasized. The home remained the phlgre where women could exhibit
their working abilities and their productive poweBavid Morley and Robins Kevin, in
their book entitledSpaces of Identity: Global Media , Electronic Lacalses and Cultural
Boundaries(1995), pointed out that gender differences caileoteen solely in work, but
home is the right place when the two genders shwir bwn differences. They wrote
“...The dominant model of gender relations withirstbociety is one in which the home is
primarily defined for men as a site of leisure whihe home is primarily defined for

women as a sphere of work whether or not theywats# outside the home...~.

The real female role had to be performed indootsomtdoors. The Mothers who
left their children and devoted themselves to pamk endangered the lives of their
children. The latter would be deprived of the mottere. The absence of a “home-based
mother” means “latchkey kids”. “‘Latchkey kids’ réorced the notion that children could
not be probably cared for without a home-based srptheightening public hostility
towards such womef” Socially speaking, the post war era especialgyfitst years till
1951 witnessed an improved female presence in trdvemployment. Parliament was
another institution where women kept being presemnt kept battling for more political

emancipation in the House of Commons.

! Virginia Nicholson, “The 1940’s: Britain’s Wartien Women Gained a New Sense of Powdttie

Guardian for 200 YeargFebruary 3,2018https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2018/f&31®40s-

britains-wartime-women-gained-a-new-sense-of-pojfecessed May2,2022)

2 Mark JacksonStress in Post-War Britain, 1945-19@8ew York: Routledge, 2016),114

% David Morley and Robins KevirSpaces of Identity : Global Media , Electronic Laodpes and Cultural
BoundariegLondon:RoutledgeTaylor and Francis Group, 1995),14

* Storry and ChildsBritish Cultural Identities, 120
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2.3.2. The Female Political Immersion in the Hous®f Commons from Clement

Attlee’s to Alec Douglas Home’s Administrations

Parliament, referred to in England as “Men’s HouUs& an institution where the
process of decision-making takes place. The tagkeofocal management of any country
is overshadowed by the duality of engagement; take rand the female engagement. It is
an amalgam of male-female intervention where bo#ixes exhibit their political
capabilities. In the light of the co-existence ottbmale and female sexes in politics.The

feminist writer Jennifer Somerville called it “sedpolitics” 2

The range of employment opportunities was not the sphere that reflected the role
of women; politics remained one of the focal fieldat mirrored the female capabilities. In
this vein, Philippa Levine referred to the feminiaa of politics as “a symbolic victory”
The gendered division of politics and granting waren occasion to politically run
England reflects the importance of welcoming thedke gender in parliament. Women
parliamentarians proved themselves able to pdlyicmanage England during WWIL.
Even after the war, women kept involved in politeere and more if compared to the era
before the war and during the war itself. The gahelections of 1945, 1951, and 1955
were important landmarks for women’s political inmgien in which women emerged as
voters, candidates and finally MPs. One of ther@sgdandmarks for women after the war
was the general election of 1945 that resultetiénentry of 24 female MPs.

2.3.2.1. Women Voters and MPs in the General Eleoi of 1945

The 1945 election was held on July5, 1945 in whidhmale candidates of the two
leading political parties, Clement Attlee for tha@bour Party and Winston Churchill

! Brian Harrison, “Women in a’ Men’s House’: The Wem M.P.s,1919-1945The Historical Journal 29
(1986):653 https://www.jstor.org/stable/263905(Accessed May22,2021)

2 Jennifer SomervilleFeminism and the Family : Politics and Society e tUK and USANew York :
Martin’'s Press, 2000),87

% Philippa LevineThe British Empire , Sunrise to Sung@treat Britain : Pearson Education Limited, 2007),
162.

4 “A Brief History of British Women MPs”https://artsandculture.google.com/theme/a-briefenjsof-
british-women-mps/3QJitfVNISCMKAAccessed May22,2021)

® Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill (1874-1965) Baitish statesman, orator, and author whoi@sie
minister(1940—-45, 1951-55) rallied the British people dgkivorld War lland led higountryfrom the
brink of defeat to victory. “Winston ChurchillBritannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/Winston-
Churchill (Accessed May15,2022)
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(1940 to 1945/1951 to 195%)r the Conservative Party, were competing for @ow he
election was a victory for the Labour Party andn@at Attlee was elected Labour Prime
Minister (1945-1951). The below-mentioned tablevehithe elections’ results in England.

Table 2.1.: The 1945 General Election Results

Conssrrt\;atlve Labour Party | Liberal Democrats | Others
Candidates 507 494 265 97
Votes (Millions) 8.27 9.97 1.91 0.38
Share of Vote (%) | 40.2 48.5 9.4 1.9
Seats Won 167 331 5 7

Source:Pelling and Cracknell, 20-21

Clement Attlee’s manifestof his election campaign started in May 1945 tdted:
“Let Us Face the Future Togeth&r¥oters were eager to vote for Clement Attleevioic
the shortcomings and the bitter failures of hisdpoessor Winston Churchill whose
administration was overshadowed by the Great Demeg1929-1939) and his failure to
forestall the threat of Nazi Germany. “Two wordawgn on the hurts of the overwhelming
mass of men and women..never again.. never agdirnthey submit to the social and

economic evils of the past.The Labour Party appeared as victorious on July285.

Taking any election into consideration, it is arcagion when male and female
voters choose their appropriate representativeoiitigs. The latter refers to a field where
power is divided and where decisions are the ouécohtollaborative intervention of men
and women. Graeme Turner refers to politics asdferation”. Any operation whatever
its kind required preparations, plans and tacticbe¢ accomplished. One of the leading
steps that preceded any political action is volipgnale and female citizens. The outcome

of any election is not solely contingent on maléegobut even women.

After WWII, more women voted Conservative and maren voted Labour. The
male electoral support to the Labour Party wagyétigd by the pleasant consequences of

! The slogan was drawn up by the Chairman of theurParty Herbert Morrison. Henry Pelling, “The 594
General Election Reconsideredfie Historical JournaVol23,n°2 (Junel1980): 407

2 “The 1945 General Electiotittps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgmf2nb/ren#s (Accessed
May22,2021 )

% Steven Fielding, “What Did ‘The People’ Want?:eTHeaning of the 1945 General ElectioriPtie
Historical Journal Vol.35, n° 3(1992):638

* Graeme TurneBritish Cultural Studieg§London: Routledge, 2005),197
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the Welfare state. Although the welfare state,omhiiced by the Labour Party, supported
the role of women in society, its kernel favourkd ttraditional domestic role of women
in the home” and treated women as always “depehdent

As far as the 1945 election is concerned, womearsaupported the victory of the
Conservative Party (Tories). Winston Churchill hetissserted that “I[Winston Churchill]
hear the women are for me, but that the men haveduagainst mé” Women favoured
the success of the Conservative Party over the waPBarty due to a range of attractive
efforts made for them and even Clement Attlee dsl lbest to attract women voters
especially the housewives embarking on a policy #auld serve the family lifé The
Conservative Party, for the sake of wooing womendte conservative, opted for three
main policies to attract women voters. They inctlidéhe introduction of the Equal pay,
the admission of women into the House of Lords #mal obligation of divorced and
separated husbands to pay the maintenance.

The female support to the conservative Party wasieaed with the promises of the
party itself and the nature of the reforms the @®rwere going to introduce after the
election. Lovenduski and Randall (1997) made iaicteat “without the women'’s vote, the
British Conservatives would have remained in opjmsibetween 1945 and 197%oting
in 1945 was not only for the sake of echoing a woshgoice to choose a representative in
parliament, but it marked the persistent role wowenld play in the political and public
life.

The difference the vote made was to enable womefedbthat their
presence in public life was legitimate. This presealso increased their
capacity to control their private lives. To havaaked this position, and
to achieve some of the necessary changes, hasaémmgy and slow
process and one that is far from compfete.

! G.E. MaguireConservative Women 19

2“The Men Have Turned Against Me”: Winston Churthihd The Gender Politics Of The 1945 Election”
http://www.historymatters.group.shef.ac.uk/the-n@med-me-winston-churchill-gender-politics-1945-
election/(Accessed May24,2021)

% G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl 20.

* G.E.Maguire Conservative Womer20.

® Lovenduski.J and Randall. V in. Bernadette C.Haged lan McAllister, “Gender, Party Leaders and
Election Outcomes in Australia,Britain and the @ditStatesComparative Political Studie¥ol.30,N°1
(1997):5

® patricia M. Thane, “What Difference Did the Voteak&? Women in Public and Private Life in Britain
since 1918", Institute of Historical Research Vol76, N°192 (2003): 285.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/18k2281.0017FAccessed May24,2021)
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Voting is not the sole activity in which women werféered an opportunity to locally
manage the country through amplifying their voibeasing their representatives, but they
were also Members of Parliament in which their jigdi empowerment reached its peak
after World War Il and their membership in the “rieeRlouse” started to grow. After the
General Election of 1945, the number of the fenhMis witnessed a remarkable increase.
Statistics showed that in the general Election3#5] there were 87 women candidates to
be elected for parliamehtrom those 87 female candidates, 24 wothesrere elected to
the House of Commons in which the victorious LabBarty got 21 Labour women MPs
and only one (1) woman in the Conservative Party o (2) women in other partiés.

The 24 women represented 33866 the House of Commons’ membership.

The twenty four (24) newly elected women MPs in gleaeral election of 1945rived
to be MPs were called the “women of 1925The only woman in Attlee’s cabinet was
Ellen Wilkinson (1891-1947). She served as the Meari of Education (1945-1947) as the
second woman Labour Cabinet Minister in the Britis$tory” She believed that women
deserved to be members of parliament as a rewattiddoattle they launched to fight for
the franchise. She claimed “Women have worked varg. They have starved in prison,
they have given their lives, or have given all thigne, in order that women might sit in
this House and take part in the legislation ofdbentry ®.

In 1950, there was another attempt to elect a newergment through holding

another election. The Labourites returned agaipotwer. In this election, 06 new women

! “women MPs & Parliamentary Candidates since 19&&pbs://www.ukpolitical.info/FemaleMPs.htm
(AccessedMay24,2021)

 Rachael Bunyan and Suyin Haynes, “ A Centuryrdféely Astor Took Her Seat in Parliament, How Have
British Politics Changed for WomenHistory News NetworkColumbian College of Arts and Sciences,
February12,2018&ttps://historynewsnetwork.org/article/1737d&&cessed November29,2021)

% For more details about the list of women MPs ie tHouse of Commons during Clement Attlee’s
Administration (1945-1951), se&?PENDIX C , P 263.

* G.E.Maguire Conservative Womerl64

®> G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl64

® Rachel Reeves, “We Wouldn't Be Where We Are Todafthout the Women MPs of 1945”
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/woman-mps-leki®d45-gender-equality-coronavirus-war-barbara-
castle-a9636806.htnfAccessed May24,2021)

" For more details about all the female Cabinet Mets from (1929-1997), séPENDIX D,P.268

8 Rachel Reeves, “The Women of Westminster and HdweyTHave Transformed Politics Beyond
Recognition”LSE BPP,(April11,2019) https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-wortdrwestminster/
(Accessed September26,2021)
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Conservatives and other 14 Labour women were eléc#tmong the most influential re-
elected women in 1950 were Irene Ward and Floréfarsburgh . The Labour Party lost
its power in 1951 general election in which the Sswmatives under Churchill realized an

electoral victory and women acquired new politegberiences.

2.3.2.2. Women’s Political Stances during Winston larchill’'s Premiership (1951-
1955)

Winston Churchill was elected again for the sectanth to serve as Prime Minister
from (1951-1955) in the general election of 195he Tatter took place on October 25,
1951 bringing an end of six years of the Labour &oment under Clement Attle&he
Conservative Party enjoyed a landslide victory tigio a record-breaking achievement
getting the most votes if compared to other palltjzarties® The following table illustrates

the results of the 1951 election.

Table 2.2. The 1951 General Election Results

Conservative Party | Labour Party | Liberal Democrats | Others
Candidates 502 506 91 13
Votes (Millions) 11.62 11.63 0.54 0.04
Share of Vote (%) 48.8 48.8 2.3 0.1
Seats Won 271 233 2 00

Source:Pelling and Cracknell, 20-21

The 1951 general election was another occasion wiemajority of women voters
supported the Conservatives. It was estimated 54& of women and 46% of men
electorally supported Winston Churchil. The female electoral support to the
Conservative Party played a very important roleach general election. It was claimed
that “if only men had the right to vote in the @eti(1945-1979), Labour would have been
continuously in power.... the Conservatives would moie won either of these elections if

women had not the voté”

! G.E.Maguire Conservative WomerlL70

2Doug Cowanfln 1951 More People Voted Labour than Conservatix the Conservatives Formed the
Government”, 2018 https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/on-the-anniassof-a-stolen-election-let-1951s-
wrong-winner-vote-be-a-lesson-to-us-#fccessed May27,2021)

% G.E.Maguire Conservative Womerl.21

* G.E.Maguire Conservative Womert,21
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The results of the General Election of 1951 showwexl landslide victory of the
Conservatives led by Winston Churchill. The nommratof women into winnable seats
was limited as usual . As far as the female camgidta 1951 was concerned, there were 77
women candidates among them 25 female conservatMeseover, there were 41 women
Labour candidates. 6 Conservative and 11 Labour emommere elected. Women
MPS’, during Winston Churchill administration, were féavnumber if compared to their
male colleagues in parliament and still sufferimgnf underrepresentation and gender

inequality in politics’.

Winston Churchill was one of the male Prime Minist&vho kept the number of
women in the House of Commons low. He “found a woantrusion into the House of
Commons as embarrassing as if she had burst umorinhhis bathroom when he had
nothing to defend himself with but a sponye¥oreover, he believed that women are not
gualified to take part in the process of decisicaking. The latter used to be the onus of
men since earlier centuries. The first woman talelcabinet ministerial position in the
Conservative Party was Florence Horsburgh who wagoiated as a Minister of
Educatiofi. Furthermore, he appointed Pat Hornby-Smith (19485) as a Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Health. She was onangxe of those women who were
marginalized and humiliated by male ministers. altbh being appointed by Churchill,

she was forced to resign in 1953 because he ditikedter political work’

Despite their limited entry to politics, women hiheir own organizations within the
Conservative Party. As examples, The Women’s Natidwvisory Committee (WNAC)
under the leadership of Evelyn Emmet (1951-195h¢ Housewife League (HL) and The

Married Women’s Association (MWA) The most primary and prominent organization

! Haessly,55.

2 Joni Luvenduski, Pippa Norris and Catriona Burné3$ie Conservative Party and Women” e
Conservative Century: Conservative Party since 1@@0 Anthoney Seldon and Stuart Ball (Oxford: @dfo
University Press, 1994),626

% For more details about the list of women MPs dyrivinston Churchill's two administrations, see
APPENDIX C, P.263.

* Empowering Women for Stronger Political Parties: Guidebook to Promote Women's Political
Participation (National Democratic Institute for Internationafféirs, 2012

®> BrookesWomen at Wenstminsf2g

® Haessly, 199.

" G.E.Maguire Conservative Womerl71

8 Haessly ., 37-39
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was the WNAC. It aimed at encouraging women’s inléhe party and it was concerned
with the female recruitment in the party. The Hou$e League and the Married Women'’s

Association were not parliamentary bodies but thieye local ones.

What characterized the membership of the commwtige that all its members were
women. The different roles it played mirrored threehiallengeable female commitment to
the issues of the Conservative Party led by a idamneover, they increased their influence
in the party although they were still undergoinge tHpolitical nightmare”*
underrepresentation. What triggered the impossitli avoiding male-female disparity in
politics, the Conservative Party as an example, tlvasbelief in the male superiority as
political participants. “Women were not as welltsdito represent the party in Parliament

as were merf’

Those female members of the WNAC had their owrceffiwithin the Party. Their
political commitment was contingent on deliveringeeches about women issues,
organizing meetings and national conferences atdhjects going in tandem with women
interests®. It is focal to point out that women were ceasslestriving for power in the
“mixed-sex politics”. Being an MP or a member in arganization is the dawn of

acquiring this political power.

Although women were accepted as MPs in the Pdmgy, €ndured limited chances to
be politically welcomed. Even the roles they playezte minor than of men. They served
as event planners, hostesses for parties or sipgdtteir husbands if they are MPs.
Whenever trying to run for an important positiortie party, women were opposed by the
male members in the party because all the leadeteeoConservative Party shared a
common view of the traditional role of women in theme and , above all, even the

Conservative party from its early establishment wégmily-oriented Party®.

The Conservative Party members glorified the rolv@men in the house and placed
much focus on the marital and the mother role enfémily. For this reason, the number of

! My own used concept.

2 Elizabeth VallanceWomen in the House: A Study of Women Members diaP@nt (London: UNKNO
1979), 9

% Haessly,39.

* Haessly,50.

® Haessly,50.
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women in the Party was very limited. It was bel@veat if billions of opportunities were
granted to women to become MPs, families would estrdcted and the only victims
would be children. In fine, after WWII, the Labowomen were repeatedly more than the
Conservative Women. When Churchill marched fromceffin 1955, other three male
conservative Prime Ministers (Anthoney Edemarold Macmillan and Alec Douglass
Home) would govern. Each one of them had his owitudes towards the female

increased admission into the House of Commons.

2.3.2.3. Women of The Conservative Party (1955-1964

Women, being MPs in the Conservative Party, wetied&Tory Women®. Their
representation in the party and their endeavoummamtain their political identities had
garnered much attention in twentieth century Bmitalhe inclusion-exclusion paradox
overshadowed the female status in the party. Desfglite golden principle of
“Conservatism?® for the Tories, the mixed-sex politics welcomedrenwomen MPs in the
cabinets of Anthony Eden (1955-1957), Harold Matanmil (1957-1963) and Alec
Douglass-Home (1963-1964). They did not guararttee parliamentary rule overnight,
but their crowning achievements as Prime Ministeest in tandem with the outcome of
the two general elections in England: 1955 and 19B8%e results of the two elections and
the seats won for the three main political partieEngland are mentioned in the following
table.

! Sir Robert Anthony Eden (1897-1977) was a Consie@rime Minister who served from 1955-19%5it.
Anthony Eden carved out a career in the Foreignc®ffserving as Foreign Secretary 3 times during
important periods in the Second World War and theldCWar. “Sir Anthony Eden”,GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisiers/anthony-edef\ccessed May15,2022)

2 Berthezéne and Gottlieb, “Considering Consereatilomen in the Gendering of Modern British Politics
189

% Anna Gwiazda, “Analysing the “What” and “When” Women’s Substantive Representation: The Role of
Right-Wing Populist Party IdeologyEast European Politic¥ol37,n°042021):684.
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Table 2.3.: The 1955 and 1959 General Elections Réts Summary

The 1955 General Election Results
The Conservative| The Labour Party | The Liberal
Party Democrats
Candidates 509 510 95
Votes (millions) 11.17 10.36 0.57
Share of the Vote| 50.4 46.8 2.6
(%)
Seats Won 293 216 2
The 1959 General Election Results
The Conservative| The Labour Party | The Liberal
Party Democrats
Candidates 509 511 191
Votes (millions) 11.56 10.09 1.45
Share of the Vote| 50 43.6 6.3
(%)
Seats Won 315 193 3

Source:Peeling and Cracknell, 21-22

The General Election of 1955 was held on May 261%5was a snap election after
the retirement of Winston Churchill on April4, 195Bhe Tories manifesto stated “United
for Peace and Progressinthony Eden called for an election and led thesgovatives to
their second successive victory. His administrati@as short lived lasting from 1955 to
1957. It was pointed out that the Conservative yRalthough strongly tied with the
traditional role of women, attracted more womendidates. As previously mentioned,
women tended to support the Conservative Partyttagimilar positive attitudes towards
the Tories persisted in the 1955 election in wtseko of women voted for the victory of
Anthony Eden where as only 47% of men electosligported the Tories.

Most importantly, women kept supporting the TorytlPaover the Labour Party
because they believed the Conservative Policiesvémnen would be impactful. Although
the number of women appointees remained low if cmexgb to the Labour women, the
prosperity brought to women due to Conservativecigs was the most important thing
rather than the increased political admission. d@leetion of 1955 resulted in the election
of 10 women MPs. Among them: Evelyn Emmet (1899@)980an Vickers (1907-1994)

1426 May 1955”,Politics 97https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/backmd/pastelec/ge55.shtml
(Accessed May27,2021)
% G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl 21.
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and Patricia Hornsby-Smith. The latter used to heéVi® during the term of Anthony’s
predecessor. She kept her post in the Ministry e&lth. Edith Pitt (1906-1966) was
another eminent female figure in the House of Comsn&he served as Parliamentary
Secretary at the Ministry of Pensions and Natidnalrance. Last but not least, Mervyn
Pike (1918-2004) was a female MP that mirroredgbeer of a woman in politics. She
was appointed by Anthony in 1956 to replace a nraleeign Minister Anthony Nutting
(1945-1956).

Anthoney Eden, unlike his Conservative predecessensouraged the female
political advancement through granting them mimiatgositions.
Anthony Eden was similarly willing to put womenpuositions of relative
importance, as under him, both Florence Horsbragi Patricia
Hornsby-Smith were given ministerial positions. N&meither reached
Cabinet rank under Eden, the fact that he put themsuch positions

indicates that he was more willing than were maingi® predecessors to
aid the advancement of women within the party

The next male Conservative Prime Minister was HakM&acmillan who would serve
from January 1957 to October 1963. He was appoiatede Minister after the resignation
of Anthony Eden. The 1959 General Election was leldThursday, October8, 1959. It
was an occasion when the conservatives had moreabi@ seats if compared to other
competing political parties. He was one of the RriMinisters who were electorally
supported by the majority of women voters. He woodyer realize an electoral victory
without the intervention of female voters. If omhen voted, Macmillan would never be a

Conservative PM.

Concerning the female parliamentary participatibming Macmillan yearsas a
Prime Minister, the number of women in parliamesthained low. It was pointed out that
Macmillan appointed only one woman for a very inipot post. He appointed Mervyn
Pike (1918-2004) as Parliamentary Private Secresirthe Home Office in 195%.In
1959, she became Assistant Postmaster Generabthd®l Under-Secretary at the Home

! Jean MannWomen in Parliamer{i.ondon :Odhams Press Limited,1962),42-43

%2 G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl21.

’ For more details about the women MPs serving inligraent during Harold Macmillan years, se
APPENDIX C, P263.

4 Mann,Women in Parliament42
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office in 1963'Furthermore, he kept the women MPs in their pasitithat were held
before him. He kept Patricia Hornsby-Smith (19188)9 Edith Pitt (1906-1966) and Lady
Tweedsmuir (1915-1978).

After the resignation of Patricia, he appointedthaowoman Margaret Thatcher to
serve as the Junior Pensions Minister in 1961. chsait proclaimed that despite the
limitation of the number of women in politics, ke need for them was unavoidable. She

stated “it was thought politically desirable toege up the number of women in the
Government®. Women were still representing a “minorityih Parliament if compared to
men. If opening the door to women and impedingrthai representation, so it is not a full

political participation. It was still partial de$pithe strides they made in politics.

During Harold Macmillan’s tenure, some women wethez sacked from power or
their political tasks being altered overnight tonor positions. This fact reflected the
humiliating way some women were treated in the “Mdfrouse” from time to time. To
exemplify, Mervyn Pike, already appointed as a &eacy in Home office, became an
under-secretary of State at Home Offfcgdith Pitt was another Macmillan’s victims.
Lady Tweedsmuir was also sacked to leave the Hou€®mmons and became an under-
secretary in the Scottish officeBesides the disrespect to women’s political power,
Macmillan never granted women MPs an opportunitiidtdl a seat in his cabingThose
series of posts’ alterations took place in June21ld@ing the reshuffle known as “Knight

of the Long Knives™.

1 “Mervyn Pike and Joan Quennell’, December6,208tps://ukvote100.0rg/2021/12/06/mervyn-pike-and-
joan-quennell(Accessed December11,2021)

2 Crista Cowman, “The Political Autobiographies of

Early Women MPs, ¢.1918-1964" iThe Aftermath of Suffrage: Women, Gender and Bslith Britain
1918-1945ed. Julie V.Guttlieb and Richard Toye, (New YodPalgrave Macmillan,2013),211.

% Caitriona Beaumont “Women in Parliament from 1918-2020",2020https://www.bl.uk/womens-
rights/articles/women-in-parliament-1918-20Z2&cessed May29,2021)

4 G.E.Maguire Conservative Women173.

®> G.E.Maguire Conservative Womea 72.

® Bartley, Women’s Activism in Twentieth-Century Brital89.

" G.E.Maguire Conservative Womerl73

® The reshuffle known as “ Knight of the Long KniVesfers to dismissing seven cabinet ministers fiim
cabinet on July13,1962. “On this Day in 1962, Mdtamis Night of the Long Knives”’Bodleian Libraries
Blog, July13,2012 https://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/archivesandmanptsifi012/07/13/on-this-day-in-1962-
macmillans-night-of-the-long-knive¢Accessed April5,2022)
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After his sudden resignatibnMacmillan was succeeded Wtexander Frederick
Douglas-Home known allec-Douglass-Home. The latter served from Octab@83 to
October 1964. The general election of 1964 resuhed landslide for the Labour Party
under Harold Wilsohwhen women would be offered an opportunity tomete political
positions if compared to the political breakthroughthe Conservative Party. The
following table shows the number of women MPs ie tbonservative and the Labour
Party from (1950-1964)

Table 2.4.: The Elected Female Conservative and Labr MPs (1950-1964)

Conservative Labour
1950 06 14
1951 06 11
1955 10 14
1959 12 13
1964 11 18

Source “Statistics of Women in Parliament”, House of Goons Library, Factsheet M4 in Phd

Thesis by Haessly, 44.

In the light of the above-mentioned table, womethi Labour Party always outnumbered
their female Conservative counterparts. Whateveir tmumber, they were enduring

underrepresentation.

2.4. Women Still a Minority: From Harold Wilson to James Callaghan (1964-1979)

Alec-Douglass-Home was succeeded by Harold Wilad would serve as a
Labourist Prime Minister for two terms (1964-1978g was followed by Edward Heath
(1970-1974) who represented the political victofytlee Conservative Party from over
again. Last but not least, the last male Prime 8tamibefore Margaret Thatcher as the first
female Party leader was James Callajif2876-1979).The female political representation

remained low.

L “Home at the Top” , 201 Bttp:/Awwv.bbe.co.ukidemocracylive/24493%AE cessed May29,2021)

2 James Harold Wilson (1916-1995) wad.@bour Partyolitician who wagrime Ministerof theUnited
Kingdomfrom 1964 to 1970 and from 1974 to 1976. “Harold ils¢éh”, Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Harold-Wils&aron-Wilson-of-RievaulXAccessed May15,2022)
% James Callaghan (1912-2005) wie only 20th-century British Prime Minister toviesheld all 4 major
offices of state: Chancellor of the Exchequer, H@wgeretary, Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister. H
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2.4.1. Harold Wilson’s Maximization of Women’s Poliical Immersion (1964-1970/
1974-1976)

Harold Wilson became Prime Minister in 1964 brimggithe Labour Party into the
political scene again and guaranteed its retunmotitics as the leading one. Before 1964,
the Conservative Party enjoyed repeated electictdnies. The 1964 election was held on
October 15 in which the Labour Party won the méjoaf votes and seats defeating a
thirteen years of Conservative rule.

Table 2.5.: The 1964 General Election Results Sunary

Party Seats Votes Share% Candidates
Labour 317 12,205,814 44.1 628
Conservative | 304 12,001,396 43.4 630
Liberal 9 3,092,878 11.2 365

Source “1964 General Election Results Summarigttps://www.ukpolitical.info/1964.htm
(Accessed August 20, 2021)

Harold Wilson did not oppose the female admissmrparliamentary politics and

even did not prevent them from holding good mimiatgpositions. The election of 1964
resulted in electing 18 Labour women. Among themjormen were given good positions
in the House of Commorldt was the first time in the British history whémo women
joined a PM in his cabinet. His predecessors ireduohly one woman. Harold Wilson was
the first PM to appoint a couple of women into babinet. They were Barbara Castle
(1910-2002) and Judith Hart (1924-1991). Furtheenbe awarded plenty of women as
ministers in different departments and in the Hoofseords. Barbara Castle was granted
a golden opportunity to hold four high minister@dsitions. “Altogether Barbara Castle
held four posts in the Wilson governments: MinistérOverseas Development (1964-
1965), Minister of Transport (1965-1968), Secretdrptate for Employment (1968-1970)
and Secretary of state for Social Services (1972619

served as Labour Prime Minister (1976-1979). “Ja@&itaghan’ GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisiers/james-callaghgAccessed May15,2022)

! G.E.Maguire Conservative Womerl73

2 For more details about all women appointed toHbesse of Commons and Lords during Wilson's years,
seeAPPENDIX C, P 263 and APPENDIX E, PP./ 279-282

® Kate Law, “Labour Women in Power: Cabinet Ministan the 20th century — Dr. Paula Bartley” ,
March19,2019 https://womenshistorynetwork.org/labour-women-inwgo-cabinet-ministers-in-the-20th-
century-dr-paula-bartley{Accessed September24,2021)
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On March, 31, 1966, a snap-election took placeoldawilson went for another
election to increase the membership in the LabawtyRn parliament. The latter realized a
landslide victory for the second time due to theréased female electoral support. “in
1966, for the first time, obtained a majority oetfemale vote® Most importantly, the
increased support for women in parliament by theous governments pushed women
voters to shift their electoral support to the Lab®arty rather than the Conservative. In

the 1960’s, women tended to support the Labourists.

Although the Labour party increased the female nesibp after the Second World
War, but the number of women MPs was always lowcompared to their male
counterparts. In her PhD Thesis, entitled “Britidbnservative women MPs and ‘women's
issues'1950-1979” (2010), submitted in the Univgrsf Nottingham, Katie Haessly listed
the reasons that led to the rise in the number @han in the Labour Party. She stated
“There are several factors which contributed ts thcrease, including a more welcoming
electorate, more viable candidates and simply mwe@men putting themselves

n2

forward”“.Although political parity had not been realizedabbur women started to

achieve high ministerial positions during Wilsoraye

During his second term (1974-1976), Harold Wils@pa@nted more women to
ministerial positions. The election of 1974 hadnumlated in the selection of 138 women
candidates. Among them, only 27 women in the Hmiséommons were elected. 18 for
the Labour Party, 7 were conservatives plus 2 fbemparties. Wilson appointed Judith
Hart as Paymaster-General. It was the first timthepolitical history of Britain that this

post of paymaster General was ceded to a woman.

This portrayed the fact that although women weitewstderrepresented in Wilson’s
cabinet and in parliament, but this minority stdrggetting positions never granted before
to women. Although partially immersed in politiceut gaining a kind of political
emancipation for those women MPs. She assumedje @rmpolitical responsibilities. Kate

Law stated in details those political tasks assigoeHart:

! Amy Black and Stephen Brooke, “The Labour Partgritén and the Problem of Gender, 1951-1968'S
Journal of British Studie¥ol 36,n0.4(January 2014):419

2 Haessly, 227

* G.E.Maguire Conservative Womenl 64
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[Judith Hart] was not given a department to maragehad a ‘rag-bag of
responsibilities’: to oversee government policy; hadge the ever-
widening gap between Parliament and the electdnataaking politics

attractive; to supervise the devolution of powersstotland and Wales;
to be a ‘mini-Minister of Youth’ by appealing to yog people; and lastly
to promote the equality of womkn

The third woman to be appointed by Harold Wilsorsv&hirley Williams (1930-
2021F. She served as Secretary of State for Prices ams$utner Protectidn She was
described in an Americaifime Magazine as “the most brilliant woman in British
Politics™ One of other women who hold greater positionsrduwilson years was Mercia
Williams known as Mercia Falkender (1932-2019) vwgeoved as his political Secretary
(1956-1983) and his advisor even before being arr.MRie to the immense support
Mercia Falkender offered to Wilson as a Prime Marmisit was referred to her as Wilson’s

“right-hand woman®

Additionally, since Harold was a Labour leader, so@onservative women used to
be political participants during Edward Heath’sridpst their positions on the one hand. It
was estimated that during the second term of theolualeased Harold Wilson, nine
Conservative Women MPs lost their positions orgmsil. This lead to a very constrained
number of four women representatives 8n®ne of those female MPs losing her seat was
Peggy Fenner . The latter did not lose her seavé but she was given an opportunity to
return back to parliament in 1979. On the otherdhdmere were conservative women MPs
who kept holding power even during a Labour adnaigon like Lynda Chalker (Born
19425 .

! Paula Bartley, Labour Women in Power: Cabinet Ministers in the H20tentury (Palgrave
Macmillan,2019),219

2 Her full name is Shirley Vivian Teresa Brittainia. Bartley,Labour Women in PoweR49.

% Bartley,Labour Women in Powe249

“Bartley,Labour Women in Powe?,73

® Georgia Aspinall, “Marcia Williams, Right-Hand Wam Of Harold Wilson And Surprising Star Of The
Crown”, November18,2019 https://graziadaily.co.uk/life/tv-and-film/marciailiams/ (Accessed
July21,2021 )

® Jamie Dowarg“Lady Falkender, Harold Wilson's Right-hand Womaiesiaged 86” The Observer,
February 16, 2018ttps://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/1@jlefalkender-harold-wilsons-
righthand-woman-dies-aged-8@\ccessed July21,2021)

"Haessly.,62.

8 Haessly,62

*“Former Women Members of the House of Commons byyPa
http://www.qub.ac.uk/cawp/Observatory%20docs/ MP828220by%20party.do@Accessed
August21,2021)
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By the end of his second term (1974-1976), Harolds&¥ was succeeded by
another Labour Prime Minister James Callaghan (119/&). It is important to mention
that Harold Wilson did not serve as Prime Ministeccessively but his first term was
followed by a term served by the Conservative EdwAichard George Heath (1916-
2005). He would serve as the leader of the Conseev®arty and Conservative Prime
Minister from 1970-1974.

2.4.2. Edward Heath Welcoming More Women Into the lduse of Commons (1970-
1974

Edward Heathbecame Prime Minister in the light of an “unexpecvictory’ he
achieved in the General Election of 1970. The fattes held on Thursday, Junel8, 1970.
The Results showed and confirmed the victory ofthlend the Conservative Party in
parliament through enjoying the majority of winnakkats. The number of electors, in this
election, increased due to the enactment of TheeReptation of the People Act of 1969
which received a royal assent on Aprill7,1969.olvéred the voting age for men and
women from 21 to 18 The Act stated:

For purposes of the Representation of the Peopte[869] a person
shall be of voting age if he is of the age of edgint years or over; and, if
otherwise qualified, a person who is of voting agethe date of the poll
at a parliamentary or local government electionldba entitled to vote
as an elector, whether or not he is of voting agéhe qualifying daté.

! Edward Heath (1916-2003)eath served in the Second World War, reachingrémk of Lieutenant
Colonel before briefly enterinthe Civil Service. He was elected to Parliament®0 and rose rapidly to
become Government Chief Whip Amthony EdenHe was elected leader of the Conservative Partpéb.
Heath won the 1970 election, and served his omiy #&s Prime Minister (1970-1974). “Sir Edward Héath
GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisiers/edward-heathccessed
May15,2022)

241970 : Shock Election Win for HeathQn this Day 1950-200BBC NEWS
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories]l9/newsid_3829000/3829819.s{ccessed August
20,2021)

% The UK was the first country in the world that kened the franchise age to 18. Tom Loughran, Andy
Mycock and Jon Tonge , “Lowering the Voting Ager@d Lessons from the 1969 Representation of the
People Act”LSE British Politics and PolicyNovember3,2021
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/lessorm¥-the-1969-representation-of-the-peoples-gattessed
May3,2022)

* “Representation of the People Act 1969”, Chapter Rarliamentary Archives, HL/PO/PU/1/1969/c15
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Table 2.6: Thel970General Election Results Summary

Conservative Party | Labour Party Liberal Democrats
Candidates 510 511 282
Votes (Millions) | 11.28 10.13 1.85
Share of Vote (%) | 48.3 43.4 7.9
Seats Won 292 216 2

Source Pelling and Cracknell, 20-21

As far as Edward Heath’s attitudes towards womepnirtics was concerned, he was
not against appointing and welcoming women in parént , but still the hurdle of women
minority in politics overshadowed their politicapresentation. He was not against the
female political integration In his speech delivered in 1969 in Brighton, herified the
role of women in society. He stated “women haveist and equal place in our society
today”? From 1979-1974, 14 Conservative women served as iMRhe Common$He
set up the Cripps Committee concerned with invasitig discrimination against women
and the disabilities encountered by women. The Civi@e in turn, would suggest

remedies.

Lady Tweedsmuir was one of those women who werdigaily active during
Heath’s term. She was appointed by him in 1972eives as Minister of State for the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (1972-1974bove all, Edward Heath glorified the
idea of including female MPs into politics beliegithat they would successfully achieve a
fruitful political intervention. Peggy Fenner (192R14), additionally, remained one of the
influential political figures during Heath’s terrReggy Fenner served as a Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheriaad Food. Moreover, Betty Harvie
Anderson (1913-1979) was appointed by Heath asirdstevoman Deputy Speaker in the
House of Commons. She served from 1979-1973. “8hbarbe the first and so far the only

! Haessly,61.

2 “Leaders’ Speech, Brighton 1969: Edward ", BritRblitical Speech, Speech Archive
http://www.britishpoliticalspeech.org/speech-arehitm?speech=11@ccessed May3,2022)

% G.E.Maguire Conservative Womert, 73

4 “Women in the House of Commonsittp://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/M04C.{éccessed
August20,2021)
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woman to sit in the Speaker’s chair. She did thegompetently and with characteristic

lack of fuss®

Melanie Phillips (1980) emphasized the idea thav&d Heath expressed positive
attitudes towards the positive role women could phapolitics and he believed that since
women and men are different, women could politicaitervene differently than men. In
this case, the amalgam of male and female effartsolitics could contribute and open
new horizon for a successful gendered politicerinewed by Phillips, Heath stated that
“l[Edward Heath] have seen it so often: women onamlvisory committees, for instance,
coming up with ideas and approaches which appgrdr@le never occurred to men,
contributions which made you look at the whole ghagain®. He broke with the unjust
traditions of domesticity that glorified the roleawoman only in the house.

Another female figure in Heath’s cabinet was Maegdrhatcher. She did not solely
enjoy a good and high ministerial position in Héatbabinet as Secretary of state for
education (1970-1972%)Although Heath had politically supported womereit number in
parliament was still limited. Thatcher pointed ¢hat “that it was not easy for women in
politics at the time, ‘I Margaret Thatcher] think would be extremely difficult for a
woman to make it to the top...I have always takenwiew that to get to the very top one
has to have experiende” Thatcher’s political integration did not stairsfly in 1970, it
dated back to 1959.

The power of Thatcher as a woman strengthened deomly to be in a man’s
cabinet as MP, but she started challenging Heaén presiding the Conservative Party

believing that women had to be fully admitted ipwlitics not as Members in a party but

! Cathy HartleyA Historical Dictionary of British Wome(London: Europa Publications Tylor and Francis
Group, 1983),208.

2 Melanie Phillips;The Divided House: Women at Westmingtendon:Sidgwick & Jacksor1980),155

® “Margaret Thatcher and Conservative Politics ingland”, Constitutional Rights Foundation
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/gates/Margaréiat€her.pd{Accessed August 211,2021)

4 Margaret ThatchePath to PowelLondon: Harper Collins, 1995), 261-262.

®> Margaret Thatcher firstly ran for Parliament regenating the Constitency of Finchley in 1959 in whihe
won the seat. “Margaret ThatcherHistory.com November9,2009, Updated Novemberl2,2020)
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/margt-thatche(Accessed May2,2022)
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as party leaders. She claims “In politics, if yoanvanything said, ask a man. If you want

anything done, ask a woman”

The Conservative leader Edward Heath’s cabinet esgad a rarity of female
integration despite the ministerial support of womand women’s rights. The
Conservatives were brought to their knees in 19Aén\being defeated again by Harold
Wilson to carry on his second term from 1974 to 69After the debacle of the
Conservatives in 1974, Harold Wilson was victoriagmin. He was succeeded by James
Callaghan in 1976.

2.4.3. James Callaghan’s Attitudes Towards Women iRolitics (1976-1979

After the resignation of Harold Wilson on Marchli®76, James Callaghan (1912-
2005) was elected Prime Minister who would sereenfrl976-1979 bringing the Labour
Party from over again into the political landscage.did not grant abundant opportunities
for women to reach high ministerial positions. Hp@inted women into parliament after

being elected, but only few of them accomplishelitipal privileges.

The female appointment was very limited during &gitlan’s tenure. In 1976,
Callaghan ousted Barbara Castle who served as t&gcmef State for Social Services
during his predecessor Harold Wilson’'s administrati Barbara Castle and James
Callaghan’s relation was not stable even beforecl@stion as PM. He considered her as
“old enemy®. This hostility had a negative impact on Castpétical destiny. He told her
that “she was too old and needed to stand aside for 5. James appointed Shirley
Williams to hold a couple of posts one after anntlshe served aSecretary of State for

! “Margaret Thatcher, 100 WomenEncyclopedia Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/explore/100women/prdfiteargaret-thatchgAccessed on August 21,2021)

2 Richard Johnson, “The Resilient Radicalism of Basb Castle”, Tribung October06,2021
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2021/10/the-resilient-catism-of-barbara-casti@ccessed March13,2022)

% Johnson, “The Resilient Radicalism of Barbara lgast
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Prices and Consumer Protection (1974-19%@Jretary of State for Education and Science
(1976-1979), and later as Pay Master General (1978)”.

The House of Commons was not the sole parliamemfaaynber that included men
and women. The House of Lords became also anutistitwhere women joined men.
Their presence in the House of Lords was a verficdlf step if compared to their
admission in the Commons. In 1918, women joined mahe House of Commons. Their
first admission in the House of Lords did not talkesce until 1958.

2.5. Women in the House of Lords (1958-1979)

Women could not stand as MPs in the House of Laiis1958. The
parliamentary reluctance to pave the way for threiolvement in the Upper House did
not arise from scratch. The Female involvementhm tower House (the House of
Commons) was perceived as enough to have a wdheiprocess of decision-making.
Their political engagement needed to be officiahe Tpeerage Act of 1958 was a
turning point in the female political history. Itas a new chapter in the history of

women'’s political experiences.
2.5.1. The Origin of Female Integration in the UppeHouse

The House of Lords was an institution where onlynrhereditary peers could stand.
Before 1958, women were not allowed to stand as lbeesnin the House. Several women
inherited the right to stand in the Lords throughariting the titles from their fathers or

husbands, but they were excluded and never grantednce to try to do that.

The Lord and the Liberal MP David Alfred Thomas 1791918 was the first male
Lord who started demanding the parliamentary apgray accept his daughter Margaret

! A Pay Master General is a governmeniisterresponsibldor makingpaymentsby
governmentepartments‘Pay Master GeneralCollins Dictionary
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/endiipaymaster-generéhccessed March13,2022)

2 David Alfred Thomas (1856-1918) served as MinisteFood in June 1917. He held the post until leiatd
on 3rd July, 1918. His peerage passed, by spemiahinder, to his daughtafiscountess RhondddDavid
Alfred Thomas”, Spartacus Educational https://spartacus-educational.com/PRrhondda.l{acessed
May15,20222)
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Haig Thomas (1883-1958) to inherit his title aftes death as an MP in the House of
Lords since he had no sons. In this vein, it shdn@dgointed out that the House of Lords
was a hereditary body prior to 1958. The titleslddae inherited after the death or the
resignation of a given male MP. Margaret used t@me of the militant suffragettes who
campaigned violently for the right to vote (suffedgTo strengthen her claim for inheriting
her father’'s seat in the Lords, Margaret Thomassmnas Lady Rhondda established a
feminist organization called the “Six Point Grolipdn February21, 1921 and she set up a

weekly feministMagazineentitledTime and Tidé.

After her father’s death in 1918, Margaret Thomtasted campaigning and claiming
for inheriting her father’s seat referring her dexhao the Sex Disqualification Act (1919)
stating that any person would never be preventegraxtice any kind of function

regardless his/her sex. Section 1 of the Act stated

A person shall not be disqualified by sex or mgei&rom the exercise of
any public function, or from being appointed tohmiding any civil or
judicial office or post, or from entering or assaguior carrying on any
civil profession or vocation, or for admission toyancorporated society
(whether incorporated by Royal Charter or otheryyiaad a person shall
not be exempted by sex or marriage from the lighiti serve as a jurdr

She believed that gender would never be a huraievibuld hamper any woman to hold
any kind of work. Her case, brought to the Uppeusty was presented to the Committee

for Privileges in 1922. She became known as “Rhar@ase®.

! The Six-Point Group was a feminist organizatioat thimed at campaigning for equal rights for women.
The six points campaigned for were: Satisfactogyslation on child assault, Satisfactory legislatfor the
widowed mother, Satisfactory legislation for themarried mother and her child, Equal rights of
guardianship for married parents, Equal pay fochiees and Equal opportunities for men and womethen
civil service. Erika Rackley and Rosemary Auchmti@entenary of the Six-Point GroupThe Law Society:
GazetteJune21,2021 https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/women-in-the-law/ceatey-of-the-six-point-
group/5108893.articlAccessed March22,2022)

2“Women and the House of Lords”, UK Parliaméttps://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/wonweyoverview/womenthelord#ccessed

March13,2022)

% “The Sex Disqualification(Removal) Act 1919 UK Public General Acts1919c. 71 (Regnal.
9 and 10 _Geo 5) Section 1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/9-10/&tkon/1 (Accessed
May3,2022)

4 “Women and the House of Lords".
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Rhonda Case was firstly heard in 1922, but quioklgosed and rejected by the male
anti-suffragist and the anti-femintdtord Chancellor Frederick Edwin Smith (1919-1922)
known in the House of Lords as Lord Birkenhead fits¢ earl of Birkenhead (1872-1930).
Known as “No friend for women®he was strongly against the female admission into
politics, let alone admitting them in the Upper ldeuHe did not oppose her claim for
granted, but he believed that the House should iremamale-led without any female
intervention. He confessed in 1924: “l[Lord Birkeatd] spent many years of my life in
attempting to prevent any woman getting into theis¢éoof Commons and if | could drive
them out today | should certainly do it. | am dattto say that I, and | alone, have kept

them out of the House of Lords”

Unlike the female political admission into the Heusf Commons, women’s
integration into the House of Lords was not easye Tirst female attempt to join men in
the Upper House was bitterly opposed. Women’s astein the Lords membership,
represented by Rhondda, required a lengthy peoitd taccomplished. By the same token,
the female vehement desire to join men in the Upyweise mirrored the female political
power in the “Men’s House” and most significantigflected their self-confidence in their
ability to be political participants. The early j@mentary onslaught on Rhonda’s

suggestion did not impede the female continued demo sit in the Lords.
2.5.2. Private Bills and Petitions

Granting women a chance to stand in the House mdd was a tough and a lengthy
process. From 1924 until 1928, several bills wateoduced to the House in an attempt to
open the doors of the Upper House to women as iv@nggeers, but in vain. Besides bills,
petitions were also another tactic to make fromfémeale membership in the Upper House
a reality. The male support played a pivotal rolsiding with women to reach the second
chamber. Lord Waldorf Astor (1910-1919), the husbanh the first woman MP in the

! Lizzie B, “Why I'm on Team Rhondda?'Women Who Meant Business: Laws and Policies Wonmkthe
House of Lords,Novemberl9,2020https://womenwhomeantbusiness.com/2020/11/19/whgream-
rhondda/{Accessed May 3,2022)

2 Rosemary AuchmutyGreat Debates in Gender and Lgondon : Palgrave Macmillan Publishers Ltd,
2018), 177

3 Lizzie.
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British politics Nancy Astor taking her seat in 89introduced three bills in 1920’s to
allow peeresses in “their own right” to stand ie tHouse of Lords, but all of them were
defeated' Through those bills, he wanted to allow women éseive titles through

inheritance whether from their husbands or fathers.

A pressure group led by the English lawyer Edwand (1904-1966) collected
50.000 signatureS in 1948 that revealed the female quest for theligmaentary
participation in the House of Lords. It was pointaat that the first petition was never
presented to parliamehBy the same token, another petition was introduoetthe Lords
on March2, 1948.

One of the signatures in the second petition wasotie of Lady Rhondda, the first
woman who started fighting for the female politidatmal engagement in the Upper
House. One year later, the Lords voted for adngttimomen into the House. On
December5, 1957, A Life Peerages Bill was introduead finally accepted by Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan. An amendment was sugegedor this bill to exclude women

from the House of Lords and never acquaint therh @it opportunity to stand there. The

amendment was not accepted. It was defdayeti34 votes to 30"

The petitions played a focal role in guaranteelmg female political admission into
the Upper House. They represented the female ypesitdg attempts to keep wooing the
male Lords to officially welcome them in the Houdéhose presented petitions were

fruitful to the extent they brought a result. Wanveere finally accepted as life peeresses.
2.5.3. The Dawn of Women’s Membership 1958

Before 1958, The House of Lords was reserved far ordy. They were hereditary

peers. The parliamentary enactment of the Life &pex Act in 1958 represented a

! G.E.Maguire Conservative Womert,66.

Z“Women and the House of Lords”

¥ “Women and the House of Lords”

4 “ife Peerages Act 1958”, UK Parliament, (202@ps://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseoflords/parksmacts/overview/lifepeeragesa@ccessed
March14,2022)
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watershed in the female political trends. Until 89%vomen could sit in the House of
Lords although they started joining men in the Hoe$ Commons earlier in 1918. On
April2, 1958, the Act reached its third readingtfie Commons by 292 votes to 24The

act, in turn, allowed women to stand in the Hoakéords as life peers. It means that
their title would never be inherited after theisighation or death by their children (from
parents to children). Finally, on April30, 1958¢tBill received the Royal Assent. The nub
of the Act was pertinent with granting life peeragemen and women. Chapter 21 of the
Act confirmed the fact that women were finally deeld life peers in the House of Lords.
It stated “An Act to make provision for the creatiof life peerages carrying the right to sit
and vote in the House of Lords... A life peerage fishferred under this section on a

woman’®

The first women admitted to the House of Lordststhto get their seats in October
1958. The first 1Amale and female Life peers were firstly appointedhe House on
July24, among them fotiwvomen namely Barbara Woottb(1897-1988), Stella Isaacs
(1894-1971), Katherine Eliot (1903-1994) and Iréberzon(1896-1966). The 1958 Act
opened new horizons for more women to be appoibjethe Prime Ministers to stand in
the Lords. It was estimated that 225 women Liferpagere selected to stand in the
Lords®’. Barones$Eliot celebrated the female political successtéme in the House of

Lords for the first time in the British History. lmer maiden speech delivered on November

! “Life Peerages Act 1958,

241958 Life Peerage Act” Parliamentary Archives G&L, HL C1293-2019
https://archives.parliament.uk/collections/getred@B61 HL (Accessed May3,2022)

3 «Life Peerages Act: First Women Life Peer§he History of Parliamentiuly24,2018
https://thehistoryofparliament.wordpress.com/20T88/life-peerages-act-1958-first-women-life-peers/
(Accessed March14,2022)

“ Robert Rogerrder! Order: A Parliamentary Miscellanft.ondon: JR Books Ltd,2009)

® She was the first woman to be appointed into thesd of Lords on August 8, 1958. “Barbara Frances
Wootton (1897-1988", UK Parliament (2022) https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseoflords/houséas-reform/overview/first-life-peers/barbaraafrces-
wootton/(Accessed May3,2022)

® Russel Taylor, “Lords Membership: How Many Womeav Sat in the Lords?”, House of Lords Library,
UK Parliament, February22,2021 https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/research-brigffln-2018-0014/
(Accessed March22,2022)

’ For more details about the list of women in thaistof Lords, seAPPENDIX E, P 269.

® The word “baroness” refers to the wife or the widof a baron. Politically, it refers t@ woman holding
the rank of baron either as a life peerage or asraditary rank. “BaronessEncyclopedia.con{2019)
https://www.google.com/search?q=definition+of+bass&og=definition+of+baroness&ags=chrome..69i57
.4961j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8Accessed March22,2022)
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4, 1958, she stated “Probably this is the firstagsaan in 900 years that the voice of a

woman has been heard in the deliberations of hisselb

Since women MPs in the House of Commons were elezaeh general election,
the ones admitted to the House of Lords were apgainy the Monarch after being chosen
by Prime Minister because he/ she knew the capiabilbf each member. Even the PM did
not appoint them overnight, there were pre-appaantsteps. First and foremost, the
ministers were nominated by political parties amgraved by the PM. It is of great
importance to note that any member, women as exampthe House of Lords had only
one occasion to be appointed. It means that, hédweat be appointed from over again if

leaving his sedt.

Like the House of Commons, the House of Lords wasther chamber where
women were subjected to political underrepresemtatand marginalization. Men
outnumbered women and men received life peerages than women.The following
table illustrates life peerages granted to men wandchen in the House of Lords from

Harold Macmillan to James Callaghan.

Table 2.7. : Life Peerage Creations (1958-1979)

Prime Minister Total Of which Women Percentage of Women
Harold Macmillan 47 7 15%
Alec Douglas Home 16 2 12%
Harold Wilson 135 14 10%
Edward Heath 45 8 18%
Harold Wilson 80 11 14%
James Callaghan 58 5 9%

Source Haves.

L L.C. Dickinson and M.B. Foster, “Viscountess Rhdad Women and the House of Lords: Achieving
Equality for Women in the House of Lords”, Parlemtary Art Collection WOA 2945 ;| August 1958 , 05
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documenttifyaentary-
archives/Viscountess_Rhondda_Women_House of Laifigdgecessed March22,2022)

2 Sonali Campion, Sean Kippin and The Democratic iAliéam, “How Undemocratic Is the House of
Lords?”, 183, http://the-uks-changing-democracyehdpter-44-how-undemocratic-is-the-house-of-
lords.pdf (Accessed March23,2022)

® Emily Haves, “Representation of Women in the Hoo$e ords”, House of Lords Library, (February
24,2021) https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/representatidrs@men-in-the-house-of-lords/ (Accessed
March14,2022)
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Since 1958, all the male Prime Ministers (1958-)%{$pointed women to the House
of Lords in different proportions depending on the@rsonal attitudes towards the female
political presence in the Lords. Harold Wilson wRisme Minister who appointed the
largest number of women in the Lords. He appoidi#dvomen who represented 10% of
the whole number of the LordsAdditionally, Alec Douglas-Home shared different
political views concerning women in the Lords. Hgpainted the lowest number of

Women. Only two women were appointed.

Welcoming women in the second political Chambethefbicameral parliament was
one of the crowning achievements in the female tipali history. This political
breakthrough was not achieved overnight; it was dloécome of women’s ceaseless
demand of their political emancipation. Incorpargtithe female touch into the already
male-led House of Lords contributed to a dividedveoand a divided gender authority.
Women life peers shifted from “power seekers in ltheds” into “power practitioners in
the Lords”; an achievement that cemented theitipalipride. The political extensions for

women in the Upper House remained in practice #fiel958 Act.

2.5.4. Women: From Life Peeresses to Hereditary Pexsses (1963)

In 1963, things took another turn. The Peeragewead enacted on July31, 1963. It
was one of the parliamentary reforms in the Hoddeoads. It allowed the hereditary peers
to get rid of the titles for life any time they wead without being obliged to remain an MP
in the House of Lords until death. Most importantly extended the parliamentary
existence of women in the House. It stated thenevomen hereditary peémould be
MPs in this House. It means that their title wobédinherited after their death by their sons

or daughters. It was enacted on July31, 1963. $tmvantioned in Section 1 of the Act:

! Haves, “Representation of Women in the House ofl&b

2 Haves, “Representation of Women in the House ofi&b

% The term ‘peer’ emerged by the 15th century temés the Lords Temporal, who had by this time fedm
five ranks — Baron, Viscount, Earl, Marquess an&é&uThe House of Lords Reform” presented to
Parliament by the Leader of the House of Commondds.and Privy Seal by Command of Her Majesty , The
Stationary Office , London , N° 7027, 2007, 10
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governfopidads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228891
27.pdf(Accessed March14,2022)
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An Act to authorise the disclaimer for life of cart hereditary peerages;
to include among the peers qualified to sit inkoeise of Lords all peers
in their own right in the peerages of England, Beat, Great Britain and
the United Kingdom...Subject to the provisions bfstsection, any
person who, after the commencement of this Act¢ceseds to a peerage
in the peerage of England, Scotland, Great Britainthe United
Kingdom may, by an instrument of disclaimer delagrto the Lord
Chancellor within the period prescribed by this Alisclaim that peerage
for his life*

It was pointed out that in 1963; the political elifyavas finally accomplished in the
House of Lord& But the number of women in the House remained fimm one PM’s
tenure into another if compared to their male cerparts. It could refer to the equality of
admission, but the equality of representation wilé is question. The first female
hereditary peers in the Lords were: the first hiaeg peeress to take her seat in the House
Baroness Strange of Knokin (born 1966) , Baronasiley Rosina Manawee (1911-1973),
Baroness Mona Eitzland-Howard (1894-1971) and Gmshbiana Hay (1926-1978)

Those women and others did not stand overnight, fin& step was appointment.

2.5.5. The Reasons behind Governmental Reluctance tWelcome Women in the

Upper House

The female involvement in the House of Lords walersgthy process. Although
there were several bills presented before 1958fetimale entry to the House of Lords was
in vain. The governmental repeated rejection tondpe House for women was triggered
by a number of reasons. Unlike the House of Commudnsh started to be opened for the
female representation in 1919, the House of Loetsained reserved for men only until
1958. Thus, women, after forty years serving inltbever House, were finally granted a

golden opportunity to join the male Lords in thealitical mission.

! “Peerage Act 1963, Legislation.Gov.UK, Open Gawaent Licence V30

Z Dickinson and Foster, 08

® The word “Countess “ refers the wife or widow of a count or earl. “Countess”
https://www.google.com/search?q=definition+of+c@sasi& og=definition+of+countess&ags=chrome..69i57j
0i51212j0i22i3017.4179j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTaAccessed March22,2022)

* Dickinson and Foster, 08.
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The most pivotal reason behind the late women’syetd the House was the
patriarchal nature of the male presence in the eloM®st male Lords refused to accept
women as MPs among them because they vehemenibyvéxatlthat the House of Lords
was firstly established by men and should remainagad by men only. In 1957, one year
before the female political admission into the Hoo$ Lords, one of the male Life Peers
in the Upper Housebacked up the reason behincetieated exclusion of women from the
Upper House. He told the Lords on October 31, 1957:

Women... are not suited to Politics, for the follogyireasons. They are
often moved by their hearts more than they arehleyr theads, and the
emotional urge which exist in a woman’s make-upsdbelp towards

good judgment.... Many of us do not want women is tHouse. We do

not want to sit beside them on the Benches, nav@lavant to meet them
in the Library. This is a House of men, a Houseafs. We do not wish

it to become a House of Lords and Ladies.

The male Lords believed that women had been alreanlychsafed several
opportunities to be rulers on the one hand. Orother hand, they had several ways to be
involved in the process of decision-making. The &ipHouse must be run by men only.
Even its name, it stated the House of Lords, netthuse of “ladies”. Women could stand
as Queens and MPs in the Lower House. The Uppesdishould not be feminized,; it
should remain a male-only sphere. Another male Béer in the House of Lords shared
the same view of the inevitability of excluding wemfrom the House. He stated in 1957

“If we will allow women into this House where withis emancipation end? ... | find that a

horrifying thought®

Besides the male reluctance to feminize the Hodskoals, the urgent need for
political reforms pushed the Lords accept admittimgmen making from the House of
Lords a mixed-sex body. Thus, the Act of 1958 dad shed light solely on admitting
women, but its second aim was to make from the Uppeuse “an effective and

representative”’one. As a result, women were easily welcomed & House of Lords.

! RogersOrder! Order: A Parliamentary Miscellany.

Z Dickinson and Foster, 10.

¥ Emily Haves, “Challenging for Equality in Parliamie How Women Won Their Place in the House of
Lords”, UK Parliament, March3,2021 https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/challenging-fequality-in-
parliament-how-women-won-their-place-in-the-hou$deads/ (Accessed March23,2022)
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Accepting women in the Upper House did not mean tha Lords finally agreed that
women were suited for politics. Women were acceptegoin the male peers just to

generalize the principle of representation.

2.6. Conclusion

Although women were proved eligible for politiceetr political admission remained
in question. It was concluded that the final dexisof either maximizing or minimizing
the female political involvement was put forwardthg male party leaders who worked on
making gender parity in politics an impossible naesto be realized. Women political
hard work persisted after the war and despite liadlenges and the barriers that impeded
their full political participation, women MPs prdydemerged on the political scenes
sharing the local management of England with mesteumthe umbrella of male political
patriarchy.

Add to this, the gender gap and the gender digpeeinained a defining feature of
gender politics after WWII in the House of Commamsl the House of Lords. The post
WWII era (1945-1979) witnessed radical changes as ds the female political
participation was concerned. Women desire for gepadtical parity was tremendous.
Whenever they realized a political breakthrougleytktarted working for other political
achievements. Despite their inclusion in the Hafs€ommons before WWII, they battled

for an extended political presence in the Housleoofls.

The cabinet ministerial positions granted to worappointees after WWII reflected
the seeds of the female successful involvemenhé male field. Gender disparity in
British politics was never a hint for the femaleakeess in politics. The sole trigger point
jeopardizing women’s political positions was thelendiscriminative procedures during
candidates’ selection. Between the dilemma of msajgort and opposition, women kept
being powerful, politically ready and strong to mamne the male discriminative treatment
in their “House”. From party members, a woman chMargaret Thatcher appeared on the
political scene as a party leader and a , aboya alloman Prime Minister. The following
chapter digs deep into throwing light on the goad ¢&he bad side of women’s political

participation among men.
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3.1. Introduction

Margaret Thatcher, dubbed “Iron Lady’was the first female Prime Minister in
Britain and the first female leader of the ConstveaParty. The latter used to be led by
men only before the coming of Thatcher. Her crognmolitical achievement represented
the female power and ability not solely to join merhe political contest, but successfully

a female leader of men.

As Prime Minister, she introduced radical changes she successfully spiced her
administration with a number of policies especiabonomic ones. Her policies and her
principles as a political leader were labeled asdt€herism”. Her successful incorporation
of economic and political reforms made of her aitpal trailblazer ever effectively
leading England to the path of prosperity. By taes token, she was one of the female
pioneers as a political leader. Her successfulsscte power as a PM changed the image
of women of politics. Women could not be only pantgmbers, but they could be also

political leaders breaking all the chains of huatibn and discrimination.

What seemed paradoxical was that although Primasknwas a woman, she did
not promote women increased entry to parliamenis dbes not mean that women were
deprived from climbing the ladder of political eggaent. During her premiership,
several women held positions never held by womdoree The same continued hurdle

was gender inequality in parliament.

This chapter aims at providing a detailed stutdylargaret Thatcher as a “woman”
in politics in an attempt to examine the femaleriol a male- dominated parliament on the
one hand. On the other hand, it attempts to se¢hehaomen were over-represented or
under-represented since Prime Minister was a woidditionally, the gist of this chapter

is to find out how she strengthened her relatioth vlier male and female colleagues to

! The nickname “Iron Lady” was firsly coined by tBeviet Journalist Yuri Gavrilov in 1976 in the Setv
Red Army’'s Red Star NewspaperHe likened Thatcher to the German’s “Iron Chéiock Otto Von
Bismarck for her staunch opposition to the Sovietdd and socialism. He firstly used the phraserfitady”
after reading one of her speeches delivered aghimsSoviet Union. Gavrilov stated in 1976 : “Sinemuldn't
use a male term to describe Margaret Thatcheplaced the word Chancellor with Lady. I'm proudttudse
two words and | meant no offence.'But | did have fikeling that the Soviet Union would soon facewgh
opponent”. Will Stewart , “Revealed: Red Army CaddivVvho Dubbed Maggie the Iron Lady ... and Changed
History”, Daily Mail , February 24,200%https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-438281/Raied-Red-
Army-colonel-dubbed-Maggie-Iron-Lady---changed-bigthtml (Accessed May6,2022)
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better understand the nature of gender relatiom®ih houses of parliament: the House of

Commons and the House of Lords.

3.2. Margaret Thatcher’s Early Political Trajectory (1950-1979)

In the light of the female political integrationdanepresentation under the umbrella
of formal political participation, the dawn of Tleaer’'s political career did not take place
firstly in 1979, but her inclination to be a patdi participant dated back to the pre-1979
era when she burst upon the political scene firstilyas a Prime Minister, but an MP only
in 1959. Her successful presence in parliamentdcookt be a reality without the male

support

3.2.1. Margaret Thatcher’s Biography

Margaret Thatcher (1925-2013) was born on Octol&r 11925, in Grantham,
England as Margaret Hilda Roberts. She was nickddiinen lady”. She was the second
daughtef of Alfred Roberts (1892—-1970) and Beatrice EthepSenson (1888-1960). Her
father was a grocer, local leader, preacher, alderamd town’s mayor. Her mother was a

homemaker and dressmaker.

Margaret Thatcher carried her education in a Granstiaool called Grantham Girls'
High School and was later accepted in Oxford UrsiNgr She specialized in chemistry at
Somerville College from 1943-1947. From Somervilae got her degree in 1947. After
her graduation, she started working as chemist Wtonite Plastic$, located at
Manningtree in Essex. Besides chemistry, she siutiiw and in 1954 she became a

barristef. As a barrister, she was specializing in Tax L.a8he married Denis Thatcher

! “Margaret Thatcher: A Biography” , Churchill Cajje Cambridge
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/collectionsithat-papers/thatcher-biograplfgccessed
November24,2021 )

2 Her only older sister is called Muriel. John Jamsewes, “Margaret Thatcher: British Prime Ministe
1979-1990",Thought.Ca May30,2019https://www.thoughtco.com/margaret-thatcher-biogsaB530565
(Accessed November24,2021 )

® David Cannadindylargaret Thatcher: A Life and Lega¢@xford: Oxford University Press,2017),09

4 Barrister is one of the two types of practicing/lm England and Wales, the other being the soliciin
general, barristers engage in advocacy (trial warlg solicitors in office work. “Barrister” , Thediors of
Encyclopedia Britannichttps://www.britannica.com/topic/barrist@kccessed November24,2021)

® “Margaret Thatcher: A Biography” , Churchill Cojje Cambridge
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/collectionsithat-papers/thatcher-biograplfgccessed
November24,2021)
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(1915-2003) in December 1951. Her husband had at giesitive impact on her political
breakthrough although he had no political ambitifanshimself

3.2.2. Margaret Thatcher’'s Pre- 1979 Political Forg

Margaret Thatcher’s involvement in politics was aatovernight decision, but it was
“a desire to be a politician” since her childhootien she was 13 years GléHer first
interaction with politicians took place when shesveachild. Her father used to accompany
her because he served also as a member of towniscitd She gained a political
experience due to her early relation with politits Oxford University, she was the first
one to preside over the Conservative Associatiorre/ter first political experience
originated.* In this association, she got in touch with thelargrominent Mps of the

Conservative Party.

Her first attempt to be engaged in parliament tptdce in 1950 when she was
selected as a candidate in the General Electid®%® but in vain. Her failure to be an MP
did not thwart her political enthusiasm. She beltkin herself to the extent of trying again
and again until the goal was fulfilled. She stat&djou may have to fight a battle more

than once to win it™

Until 1959, an opportunity was vouchsafed to hepdlgh winning a seat in the
House of Commons. She assumed a range of poliesplonsibilities. In 1961, she was
appointed by Prime Minister Harold Macmillan to\seas Parliamentary Secretary in the
Ministry of Pensions and National Insurance (19@&)-—-@&loreover, she was granted a
chance to be the chief opposition spokesman onagidnc(1969—-70) and as secretary
education and science (1970-74) in the Conservgbvernment of Edward Heath (1916-
2005) when the Conservatives realized a landslid®ry in the Election of 1970 In

1975, she became the leader of the Conservativg. FRur years later, she reached the

! Cannadine, 10.

2 Hugo Young, “Margaret Thatcher: Prime Minister hited Kingdom”, Britannica, October9,2021
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Margaret-T legc(Accessed November24,2021)

% “Margaret Thatcher Biography” , April 2,201#4ttps://www.biography.com/political-figure/margaret
thatcher(Accessed November23,2020 )

4 “Margaret Thatcher Biography”.

® “Margaret Thatcher Quotes"Goodreads, https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/24065-you-may-tiave
fight-a-battle-more-than-ond@ccessed May17,2022)

%Margaret Thatcher :Prime Minister of United Kingd® https://www.britannica.com/biography/Margaret-
Thatcher(Accessed November 23,2020 )
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zenith of her political involvement as a Prime Nier. Her premiership lasted 11 years

extending from May 1979 to November1990.

3.2.3. Male Familial Support to Margaret Thatcher

The support of her father and her husband playathbrole in Margaret Thatcher’s
increased thirst for political parliamentary invehaent. Her father Alfred Roberts was a
politician that is why he aroused in his daughter will to opt for political leadership. He
was elected to the town’s council in 1927 and treeskas Mayor from (1945-1946)

It was claimed that Alfred Robert wished to haveay besides his first daughter
Muriel, but destiny decided differently. Anotheruggter was born in 1925. He treated her
as his “son®. She endeavored and worked hard to strengtherpride in her. She
considered her father as her “role modeHe taught his daughter to work hard because
the latter is always a path to self-advancemener‘tapacity for hard work and little sleep

was legendary”

Furthermore, he aroused in her a high motivatiobeaeady for “public service”
Thus, the paternal support to Margaret Thatcherneapolitical, but a moral one. He was
a source of inspiration for his daughter and a @®wf knowledge required to become a
successful leader. Those golden principles leamninfher father persisted to become
political convictions overshadowing her adminigtrat In a self- confident way, she stated

“| am not a consensus politician. I'm a convictpmiitician." ®

Margert Thatcher’'s husband Denis Thatcher (1913p8&presented another source
of support. He was a model of an ideal husband kémb encouraging and supporting her
to fulfill her political ambition. Most important/yhe used to strengthen her political views.
Her marital status introduced a “new life” for hdwe to the emotional and the financial

! Dick Leonard, “Margaret Thatcher — Grocer’'s Dawghto Iron Lady” inA Century of Premiersed.
Dick Leonard (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)130

% Leonard, 301.

® Leonard, 301.

“Henry Chu and Patt Morrison, “Margaret ThatchersDi¢ 87: Britain’s First Female Prime Ministé&ds
Angeles Times April 8,2013 https://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-naeag-thatcher-20130409-
story.htm{Accessed November24,2021 ).

> Leonard,302.

® Britain’s Margaret Thatcher, in Her Own Word&euters April8,2013https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
britain-thatcher-quotes-idUSBRE9370L1201304B&cessed May17,2022)

126

r——
=



Margaret Thatcher: The First Woman Prime Chapter
Minister in British Politics (1979-1990) Three

support of Mr. Denis at the very beguiling of theiarital life®. “He remained a loyal and
supportive husband for the rest of his IlffeDenis himself glorified his wife and he was
always proud of her achievement as the first woeaer in Britain. He proudly and
happily proclaimed “I have been married to onehaf greatest women the world has ever
produced. All | could produce—small as it may be-swave and loyalty*

Besides being an ideal and supportive spouse, lealveays proud of her as a
political participant. Whenever he was involvedam interview, he always referred to his
wife as “a boss” Her successful political achievement could noabkieved without the
help of her husband. In her autobiography, sheendotvn “I could never have been Prime
Minister for more than 11 years without Denis by sige. He was a fund of shrewd advice
and penetrating comment ..... and he very sensiblgdsdliese for me rather than the

outside world.”™

Margaret Thatcher became a national celebrity #ttaacted the attention of male
MPs and even the citizens in England. In 1979 & the record of political competition
with male MPs emerging not as previously a parigdér only but Prime Minister
breaking the traditional burden of excluding wonieam high ministerial positions. She

was not only a leader over men , but “ she coulit been®

3.3. Margaret Thatcher As Prime Minister (1979-190)

Margaret Thatcher became the first leading Primeidtir in the twentieth century.
She served as the longest Prime Minister sinceattministration of the Conservative
Prime Minister Robert Banks Jenkinson (1812-182@)the nineteenth century and

! Cannadine, 11.
Z Leena Kim, “Margaret Thatcher's Husband Denis BlayKey Role in This Season of the Crowhwn
and Country Novemebr15,2020 https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/polia$1227978/denis-
thatcher-margaret-thatcher-husba(Aticessed November24,2021 )
i“Tributes to Baroness Thatcher”, House of Commdtmd560, April10,2013

Kim.
® Grant Rindner, “Who Was Margaret Thatcher's Hushabenis?”, Oprah Daily, November18, 2020
https://www.oprahdaily.com/entertainment/tv-movét509164/margaret-thatcher-husband-denis-thatcher/
(Accessed November24,2021)
® Chu and Morrison.
" Robert Banks Jenkinson (Earl of Liverpool) knowtlitimally as Lord Liverpool (1770-1828) served as a
British Prime Minister from (1812-1827) “Past Prifdénisters”, GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisiers/robert-banks-jenkinson-earl-of-liverpool
(Accessed November25,2021)
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Winston Churchill (1940-1945 and again 1951-19%5bhe twentieth century. Despite the

repeated defeats to become party members befo®& her hard work, par excellence, in

conducting the political tasks ceded to her contell to an unexpected political success.
Prime Minister David Cameron (2010-2016pmmented on Thatcher's political strides
she did as a “Woman” in politics. He, joyously,iolad “at a time when it was difficult for

a woman to become a Member of Parliament, almasiniceivable that one could lead the
Conservative Party and, by her own reckoning, allfuimpossible that a woman could

become Prime Minister, she did all thred”.

3.3.1. The General Election of 1979

Margaret Thatcher did not emerge as Prime Ministarnight, but her deserved
political breakthrough accomplished that year, wees outcome of voters’ choice. In the
parliamentary politics in England, the politicalrfyathat scored the great number of votes
and seats would be the victorious and the leadimeyin Parliament. The results of this
election owed Thatcher a good reputation of a pawaroman who strived and reaped the
fruits of her labour. Before the general electiéiMay 1979, a motion to move the ruling
Prime Minister, known as “A Vote of No Confidenée’was held on March28, 1979.

After the failure of Callaghan’s in the 1979 motican new government must be
formed. It would be done so only if a general etecivould be held. In British politics, a
general election did not take place only after dissolution of parliament. To meet this

! “Margaret Thatcher and Conservative Politics imglEand”,
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/gates/Margaréiat€her.pdf(Accessed November23,2020)

2 David Cameron (born in 1968)as Prime Minister from May 2010 until July 2016avid led a
Conservative and Liberal Democrat coalition govezntnfrom 2010 until 2015 and continued as Prime
Minister from May 2015 leading a Conservative gowveent. He was elected the Conservative MP for
Witney in West Oxfordshire in 2001. Before beingatéd as an MP, David worked for the Conservative
Party Research Department. He then worked as @a$péwiser in government, first to the Chancetibthe
Exchequer and then to the Home Secretary. “ The HRin David Cameron”, GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/david-camefaocessed May6,2022)

® Ben Griffin, “Thatcher and the Glass CeilingHistory of Government Blog May 7,2013
https://history.blog.gov.uk/2013/05/07/thatcher-dne-glass-ceiling(Accessed Novemeber28,2021)

* Ryan Fleming, “What if Callaghan Survived the 19v®tion of No-Confidence?”Never Was Blog
December19,2021tps://neverwasmag.com/2021/12/what-if-callaghamvised-the-1979-motion-of-no-
confidencefAccessed May6,2022)

® With the eruption of plenty of strikes against thevernment of Callaghan, a motion was urgently
organized to know the parliamentary views whe#tdr trusting the government of Callaghan or ribhe
results of the “the Vote of No-Confidence” showedtt311 of MPs declared that they “had no confiéénc
in the Labour government. 310 responded had camdielén the Labour government. Fleming, “What if
Callaghan Survived the 1979 Motion of No-Confide?ice
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end, parliament was dissolved on April7, 1979 argkaeral election was called in May
1979 for the sake of electing the members of thaddoof Commons. In May 3, 1979, a
general election was held in England. The Britisters voted for Margaret Thatcher as
Prime Minister and the leader of the ConservatiagyP(also called Tory Party). It was
estimated that 13.697.923 voters voted for theessof the Conservative Pdrtiargaret

Thatcher won the election with a majority of 43tsea

The Conservative Party, under the leadership otcHea from 1975, realized a
landslide victory over the competing Labour Paggt by James Callaghan (1976-1979).
Thatcher’s predecessor, James Callaghan, desdrésedctory as “tremendous momeht”
He stated for a woman to occupy that office is a tremendosnent in the country's history”.
This election was also described as “the greatestien™ if compared to all the previous
ones since it culminated in bringing a female iti&a Thatcher to the political scene. In
the first Conservative Party conference, she attéres Prime Minister on Octoberl2,
1979, she delivered a speeahBlackpool in which she was proud of herselattin such
a crowning achievement. She stated in her speddhrh@®ctober 1979:

| am, as you may know, the first ... research chemoidtiold this great

position, The job you have given me is at oncemesue honour and the
greatest possible challenge. Now, more than, eugrresponsibility is

not only to the Party but to the nation..On Thuysdad of May, we won

a great victory. Yes, it was a victory for realiamd responsibility. It was
also a victory for conviction and commitment. Aridmvas a victory for

loyalty and dedicatich

It is of paramount importance to note that votarsether male or female, voted
for “a woman” to be their leader because they ddsochange. The era from 1945-1979
was referred to “consensus” In the light of this political style, the all-nelPrime

! 1979 General Election Results Summaryhttp://www.ukpolitical.info/1979.htm (Accessed
November23,2020 )

2 Roswitha SiepefThe Students Companion to Britain : British HistoBeography, Life , Institutions, Arts
and ThoughtParis: Ellipses, 1993),111

% David Butler and Denis Kavanagh, “A Watershed &e®” in The British General Election of 19,29
David Butler and Denis Kavanagh (London: Palgraxacillan, 1980),336

* Sieper, 111.

®> For more details about the whole speech AJRRENDIX G, P274.

®“Speech to Conservative Party Conferengé&jtcherArchive: CCOPR 1059/79, October12, 1979

" Daniel Ussishkin, “Moral and the Postwar Politi¢<ConsensusJournal of British Studie§2 (2013):722
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Ministers agreed on fixed political principles amdtions  without any inclination to
change. Moreover, her educational career proveacite and admiréd Her education in
Oxford played a focal role in her political breakihgh. The following table shows the
results attained from the election of 1979 that kedr a ground-breaking political
breakthrough for the Conservative Party led by MeggThatcher.

Table 3.1.: The 1979 General Election Results Summa

Conservative Party Labour Party Liberal Democrats
Candidates 516 516 506
Votes (Millions) 12.26 9.53 3.88
Share of Vote (%) 47.2 36.7 14.9
Seats Won 306 203 7

Source:Pilling and Cracknell, 20-21

The first female Prime Minister in Britain and tlmtire Europe succeeded in
attracting a great number of voters who electoraillpported her to enjoy the seeds of
change. Before 1979, women were pro-conservatiypating the Conservative Party
through their votes especially the older women wieoe ceaselessly opting for the victory
of the Conservatives. In 1979, a great number aheam whether young, middle-aged or
old, emerged as electoral supporters to Margarettchier. In 1980’s, younger women
shifted their attention to the Labour Party in tlght of Thatcherite hostility with trade
unions®

After an initial flirtation with Thaherism, women trade unionists also
shifted to the Labour Party at the end of the decédcontrast, middle-
aged women barely waned in their support for thes@ovatives, while
older women remained a bulwark of Tory suppbrt.

! Those unchanged issues included political issndsancepts such as the mixed economy, the rateeof
trades unions, the need for an incomes policy hadhature of the provision of public services sasiealth
and education. “03May 1979Politics 97
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/bactkmd/pastelec/ge79.shtifAccessed
November25,2021)

2 “03May 1979” Politics 97.

% Laura Beers, “Thatcher and the Women’s Vote Making Thatcher’s Britained. Ben Jackson and Robert
Saunders (Cambridge: Cambridge University Presk2013.

“ Beers, 113
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It was pointed out that without the bedrock of supghat the majority of female
voters offered to Thatcher, she could not have lzeBnime Minister. She was electorally
supported by “traditional female voters who coutvé felt alienated by her credentials as
a career womarl” Women outnumbered men in their electoral suppofthatcher. It was
estimated that 48% of women voted Conservative.

The reason behind the female voting support to cheatwas twofold. Firstly, they
wanted such a strong and devoted woman to beldagler in order to experience another
form of government spiced with a woman’s persohatking and decisions. Secondly,
women supported Thatcher because they believed thvatnan leader in parliament would
prompt new incentives of the significance of theifeine gender in politics. The support

of Thatcher was synonymous with the support oféin@nine gender in politics.

Women voters were not the only ones to support) even were ready to electorally
support Thatcher since the Labour of Callaghan dimbstrife, setback and failure rather
than guaranteeing good an unbearable circumstancésgland “Callaghan was a nice
man, but his government was shambolic in the viefntbe public who gave the Tories the
majority.”. During her election campaign when England waseggpcing the mire of
trade unions’ strikes, she promised to make antertde domination of trade unions. Her
promise contributed to a surge male-female elecsuaport during the ballot day in May
1979% . Statistics showed that 45% of men and 48% of emrmpted for the electoral

breakthrough of the Tories; they voted conservative

The election of 1979 remained a vital occasion twatfirmed Thatcher’s electoral
pinnacle. Without the electoral success she acdshga and, most importantly, without
the electoral support of male and female votergridgschange, she would not have been

taken the lead as Prime Minister. Her full politisamersion did not halt with the end of

! Sharon Maxwell Magnus, “One of Us: Margaret ThatchWomen’s Magazines, and the Art of Wooing
Women Voters'Journal of Magazine Medis0l20,n°1-2 (2019): 29

% Beers, “Thatcher and the Women'’s Vote”, 113.

¥ Mark Pack, How Margaret Thatcher Really Won in 1979 — and Withign't a Role Model for a Corbyn-
led Labour Party November26, 201 7ttps://www.markpack.org.uk/133777/lessons-jereimgsgn-1979-
election/(Accessed November 27,2021)

4 Andy Beckett, A Winter of Discontent Is Unlikely to Dissolve tA®ries’ Support”,The Guardian
Octoberl,202https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/202 1{ddtinter-discontent-tories-support-
crisis (Accessed Novemebr27,2021)

® Beers, “Thatcher and the Women'’s Vote”, 113.
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the election. The end of the election and the ancement of results in 1979 was the dawn

of her political mission as PM.

3.3.2. Thatcher’s Political Achievements in the “Ma’s House”

As previously mentioned, the election of May 197&8va milestone that prompted a
huge change in the parliamentary politics when anam was chosen by voters to be their
Prime Minister. She introduced radical changes npegformed in the pre-Thatcher era.
Those were concerned especially with the econorde. sShe spiced her political
administration with sweeping principles known af4fcherism™ By the same token, she
was the first women and the first Prime MinisteBnitish history to serve as the victorious

leader of the Conservative Party for three consesterms.

3.3.2.1. Taking the Lead as Prime Minister (1979)

First and foremost, general elections were hel&ngland each five years for the
sake of electing the members of the Commons fronstdaencies. The leader of the main
three political parties in England with the greataamber of MPs in the House of
Commons would become a Prime Minister. The lagehe highest governmental position
in the British politics appointed by the monarch.

As a matter of fact, it was impossible to becom@m® Minister unless he/ she had
been already an MP and the most focal point iddhdership over a given political party.
The political experience played a vital role fovipg the way for an MP to set foot in “10
Downing Street®. Thatcher, as an example, started to presidethee€onservative Party
in1975. Sometimes, no political party got the mijoof seats. In this case a coalition of

two leading political parties would be introduced.

! patrick Dunleavy, “The Lasting Achievement of Tdterism as a Political Project Is That Britain Nbias
Three Political Parties of the Right, Instead afeOin The Legacy of Margaret Thatchérondon: LSE
Public Policy Group,2013), 22

210 Downing Street in London in the city of Westsiar is the place where the PM lives and condtists h
her political work. It started to be the residefmePrime Ministers in 1733%\Number 10 has 3 overlapping
functions. It is the official residence of the Bsft Prime Minister: their office, and is also fhlace where
the Prime Minister entertains guests from Her Mgjdhe Queen to presidents of the United States and
other world leaders. It was called Downing Stre¢ning to George Downing (1623-1684) who called t
street where the official residence is taking pla¢History of 10 Downing Street”,GOV UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/10-downingestt (Accessed December28,2021)
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At the end of each general election, only one viotes political party emerged on
the political scene. For this reason, there areuple of political party types: the party in
power also labeled the Government and the partyobpbwer labeled as the opposition
party! The latter refers to the defeated one in an eleaind the one that had less votes
than the victorious one. It is claimed that becajranPM was a very difficult job that the
leaders of the political parties had to fight fAithough it was a tough journey, Margret
Thatcher did it for the first time in the politichistory of Britain. Any PM was the
representative of her Majesty’s Elizabeth Il (bdi®26¥ as the leader of government.
Becoming PM was not an overnight process. It wasguted by a set of steps. The first
step was his/ her selection as a candidate fochlosen political party. Furthermore, to

become PM, the candidate must represent a comstifue# voters’®

3.3.2.2. Prime Ministers’ Political Tasks

The journey of Prime Ministers’ political managerhstarted the first day they set
foot in 10 Downing Street after the announcemergesferal elections’ results. The task of
any PM was the formation of his/ her government./Hée was required to choose the
members of his/her cabinet in which he/ she coirkel them the time he/ she wanted.
Choosing the cabinet members was gradual. It wascmomplished in one day. It took

them days to be very careful about who should blided in the cabinet.

As far as Margret Thatcher was concerned, she wak ¢n the formation of her

government. This proved her political readinessnfriie very beginning of her political

! Nick Carter, “How to Become Prime Minister of Uit Kingdom”,SWAMP

https://vocal.media/the Swamp/how-to-become-primeigtér-of-the-united-kingdortAccessed
Decmeber28,2021)

2 Queen Elizabeth Il of Great Britain was born ir269n London. She is the longest-reigning monamch
British history. She became Queen on February 52 18nd was crowned on June 2, 1953. Appointed
colonel-in-chief of the Grenadier Guards by hehéat Elizabeth made her first public appearangeeicsng
the troops in 1942. She also began to accompangatents on official visits within Britain. “Queen
Elizabeth 1I” Biography, April 2,2014, Last Updated February 23, 2022
https://www.biography.com/royalty/queen-elizabéatfAiccessed May15,2022)

® “How to Become Prime Minister”Britpolitics , https://www.britpolitics.co.uk/how-to-become-prime-
minister/(Accessed December 28,2021)

“ “Boris Johnson: What Does the Job of Prime Minigtetually Involve?”, BBC NEWS July23,2019
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-484979&8&cessed May6,2022)
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career as a PMChe backbone the PM’s political work was the cabiffie latter refers to

a group of senior ministers appointed by the PMwhich he/ she was their leader. It
served as a legislative body since making lawsdmuisions was the outcome of the PM’s
cooperation with his/her secretaries of state. dd&lgnet was described as “the ultimate

arbiter of all government policy?.

The next important step which functioned as liaibetween the elected PM and his
minister was the beginning of a number of briefibgdiscuss the way the local affairs
would be tackled on the one hand. On the other hemdmpose instructions on the
ministers that demarcated their political respaliségs and the nature of the task granted
to them plus which office they would stay. SomesmBrime Minister devoted his/ her
time for such trivial matters such as where theisténs sit in which office chaired by

whom.

The PM found himself/ herself busy devoting hisf time for ministers’ meetings,
briefings, setting up decisions, visits to otheurtinies meeting other leaders, meetings
with the press, delivering speeches. Last butewdt| the most important political task was
the Prime Minister's Questions ( PMQ). Most impatty, the PM did not solely appoint
the cabinet ministers and they were free to do whatever thented. He/ she was
responsible also for the management of the cadingas claimed that in a discussion with
her team, Margret Thatcher encountered some clasttedissatisfaction. She did not wait

for them to take solution. She acted solving threbfam by her owf.

The role of the PM was to organize also and puvdod the work of government
departments. Each government department had itshmad appointed by the PM. The
number of ministers with whom the PM, Margaret That as an example, worked were

labeled “secretaries of statébr cabinet ministers. They included: The Chawcef the

! Catherine Haddon, “Becoming Prime Minister”, Ins#@ for Government, June 2019 , 03
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sitesaidf/files/publications/becoming-prime-ministerdirpdf
(Accessed December28,2021)

Z“Cabinet”, Institute for Governmerttftps://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explaisieabinet
(Accessed December28,2021)

® The cabinets of the other political parties arevun as shadow cabinets. Mandy Barrow, “British lafel
Culture”, Project Britain 2013 http://projectbritain.com/government/primeminisiteém (Accessed
December28,2021)

* Haddon, 11

® Barrow.
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Exchequer, The Foreign Secretary, The Home Segretéwe Lord Chancellor, and The
Secretary for State for Education, The Secretary Stdte for Transport and the

Environmentt

The way of decision making was dual. It could bealby the PM alone or it could
be done during meetings with the PM’s team to divite workload. Moreover, one of the
PM’s essential political tasks was the total reagdinto encounter crises whether social,
political or economic crisis. In times, of cristage PM got the lion’s share of preparations
and staunch perseverance to overcomé. iadditionally, the PM was responsible for
defense and security. In times of attack, he/ shstrbe ready to defend through a
governmental reliance on the armed forces or thwy.riEhe representation of the his/ her
country at home and on the international level was of the duties that rested on the

PM"s shoulders. Thatcher's policies as a Prime Mariware labeled as “Thatcherisi”.

3.3.2.3. Thatcherism: General Overview

During the years that preceded the political aca#ds¥hatcher as PM especially
(1976-1979), the male Prime Ministers Harold Wilsand James Callaghan were
politically experienced. Despite their politicalpetience in the “Men’s House”, England
witnessed political, social and economic chaos.gdeet Thatcher, as “inexperiencéd”
woman in politics, embarked on a process of radibalinges especially in the economic
field to better overcome the economic setbacksadiraindermining England’s progress

and triggering a number of strikes. “The povertyd divisive politics of the 1970s were all

! Barrow.

2 Haddon, 13

® The term “Thatcherism” was firstly coined by themhican-born professor and the cultural theorisa$t
Hall (1932-2014) in January 1979 . He was workimghie University of Birmingham’s Centre for
Contemporary Cultural Studies . In his Seminak&tpublished in the British journBMarxism Today The
term “Thatcherism” was firstly used . He wrote “Tttgerism was a project which aimed to transform the
‘hearts and minds’ of the electorate and to chahgavay we instinctively think about politics” . teeKerr,
“Thatcherism: A Phrase Coined Here in Birminghabiijversity of BirminghamDepartment of Political
Science and International Studies (POLSEER1
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/perspectnzther-peter-kerr-2.asgAccessed May6,2022)

““ Prime Ministers and Politics TimelineHistory

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/pm_and_pol &l .shtml#to{Accessed November26,2021)
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around me. Britain was paralyzed for much of thetadie with national strikes, power cuts

(from the global oil crisis) and unrest.”

Thatcher’s principles as a leader were labeledrasttherism®. This was a proof of
the power of women in politics and their ability ‘adhange”. Thatcher and her ruling
doctrine Thatcherism came to declare the triviabtythe imposed female exclusion from
politics on the one hand. On the other hand, hemprship as Prime Minister was a
response for those anti-feminists who stressedalleeof women in the kitchen through the
glorification of the traditional credo dictatingettnome as the “real” place for women.

Simply put, the concept of Thatcherism is considexg a “system”, a “style” and an
”3

“ideology™. As a system, it is coincided with a series othuds applied in ruling. As a
style, it refers to the personal choice of any gogeto manage the arena in charge of the
way he/ she wanted and through the path he/ shenlto reach his/ her governmental
aims. Last but not least, as an ideology, it reter3hatcher’s convictions. Any leader
whatever the field he/ she is in charge of, hastatideas in mind. In this vein, Margaret
Thatcher, due to her political experience in theseovative party before being a Prime

Minister, had a set of political ideas.

Thatcherism encapsulates the variety of princigad policies the “lron Lady”
hinged on to politically, economically and sociathanaging England. It refers to “[t]he
development and specificity of the emergent stiatége pursued by Thatcher and her
various circles of political and ideological supigns”®. It is noteworthy that Thatcherism
was not applied by the leader only, but even byyeree supporting her whether inside
parliament or outside it. This illustrated the duiway she impacted on her supporters.
Those who were born or grew up during her premiprstere known as “Thatcher’s
Children™",

! Emma Wallis, “Opinion: We Are All ‘Thatcher's Ciien' Now”, Made for Minds, April 19,2013
https://www.dw.com/en/opinion-we-are-all-thatchelsldren-now/a-167494{Accessed

November26,2021)

Z Wallis.

% Richard Heffernan, “Exploring Political Change:aftherism and the Remaking of The Labour Party 1979
1997,” Phd diss., (University of London,2014),1&5-3

“ Bob Jessop, “Margaret Thatcher and ThatcherisnadO®mit not Buried”, International PoliticRalgrave
Macmillan, January05,2015vww.palgrave-journals.com/bjAccessed November23,2020)

® Beers, “Thatcher and the Women'’s Vote”, 113.
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Put simply, Thatcherism as a doctrine mirroredrtiwal values and the beliefs of
the leader. She managed England the way she wahttaund in the light of her
convictions. Her personal convictions were not Iprelied on by her. All generations

during her “long® rule were affected by her ideology.

3.3.2.4. Thatcher and the “Winter of Discontent”

The presence of the feminine gender in parliameat been already fought and
limited. Male Prime Ministers, before Thatcher, dneir best to decrease the number of
women in the House of Commons although privilegangminority” of women. Thatcher
climbing the ladder of politics as a leader “oveent portrayed the importance of the

female gender in Politics.

Before the election of Thatcher as PM, England Wwahly unstable due to the
eruption of strikes against the Labour governmé&he English people lived in anarchical
circumstances in which they resorted to strikea aBield to protect their rights. Under the
umbrella of Thatcherism, she worked on radicallieralg the political and economic
process. Emma Wallis, one those people undergdiagddical changes introduced by
Margaret Thatcher and one of those English peopie were waiting for Thatcher to
cement enlightenment instead of darkness, in haleaentitled “Opinion: We Are All
‘Thatcher's Children' Now” (2013) wrote “I don'tmember much of those years, but | do
recall the excitement and fear that power cuts ¢inbas we scrabbled to the drawer where

we kept candles and waited for the lights to comeklon®

Winning the election and appearing as a politicalldlazer, Margaret Thatcher
Started thriving to introduce her Thatcherite valuBennis Cavannagh summarized the
eight Thatcherite principles of Thatcherism. Thegluded “minimal government, the

importance of individual responsibility, a stron@gte to provide adequate defense and to

! “Thatcher’s Children” is

a nickname for the generation of people who grpwvith Margaret Thatcher as a major political

figure in the UK. Primarily heard in UK.. “Thatahe Children” ,The Free DictionaryFarlex (2003-2021)
https://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/Thatcher%2Tstdcen (Accessed November26,2021)

> Wallis

* wallis.
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uphold the rule of law, the promotion of a markebreomy, the moral rejection of high

borrowing, and the pursuit of lower taxes and somadey™.

The female leader of the Conservative Party betieve the free markets. She
introduced the indirect governmental intervention aitizens’ lives. They had to be
responsible for their own lives. She totally regetthe state’s ownership of industries.
Thatcherism remained an umbrella term in whichgwdicies are ingrained. To politically
lead England, Thatcher was influenced by the Aamstborn British economist Friedrich
Hayek (1899-1992) So, she vehemently advocated privatization armhgly approving

free markets.

The principles of Thatcherism were not welcomedalhypeople in England, but at
least she brought up “a change” she promised béfeirey a leader. Thatcherism could be
a double —edged sword. It could be a beneficialw®dul ruling style, but it could be also
a destructive methddnegatively impacted on the well-being of peopléafEherism
increased the rates of poverty on the societal.l@¥e poor people, already, relying on the
governmental welfare state, found themselves liimgxtreme level of poverty under
Thatcher. The golden principle of individuality gfeed by Thatcher could not be enjoyed
by the poor people without the state’s interventiemrthermore, crushing the trade unions
went in tandem with crushing the rights of the wogkclass. Not to mention, one of evils
of Thatcherism was an increased employment. Atigteeécame one of the negative seeds

of Thatcherisnf.

Above all, despite the bitter seeds of Thatcherigmremained an unforgettable
ideology by a woman who promised “change” and sde $he taught people how to be

real individuals, how to foster their own self-eglce and, most importantly, to live their

'Martin Holmes Thatcherism Scope and Limits, 1983+B@singstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 1989),03

2 Hayek advocates personal and economic freedorbelieled that socialism would lead to the emergence
of dictoship. He resented socialism, the welfaa¢esand the state’s control of economy. He stsong|
believed that any economy in the world has onelprolwhich is how people got coordinated togethehnav
eased their coordination was the free market. Taeket would evolve due t human actions. Thatcher wa
influenced by his written books suchRices and Production (193BndThe Road to Serfdo(i944).
Donald J. Boudreaux, “The Essential Hayek”, Frasstitute ,2014, 34
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/filessential-hayek.pdAccessed May6,2022)

* Freya Cormack, “What So Bad about Thatcherism asahBRnomics?’Arc
https://www.arc.unsw.edu.au/blitz/read/whats-so-ahdut-thatcherism-and-reaganomicsquestion-a-
response-to-josh-frydenbe(gccessed May7,2022)

4 Cormack, “What So Bad about Thatcherism and Reamgics?”.
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own individuality. “Although the changes she madeought strife, anger and
dissatisfaction for many across the UK and chantied way successive generations

approached work, life and society.”

As a woman, she came not just to rule, but to fineepeople of England from the
straw that broke the camel’s back; from the unstaglonomic circumstances and strikes
which led to the emergence of “Winter of DisconténtThe latter (1978-1979) was
triggered by “greedy® trade unionists who desired wages’ increase. Quthe pre-
Thatcher era, the male Prime Ministers failed tooemter the strikers and overcome the
chaotic eras people in England experienced. Asadelein parliament, she worked hard to

crush trade unions and curtail their power. Sheestrto “clip the wings of trade unioris”

Discontent came to an ultimate standstill and a eesv of sweeping Thatcherite
changes started only because the nature of leapeddtered from “masculine” to
“feminine” ; From James Callaghan to the “lron Y&d First of all, she cut the link
between the working classes and politics. What @ddsult to the injury was that those
strikers responsible for spreading anarchy in Brdjlaere not only men, but even female
trade unionists. They were in a powerful positianan extent they rebelled against
government and they could even surmount the govemtathreaction. Trade Unions at that

time formed “over a half of the workforce”.

Thatcher as a woman and a leader faced a dual ddonnof male and female
domination. Thatcher’s political intervention coeglwith her principles of Thatcherism
prompted a death knell of the working-class powkne battle between the Labour
government and trade unions would be a battle imchvimobody won, but Thatcher
emerged as a winner over the Labour governmenbaedtrade unions. Since men failed
to win over the working classes, a woman succe&uedushing their power and spoiled

their domination. She referred to trade unionseaeMmy”. She warned/te always have to

! wallis.

Z Wallis.

% Sheila Rowbotham, “Forword” in Lopez, X

* Lopez,02.

® Tara Martin, “The Beginning of Labor's End ? Biits: “Winter of Discontent” and Working-Class
Women's  Activism” International Labor and  Working-Class  History Vol75  (2009):49
doi:10.1017/s0147547909000052
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be aware of the enemy within, which is much mofgadilt to fight and more dangerous to
Hl

liberty

Margaret Thatcher embarked on introducing radicanemic changes under the
umbrella of “Thatcherism”. The latter became amiefy flagship of her premiership. The
economic principles, strongly advocated by Thatcperased and angered people at the
same time. This reflected a fact about any pdaditicin parliament. Any policy or
legislation introduced, it would meet duality ofaotions. It would be either accepted or
rejected. Thatcherism remained one of the “unfoadpet” Thatcherite policies that
introduced positive and negative changes. Thatsmerwas not the lone political

achievement for Thatcher. She had a lot to realize.

3.3.2.5. Thatcherite Victory in Falklands War (182)

In 1982, Margaret Thatcher was involved in war knoas the Falklands War. It
lasted 11 weeKst flared up because the British still-controllEdlklands Island$ were
invaded by Argentina on April2, 1982 after oustthg British governor to Uruguay. As a
woman, she assumed her role as a leader to regainfdhe British overseas possessions.
The British presence in the Falklands Islands dasexdk to 1690 when the English Captain
John Strong (1654-1693) firstly landed in the iskgthlt made it impossible for them to

! Adam Taylor, Margaret Thatcher Fought One Huge Battle That Cédrithe UK Forever’insider, April
8,201 ttps://www.businessinsider.com/thacher-versustittiens-2013-4?IR=TAccessed
November27,2021)

2 John BlundellMargaret Thatcher: A Portrait of the Iron Ladiew York: Algora Publishing,2008),114.

® The Falklands Islands also called Malvinas Istai@oup of Islands in Southern South America.rhty
self-governing overseas territory of the United ¢gdom in the South Atlantic Ocean. It lies about 3iles
(480 km) northeast of the southern tip of South Aoseand a similar distance east of the Strait agbllan.
“Falklnads Islands” Britannicahttps://www.britannica.com/place/Falkland-Islarfdscessed May7,2022)

* The Falklands Islands were as the followiGgbraltar, Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin IslasdCayman
Islands, Montserrat, Pitcairn Islands, AscensiaintSHelena, Tristan da Cunha, South Georgia, thels
Sandwich Islands and the Turks and Caicos IsléBldadell, 113-114

® John Strong, British naval official, named theotmain islands after Viscount Falkland. The nams wa
later applied to the whole island group. The Frema¥igator Louis-Antoine de Bougainville foundeck th
islands’ first settlement, on East Falkland, in 4,78nd he named the islands the Malovines. ThésByiin
1765, were the first to settle West Falkland, hetstwere driven off in 1770 by the Spanish, who badght
out the French settlement about 1767. The Britigihast on West Falkland was restored in 1771 #ftexat
of war, but then the British withdrew from the isthin 1774 for reasons of economy, without renoogci
their claim to the Falklands. After World War lletlissue of sovereignty over the Falkland Islandfeshto
the United Nations when, in 1964, the islands'ustatas debated by the UN committee on decolonizalio
1965 the UN General Assembly approved a resoldtioiting Britain and Argentina to hold discussiotas
find a peaceful solution to the dispute. Theserpated discussions were still proceeding in Felyrd@82,
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easily allow another country to set foot in themgls or to forcibly capture them. Even the
islanders considered themselves “Britlsh&lthough it was a destructive war, but victory
was the final result for Britain under Thatcherit&n lost two warships, 250 casualties

and financial loss of 3£ billiof.

To strengthen the political readiness for regainimgFalklands Islands, she founded
a “War Cabinet® composed of a number of male ministers and heey Ttevoted their
time not to discuss local affairs, but every sindétail about the war and the way they
must achieve victory. The establishment of a wdniret revealed Thatcher’s efforts to
exhibit her political capability to encounter mdtgceful intervention in the Falklands.
The war was the story of a woman against a bullkneh. She gave orders and the men

only fulfilled those orders.

Thatcher’s political tactics, the support of thebbar Party plus the American
military support to defeat the Argentineans ancameghe Falkland Islands were fruitful.
She ordered a submarine to sink the Argentineattebhip known as Bulgranolt was
estimated that by June , 10.6@0gentineans surrendered being unable to overchme
iron resistance of the “Iron Lady” to regain one tbé focal remnants of the British

Empire.

Margaret Thatcher , after her victory over the Argeeans, owed a good reputation
as a strong woman. She inhibited not only the feminole as a leader, but she exhibited a
masculine role also through rebelling bravely aglaihe male Argentineans. The military
victory was synonymous with the political victory ©hatcher in the light of her first
intervention in a war since her political recruitmh@s Prime Minister in 1979. “She was

aware of the immense political value of succes® @iderstood that intangibles such as

but on April 2 Argentina’s military government irdeed the Falklands. “History of the Falklands Islsind
Britannicahttps://www.britannica.com/place/Falkland-Islandstbry (Accessed May7,2022)

! Blundell, 114 .

2 Sieper,112.

® Blundell, 116.

* The American president who supported ThatcherRasld Reagan (1911-2004). He served as a president
from (1981-1989). “Ronald Reagan”History, November9,2009, Last Updated January7,2022
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/roraddgan(Accessed May15,2022)

®R.G Grant, Ann Kay, Michael Kerrigan, and Phillrker,History of the Definitive Visual Guide Britain
and Ireland(New York: DK Publishing, 2011), 384.

® Grant, Kay, Kerrigan and Parker, 384.
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‘freedom’ and ‘patriotism ‘are more politically aged than desiccated calculatiohsThe
map below shows the geographical position of thadBrcontrolled Falklands Islands. As

it is shown in the map, The Falklands Islands visstated in Southern South America.

! Eric.J.EvansThatcher and Thatcheris#i’ ed (New York: Routeldge,1997),101.

( ]
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Map 3.1: The Location of Falkland Islands
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Source The Falklands Islandshttp://www.fidc.co.fk/about-us/facts-on-the-falkkn
islands(Accessed November27,2021)

The Falklands War was an anarchical phase thatrgyed the effectiveness of
Thatcher’s political and military tactics to regaame of the British possessions. As a
woman, she won over millions of Argentinean mennd&, in this case, was not a
criterion upon which to exclude women from politi@n the contrary, The British military
victory over the Argentineans might not be possiblthout the brave intervention of a
woman politician. Thatcher’s victory in the FalktEnWar in 1982 maximized her political
breakthrough through the good reputation she owkis. opened new horizon for repeated

electoral victories in the coming general electionEngland.

3.3.2.6. The First Woman Winning Three Consecutiv&éerms

Margaret Thatcher led the Conservative Party touple of victories in the General
Election of 1983 and again in 1987. She was thg Bnime Minister that accomplished a
deserved victory of her party successively in 197983 and 1987. Her political
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government was divided into three phases. Thedimstfrom (1979-1983), the second one
from (1983-1987), and the third one extending f(@®87-1990).
3.3.2.6.1. The General Election of 1983

Margaret Thatcher was re-elected again in 1983 asne Minister for the second
Term. The British public again electorally suppdrteer since the seeds of Thatcherism
contributed to a flowering period in England. Theett of trade unions already started to
be thwarted during her first term (1979-1983). Thutk of knowledge about the female
leader stated that Margaret Thatcher was unpojulaer early career as Prime Minister,
but leading Britain to victory in the Falklands War1982 made her a famous political
celebrity?

Thatcherite heroic defeat of the Argentineans imsed the numbers of voters and
introduced a surge in the bedrock of the electsuglport from male and female voters.
The opinion polls had increased to 15%s a reward for Thatcher's defeat of the
Argentineans. “The 1983 General election followkd butbreak of the Falkland War in
1982. Elections which occur after a war can be nnoqgedictable than usual as they tend
to favour the leader in charge with a healthy dufgeatriotic appreciation®.

By the same token, the ballot manifesto for the31B&ction had a positive impact
on the fruitful results fulfiled by the Conservats. The manifesto stated “defence,
Employment and Economic Prosperifyfargaret Thatcher stated in her manifesto

In the last four years, Britain has recovered hamfidence and self-

respect. We have regained the regard and admiratiotiner nations. We
are seen today as a people with integrity, resahgethe will to succeed.
This Manifesto describes the achievements of feary of Conservative
government and sets out our plans for our secand tEhe choice before
the nation is stark: either to continue our presstietadfast progress
towards recovery, or to follow policies more exteeand more damaging
than those ever put forward by any previous OpjositWe face three

challenges: the defence of our country, the empéntnof our people,

and the prosperity of our economy.....>...

l“Case Study: 1983 ElectionStudy RocketBBBC News Archivehttps://studyrocket.co.uk/revision/a-level-
politics-edexcel/uk-politics/case-study-1-1983-&tmt (Accessed November27,2021)

¢ David Sanders, Hugh Ward, and David Marsh, “Gownmmt Popularity and Falklands War: A
ReassessmenBritish Journal of Political Scienc&ol17,n°03 (1987):281

% “Mrs Thatcher Was Elected for a Second Term: T#&31Landslide Victory” UK Politics EssaysNational
Library of Scotlanchttps://digital.nls.uk/1980s/uk-politics/thatcherin-2/(Accessed November27,2021)
““Case Study: 1983 Electiontudy RockeBBC News Archive.

®“1983 Conservative Party General Election Manig&sPolitical News CO.UK2001
http://www.conservativemanifesto.com/1983/1983-eowstive-manifesto.shtifAccessed
November27,2021)
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The 1983 General Election was held on Thursday,e3@url983 when the
Conservative Party scored a landslide victory adain the second time when the
Labourites, under Michael Foot(1913-20iGyere defeated from over again. . The

following table shows the election results.

Table 3.2. The 1983 General Election Results Summnya

Conservative Party  Labour Party Liberal Democrats
Candidates 523 523 523
Votes (Millions) 11.71 6.86 6.71
Share of Vote (%) 46 26.9 26.4
Seats Won 362 148 13

Source Pilling and Cracknell, 20-21

For the second time, Thatcher could not accomsiisiin a crowning achievement in
1983 without the female electoral support. Althoddtatcher did not support the female
political participation and she did not work on seding tweaks for women, women kept
electorally supporting her. 46%f women and 45 %of men voted for the success of the
Conservative Party. The latter represented 42%etntire electofs To come to the nub
of the matter, the increased female support fortdhtea more than the male support
dictated the male reluctance to support a womardelean the male-dominated
parliamentary world. The majority of women suppuagtiT hatcher were women ageing 25-

50. The younger ones ageing 18-24 grew pro-Labfber 2983°

! Michael Foot served as the leader of the LabodlyP@m November 1980 to October 1983. “Michael
Foot: British Politician”, The Editors of Encyclogia Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Michael-F¢éiccessed November 27,2021)

2 David Butler and Dennis Kavanaghhe British General Election of 1988lew York:Oxford University
Press, 1984), 296

% G.E. MaguireConservative Women 94

* Butler and Kavanagffhe British General Election of 198396

® Pippa Norris, ‘Gender: A Gender-Generation Gap?'Critical Elections: British Parties and Voters in
Long-Term Perspectived. GeoffreyEvans and Pippa Norris (London: SAGE, 1999), 183-6

( ]
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Being electorally successful again in 1983, heiosdcadministration was a tiring
one in the light of the economic instability on thkiee hand. On the other hand, the rising
threat of trade unions needed to come to a stdinds$tatever her political tactics. The
complete downfall of trade unions reached its &ilia 1984-1985 when the Miners’ Strike
was a total fiasco under a female political inteti@n. Although a woman, she succeeded
in crushing the male opponents whatever the reasdrwhatever the nature or opposition
and protest. Her gender as “feminine” was neveiindrance to be overestimated and

valued.

3.3.2.6.2. The Omnipotence of Thatcher in The Minat Strike (1984-1985)

It is important to note that 1984 miners’ strikeswot the first one in England, but
the first strike defeated by a woman leader inBhsh history. Before 1984, two strikers
took place in 1972 and 1974. In 1972, the mineratve® a strike as an outcry against
Edward Heath (1970-1974) who rejected increasingesdor the miner workers. Miners
complained that it was not fair to earn a salasg lilhan other male workers in other fields.
“In January 1971, it was reported that the avenagekly wage for a man in a full-time
manual labour role was £28.11. By comparison, igbdst weekly wage available for a

miner in November of 1971 was considerably lowe£28.50.™

As a man, he failed to absorb the increased atyhofi the strikers in 1972.
Moreover, in 1974 another strike flared up durimgnpiership of the same leader Edward
Heath. The reason was the same. Coal miners amdéyaworkers demanded increasing
their wages otherwise they would break order aadil#ly in England. Miner workers and
trade unions posed a great local threat for Enggastdbility. For the second time, Edward
Heath failed to defeat the strikers and expresggtwernmental omnipotence against his
people. He called for a snap-election an attempt to gain public support against the

miners.

! Emily Ingram, “The 1972 Miners’ Strike at 50Tribune, January9,2022
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2022/01/1972-miners-strken-industrial-action-edward-heafAccessed
May7,2022)
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In 1984, strikers attempted to re-express theihaity on the government, but the
“Iron Lady” was ready to act against them as tHeivn nemesis*. What worsened
matters in 1984 was that the female “Iron Ladyt fbkt her authority as a ruler started to
be spoiled when miners went beyond the conten982 IEmployment Act. It was an act
that encapsulated several measures about tradesun@@ne of its main points made
“sympathy strikes” illegaf. This Act provided the real criteria of “a lawfstrike”. The
latter has to be between workers and their empdoyleat it became unlawful if the

onslaught was expressed towards governrhent.

At the very beginning of her rule, Margaret Thatclkeenbarked on a process of
crushing trade unions whose increased number lethdw overlap with the political
machinery. Trade unions had not another way toesptheir wrath and revolt against
governmental decisions only through the resort ttikes. The miners’ Strike, led by
Arthur Scargill (born in 1938)in England marked a watershed in the history afler
unions when male strikers were enormously defdayeal Thatcher.

In any corner of the world, any strike was andiggered by a reason that strengthen
strikers to echo their voice for change or as a wagay “No”. In this case, the strike is
considered as “a weapon” persuading someone omapgof people to accept one’s
demands based on their dissatisfaction. Add tq #my strike requires two conflicting
groups: one against another. The Strike of 1984naggdhatcher’s government was an

opportunity for miners to amplify their voice sagino for the closure of their coal pits.

! “How Thatcher Broke the Miners’ Strike but at Wi@xst?”,History
https://www.history.co.uk/article/how-thatcher-besthe-miners-strike-but-at-what-cqgtccessed
May7,2022)

2 Charles Morepritain in the Twentieth Centur¢Great Britain: British Library Cataloging in Pitstion
Data, 2007),186

% Kim Changhyun, “Thatcherism: Thatcher’s Policie®tober2005
https://www.zum.de/whkmla/sp/changhyun/Thatcheidedid.html(Accessed November28,2021)

4 Arthur Scargill (1938-) was a trade unionist. Hecame the President of the National Union of
Mineworkers in 1982, and a member of the GeneralinCib of the Trades Union Congress. He is
remembered for his strong defense of British coaesiin an era of decline and closure. This brounnt
into conflict with Margaret Thatcher's governmergnd led to the Miners' Strike of 1984-85. “Arthur
Scargill’, National Portrait Gallery https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/persordfif86/arthur-
scargill (Accessed May15,2022)
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Margaret Thatcher acted in a way that triggeredftiny of the strikers. Several coal
pits had to be closed since coal became an “unipbdé® and “uneconomic industry”.
She privatized the already state-owned industrieb Ggeded them to private ownership.
Statistics showed that Thatcher ordered for thesurk of 20 collieries to decrease the
governmental spending on an unprofitable coal itrgju¥he closure of 20 coal pits meant
the loss of 20.000 jobs.

Strikers strengthened their protest through relyangthe organization of National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM). The government was represented by its own orgéaiz
National Coal Board (NCB) against the NUM. The N@Bs established in 1947 after the
nationalization f coal industry in 1946. The strilasted 362 day$rom March5, 1984 to
March3, 1985. This lengthy period was overshadoled “physical” confrontation from
government and strikers. Margaret Thatcher was @tgh by the police to overcome the
perilous intervention picket lines.

The government mobilized the police in a highly rctveated military-
style offensive against the miners, designed tolaiso the
Nottinghamshire area and break picket lines elsesyhfor example
using mounted police with truncheons to charge dauitkets at

Orgreave. They occupied mining villages, arrestégB12 people and
tried 5,653 in the courts for alleged offences (nudshem miners)

Thatcher, not only crushed the strikers, but uttexdarewell to the power of trade
unions. The Welsh Labour Party MP Kim Scott How€11989-2010), stated “The miners

defeat knocked the guts out of the trade union mmeve”’

. Thus, the governmental
reaction to the strike was twofold. It was econosd political. The economic reaction

had to do with the necessity to urgently defeatntieers since they were of part of trade

! Jones Nerys Anwen , “ Coal Was Our Life,” Phd DiséThe Open University, 1997), 66
http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.21954/0u.r0.0000d49a

2 Malcolm Pearce and Geoffrey StewarBritish Political History 1867-1990ew  York:
Routeledge,1992),533

% “Miners’ Strike 1984-1985" Archive Hub https:/archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/features/mar04.skacessed
November4,2021)

“ It was firstly established in 1889 under the narhBliners Federation of Great Britain (MFGB). ltame
was altered to National Union for of Mineworkersligd5. “Miners Federation of Great Britain”
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/detalisléd4331(Accessed Junel9,2022)

® Pearce and Stewart, 533

® Ralph Darlington, “There Is No Alternative: Expilag the Options in the 1984-5 Miners' Strik@4pital &
ClassVol29, n°03( 2005):71

" Pearce and Stewart, 534
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unionism that Thatcher vehemently resented. Asliéigad reaction, it was a chance that
proved the effectiveness of the “female “polititattics. “There was a kind of duality in
the Government's treatment of the Strike - bothting it as an economic dispute which
Scargill was illegitimately politicizing and playgnit politically (not just in terms of the

tactics used but, for example, Thatcher's denunoiabf the miners as 'the Enemy
within”®. Her political triumphant achievements and hetlitgbto overcome plenty of

threats to the national security and stability dboted for her third slide victory in the

general election of 1987.

3.3.2.6.3. Margaret Thatcher Surmounting the Wappig Strike (1986-1987)

The Wapping Dispute or the Print Workers Strike took place Jamuary24, 1986
during the premiership of Thatcher as Prime Marislt was another victory for Thatcher
alongside her victory over the miners in 1985. Apdie never started from scratch, but
there is always a trigger reason that instigatissdispute between two persons or group of

people.

It was organized by print workers in London in 198&l it was a dispute between
print workers themselves. With technological adwsnent and the resort to computers,
journalists started to input copies of newspapamsctly without relying on print union
workers to print through the traditional and tim@suming technique of “hot-metaf’
This meant that print union workers would ceasekimgr and would be dismissed. The
one responsible for the outbreak of this strike WRagert Murdock (born in 193%).

Relying on advanced methods of printing, he stapredlucing and printing in secret and

! Jacqueline Ellen Briggs, “The 1984/5 Miners’ StrikThe Politicizing Effects?,”Phd Diss.,(Univesity
York: Department of Politics,1995), 330

2 Wapping is a district in Eastern London. “Wappitdtps://hidden-london.com/gazetteer/wappifugessed
Junel9,2022)

® Nicola Cutcher, “Wapping Strike Story”,Special Branch Files Project January 12,2016
http://specialbranchfiles.uk/wapping-strike-stofAtcessed November28,2021)

* Hot Metal is atypesetting technique in which type is newly madehetime from molten metal, cast by a
composing machine. “Hot metallJK Dictionary https://www.lexico.com/definition/hot metgAccessed
November28,2021)

®> He was an Australian journalist owning four Bfitisational newspapershe Sun, News of the Warlthe
TimesandThe Sunday Time#&nnie Brown, “ Wapping Dispute 30 Years On: How fdakh and Thatcher
United to Crush British WorkersDaily Record October2,201éhttps://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/uk-
world-news/wapping-big-read-89495Q4ccessed November28,2021)
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equipped machinery in Eastern London rather tharptlevious printing place locating in

Fleet Street in London.

As a reaction from the dismissed print workers,&8@0"print union workers, losing
their jobs, went for a national strike. A seriesdg@monstrations and pickets started to
threaten the local stability in England. Margaré&aicher found herself in front of other
pickets who stood to ask for their rights and dediragn the regain of their jobs from
Murdokh who dismissed them. Since Thatcher veheméwited trade unions and trade
unionists, she supported Murdokh against them &edwsas victorious. Like the way the
miners were defeated, the print workers were hgfstafeated by the police in an order
from Thatcher.

The seminal print worker's dispute of the mid-8fleng with the miner's
strike, were two of the biggest victory's for THecCs anti-union
idealogical war....... To disempower the union movement, Thatcher
focused on destroying their twin pillars — the m&eand the print
workers. As in the defeat of the miners, Thatclav $apping not as a

dispute between employer and employee but a bagtieeen the state
and the union3.

After one year , the police-print workers confitians, the print workers lost hope
and they grew exhausted. It was estimated that $B@#&rs were jailed and 410 police
wounded'The Wapping Strike was one of the focal defeatiénhistory of trade unionism
in England. The dispute ended in February 1987ine, it was a conflict between an
employer and his employees, but Thatcher as afdeatd#vened to quench her thirst for

undermining the power of trade unions and she sistaky did.

3.3.2.6.4. The General Election of 1987

As already noted, the dissolution of parliametgraéach 5 years and the re-election
of its members was an occasion when politicaligatompeted and did their best during

their electoral campaigns to attract more votersfter a bedrock of support. After the

! Cutcher.

% Brown.

* Brown.

“ Jon Henley, “Rupert Murdoch and the Battle of Wiagp25 years on"The Guardian July27,2011
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2011/jul/27/rapeurdoch-wapping-25-yeaféccessed
November28,2021)
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parliamentary dissolution on Mayl18, 1987 anotheregal election was held on  Junell,
1987, and it was a political breakthrough for tren€ervative Party under Thatcher for the
third time.

By the same token, it was the third downfall o€ thabour Party under the
leadership of Neil Kinnock (born in 1942)The following table shows the results of the
election that confirmed the victory of the Conséimes over the Labour and the Liberal

Democrats.

Table 3.3. The 1987 General Election Results Summnya

Conservative Party Labour Party Liberal Democrats
Candidates 523 523 523
Votes (Millions) 12.55 8.01 6.47
Share of Vote (%) 46.2 29.5 23.8
Seats Won 358 155 10

Source Pilling and Cracknell,20-21

The female humdinger’s defeat of the Miners inrttiaers’ Strike (1984-1985) and
her victory in the Wapping Dispute (1985-1986) eaged the possibilities to be re-elected
for the third time and above all gained more natigropularity as “a tough and resolute
leader®. The British people supported such impressive lanade persona to double her
political, economic incentives. Her successiveories against the strikers arouse in her a
great self confidence and she was certain thatdvbelre-elected. She stated “I could go

on and on and oA’ Her over-confidence instigated her male opponemitcism. They

! Neil Kinnock led the Labour Party from 1980-1992Neil Kinnock: British Politician”
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Neil-KinnoclkaB®n-Kinnock-of-BedwelltfAccessed
November28,2021)

2 Margaret Scammel, Towards the Permanent Campaign: the 1987 EleciiorDesigner Politics: How
Elections Are won'ed. Margaret Scammel (London: Palgrave Macmilla@5)a.18.

¥ Ramesh Chandran, “Margaret Thatcher Well on Cotar&pearhead the Tories to Record Third Successive
Term”, India TodayJunel5,1987 https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/internationaifgf19870615-
margaret-thatcher-well-on-course-to-spearheaddhied-to-record-third-successive-term-798932-1987-0

15 (Accessed November28,2021)

151

r——
=



Margaret Thatcher: The First Woman Prime Chapter
Minister in British Politics (1979-1990) Three

referred to her as “authoritarian” and Liberal lea®avid Steel (1952-2021) called her

“Mama Doc™

Concurrently, accomplishing such political succémsthe third time was always
coincided with the electoral support especiallyvoimen. In this election, men and women
were equal in their electoral support to ThatcHdfs of men and 44%of women voted
for the victory of Thatcher. What overshadowed thmale support to Thatcher in the
election of 1987 was that young women did not supper this time. They shifted their
attention to the Labour Party. Their support to lthbour Party stemmed from Thatcher’s
continued hostility to the promotion of employmeatdvancement of women instead her

continued promotion of the female part-time work.

The nature of whether liking or disliking Margargtatcher was guaranteed in the
light of the male —female co-existence in parliaméfhe members of the victorious
Conservative Party and the Opposition the LaboutyPa addition to other parties set foot
together in the same parliamentary ground. The matesters, under Thatcher, found
themselves under the parliamentary control of a ammmiltering the leader from being a
man into a woman introduced a turning point in thistory of gender relations in

parliament in general and Thatcher’s cabinet itigaar.

3.4. Gender Roles and Gender Relations during Thater’'s Years

The Election of a woman as the first Prime Miniggeompted a change in gender
roles and the nature of gender interaction in paréintary politics. Since the pre-Thatcher
male Prime Ministers did their best to increase tnenber of women MPs from one
election into another, despite the continued gemfilgcrimination, Thatcher worked on
minimizing the number of women MPs. As far as heation with the male and female
ministers in her cabinet, she garnered the stafubemg more inclined to political

domination.

3.4.1. Margaret Thatcher as a “Queen Bee”

! Chandran.
2 G.E.Maguire Conservative Women94.
3 Beers, “Thatcher and Women'’s Vote”, 116.
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The “Iron Lady” represented the female politicahitle as PM, but what seemed
paradoxical was her total rejection to welcome nwoenen in parliament. The cabinet she
formed was an all-male one giving no chance to wotoebe cabinet ministers during her

"L During her premiership

11 years term. She was described as “tough” andénonist
(1979-1990), no more political extensions were reffieto women. Her onslaught on
women and women issues in parliament was dual.n8hiber appointed a great number
women in parliament nor supported women’s issuaiapgent. Thus, she paid scant

attention to women policies and raresdvocating pro-female legislations.

Thatcher was a disappointment to many other won&re was no

feminist and indeed once said that feminism was@i Since she saw
no reason to see women as a separate entity tosherdid not pursue
women-friendly policies, for example, in regard dbildcare, nursery

provision or equal pay

During Thatcher’s 11 years in office, women repnése small percentages of the
whole parliamentary membership in the House of ComsfiShe appointed few women
into the House of Lord3Janet Mary Young (1926-2002)as appointed by Thatcher to
an important political position as the first fem&dader of the House of Lords (1981 to
1983). Young was described as “the “Iron Lady” bé tLords” However the political
integration of Janet, under Thatcher, did not lasg. Janet Young was appointed by

Thatcher because they were friends and Thatchecerain that Young was a politically-

! June Purvis, “What Was Margaret Thatcher's LegacyWomen?"Women’s History RevieWol 22,n°06
(2013): 1014

% lan Evans, Thatcher, Britain's First Female PM, Leaves a Mitedjacy on Women”The Christian
Science Monitgr April12,2013 https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2013/041 24Tdner-Britain-s-
first-female-PM-leaves-a-mixed-legacy-on-won{@&ccessed Decemberl1,2021)

® Purvis, “What Was Margaret Thatcher’s Legacy fosrién?”, 1016

* For more details about all women MPs in the HmfsBommons during Thatcher's years, #&PENDIX
E, P269.

® For more details about all women Peeresses inHbese of Lords during Thatcher's tenure, see
APPENDIX E , P 269.

® Janet Young did not hold only the position odeaof the House of Lords. But she held severatipal
positions before being the first woman leader eflthpper House. She served as Member, House of Lords
(1972-1973), Under-Secretary of State in the Depant of Environment (1973-1974), Minister of Stiate
the Department of Education and Science (1979-198iember in charge of Civil Service Department
(1981-1983), The first woman leader of the Houskartis(1982-1983) and a Minister of State ,Foreigd
Commonwealth Office (1983-1987). “Janet Mary Yourgrabook
https://prabook.com/web/janet.young/9584@6cessed May15,2022)

"“Baroness Young of Farnworth: Obituar8BC NewsSeptember6,2002
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/luk_news/politics/224155% (Accessed December11,2021)
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experienced woman and deserved to hold such imgqutditical position. As a result, she
was granted a very high ministerial position as teader of the Upper House in
parliament. Thatcher statedanet Young was not only a good friend, but she avesof

the most courageous and effective woman politicarieer generatiort”

In this vein, it was argued that Margaret Thatargoyed being surrounded by men
rather than women in her cabinet because she iglbrthe traditional family values.
Thatcher did her best to keep from parliament “denc@mpany’®. This does not mean
that Janet Young was the only woman in parliam&htee General Elections of 1979,
1983 and 1987 resulted in the emergence of numenammsen MPs in the House of
Commons. There were 11 women elected for the Lal@arty and 8 women for the
Conservative PartyThe General Election of 1983 resulted in the @eacbf 10 women
for the Labour Party, 13 women for the Conservafeety’ In the cabinet, only those
ministers advising and working with Prime Ministeere involved. By the same token , in
the general election of 1987, 21 Labour women vedeeted, 17 Conservatives and 01

woman for the Liberal Democrats.

It was pointed out that as a woman, Margaret Theatalas tremendously expected to
empower women and increase their number in hemeabBhe was also expected to
promote women’s political integration through ofifgy abundant opportunities for other
women to forestall the threat of gender discrimoratn parliament, but in vain. Women in
England got betrayed. Since a woman, sharing three sgender, hampered their way for
political parity, the blame would never be placedmale Prime Ministers who, already
depriving women, from gender political equality. eTtBritish feminist writer Beatrix
Campbell (born 1947), stated that “I[Beatrix Camfjbeas very disappointed that she

took an active and robust disengagement from Britimen, despite the struggle and

! “Lady Young Dies, Aged 75 The GuardianSeptember06,2002
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2002/sep/OGimdries.uk(Accessed December25,2021)

% Purvis, “What Was Margaret Thatcher’s Legacy fosr#én?”, 1016

% Prestidge Jessica Dawn, “Margaret Thatcher’s ieslifThe Cultural and Ideological Forces of Donmsti
Femininity,” Phd Diss., (Durham University, 201739

“ Cassie Barton, Lukas Audickas, Richard Cracknedl Richard Tunnicliffe, “ Social Background of MPs,
1979-2019), House of Commons Library Number CBP374&bruary 15,2022

® Judith Squires, “ Gender Quotas in Britain: A Fasick to Equality”, Seminar on “Quotas for Women
Worldwide — a Fast Track to Equality and Empowert@&nStockholm University, Monday, December8,
2003), 07

® Squires, 07
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suffrage without which she would not have even aaate, let alone become an MP and

Prime Minister.t

Another woman, who was an American author and h&tdnterested in the British
politics, Laura Beers explained that Thatcher tye@xpressed her resentment to feminism
although she was a woman. She wrote “the formemdrMinister was hostile to
feminism™. She spiced her political mission with an enormiogination to support more
men to parliament rather than women. As a leadher weas described as “an elitist” rather

than “egalitarian®.

Any leader whatever his/her principles should be emalitarian ruler through
equalizing opportunities of political immersion anthximizing the chances that would
pave the way for rights’ enjoyment. It is importaot mention that Thatcher not only
hampered women'’s political participation, but aballeshe did her best to deprive women
from electoral success through her refusal to ohelmore women in the electoral short-

lists before the general electichs.

For the General Election of June9,1983, Thatchercss 40 women candidates only
for the Conservative Party. From those 40 femahelickates, 13 women MPs were elected
representing 03% of the whole parliamentary menfiyerst was a very tiny percentage if
compared to the number of female candidates and iNMBse Labour Party led by Nell
Kinnock (1983-1992). He selected 78 women candifatde following table provides
more details about the number of women candidaidstlze female elected MPs for the

three main political Parties in England in 1983 &ahElection.

Table 3.4: Women Candidates and Elected MPs in thE983 General Election

The The Labour Party The Liberal
Conservative Party
Party
The Number of Women 40 78 32

! Evans, Thatcher, Britain's First Female PM, Leaves a Mikedacy on Women”.
2 Evans, Thatcher, Britain's First Female PM, Leaves a Mikedacy on Women”.
% Evans, Thatcher, Britain's First Female PM, Leaves a Mikedacy on Women”.
* Evans, Thatcher, Britain's First Female PM, Leaves a Mikedacy on Women"”.
® “General Election Results 9June 1983", House ah@ons Public Information Office Factsheet N°22, 10
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Candidates
The Percentage of 6.3 12.3 9.9

Women Candidates

The Number of Women 13 10 00
Elected MPs
The Percentage of 3.3 4.8 I

Women Elected MPs

Source “General Election Results 9June 1983”, House of @oms Public Information Office
Factsheet N°22, 10

The House of Commons was not the only arena whewemem were under-
represented. The House of Lords was another exampléeng Thatcher’s premiership, the
House of Lords did not include only men. Women wals® peers, but they were few if
compared to their male counterparts. As alreadytioeed, the members of the House of
Lords were not elected, but appointed by the Pifimaster. From 1979-1990, 27 women
were granted life peeragésThe 27 female appointéespresented 13%of the Lords.
From those women, it can be listed Lena May Jet@t%-20073, Jean Kennedy (1926-
2012F, Margaret Betty Harvie Anderson (1913-197a)d Rachel Trixie Anne Gardner
(born 19275,

! véronique Molinari, “House of Lords Reform and Wem's RepresentationHAL Open Science2013 ,58
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01164520/doenttAccessed February 20,2022)

2 For more details about the list of women Membershie House of Lords during Thatcher’s Years, See
APPENDIX E, P 269.

% Haves.

“ Lena May Jeger served as a Life Peeress in theseHofi Lords from (1979-1980). “Lena May Jeger”
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/m0b3dcdfh|Accessed May15,2022)

® Jean Kennedy McFarlane served as a Life PeeresheirHouse of Lords from (1979-2012). “Jean
McFarlane”, St James & Emmanuelhttps://stiamesandemmanuel.org/jean-mcfarlan@ccessed
May15,2022)

® Betty Harvie Anderson used to be an MP in the oo Commons. After her retirement in 1979, she
received a life peerage in 1979. Within a wekk e€dming a peeress in the House of Lords, she diad o
sudden Asthma attack. Paul Drury, “ Scottish Couhtouse That Made Margaret Thatcher Goes on Sale”,
The ScotsmanrApril 14,2020https://www.scotsman.com/heritage-and-retro/hegitsepttish-country-house-
made-margaret-thatcher-goes-sale-253713@8essed May15,2022)

" Rachel Trixie Anne Gardner received life peerage 1981. “Baroness Gardner of Parkes”, UK
Parliament,MPs and Lordgtps://members.parliament.uk/member/3596/caiecessed May15,2022)
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In the light of the aforementioned facts portrayifltatcher’s reluctance to promote
and to support more women into politics especiallyhe House of Commons, she was
described as “a Queen Béeihd she was a good example of those women “Quees”B
who enjoyed leadership roles hampering other wotnelo the same. “A Queen Bee” is a
term used to describe a woman in authority who admg¢shelp other women, sharing the
same sex and gender, to achieve success. Beingeet(Bee” does not imply solely the
rejection to help, support and to promote other @oro be successful in the same field,

but resorted also to a hostile and unfriendly wairéat other women desiring success.

Additionally, the theory interlinked with sheddihight on the “Queen Bees’s” issues
is called “Queen Bee Syndrom (QBS)”. It is a thetingt refers to women in authority or
power that treating subordinate females worse thales purely because of their gender
.... And women who have personal and professionatessc but who refuse to share
knowledge and tips with other women to help thelmiee their own succes§The term
“Queen Bee Syndrome” was firstly introduced by ¢hresearchers at the University of
Michigan T.E Jayarante, C. Tavris and G.L. Staime4973 in which they conducted a
research published isychology Todagligging deep in the contribution of women in the
emancipation of other women. To attain the resafitheir research they questioned more
than 20000 response persons about whether any fQBee” hampered other women'’s
success or notThe results indicated that not all women hinder whay for other women
to be successful. However, there were women whweti@ bitter resentment to help and
support other women to achieve a breakthrough énstme domaifiThe kernel of this
theory stated that women sometimes worked hardonssipport other women in the same
field because competition will surge among themhlyigthan men. Women know

themselves very well, they know their strong an@kveoints.

1«

Queen Bees: Do Women Hinder the Progress of Otlilemen?”,Reality Check Teamlanuary 2018.
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-411650ccessed December22,2021 )

2 “What Is Queen Bee Syndrome?Gulture Pioneers Awards 2021 https://www.hrzone.com/hr-
glossary/what-is-queen-bee-syndrofAecessed December22,2021 at 22:24)

% Peggy Drexler“The Tyranny of the Queen Be&@he Wall Street Journ&March 2013)
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887323BK 7832827152608049Bccessed
December22,2021)

* Anna Sobczak, “The Queen Bee Syndrome: The Paraiddsomen Discrimination on the Labour Market”
Journal of Gender and Pow#&fol 09,n°01 (2018): 54

157

r——
=



Margaret Thatcher: The First Woman Prime Chapter
Minister in British Politics (1979-1990) Three

Saddled with this theory, Margaret Thatcher workedexcluding women from her
cabinet and did not even offer help or encourageénoeother women to reach the political
contest. The majority of her ministers were mere 8id not support other women, sharing
the same gender as hers, to be politically suagessfmbers. This discriminatory practice
made from her a “Queen Bee”.

The idea that needs to be expounded is that Thathesentment of promoting
women political participation did not stem from atch; it was triggered by her personal
beliefs about women in politics. She was one ofpbigicians who glorified the traditional
role of women and tremendously believing in thedgaltask of women which is childcare.
She did not even think about the ways those poomevo could financially support
themselves. Political participation may be a lugesource from which a woman could
earn money. This does not mean that Thatcher hatpgkeir employment opportunities
in other fields. Statistics showed that he emplegtrof women increased by 15% from
1985-1990 and the number of women workers surgeddsy. By 1990, women

represented 48% of the whole labour fofce.

Margaret Thatcher was against appointing womernéeoparliamentary life because
she believed that children would be deprived ofrtheother’'s care and affection when
they are outdoors for “political” work. A Britistoprnalist Jennie Murray commented “She
did not want to see Britain turned intaechesociety,” Her patronizing advice for those
women who wished to keep their hand in politicslevtiheir children were young — and

she was all in favour of a little part-time workkeep the brain engagéd”

Margaret Thatcher, herself, admitted that she wasother of twin children Carol
and Mark, but she entered politics only when thegched six years old. She was
vehemently against the fact a mother leaving hengachildren and went to work whether
in parliament or in another working institution. &bher glorified the real role of women
in their families. She made it clear to a womarrpalist asking her about the female right

of work. She responded:

! Earl A.Reitan, The Thatcher Revolution: Margert Thatcher John Majdony Blair , and the
Transformation of Modern Britain 1979-20Q1SA: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2003), 96

2 Michael S. Rosenwa)dFact-Checking ‘The Crown’: Did Margaret ThatcReally Look down on Women7he Seattle
Times November27,2020ttps./AMwwv.seattletimes.com/entertainment/faatichg-the-crown-did-margaret-thatcher-really-look-
down-on-womer{Accessed December23,2021 )
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Look, look | do believe passionatdlyat many women take the view, and
quite rightly, that when their children are youhgit first duty is to look
after the children and keep the family togethewalsn't a Member of
Parliament until after my children were six ... Andld say this to you
very seriously indeed: it is every bit as worthy aljective and an
ambition to stay at home and look after the famasyit is to go out to
work. And you must not irany waymake young women feel guilty
because they don’t go out to work ... That must ret. bit’s not for us
to lay down how they should choose, and | will have them criticised
in any way for doing perhaps one of the most imgodrfobs in the world,
which is keeping family life together

Put simply, another reason behind the introductbrall- male cabinet was the
decreased number of women MPs at that time. Sheatiknow whether those women
MPs were experienced or not. Margot James, a Ceaibexr Lawmaker and politician,
stressed this point through claiming that “it wagair to blame Thatcher for having so few
women in her cabinet, because at that time there wet many women MPs to choose

from™?

What seemed paradoxical is that she was vehemag#ist women liberation or
as it is labeled “women’s Lib" She paid scant attention to support women inr thei
liberation movements which started to be organidedng WWII under the umbrella of
Second Wave feminisihAs far as Thatcher's rejection to appoint womepadiament in
general and to her cabinet in particular, it waseldaon her ultimate rejection to “feminize

politics”.®

Although Thatcher’'s resentment of appointing wonterpolitics for the sake of
sharing the local government of England is onéhefthorny subjects when it comes to the

political empowerment of women, it was noted thiaatcher’s breakthrough as a the first

! “Scottish Press Conference”, April26,1979 in Be@&ds.

24| Owe Nothing to Women’s Lib : ThatcherdNEWS April10,2013 https://www.9news.com.au/world/i-
owe-nothing-to-women-s-lib-thatcher/a0acc7f0-6adéidal29-e36b33a6eb@eccessed

December25,2021)

® Dawn, 106.

* The First -Wave Feminism refers to the seriemoffements by women demanding suffrage and property
rights in the eighteenth and nineteenth centurg Becond -Wave Feminism started during WWII inchihi
women demanded a set of civil rights such as img@aemployment and educational opportunities. The
Third “Wave Feminism emerged in the 1980’s in whitimen of colour and lesbians demanded their rights
“Women’s Lib" https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/secondeviaminism/ (Accessed December
24,2021)

® Dawn, 110.
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Prime Minister in Britain would open new horizoms fvomen to strengthen their political
integration after Thatcher. Her political succesaild arouse in women an iron will to be a
politician and it would, above all, an enough ithasion of the female qualification for

political participation.
3.4.2. The Nature of Margaret Thatcher's Relation wth Male Colleagues

As previously noted, Margaret Thatcher was the freman leader over her male
staff ministers. Parliament, before her politica¢dkthrough as a Prime minister, used to
be an only-male led institution giving few chant@svomen MPs to enter parliament. Her
emergence on the scene as a leader over male MPpt@d a sea change in the way the
political cooperation was performed. Some of théenmainisters in her cabinet supported
her. As an example, Peter Morrison (1974-1992) @adrge Younger (1964-1992) had a

very good relation with the Prime Minister. Shededir confessed:

In Peter Morrison, | considered that | had an ewpeed House of
Commons man who could put together a good teanot& fer me. Peter
and | had been friends ever since he entered thsdddie had been one
of the first backbenchers to urge me to stand irb19knew that | could
rely on his loyalty?

Additionally, it was pointed out by Prime MinistBavid Cameron (2010-2016) that
she was kind to all the members of her cabm8he was totally devoted to her work and
gave an enormous importance to every single dietg#d with the political management
of Britain. Whenever meeting with the MPs for a alebor a negotiation, she was always
ready and before being there, the male and fem&ls dame before her waiting for her to

come. Thatcher’s tough way of dealing with her Mfs described as “blood spdtt”

It is important to mention that not all Thatcheswff perceived the nature of their
political relation with her a positive one. The walyjudgment was totally different from
one MP to another. Her strong personality pushedidde very kind with those hard
worker politicians and very harsh with those whd dot do their work to its fullest. She

! Margaret Thatchefowning Street Year@arper Collins Publishers, 1993), 706-707

2 “Tributes to Baroness Thatcher”, UK Parliamenoulse of Commons Vol560, April10,2013.

% Gail Sheehy, “ The Blooming of Margaret Thatch&t4nity Fair, June 1989
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/1989/06/margaredttther-198906Accessed December22,2021)
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used to bully her male colleagues who showed lititerest in their work or they did it
badly deviating from her ordefs.She criticized her colleagues in front of eacheot

without secretly blaming them.

She believed that working with someone who diddwhis work to its fullest, he
did not deserve to be forgiven. Keeping workinghw#uch lazy ministers was not a
characteristic of a successful politician. “She wasrciless if someone failed to prepare
...... she believed that compromise was cowardfo&s.an example of her harsh treatment
and blame to her male colleagues, she told GeoHieye (1979-1990) one of the MPs in
her cabinet “then I'd better send you to hospital deliver the statement myseff".

Margaret Thatcher was very harsh when dealing mi¢im in debates or negotiations
especially when they met face to face. She wagithescas “the best man in the cabirfet”
Robin Butler (born in 1938), Thatcher's Principalvate Secretary (1982-1985), pointed
out that it was very difficult to deal with her wihehe was nervous or when she did not
like the political work of a given MP. She was aisgmish person that is why she was
easily being nervous even the situation sometinessily. He commented “dealing with

her face to face was like feeding a fierce anifhal”

Thatcher’s harshness with men and her politicalidation over them in parliament
was the result of her belief in the weakness of .m8he told the Dutch male
representativésafter “spitting at” them “You men, you're all sceak”® Being surrounded
and accompanied by men, Thatcher behaved somelikees “man” through resorting to

“masculine” qualities such as toughness and aggesssss. Her planned methods to deal

! James Wood, “It's Still Mrs. Thatcher’s BritainThe New YorkeNovember25,2019
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/12/02fitb-sirs-thatchers-britaiffAccessed
December22,2021)
2 Herminia IbarraAct Like a Leader, Think Like a Leadéfarvard Business Scholl Publishing,2015), 95
 Wood.
* Dawn, 128.
> Wood.
® Wood.
" During this occasion, the Dutch Prime Minister Bluubbers (1982-1994) visited Britain on March2,398
“Speech at Lunch for Dutch Prime MinisteMargaret Thatcher Foundation
?ttps://www.marqaretthatcher.orq/document/lOSQfG@t:essed May15,2022)

Wood.
*Timothy Stanley, “Why Thatcher Made so Many Enethi@NN ,April 9,2013
https://edition.cnn.com/2013/04/08/opinion/stanfegrgaret-thatcher/index.htrgAccessed May7,2022)
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with men in their house pushed her to be very chedfout the style she was would rely on

to lead England and to make from government afiudne.

3.4.3. Aftermath of Thatcher’'s Political Dominatian

As a politician, the “lron Lady’s” leadership styleas autocratic. She set up her own
decisions without resorting to the views of her enatinisters. She was described as
“stubborn™ . She wanted her plans to be fulfilled whatever issult. One of her policies
that brought her debacle was her stubborn insistendntroducing the Poll TAxShe did
so firstly in Scotland in 1989 and in England irfQ@&lthough her male colleagues advised
her to forget about the idea. They were experientgalitics and they knew very well the
destructive results of such burdensome plans omdlks of people. She did not listen to
them and really introduced the poll tax. She eméddn “authoritative approach” or as it

also labeled “Thatcher’'s Authoritarianism”

This strengthened an unstable relation with somé&esf ministers. The autocratic
style of leadership was a double-edged sword.nthm positive as a ruling method and it
can have a negative impact on the ruler-ruledicgiahip. This was what happened during
the tenure of Margaret Thatcher as an autocratclde She was authoritative and
exercised a political dominatibrover her ministers to the extent of neglectingirthe
intervention to have a hand in the final decisidReddy Millarn in his Article entitled
“Margaret Thatcher: An Appraisal of Leadership Sty2013), confirms this idea through

! Grant, Kay, Kerrigan, and Parker, 383.

2The Poll Tax is also known as the “community cleérgr “uniform community charge”. It is a sum of
money levied on adults over the age of 18 as i there going to pay for their existence in the ledusd.
The amount of money per person reached 400£ agnwih decreases for students and those with low
wages. It was an extended form of taxation in Brit8efore the imposition of Poll Tax on people by
Thatcher in 1990, people in England used to payalL&coperty Tax (LPT). In return for renting a heus
they used to pay their property tax as a finanstalrce for government. The origin of the Poll Tated
back to 1986 when the Department of Environmenttellaa document called the “Green Paper” and also
known as “Paying for Local GovernmenritThe document stated three points that guaranteeddurces of
the governmental finance. One of those reformsaingd in this document was the substitution of the
property tax with flat rate community charge or IPBax.. Document was finally enacted in 1987 and
consequently the Poll Tax firstly introduced in 8aod 1989 and in England and Wales the followiegry
Peter Smith, “Lessons from The British Poll Taxs&ter,” National Tax JournalVol44,n°04, Part
02(1991): 421

% Louisa Hadley and Elizabeth HBhatcher & After: Margaret Thatcher and Her Aftéeli Contemporary
Culture (UK:Palgrave Macmillan, 2010),230.

“ Charlie Beckett, “Margaret Thatcher Transformetitital Communication in UK Politics”|.SE Blog
April9,2013https://blogs.Ise.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/margdtettcher-reshaped-politics-and-political-
communications(Accessed May7,2022)

162

r——
=



Margaret Thatcher: The First Woman Prime Chapter
Minister in British Politics (1979-1990) Three

claiming that “Thatcher was not a collaborativedied’. She explained that it is not
important for her the way her ministers talk , ladtat mattered was that they must fulfill
what she said without saying no. She clainiédMargaret Thatcher ] don’t mind how

much my ministers talk, as long as they do whatyl's

Each beginning has an end. The latter can be elthppy or tragic. The end of
Thatcher's tenure was a tragic one which was cdetti with her downfall and
unceremonial departure. She firstly entered padiarhappily greeted by millions, but she
left parliament “with tears in her ey&The failure of someone or his/her unexpected
lamentable withdrawal does not stem from scratcit,there is always a factor bringing
things upside down. Despite her repeated poliicahkthroughs, Thatcher’s final years in
office were a total fiasco. Her involuntary resijoa was the outcome of the population’s

wrath and the coup her male colleagues organizaithstgher.

3.4.3.1. Societal and Governmental Opposition to é Poll Tax

Margaret Thatcher worked hard on introducing sdvesforms that supercharged
England’s economy under the umbrella of Thatcheriget, the latter had its own dark
side. It can be said that the web of reforms strednced was a double-edged sword. The
unbearable bitter results of her policies led to d@wnfall in 1990. Thatcher’s political
debacle was vehemently interlinked with the mistalkbhe committed in the “Men’s
House”. The Poll Tax imposed forcefully in Englaptbmpted a societal and political

coupagainst her.

Thatcher's gradual downfall in 1990 portrayed tlaetfthat being a woman can
sometimes lead to tragic results in politics. lis thein, the power of a woman in politics
must not be exaggerated to the extent of introdusiomething that would undermine
people’s energy and place a heavy burden on tlaks The Poll Tax, introduced by

Thatcher, for the first time in the British histpswyas an example of the diminishing results

! Roddy Millar, “Margaret Thatcher: An Appraisal loéadership Style”|EDP Developing Leader@\pril

11, 2013https://www.iedp.com/articles/margaret-thatcherappraisal-of-leadership-styléAccessed
December23,2021)

2“Memorable Margert Thatcher Quotel. JazeeraApril 08,2013
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/4/8/memorakdegaret-thatcher-quotéAccessed
December26,2021)

% James Ball, “The Thatcher Effect: What Changed\Athéit Stayed the SameThe GuardianApril12,2013
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/apr/18tther-britaiAccessed May7,2022)
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of the female domination over men in general aner dre population in particular. It was
the last and the lone issue that triggered theoériter Prime Ministership. The Poll Tax
was preceded by a surfeit of reforms that createtate of “poverty and inequality”

Through the Poll Tax, she incorporated another mishing policy that would empty the

poor people pockets bringing them into a new plodsatense misery.

The ignominious resignation of Thatcher was prodokg her imposition of the Poll
Tax on the British people. She thought people waalg it blindly without challenging her
governmental decisions as before, but this timedtenot only trigger people fury and
rebellion, she put an end to her political careea #rime Minister. What worsened matters
was that the disobedience was not only from thé p&population, but even it met a
parliamentary rebellion in the Conservative Partgr political domination, in fact, had its

own price.

The shift from the property tax to Poll Tax led Ergl into anarchy though a myriad
of riots against Margert Thatcher to annul thisadisous reform. The anti-Poll Tax
movement was organized through the formation ofosftipn groups united to express

their outcry against the destructive Thatcheriterra.

Any protest has its own forms. The people’s prosgstinst Thatcher came in a form
of riots known as “tax riot$"on March 31, 1990 in Trafalgar Square. They refusepay
the tax bills through repeated violent demonstretidengland became a battlefield where
the English people were fighting a bloody battlaiagt their leader Margaret Thatcher. It
was estimated that “On March 31, 1990, between000;0200,000 gathered to protest the
tax...One hundred thirteen people were injured, a4l Bople were arrested. Over 100

police needed treatment for injuriés”

The Poll Tax remained one of the most disastrowscherite flagships. It triggered
not only people’s unrest but even her male colleagn parliament and in her cabinet
grew furious and they had their own reaction sithey would be themselves levied also.

Several male ministers warned her to forget abloeitRoll Tax, but in vain. Her political

! Eliana Dockterman, “Why Is Margaet Thatcher Alwa&tying in the Crowr?”, Time Novermebr15,2020

https://time.com/5907856/margaret-thatcher-the-evopAccessed December22,2021)

2 Marlon Mosley, “Margert Thatcher and the Poll Ta3tine 03,2019

Qttps://mwmbloq.com/2019/06/03/marqaret-thatchef-tm-poII-tax/(Accessed Decemeber24,2021)
Mosley.
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stubbornness led to an overnight end of her mandetean example, the Environment
Secretary Mr Nicholas Ridley (1989-1990) remindé@fTher that the Poll Tax would ruin
the entire Britain , but she refused to changentiaed. Another Minister Mr Nigel Lawson
warned her that the poll Tax would be “completelpworkable and politically
catastrophic”.

3.4.3.2. Male Reaction to Thatcherite Political Dolnation

Male MPs during Thatcher’s tenure found themseflu#fdling a woman’s orders,
obeying her decisions and above all being crititiZzsy a woman. Thatcher's male
colleagues respected her to the extent that thelydient when being criticized or blamed
publicly.? This does not mean that they liked the way she tseleal with them. It was
pointed out that male MPs in Thatcher’'s cabinettexh against some negative issues of

her treatment through mocking her “behind her b&ck”

It was pointed out that one of the main reasonsnblefihatcher’'s debacle was the
rising of male opposition to her since she usedxercise a kind of political domination
over them. “Thatcher is more powerful than all then around her, she bossed them
around®. She kept appointing male ministers for positiaie wanted, not as they
wanted. Sometimes, some male ministers wanted toebwlited for a given political
ministerial position because they knew that thege#igd in that domain, but she used to
reject their demands. Some Ministers started tgmes

As an example of those male ministers who residgresiuse of Thatcher’s political
exaggerated domination was Nigel Lawson (1981-128@) Geoffrey Howe. The latter
described her in his resignation speech as “a migte image™ Margaret Thatcher’s
withdrawal from parliament, after many years of ggerance and endeavours, was
triggered by the loss of unity among the male niémgsof her cabinet and she was the only

one responsible for the state of instability in babinet. “She was pushed out of office

L “poll Tax Paper Show Margert Thatcher Ignored ERebellion”, February 19,2016
https://www.theweek.co.uk/69766/poll-tax-paperswstmargaret-thatcher-ignored-early-rebelli@ccessed
December24,2021 )

2 Shephard.

% Shephard.

* Beatrix Campbelliron Ladies: Why Do Women Vote Torf¢dndon: Virago,1987), 233.

® Rodney Brazier, “The Downfall of Margaret Thatchdthe Modern Law RevieWol54, n°4 (1991): 473
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without even losing a general election, indeed eutHosing the leadership election which
forced her to resigri” The poll tax marked a watershed that culminategedpardizing
Thatcher’'s relation with her male ministers alredtgving a good relation with. As

ministers, they were against the poll tax and #agyessed their own outrage themselves.

Most importantly, the end of Thatcher's governmtaatk place when a man reacted
against her. This reflected the weakness of womepolitics. All that had been bravely
done by Thatcher since 1979, a man brought heerntdinees. Geoffrey Howe was claimed
to be the Minister behind her resignation. In 198Batcher dismissed Geoffrey Howe
from her cabinet as the Secretary of State fori§orand Commonwealth Affairs (1983-
1989). He resigned on Novemberl, 1990 delivering fasignation speech against
Thatcher publicly criticizing her policies, goverantal style and accusing her of
destroying the future of Britain. It was pointedt dhat Geoffrey Howe’s 1990 Speech
“destroyed Thatcher's political careérAfter his resignation; the opposition to Thatcher
increased. It was dual; the opposition from théenhdPs in her party, in her cabinet and
from the Labour Party. Geoffrey Howe stated inNisvember 1990 Resignation Speech:

I[[Geoffrey Howe] decided to resign solely becaukguestions of style
and not on matters of substance at all... The tthat, in many aspects
of politics, style and substance complement eabbroWery often, they
are two sides of the same coin... he Prime Ministel Bhave shared
something like 700 meetings of Cabinet or Shadowir@g during the
past 18 years, and some 400 hours alongside elaeh at more than 30
international summit meetings. For both of us, $pgct, it is a pretty
daunting record... it must be said that that prattoaclusion has been

achieved only at the cost of substantial damaghetoAdministration
and, more serious still, to its inflation achieverse. >

Losing the support from the majority of her ministéNorman Fowlér(born 1938),
Geoffrey Howe, Nigel Lawson Cecil Parkinsof (1931-2016) and Nicholas Rid[2y

! Charles MooreMargaret Thatcher The Authorized Biography Volurhes€: Herself Alone(UK: Pinguin
Random House, 2019), XVII

2 Jonathan Maitland, “Howezat! The Day a Dead Sh€emed into a Roaring Lion"The Guardian
November15,2020 https://www.thequardian.com/politics/2020/nov/1%5ffeey-howe-dead-sheep-turned-
roaring-lion(Accessed May15,2022)

% “Geoffrey Howe Resignation SpeechGenius https://genius.com/Geoffrey-howe-resignation-speech
annotatedAccessed May15,2022)

“ Norman Fowler served as Secretary of State fongprart (1979 — 81), Secretary of State for Social
Services (1981-87) and Secretary of State for Eynpémt (1987-90). Andrew Gilbert, “Major Change ? :
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(1929-1993), she was obliged to resign on Noventhef®90! She was, therefore,
succeeded by a man John Major. In her resignapeadh, she claimed “Now it’s time for
a new chapter to open, and | wish John Major & lick in the world®Before her
resignation she was challenged by one of her neirisMichael Haseltine (1966-2001)
over the leadership of the Conservative Party. Hinet Conservative Leadership Election
took place on November20, 1990. Thatcher appeayaith @as a winner through a landslide

victory over Michal. She obtained 204 votes whie fival obtained 152 vote%.

Despite that fact that the “lron Lady” started henure as an admired politician
embarking on several effective economic policiegha end she was terribly opposed by
men in her cabinet, defeated by a man Geoffrey Haneé succeeded by a man John
Major. This revealed a myriad of realities abowg gresence of women alongside men in
politics. She entered the “Men’s House” treatinglemainisters in an authoritative way.
The political domination and political authority ©hatcher in parliamentary politics had a
negative impact on her departure in a way thadsth@ot deserve. No one was responsible
for the unceremonial departure, but herself. $htedg:

On 28 November 1990, as I[Margaret Thatcher] |€ftDbwning Street
for the last time eleven years, six months and tywéour days after |
first set foot there as Prime Minister, | was tonteel by a whirl of
conflicting and confused thoughts and emotionsad passed from the
well-lit world of public life where | had lived slong into ... what? Yet,

though | may have leapt — or been pushed — intalénk, | was not in
free fall. | had my family and my health.

Family Law and Policy in the Decade Following theatkimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 in
British Conservatism and the Legal Regulation dfmiate Relationshipsd. Andrew Gilbert (Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2018), 86

! He served as a Chancellor of the Exchequer fr@88 1o 1989. Gilbert,86.

% He served as Secretary of State for Energy (1989)-and for Transport (1989 — 90). Gilbert,86

® He served as Secretary of State for Transport31986), for the Environment (1986 — 89) and foade
and Industry (1989 — 90). Gilbert,86.

* Emma Dibdin, The Crowts Version of Margaret Thatcher's 1990 Downfall &aka Lot of Liberties with
the Truth”,Elle, December9,202Mttps://www.elle.com/culture/movies-tv/a3477365&/trown-margaret-
thatcher-downfall-geoffrey-howéAccessed December23,2021)

® Dibdin.

® “Conservative Leadership Results,
November1990”https://johnmajorarchive.org.uk/1990/11/27/constvealeadership-results-november-
1990/(Accessed January 12,2022)

" ThatcherPath to Power455
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The political domination she exercised in her cabimas not only clear in the way
she acted, but even the way she spoke, communi@atddnegotiated. The linguistic
domination is another focal factor portraying themiheering aspect of government

especially when it comes to a woman leading men.

3.4.4. Thatcher’s Political Language

The election of Thatcher as the first woman PMha British history represented
sweeping changes in the parliamentary environmfefémale leader’s place in the men’s
space marked a turning point in gender roles amdeyerelations. Margaret Thatcher as a
political icon succeeded, although finally ousted, cementing a female power in
parliament. Power can be also generated throughuégge. Thatcherite language in the
political arena played a vital role in preservimg tfemale political power and a female

political reputation as a successful leader.

The political management did not hinge on actionson-verbal language, but the
oral communication between the leader and histdan played a very significant role to
make from politics a fruitful and workable issutisl not language which is powerful, but
the way it is used can be done either in a powersfulveak way. One’s strength or
weakness is apparent in the way he/she speaks. Wdnis such as Nancy Astor,
Margaret Bonfied, Irene Ward and others relied argliage to defend themselves and to
defend their political positions granted to thenod¥ifocally, they used language to show
their male colleagues that they were powerful; tbeyld stand in front of men and deliver
speeches. The first woman Party leader and Prinmestdr Margert Thatcher was another

outstanding example. She resorted to languagea af politically managing England.

Thatcher’s language as a “leader” was a mediumotoncunicate, to exercise her
political domination and, above all, to run her goyment. Any ruler, whatever his/her
rank, needs a language to exercise his / her poltes.relational style of government
requires a verbal interaction between the leaderd the led people. Thatcher’s
communicative style was another issue through hvficatcher adopted a domineering
way of leadership.As a politician, not as a wontaT, communicative style resembled the
male one. The domineering language she resortedrtonunicate in the parliamentary

contest went in tandem with the autocratic leadprstyle. Thus, her communicative style
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was “argumentative® Whenever orally involved, she preferred to digplggo the details

and presented arguments for everything.

The American linguist Robin Lakoff (born 1942),irerhbook Language and
Woman'’s Plac€1975), listed women’s speech features. They authafollowing “lexical
hedgers and fillers, tag questions, rising intarai and declaratives, empty adjectives,
precise colour terms, intensifiers, hypercorreengnar, superpolite forms, avoidance of
strong swear words, emphatic stresThatcher's communicative style was overshadowed

by those features. Each feature was implementedutiyrto achieve different goals.

One important source to have an idea about theshayused to speak is Then
Lady Movi€ (2011) about Thatcher's life and political career. Thestfiremark about
Thatcher’s language, as depicted in the Movieh# she avoided the use of strong, bad
and swear words to address people around dret she used a lower voice to address
people® The use of the lower voice was not a marker ofkwess, but it was one of the
effective ways to push the audience to pay atteant®he did not always use the lower
voice, but the higher voice was also used. At thgirining of her political career, she
spoke in a higher voice to politically empower le#frén front of men and highly impress
the crowds in a male-dominated sphere (parliamént)Jater she started using the lower

voice to better create an attractive discussiorrenment and to be more influenfiaind

! Brian Leggett, “Profile of a Conviction Speakeratdert Thatcher Part 1Rhetoric and Leadership Blog
NetworkNovember09,2012 https://blog.iese.edu/leggett/2012/11/09/profileaedonviction-speaker-
margaret-thatcher{Accessed December26,2021)

% Robin Lakoff,Language and Woman'’s Pla¢idew York:Harper Colophon Books, 1975), 208

®The Iron Lady Moviewas directed by Phyllida Lloyith 2011 and written bAbi Morgan The character
who performed the role of Margert Thatcher was Mé&tyeep(born in 1949). Xan Brooks, “The Iron Lady:
First ScreeningThe Guardian, November14,201ttps://www.theguardian.com/film/2011/nov/14/therir
lady-first-review(Accessed May8,2022)

* Khoirul Umami Mazidah, “Women’s Speech FeatureedJsy Character Margaret in then Lady Movié
English Language and Literature Jourrvbl01,n°01 (2013):03

> Justin  Osborne, “Speak Like Margaret Thatcher: wHao Master Public Speaking”,
https://www.classycareergirl.com/public-speakingrgaaet-thatcher{Accessed December27,2021)

® Andreas Venetis, “The Importance of Body Langudge Politicians”, Linkedin, January 9,2018
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/importance-body-laage-politicians-andreas-venéfiscessed
May9,2022)
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authoritative'Moving from the higher into a lower pitch was nat easy and overnight

task; she started a speech coach in the Royal iNatioeatef-

Furthermore, Thatcher used the rising intonatiodemlaratives in her parliamentary
debated and speechils theMovie, Thatcher speaking with a male MP, she said: niEri
Minister?! Oh no. Oh no no no. In Britain? Therdlwe no female Prime Minister here,
not inmy lifetime. “No. And 1 told Airey,l don’t gxect to win the leadership, but | am
going to run. Just to shake up the pdityThatcher's use of declaratives was a way to
express her politeness in front of men. At the same, the use of declarative forms was a

way to show her certainty while speaking.

In Thatcher’'s parliamentary debates, she used kedgdillers to make sure the
hearers were following and concentrating with hdditionally, she resorted to fillers
when she was not sure about what she was uttekimgng the fillers she used: “well”,
“you know”, “etc”. In this vein, Thatcherite use fillers in her discussions, conversations
and speeches to attract the attention of hearspecmlly men, revealed her political
readiness before being involved in any relatiorwditipal event. The use of the hedges and
fillers by women, Thatcher as an example, was heays a predictor of readiness and
power. It can be a symptom of insecurity. Thatamd “well” sometimes to express her
anxiety in the environment in which she was invdlvéhis revealed another issue which

was the female insecurity among men.

Furthermore, the female speech is always charaeteby the use of tag questions.
Margaret Thatcher , as a woman and politician wgsgdjuestions for political purposes. In
thelron Lady Movie speaking with one of her male ministers aboutcthraing elections,
she said‘ Ah. Worried about our careers, are we@entlemen, if we don't cut spending

we will be bankrupt. Yes the medicine is harsh thet patient requires it in order to live.

! “How to Master Public Speaking: Tips from World rieus Speakers”Epicflow, August21,2019
https://www.epicflow.com/blog/how-to-master-pubfpeaking-tips-from-world-famous-speakers/
(Accessed May11,2022)

% Chris Weller, A Former FBI Profiler Reveals thec&es Hiding in Trump and Hillary’s Body Language”,
Business Insider October28,2016 https://uk.sports.yahoo.com/news/former-fbi-prafileveals-secrets-
190400447 .htm{Accessed May9,2022)

3 Mazidah, 04

4 Mazidah,04

® Mazidah, 04
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Shall we withhold the medicine? No! We are not vg.owe did not seek election and win

in order to manage the decline of a great nation”

The female use of tag question is another way yihgd'l am not sure about what |
am saying”. The speaker, in this case, is indiyquiishing the hearer to provide an answer.
Coming to the nub of the matter, Thatcher's useagf questions when addressing her
colleagues reflects the fact that women whatever tholitical authority and whatever the
effectiveness of their leadership, they remain eecof supportive intervention and help
from those experienced people. A woman could notareountry without the cooperation
and intervention of men. The reliance on tag qoastivas another way by Thatcher to ask
about something she might ignore or did not knovitimg for male ministers to provide

help or suggestion.

Thatcher's language was described as “egotist@afjiage®. Her egotism was
mirrored in her language during debates, interviewd speeches. As discussed before,
Margaret Thatcher exercised a great authority dvgrministers and even her language
mirrored the feelings of being better than the mth&she was a political warrior. She had a
love of political combat, a zealotry for the caushs believed in, a reluctance to listen to
advice, a conviction that she was always right mexer wrong®. This does not mean that
she always felt at ease while speaking. Lakoffestahat women got interrupted when
speaking in from of men. As a woman, Thatcher, etomes, got interrupted in

interviews?

According to E. Bruce Harrison and Judith Muhlbengtheir book Leadership
Communication: How Leaders Communicate and How Qamvators Lead in Today’s Global

Enterprise (2014) , “leadership language is situationalfo put it another way, language

! Mazidah,04

2 Anna Hodgekiss, “Power Really Does Go to the H&aguert Says That Egos of Thatcher and Blair Were
Reflected in Their Self-Obsessed Langua@édjl Online, October03,2013
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-24425THhAtcher-Blairs-egos-reflected-language-says-
expert.html(Accessed December26,2021)

% “Margaret Thatcher: The Lady and the Land She keaBehind”, The Guardian April 08,2013
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013@8imargaret-thatcher-editor{Alccessed
December27,2021)

* Geoffrey W.Beattie, Anne Cutler and Mark Pearsthy Is Mrs Thatcher Interrupted so oftenNature
1982, 744https://www.nature.com/articles/300744@&kcessed May11,2022)

® E. Bruce Harrison and Judith Muhlbetgadership Communication: How Leaders Communicatetow
Communicators Lead in Today’s Global Enterpriskew York: Business Expert Press, 2014),154
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varies from one situation into another relying ba wvay the speaker addresses the listener.
Speakers sometimes trigger the listener's aggressdaction through an aggressive
language and vice versa. Thatcher relied on heletship language to mirror either her

acceptance of what it was said or she shifted taggmessive response.

One of the pivotal occasions in which “the Iron {fadsed language as a weapon to
defend the political authority and justify the pigkal strength was the debate between
Prime Minister and the MPs even the MPs of the spijom (1979-1990). It was called
Prime Minister Questions (PMQ) or Questions to Rriktinister held each Tuesday and
Thursday in the House of CommdnsDuring the PMQ, Prime Minister was asked a
number of questions and Thatcher had to providerewer. The PMQ lasted 15 minttes
What really proved her political and linguistic ¢iolence was that she answered all the
guestions alone without transferring questions tmenministers in her cabinet. She
claimed that until 1990, she answered 7498 questin698 Question Tim&sShe stated:

But it is Questions to the Prime Minister every Sd&y and Thursday
which are the real test of your authority in theul®, your standing with
your party, your grip of policy and of the factsjtwtify it. No head of
government anywhere in the world has to face tlog sf regular
pressure and many go to great lengths to avoiitiead of government,

as | would sometimes remind those at summits, @casuntable as the
British prime minister..?

To illustrate Thatcherite linguistic behaviour ahé nature of her political discourse,
PMQ or Question Time (QT) is an important examphéer last Question Time
(November1990) remained an “excellentource that mirrored the characteristics of her
linguistic discourse with men. That is why it ikeéa as a sample to unveil Thatcherite
linguistic political discourse. The last Prime Niter Questions for Thatcher was held on

! Starting from 1997, the Questions to the Primeisfén were not held on Tuesday and Thursday, the
Questions Time took place each Wednesday for 3Qutesn Christopher Watson, “House of Commons
Trends: Attendance at Prime Minister's QuestionsUK Parliament, House of Commons Library ,
November03,2020 https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/house-of-comsyrends-attendance-at-prime-
ministers-questiong/Accessed December27,2021)

Z Watson.

® Thatcher;The Downing Street Year35

* ThatcherThe Downing Street Year35

® John Wilson and Anthea Irwin, “Why Can’t a Womaa Blore Like a Man?: Margaret Thatcher and the
Discourse of Leadership ” iDiscourse, Politics and Women as Global Leadeds John Wilson and Diana
Boxer( John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2015),30
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November 27, 1990. She answered all the questimme avithout relying on her senior

ministers for answers.

She spoke in a high self-confident way in fronta#n. The leader of the opposition
Neil Kinnock (1979-1990) asked her about which ef policies she thought it must be
removed by her succor. She answered “| am [Margeratcher] happy that my successor
will carry on the excellent policies that have $inéd with the decline of socialism, brought
great prosperity to this country, raised Britastanding in the world and brought about a
truly capital-owning democracy.” She uttered the expression “brought great prigpe
in a “loud voice” to emphasize the crowning achreeat of her premiership. Language
helped Thatcher in front of men and in front of By@eaker of the House to feel proud of

her achievements.

The debate room was always crowded and the misistsy. Despite the unhelpful
noisy circumstances, Thatcher’s political self-edafce cemented her efforts to overcome
the difficult confrontations alongside men. Herglimstic interaction during the PMQ,
described as “combative situatiénivas one of the multiple ways hinged on to streegt

her political authority.

In front of men, although sometimes interrupted; slas audacious telling her point
of view the way she wanted without fearing the nralection. This was seen in the same
Prime Minister Questions when the leader of theoualParty Neil Kinnock asked her
about what policies should be scabbed after hdrdnaival. She turned and looked at him,
replying aggressively and publicly criticized sdisian that the Labour Party supported.
She said “I[Margaret Thatcher] am happy that myceasor will carry on the excellent

policies that have finished with the decline ofiaism™

. The way of Thatcher’s reply to
Kinnock revealed the female power in parliament #redfemale readiness to interact with
men even in a harsh and “humiliating” way. She dbsd her policies as “excellent”

feeling proud of her ability to undermine the Labsupported “Socialism”.

1 UK Parliament , “Margaret Thatcher's Last Primeniglier's Questions: 27 November 199%butube
Video, 15:55, November25, 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ISIdJISHQQAccessed
December27,2021)

2 Courtney Adams Wooten, “Control and Constraint:rgéaet Thatcher and the Dynamics of Political
Rhetoric During Prime Minister’s QuestionsP&itho JournaMol22,n°02 (2018): 349

3 UK Parliament , “Margaret Thatcher's Last Primenidier's Questions: 27 November 199%butube
Video, 15:55, November25, 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ISIdJISHQQ(Accessed
December27,2021)
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The leader of the opposition Neil Kinnock asked hgain(November 27,1990)
about what government should go concerning the ynéawden of the Poll tax since
Thatcher insisted that nothing would be changeer dfer resignation. She answered “On
the contrary, | really rather thought that they evikeeping the poll—the community charge
"Oh."—the community charge or community policy amdhatever review they have, the
result will be infinitely better than going back tive rates, which of course would be the
worst of all worlds®. Although the community charge was bitterly opgbbg Members
of her government and by the population, she repethie same word twice. This reflected
the fact that Thatcher used language to impos@didgical domination although she knew

that it was a flawed decision.

During the last PMQ (November27, 1990), two male sM¥r. David Wilshire
(1987-2010) and Mr. David Winnick (1979-2017) askieer the same question she
previously answered. They asked her “if she woustl her official engagements for
Tuesday 27”. She answered them in way indirectlingethem to “concentrate next time”.
She used her language to make mincemeat of thote mmaisters who attempted to
interrupt her. Thatcher did not re-provide the agrsshe provided earlier when they were
not paying attention. She simply replied: “I refay hon. Friend to the reply that | gave

some moments agg”.

Add to this, Mr. David Winnick asked a very audaoand hurting question to
Thatcher. He said “Does not Prime Minister findhi¢ height of hypocrisy and nauseating
to be praised by Tory Members when last week th@lybed her in the back”. She did not
furiously react. She simply said “I find it veryfreshing”? Thatcher used her language
sometimes to defend herself during debates. Itneasomething easy for a woman to lead
men in their “House”, but she successfully did. Herliamentary language served

sometimes as a shield to protect herself from trenes of male hostility and humiliation.

! UK Parliament , “Margaret Thatcher's Last Priménister's Questions: 27 November 199%gutube
Video, 15:55, November25, 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ISIdJISHQQ(Accessed
December27,2021)

2 UK Parliament , “Margaret Thatcher's Last Primenidier's Questions: 27 November 199%butube
Videg 15:55, November25, 2009 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ISIdJISHQQ(Accessed
December27,2021)

% “Hansard Volume : House of Commons Debates”, Hamfs€ommons, UK Parliament , Session 1990-
1991, Volome 181 (November19,1990-November30,1990)

( ]
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In brief, Thatcher political language was not ugesd to interact, but even to govern.
Her authoritative style of leadership was refledtetier verbal language. Language was a
very important medium to publicly reflect Thatclepolicies, interests and anomalies.
Thatcher’s verbal language contributed also to toubflections: she could perform
hostile or friendly reactions only through langualge alone her non-verbal gestures that

mirrored her political leadership.

3.4.5. The Iron Lady’s Non-Verbal Communication

Politicians and political leaders do not alwayy reh the verbal discourse to unvell
their political decisions and let the other knowaibtheir political programs. Their body
language is also of a paramount importance. B#lioh ideas, thoughts, responses and
reactions are imbedded in a non-verbal way andtared without even uttering a single
letter . Myriad of political messages are reflectgthout words. Thus, the body language
remains another important key to mirror the streagind the weaknesses of political

leaders all over the world. Margaret Thatcher, a®@an politician was no exception

There are plenty of important clues that play digant role during the political
public performance and through with the speakds &llot through gestures not words.
Non-verbal communication can be performed throug @ntact, facial expression, hand
gestures, the language of legs, postures, and terway of dressing.In most of
Thatcher’'s communicative interactions includingespgees or debates with male Ministers,

she avoided smiling or laughing.

Avoiding a smiling face in politics reflects thectahat Margaret Thatcher preferred
to be more grumpy and aggressive to avoid appeasnsubmissivé However, in other
occasions, she smiled for different purposes. Somest she used her smile as a weapon to
win over men in a conversation. Sometimes, sheeshwihen she was too angry to appear
stronger in front of men and to show her abilityatustom herself even in tough political

circumstances In the first smilé, her teeth are not shown. The closed-mouth smils w

! Marta Rominiecka, Non-Verbal Cues in Politics : Analysis of Gestural Signals Sent by American and
European PoliticiansPoznan Studies in Contemporary Linguisttd44, n° 02 (2008): 249-254

% Allan Pease and Barbara PeaHee Definitive Book of Body Language: How to Re#lie®’ Thoughts by
Their GesturegAustralia: Pease International,2004),70

®Bella Imelda Anarusiska and Lisetyo Ariyanti, “Ge®s Used by Margaret Thatcherthe Iron Lady
Movi€’, University of Surabaya, Ohttps://ejournal.unesa.ac.id (Accessed May9,2022)
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used to convince her colleagues about somethingare not convinced with and to end
the discussions and other questions she found amnoin picture 2, she was smiling
showing her teeth. This smile, known as “felt sitfileortrayed the fact that she was happy
and she was feeling at ease. The third pictisiee was smiling a “fake smife”she heard
something she was not convinced with. She was rsgndind feeling angry at the same

time. This was clearly apparent in her eyes.

This non-verbal cue represented Thatcher's awasetesstrengthen her political
presence that led the others thought thrice tokspsta her. For example, in Speech to the
Conservative Party Conference held in October 198@, stated “o those waiting with
bated breath for that favourite media catchphrdse,"U” turn, | have only one thing to

"’ All the men MPs , who were

say. “You turn if you want to. The lady's not farning.
present in the House of Commons, laughed loudlyt she did not laugh. She kept silent

angrily with her eyes went downwardls.

In addition to the different hidden messages belttieddifferent ways Thatcher used
to smile, She used her index fing& point her male colleagues when she was vergyang
to them. This gesture represents the female aydacéxpress herself freely without being
afraid of the male reaction. This was another nerb& method to exert her power over
men. Words were not the sole way to exhibit heitipal power, but even her gestures.

Another non-verbal gesture done by Thatcher, tengthen her political presence,
was the gestures she done with her legs. Actioaaksipuder than words, so even her legs

“speak”. In her speech entitled “No, No,” in Octold®90, she stood with her legs crossed

! See, PART A “Different Smiles, Different Political Messages”. P 276.
2 Anarusiska, 06.

®See, PART A, “Different Smiles, Different Political M essages”. P 276.

* The felt smile is long and intense. It shows adjns of positive feeling associated with amusement,
contentment and pleasure. Adrian Furnham and Eygéd®etrova Body Language in Business: Decoding
the SignalgNew York: Palgrave Macmillan,2010),34

® See, PART A, “Different Smiles, Different Political Messages”. P 276.

® Anarusiska, 06

" Danco 28, Margaret Thatcher “The Lady’s Not forrfing , YoutubeVideo, 00:30. October8,2007.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQ-MOKEFm@®ccessed May9,2022)

8 See, Part B. P276.
®See, Part C. P276.
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hinging on her right elbowThis means a total feeling of safétffeeling safe among men
in parliament and above all delivering a speectihémn was a vital female achievement in
parliamentary politics. Feeling comfortable withnmeas the seeds of her imposed in the

House of Commons.

Furthermore, Margaret Thatcher spoke through mowieg head upwards. This
gesture indicates a high self-confiderid¢olding the head high means an ultimate self-
confidence. Margaret Thatcher, repeatedly, spoké wihead highto exhibit her self-
confidence in front of the audience. This gesturdact, had a very significant link with
the power and the ability of women in the mascutineninated world (parliament). As a
woman, Margaret Thatcher delivered a non-spokersagesof the female ability to stand

in front of men and to join them in decision-making

The non-verbal communication through the bodilyiaas was of a paramount
importance in politics. It helped the political dems to reflect a surfeit of political
messages in an unspoken way. Margaret Thatcheom&sef those political leaders whose
body language not only expressed her political ghtsi and strengthened her political

presence, but it empowered her in front of men MPs.

3.5. Conclusion

The election of Margaret Thatcher as the first woRame Minister in 1979 marked
a watershed in the female political integratione Shpresented the political zenith all
women MPs desired. As a gifted leader, she embaoked process of radical change
especially in the economic field bringing the hedgrden of consensus politics into an
ultimate end. She worked on restoring the politieonomic and social stability from
over again in Britain. As a woman, she strove iaggreatness again to “Great Britain”.
Those crowning achievements were not the outconoweight plans; they were the gist

of lengthy management of Britain relying on femedgabilities and convictions.

! Wwall Street Journal, “Highlights from the Iron Lasl Speeches ,Youtube Video, 02:30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwzCvuj8XXAccessed May11,2022)

2«51 Body Language Gestures and What They Sigh#s:/lacinai.se/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/51-
Body-Language-Gestures-and-What-They-Signal-.(&tfcessed May12,2022)

3 vanessa Van Edwards, 26 Head Body Language Gesimr€et You A-Head of the GameSgcience of
peoplehttps://www.scienceofpeople.com/head-body-languéetessed May11,2022)

4 See, Part D.
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The “Iron Lady” was an example of those female tpméins who alerted the views of
the female unfitness for political participatiorhesdid not climb the ladder as a political
participant only, but she emerged as a politicallldtazer ruling over men in their
“House”. Thatcherite unchallengeable political gregion represented the female political
invasion of men in their own sphere. In fine, halitwal participation negated the

traditional negative stereotypes about women iitipsl

What remained debatable is her reluctance to pmmibter women into politics. In
this vein, she represented the zenith of polifpaticipation as a PM, but she strengthened
the female underrepresentation in politics to ighest point. Although she was a woman,
she did nothing to pave the way for other womearigly the same sex to reach the
parliamentary world. She represented not only thetiye image of women in politics, but

also the negative angle of the female involvememarliament.

Put simply, her premiership posed several politieasons in the history of female
political immersion. Thatcherite flawed way of gawent in her last years brought her
overnight downfall. The Poll Tax and Thatcher’'s dioeering way of leadership pushed
men to seize the opportunity to topple her thd fitement she committed a great mistake
of the Poll Tax. When her political mission was gpge wished a man to carry on her
policies. John Major would succeed her and womeghtnbe politically empowered
during his premiership. This point would be disagsthoroughly in the fourth chapter.
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4.1. Introduction

Margaret Thatcher was succeeded by John Majoreagdhingest Prime Minister of
the twentieth century at the age of 47. He wouldvesefrom 1990 to 1997. The
Conservative Party accomplished another landslideory in the General Election of
1992. The local government of England was placethethands of Major. The latter did
not rule Britain by himself, but with the help ofimerous Members of Parliament. Those
MPs were male and female ones appointed by Majoséif to political and Ministerial

positions that he wanted after being elected.

As previously mentioned in the third chapter, Matgrhatcher did not grant an
opportunity to women to become MPs based on a nuofterguments. Sharing the same
gender, the female political progress under Thatodrmained an unreachable quest for a
number of women. This chapter tries to examine dbwtinuity of Thatcher’'s feminine
touch in politics as a woman. It tries, additiopatb dig deep in Major’s attitudes towards
the female political integration as a man on the band. On the other hand, it throws light
on women’s political status under a male leader iandirrors, therefore, male-female

relations in parliament.

4.2. John Major as Prime Minister

In the light of the political laws in parliamentrifde Minister could not hold such
position without previously serving as an MP. Jdhajor was one of the male MPs in
Margret Thatcher’'s cabinet. His political persewee paved the way for his political

access as PM.

4.2.1. The Dawn of John Major’s Parliamentary Involrement

John Major was born on March 29, 1943 in Carshalgmrey, but he grew up in
Brixton. He did not carry on his studies in univgrdecause he was obliged to leave
school at the age of 16 to financially support faimily.! His first political experience
started in Brixton when he entered as Conservatile.emerged as a candidate for

! Adam Augustyn, “John Major: Prime Minister of Ustit Kingdom”
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Majdccessed January 12,2022)
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Lambett Constituency at the age of 21n 1964, he started serving as the chairman of
Housing Committee. In 1986, he became a MinisteStafte for Social Security (1986-
1987) and his political advancement reached itk peal987 when he was offered an
opportunity to become a senior minister in Margreatcher’s cabinet in which he served
as Chief Secretary of Treasury (1987-1989). In 1989became a Foreign Secretary and
later, he was appointed by the Thatcher as Chamaaflthe Exchequer (1989-1990). He
emerged on the political scene as a senior Minidteg to the support of a woman;

Margaret Thatcher.

4.2.2. The Contribution of Margret Thatcher to Major’'s Political Success

From 1918, when the First woman Nancy Astor bectredirst female MP in the
House of Commons, the political power of women amlipment was terribly undermined.
The ceaseless obstacle of underrepresentation ket@nsole criterion of the female
political participation. The Coming of Thatchertas first woman PM, the role of women
in politics and their effectiveness in the “Men’sii$e” increased. Above all, women could
have an impact on the political success of menoéddgexample for this was Thatcher’s
appointment of John Major in her cabinet. She didamnly grant him a golden opportunity
to have a word in the process of decision-making,she fueled his political success. This
was the first lesson for the role of women in podit A woman could lead men to their
political success. Major himself admitted the fétat Thatcher played a vital role in
bringing up his political success. In the ConseweaParty Conference held in 1991, he

stated:

Earlier this week, this Conference welcomed Mrstdher. You gave her
the most tumultuous reception. She deserved it.|&heur country for
over 11 years, our Party for over 15. We owe Maargreat debt. The
Britain she left us is immeasurably stronger thaa Britain she found.
Above all, she helped others to believe in us agmdtai believe in
ourselves. And on those foundations she laid thgesat election

! Lambeth is an inner Borough of London. “Lambettttps://www.britannica.com/place/Lambdi#ccessed
January 06,2022)

2 “past Prime Ministers : The Rt Hon Sir John Ma{@ CH”, GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-primenisiers/john-majofAccessed January06,2022)
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victories. It's good to applaud; it's grand to chdgut the greatest tribute
we can pay her is to do as she did. To win, and and win again...

In her final years in power, Margaret Thatcher a#sia man to succeed her and to
keep her policies. She chose John Major as heessoc The crux of the matter is that she
did not wish a woman as her successor, but a mamut it another way, this was a
message that despite the political breakthroughhattcher, but parliament in general and
Downing Street in particular remained and wouldaena male space. She claimed:

My problem was the lack of a successor whom | couldt to keep my
legacy secure and to build on it. I liked John Maad thought that he
genuinely shared my approach. But he was relativaelgsted and his

tendency to accept the conventional wisdom hadngive pause for
thought........ however, no other candidate found grefateur with mé

During her tenure as Prime Minister, she admireqoN® work in the economic
field especially when Thatcher appointed him asGhancellor of Exchequer on October
26, 1989 after the resignation of Nigel Lawsd®he supported him and appointed him as
her successor. Most importantly, she advised thmlees of the Conservative party to
electorally backing him. She stated: “He [John Mgpwill be a superb leader of this
country. | want everyone in the party to rally behhim so that he can go én"The good
relation between Thatcher and Major was clear etdghe end of her premiership. Major
admired her as a “Woman” politician. He stateeéralfiis victory as Prime Minister :

It is a very exciting thing to become leader of thenservative Party,
particularly exciting to follow one of the most rarkable leaders the
Conservative party has had. | believe that as preeeds and Margaret

Thatcher's period as Prime Minister is seen in @rgyerspective it will
be seen that she has been a very Yreat

! “Leader’s Speech'British Political Speech 1991http://www.britishpoliticalspeech.org/speech-
archive.htm?speech=13Accessed February 12,2022)

% ThatcherThe Downing Street Year§?2

% Nigel Lawson served as the Chancellor of Excheéroen 1983 to his sudden resignation in October9198
“Nigel Lawson” ,Speakers Associatb#ips://www.speakersassociates.com/speaker/nigsieia/ (Accessed
May12,2022)

#441990: Tories Choose Major for Number 1@n This Day 1950-2008BBC News
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/storiegénaber/27/newsid_2528000/2528847.¢&ucessed
January 12,2022)

® “Written Statement on John Major's election as tPareader”, Margert Thatcher Foundatign,
November1990https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/1078¥dcessed January 12,2022)
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The leadership of the Conservative Party was alayayranted to John Major who served
as a MP during a woman'’s tenure, supported by aamoamd re-shaped parliament as a

male- led space from over again.

4.2.3. Becoming the Leader of the Conservative Pgrand Prime Minister

John Major became the leader of the Conservativiy,Haeviously led by Thatcher
since 1975, following her unexpected resignationNwvember 28, 1990. He did not
become the leader of the Conservative Party ovietnidowever, an election to choose a
leader was held in 1990. The results of 1990 Coasee Party Leadership Election
guaranteed his political success as a leader. gdiiscal leadership contest was held on
November 27, 1990 as the second ballot that aintesklacting the new leader of the
Conservative Party. The outcome of the ballot m@dothe victory of John Major gaining
185 votes winning over his rivals Michael Heselt{i®66-2001) with 131 votes and the
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd (1979-183%)taining 56 vote$. The votes for Major
represented 55% of the electorate whereas Hes@Sfe and Hurd 15%The following

day, he was appointed Prime Minister in Novembdr280).

The first issue he strived to adjust was strengtitethe Conservative Party’s unity
already lost during Thatcher’'s tenure. Her domimgeiand autocratic leadership style
triggered a bitter opposition and division in tharty. This kind of unstable relations
between a ruler and a ruled contributed to her dalviBy the same token, the success of
a given political party and the effectiveness & governmental strategies is highly
interlinked with a stable relation between its mensbA jeopardized relation means a total

fiasco of the entire party.

! Michael Haseltine (born in 1933yas a Member of Parliament from 1966 to 2001. He waCabinet
Minister in various departments from 1979 to 1986 4990 to 1997 and Deputy Prime Minister from 1995
to 1997. “Michael Haseltine”, GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/government/people/michael-héselt
(Accessed May20,2022)

% Douglas Hurd (born 1930) served as an MP stanfdinthe constituency of Witney. During John Major’s
Tenure, Douglas Hurd served as Secretary of Stattome Office (1989-1995). “Douglas Hurduropean
Leadership Netwdr  https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/persamdtis-hurd/  (Accessed
May20,2022)

%41990: Tories Choose Major for Number 10”.

4 Catherine Haddon, “Conservative Leadership CtsiteBast and Present”, Institute for Government,
July3,201&ittps://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/cengtive-leadership-contests-past-and-present
(Accessed January 12,2022 )
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4.2.4. The General Election of 1992

The 1992 General Election was held on Thursdayjl®pt990. It was pointed out
that this election was the first occasion whenGloaservatives got the highest number of
votes in history. The conservative Party under John Major receividnillion votes that
resulted in 43% of the total electorathe Conservative Party, again, witnessed a surge i
the number of votes. It was estimated that thespapresented 45% of votes for the
Conservatives and 39% for the Labour Party under Kenock.® The increased support
to the Tories aimed at freeing England from theneaaic chaos it witnessed under the
Thatcher in her final years. John Major declareat #n election should take place after the
dissolution of parliament. He stated on March K92t

Good Morning. | [John Major] can now confirm to ythat this morning
I[[John Major] saw Her Majesty The Queen and sogintpermission for
a dissolution of Parliament and a General Elecbhon9 April. 1 am

pleased to say that Her Majesty has given her gsion for that to go
ahead..... | believe the time is now right to go ahtea a decision at a
General Election. Up and down the country therenas doubt that
business wants such a decision, it needs to knawtltie Conservative
Party are safely back in government so it can moaeeith its investment

plans and see this country return from recessiore¢overy. | believe
that will be able to go ahead the moment the elads concluded®

The 1992 election, as any general election in Britaimed at electing the 651
members of the House of Commons after the disswoludf parliament since the backbone
of any parliament in every corner of the worldts membership. The General Election of
1992 led to the fourth consecutive electoral vigtof the Conservative Party since 1979
bagging 21 MPs in the House of Commons and having % as a share of the vét€he
following table shows the election’s results’ sunmyarhe focus is on the three main

political parties in Britain.

“past Prime Ministers: The Rt Hon Sir John Major K&".

? Reitan, 151

® Reitan, 148.

*“Mr Major’s Statement on the General Election -March 1992”, March 1992
https://johnmajorarchive.org.uk/1992/03/11/mr-majstatement-on-the-general-election-11-march-1992/
(Accessed February 11,2022)

®Vernon Bogdanor, “The 1992 General Election ardBhitish Party SystemGovernment Opposition: An
International Journal of Comparative Politié%l27,n°03 (1992): 283
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Table 4.1.: The 1992 General Election Results Summa

Votes (millions) Share of the Candidates Seats Won

Vote %
The Conservative Party 12.80 45.5% 524 319
The Labour Party 9.55 33.9% 524 195
The Liberal Democrats 5.40 1.2% 522 10
Others 0.40 1.4% 758 0

Source:Pilling and Cracknell, 20-21

In the light of the Conservative electoral breastlygh, John Major preserved his
position as a PM, emerged as a triumphant winndrraalized a victory over his rivals
Neil Kinnock, the leader of the Labour Party andldBaAshdown (born 1941) the leader
of the Liberal Democrats. The Conservative Partyldaot emerge as the victorious
governing one without the electoral support ofpbeulation. The latter would choose and
would elect the ones who deserved, who successklisesented and , above all , would
decide who would be qualified to take part in tleeidion —making machinery. He stated
in his electoral campaign manifesto, entitled “TBest Future for Britain®, the
significance of the population’s choice of the Gamsative Party as the governing one to

avoid the aftermath of the Labour’s negative peBci

You know | believe in choice. And in this electicas always, there is
another choice. You can vote for our opponents, \aatth them take
Britain back to the 1970s. Back to socialism. Batkstrikes. Back to
strife. Back to the world's pity, or worse stilprdempt. | don't believe
Britain wants that. | know the world doesn't walmatt for Britain. ..... I
hope you will choose a different path - to go fordyanot back; to go for
the best, knowing that Britain can be the bestdmd best. My belief is
clean only the best is good enough for Britain.

11992 Conservative Party General Election Mand@stitp://www.conservativemanifesto.com/1992/1992-
conservative-manifesto.shtiff\ccessed May12,2022)

2 1992 Conservative Party General Election Manifes
http://www.conservativemanifesto.com/1992/1992-eowative-manifesto.shtnfAccessed January13,2022)
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Beating the record as another male Premier anddeteof the Conservative Party, John
Major had to select what should be kept from Thatshpolicies and what should be
eliminated. In another word, he was supposed toesgmt himself as a “Man in the

‘Men’s House’” rather than a supporter of a womdd&as and ideologies.

4.2.5. Major’s Legacy Experiencing the Impact of Magaret Thatcher’s Policies

As a male politician, John Major embarked on aqylbvershadowed by keeping
some of Thatcherite governmental strategies, ctimgcsome, extending some and
eliminating some others. It was pointed out thatjdvlawould introduce another
“Thatcherism without Thatcher” If compared to his woman predecessor, he wasrlazi
that Thatcher and he was not such a hard workerhié® When it comes to the thorough
reading, he did not read much if compared to theiléel Thatcherite reading of any single

word having a relation with the domestic or theefgn affairs.

It is worth noting that Major did not keep all Thiaér's policies, but the female
touch persisted in his cabinet. He believed thatesof Thatcher’s policy ingredients were
useless and they led to chaos and local dissetikeJhhatcher, he supported “unity and
inclusion”.® He relied on some of Thatcher's policies; but thay he imposed them
differed. He altered Thatcher’s strident and aggvesstyle to a comfortable one that
would bring the population’s satisfaction. He woldelep, in fact, what Kenneth Clarke

(born in 1940j called “Thatcherism with a human face”.

Major’s political agenda encapsulated some of Thets governmental strategies
such as privatization, deregulation, resentingadiscn and the right to owhPrivatization,
as an example, did not meet the public dissatisiactThe female Thatcherite

! Gilbert, 86

2 Richard J Aldrich and Rory Cormadhe Black Door, Spies, Secret Intelligence andidritPrime

Ministers(London: William Collins, 2016),490.

% peter DoreyThe Major Premiership : Politics and Policies underhn Major, 1990-97London: Palgrave

Macmillan, 1999),XIllI

4 Kenneth Clark was a Conservative MP who serveBeasetary of State for Health 1988 to 1990, Seoreta

of State for Education and Science 1990 to 1992néi8ecretary 1992 to 1993 and Chancellor of the

Exchequer 1993 to 1997. “The Rt Hon Kenneth Cl&kg GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/kenneth-clgkecessed January 07,2022 )

® David Haigron, “ “Caring” John Major : Portrait afThatcherite as a One-Nation Tor@bservatoire de la

6société britannique? (2009)https://journals.openedition.org/osb/7@ccessed January 07,2022)
Haigron.
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governmental strategy to privatize the industremained unwanted even after departure.
By 1992, coal mines continued to be closed and icohistry continued to be privatized.
This led to another kind of instability that refled the dark side of giving a woman an
opportunity to govern. Even under a male PM, thalipuesentment to Thatcher’s policies

persisted.

In the light of preserving Thatcher’s privatizatipolicy, it was estimated that the
closure of more coal mines culminated in the 10580000 jobs. The same year, Major
embarked on the last step for privatization. Heliplypannounced the urgent need to
privatize the British Raif*The franchise of railways and the sale of Rail kréx private
companies created another public resistance. Tat pmbther way, it was another outcry

expressed against the seeds of a woman'’s policies.

It is important to know that Major’s preservatiohpoivatization as one of his female
predecessors was fruitless. Although privatizatiaas lucrative for government, it was
described as “a national disasfeir the British people. Since one of the principte a
successful ruler was to please the ruled peoplgomMiasistence on keeping Privatization
placed another heavy burden on people’s backs ieflgabe workers already taking part
in the privatized industries. Vernon Bogdanor exydd the dual role of local government.
He stated that the role of government was “to mste that things are done that the

community needs and to secure the wellbeing ottmemunity”®

Although Major kept some of Thatcher’s policies, Wwerked on either adjusting
some of her policies or breaking them. To see drgbeople favoured the persistence or
the neglect of Thatcher’s policies, a poll tookagelalt was estimated that 68%om those

! Reitan, 157

® Reitan, 158

% British Rail is the short form of British Railway$he national Railway System was firstly created 947
in the light of the Transport Act of 1947. The atated also the public ownership of railroads.ritigh
Railways”, The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannibtps://www.britannica.com/topic/rock-Scotland-1880
overview-708529Accessed January 12,2022 )

* Reitan, 160.

® Vernon Bogdanor, “The New Localism : Local Goveemn and Constitution”, Gresham College,
December12,2006 https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lecture/transcript/ptiveé/new-localism-local-government-
and-the-constitutionfAccessed January 15,2022).

® Karin Davies, “Major ‘Im My On Man” UPI , November30,1990
https://www.upi.com/Archives/1990/11/30/Major-I-amy-own-man/6875659941200Accessed February
12,2022)
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who were asked favoured breaking with her polic@se of her policies to be changed
was the Poll Tax. In return, he introduced the @durax. In this vein, he stated “I want to

bring into being a different kind of countr}” Cooperating with his ministers, Major

worked on repealing the Poll Tax which was congideas one of the unforgotten blunders
of Thatcher that triggered her political demise.chiel Heseltine (born in 1933) ,

appointed by Major as a Minister for Environmentggested the replacement of the Poll
Tax with Council Tax. He informed his predecessbrough a five-page letter, that

ditching her imposed Poll Tax would be inevitabtel @ompulsory because it was “unfair,
uncollectable and indefensibfe”In his letter to Thatcher, he wrote:

Dear Margaret. The decision to abolish the commgucitarge was not
taken lightly... But having consulted widely througihdhe party, 1 am
convinced that it would never be accepted as dgaitand that it would
never be properly collectable either ...I [John Mpjdo not think we
could long defend a situation in which some peowee paying more in
community charge than in income tax...

Most significantly, the forceful imposition of thHeoll Tax did not solely bring the
defeat of Thatcher, but it had a negative impacthenpolitical world after her departure.
The general election of 1992 devoted to elect teenbers of the House of Commons, the
Conservatives did not receive much votes from peagleady used to support the
Conservative Party. Fearing the persistence ofr @éstructive policies like the community
charge, those people, used to opt for the elecsupport of the Conservative Party in
general elections, shifted their attention to othaitical parties especially the Labour Party.
In this vein, it can be pointed out that female t€harite stubborn insistence on the Poll Tax
had a tremendous affect on the electoral destitlyeo€onservative Party. The latter endured
“reduced majority in 1992*. The majority of seats were reduced by'Zhe fall in the

electorate was one of the outcomes of Thatchebgsanable policies.

' Reitan, 139

2 Alan Travis,“Unfair, Uncollectable': How Major Told Thatcher Méas Ditching Poll Tax"TheGuardian
for 200 Years July20,2017 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jul/20fain-uncollectable-how-
major-told-thatcher-ditching-poll-taf@dccessed Januaryl15,2022)

% Claire Ellicott, “John Major Tried to Charm Mrs Aicher with Letter about Carrying Forward the Clesnc
of the Last Ten Years’ as He Abandoned Poll Tax &mmolished Her Legacy”The Daily Mail
July20,2017https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-471207 2ideMajor-tried-charm-Margaret-Thatcher-
letter.html(Accessed Januaryl15,2022 )

4 Jeremy Smith and lain McLean, “The UK Poll Tax atie Declining Electoral Roll: Unintended
Consequences”, Paper Presented to University ofwitlar, Department of Economics, N°398, October
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Despite Thatcher’s fury for Major’s decision to &blo one of her flagship policies,
he did his best to explain in details the dark sifle¢he Poll Tax. The Council Tax was
introduced on April 1, 1993 in the light of the lad¢&Government Finance Act (1992). The
Act obliged occupants of any property to pay the bawas a system in which people were
taxed for the ownership of a property (housesds an annual fee paid to the local
council. This system stated that the more the ptppe big, the more the owner would be
taxed. Each person aged less than 18 years oléxeaspted from paying the tax. Only the
liable persons, above the age of 18, did so. Cbhancil Tax stopped the people’s
backlash against the previous Thatcherite taxesindividuals. It was a shift from

individual-based tax into a property-based tax.

The first woman leader of the Conservative Partpdsed taxes on individuals
sharing the same house or flat where to live, batcbuncil tax was imposed on the house
(property) only without taking into account how rgapeople were living there. The
council tax was described as “fdiit which all property owners would be equalizedaas
as the way they were taxed on the one hand. Ootties hand, it was put forward as a

“compromise® between the local rates and the already opposeg i tax.

Although the council tax was concerned with prapsrstit was a heavy burden on
the backs of the poor people who found it veryidift to afford money to be paid. For
the poor people, in London for example, the coutasilwas similar to the Poll Tax despite
a series of reduction for the low-income personsis Tfact revealed that the botches
committed by a woman in politics could be anothathpto start another political bungle
whether the successor would be a man or a womangihg for the abolition of the Poll
Tax reflected another issue pertinent with the lpesi female stubborn intervention in
politics. By the same token, Margaret Thatcher gdier best to bring up her downfall

mirrored a clear message for women MPs and wonsatefe not to be over-confident in

1992) , 01 https://www.econbiz.de/Record/the-uk-poll-tax-ahd-tieclining-electoral-roll-unintended-

consequences-smith-jeremy/10000844{7A€cessed February 11,2022)

! Derek Gillard, “1990-1997 John Major: More of tSame” inEducation in England: A Historgd Derek

Gillard (Queen's Printer for Scotland, 2018).

2«Council Tax Reform in the Age of Localism: Why @wils Should Take the Lead”, New Policy Institute,

., November 2015 https://www.npi.org.uk/files/3714/4904/8704/CT_nefo - a_discussion_paper-
update Nov_15 TBB.pdAccessed January 15,2022)

® Stuart Adam, Louis Hodge, David Phillips and Xiaowu, Revaluation and Reform: Bringing Council

Tax in England into the 21Century( London:The Institute for Fiscal Studies,202@), 0
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imposing harmful policies. Whatever the female &&l unchallengeable powers and
whatever the political zenith they reached, but nviiecomes to politics, a single bungle

means a farewell to power and authority.

In the light of Major's political breakthrough agife Minister succeeding the
longest serving woman Prime Minister in the Britislstory, he was not granted an
opportunity to take the lead after the willing depee of his predecessor, but he came to
succeed a woman strongly opposed by people andhéyTbry MPs. Admittedly,
preserving some of her policies, abolishing otltkcsated Thatcherite personal choice to
fail. It was noted that Thatcher taught the fenpadkticians “the freedom to fait’

This idea is synonymous with the female persorsgaasibility for being successful,
unsuccessful or defeated. After the downfall of t€har, the floor was given to a man to
pursue another policy in an attempt to overcomefldngs of his predecessor woman.
Pursuing that web of policies was not the task dajdvl only; it was the task of the
cooperative political mission of male and female VIPhe latter were terribly excluded
from politicians during Thatcher’s tenure. Howe\adter her withdrawal, women were re-

offered new opportunities to hold higher ministepasitions from over again.

4.3. Female Political Participation during Major’s Premiership

The political participation did not refer solely tioe direct personal intervention of
politicians in parliament to have a word on thealoaffairs of a given country and even on
its foreign affairs. Voting is also one importantrh of political integration. Major did not
emerge as a PM for granted; the support of mald@mdle electors played a pivotal role.
Put simply, women were not solely voters; they dtas candidates to be elected for the
sake of setting foot in parliament as MPs. The kastl final step was the political

recruitment as women MPs.

4.3.1. Female Candidacy, Electoral Support and WonmeMPs in the 1992 General
Election

! Kate Maltby, ‘Margaret Thatcher gave Britain’s Female Politici#nes Freedom to Fail'The Guardian for
200 Years May 3,2019

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/®@hargaret-thatcher-success-britain-female-
politicians-fail (Accessed January15,2022)
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First and foremost, there was no election that eld without candidates because
the gist of parliamentary machinery was the emeargeni a victorious political party with
a specific number of candidates. Each politicatyphad a certain number of candidates
Statistics showed that there were 29d@ndidates in the election of 1992 that resulted i
the landslide victory of the Conservative Party@emdohn Major. The three main political

parties fielded different number of women candidate

They selected 34Wwomen candidates. It is important to mention thatnumber of
women candidates increased if compared to the queviseneral Election of 1987 when
there were 243female candidates. This remarkable surge in th@bes of women
candidates and the improvement of the nature offémeale candidacy for political
integration mirrored the fact of granting women nelances to climb the ladder as
political trailblazers. The Conservative Party apped 59 women candidates, among them
16 had already served as MPs. Moreover, the LaBatty selected 138 women in which
24 of them used to be MPs. Last but not least, Sbeial Democrats Party selected 144

women candidates.

As far as the female support to the ConservativeyPted by John Major, was
concerned, not all women in England exhibited eledtpreference for the Conservatives.
Older women supported the Conservatives more beyounger women. Older women,
over the age of 35kept electorally supporting John Major more thiteomen® Younger
women shifted their attention to support the LabBarty. They supported the Labour
Party because the latter had glorified the politredorms. It was pointed out that male

voters outnumbered female voters in this election.

! Byron Criddle, “MPs and Candidates,” The British General Election of 1992d. David Butler and
Dennis Kavanagh (London: Macmillan Press Ltd, 199D

? Criddle, 219

® Criddle , 219.

* Criddle, 219

® G.E.Maguire Conservative Womet94

® pippa Norris, “Mobilising the ‘Women's Vote: Th&ender-Generation Gap in Voting Behaviour”
Parliamentary Affairsvol 49,n°02 (1996):339

" Tracy McVeigh and Toby Helm, “Female Parliament@gndidates Are on the Rise — but Why Aren’t
Women Voting?”,The Observer Women in Politicslarch 8,2015
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/mar/08ifde-parliamentary-candidates-rise-why-arent-women-
voting (Accessed February2,2022)

192

~—
—



Women'’s Political Stances During John Major’s | Chapter
Tenure (1990-1997) Four

In the light of the 1992 General Election’s resul8® womeri candidates were
elected to serve as MPs. This number indicated wahen represented 1G%f the
Commons if compared to 90% of male MPS. Those é&ell women represented 20 ones
in the Conservative Party, 37 in the Labour P&@#®in the Liberal Democrats and another
woman was elected for the Scottish National PaBYWR)3 21 out of 60 were newly
elected to the House; 14 Labour, 6 Conservativa$ hnLiberal Democrats. The
Conservative Party, if compared to the oppositi@mtyPthe Labour one, selected few
women and the obstacles to selection always underdrthe increased female integration
in the party. Most concurrently, the number of woncandidates standing in this election
was higherto the number of all female candidates in previelestions. The provided
table below illustrates the number of women eledies in the House of Commons if
compared to the whole Commons’ membership.

Table 4.2.: The Number of the Elected Male and Fenie MPs in the General Election
of 1992

Conservative Labour Party Liberal Democrats Others
Party
The Number of 336 271 20 24
All MPs
The Number of 20 37 02 3
Women MPs

Source Mona Lena Crook and Judith Squires, “Gender Quata8ritish Politics: Multiple
Approaches and Methods in Feminist ResearchBritish Politics 1(2006): 49
10.1057/palgrave.bp.4200002 (Accessed Februdét922)

The main way to increase the number of women caeldo run for an election and
to be elected for parliament was the resort totetat gender quotas. The latter is a
strategy to increase the number of women candidates to promote the female

representation in political legislatures.

The quota system places the burden of recruitmenom the individual
woman, but on those who control the recruitmentess. The core idea

! For more details about the elected women in theisdoof Commons in 1992 General Election, see
APPENDIX C, P.263.

2 “Women in Parliament: A Guide to the History of Wen’'s Participation in Parliament and their
Representation in the Historical Collections”, 07.

® Criddle, 219.

* Criddle, 219.

®Donley T.Studler and Susan Welch , “ A Giant StepWomankind: Women Candidates and the 1992
General ElectionJournal of Elections, Public Opinion and Partiesl3,n°01 (2007): 216
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behind this system is to recruit women into pddtipositions and to
ensure that women are not only a token few in jpalitife®

Due to the female limited political emancipatidhe list of candidates did not
encapsulate men only. However, the gender quot@rmysnhanced an unchallengeable
women’s political integration as an MP. The firs¢swas to be elected. The selection
process of candidates went in tandem with seleawegn women alongside men. The
success of those gender quotas was not guaraiiteeas affected by a series of factors.
They included the nature of the political systene, type of electoral or voting system, the
type of quota system adopted, cultural attitudesatds the role of women in society, and

the nature of the parliamentary environment itself.

Concurrently, the number of women candidates stanoh this election was higher
%0 the number of all female candidates in previelestions. Female Candidates quotas
played a focal role in this remarkable surge in mlubenber of women candidates. “The
adoption of quotas for female candidates in intiepaaty rules has proved one of the most

important and successful means for getting more @voimto office™

When the Conservatives and the Liberal democratsaireed reluctant to pursue
strategies to increase the number of women MPkerHouse of Commons , the Labour
Party relied on All-Women Shortlists (AWS) startifigm 1993. It was known as the All-
Women Shortlists Policy (AWSP) firstly introducey Harriet Ruth Harman (born 1950).
The nub of this policy was to include women solelyhe candidates list. The AWS came
to an halt in 1996 because it was seen as “illetgice men were discriminated and

deprived from candidacy.

4.3.2. Women'’s Political Representation in the Howsof Lords (1990-1997)

! Drude Dahlerup, Using Quotas to Increase Women's Political Repriesiam” in “Electoral Quotas for
Women: An International Overview” ed. Joy McCanmarlRment of Australia ,Novemberl14,2013,
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/ParliamentBepartments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp13
14/ElectoralQuotagAccessed February 2,2022)

2 McCann.

3 T.Studler and Welch , “ A Giant Step for WomanKin2{L6

4 Ronald Inglehart and Pippa Norris, “The Developtakiiheory of the Gender Gap: Women’ s and Men’ s
Voting Behavior in Global Perspectiviiternational Political Science RevieWol. 21,n°4 (2000): 455

® Krook and Squires, 48.
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As already mentioned, women could not sit as peeges the House of Lords until
1958. During John Major years, 29 wormevere granted Life Peerages who represented
18% of the Lord$In 1992, they represented %@ here were 75 women appointed in one
year from the 8Z6members of the House. Like the House of Commomsnen in the
Upper House witnessed underrepresentation. Amarggtfemale successful appointees in
the Upper House during Major’s tenure : Phyllis @tby James (1920-2014), Sally Rachel
Hamwee (born 1947), Jennifer Hilton (born 1936) Biadline Perry (born 1931).

One of the life peeresses in the House of Lords Masyaret Thatcher. The latter
shifted from being a PM into a life peer in the derfrom 1992 to 2013. Despite her
unwilling resignation, her interest in politics pested. She was given a new opportunity to
be a political participant during her successodmmistration. As a Member in the House
of Lords, she took parts in debates over foreidairaf Thus her political experience as a
PM contributed to her easy and fruitful involvememtthe Upper House. She told the
Times Newspapéell am very much looking forward to being part ohffament once

again,®

Since the House of Lords was also another body evheomen’s political
participation was overshadowed by underrepresamathe limited number of women
members represented the elite. As examples of thaseen in the Lords from the
Conservative Parfy it can be listed: Daphne Park (1921-207Q)ulia Cumberlege
(1943)', Heather Brigstocke (1929-2004)Detta O’cathain (1938-2021) Pauline

! For more details about the whole number of wonrerthe House of Lords during Major's years, see
APPENDIX E, P 269.

2 “Representation of Women in the House of Lordstjuse of Lords Library, UK Parliament, February
24,2021  https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/representatidha@men-in-the-house-of-lords/  (Accessed
February16,2022)

% Molinari, 57

* Dorothy Hughes, “Women in the House of Lords”, ude of Lords Library, UK Parliament
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/research-brigfln-2015-0017(Accessed February 20,2022)

® “Thatcher to Join the House of Lord&JPI Archives
June06,199%2ttps://www.upi.com/Archives/1992/06/06/Thatchetjgn-House-of-Lords/3093687411140/
(Accessed February 20,2022)

® Those women are chosen from the Conservative Ramijar to John Major’s victorious party in the
General Election of 1992 the Conservative One. Répseley, “Major's Cabinet”,Chicago Tribune,
April26,1992 https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-199259202070144-story.htm{Accessed
May12,2022)

" She joined the House of Lords as a Life Peer 9@01and left the House in 2010. “All Members of the
House of Lords'https://www.theyworkforyou.com/peergiccessed May12,2022)

! She joined the House as a Life Peer in 1990. KAdmbers of the House of Lords”.
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Perry (born in 193%F) Lynda Chalker (born in 194%)Doreen Miller (1933-2012),
Patricia Rawlings (born in 1939) Pamela Kirkham (born in 1929) and Judith
Wilcox (born in 19399. All in all, women kept joining men in their “Hoes and this

unchallenged entry was fueled by the help and tippart of the Prime Ministers.

4.3.3. John Major’s Attitudes Towards Women'’s Poliical Power

Any leader in the world whether Prime Minister aefident supports or totally
rejects the female inclusion in the political mary. John Major, in turn, was one of the
male Prime Ministers who exhibited positive att@sdtowards women in politics. He
supported them and paved the way for their imprgwadical presence through granting
few women a golden opportunity to join him in higbtet and hold high ministerial
positions already reserved for men. During his tenthere were some women who were
allowed to enjoy the privilege of “the first womahAs an example, Gillian Shepherd
(born in 1940) ) was the “first woman” serving adinister of State at Treasury in 1990.
Major, as a man, believed in the political meritsMomen. He did not solely support, but
promised them high political positions. He pointed that “Women will reach the top on
merit ..... If the honorable gentleman is patient hd Wind women aplenty in my

government in top position¥”

His support to strengthen women’s political progress gradual. When it comes to
the female integration in Major’s cabinet, he apped no woman in his first cabinet in

! She joined the House as a Life Peer in 1990 &hihl2004. “All Members of the House of Lords”.

2 She joined the House of Lords as a Life Peer id118nd left in 2021. “All Members of the House of
Lords”.

% She joined the House as a Life Peer in 1991 &nthl2016. “All Members of the House of Lords” .

* She joined the House as a Life Peer in 1992. Mdmbers of the House of Lords”.

® She joined the House in 1993 and left in 20141 Mémbers of the House of Lords”.

® She joined the House as a Life Peer in 1994. Kdmbers of the House of Lords”.

" She joined the House as a Hereditary Peer in 4865eft in 1999. “All Members of the House of Het.

8 She joined the House as a Life Peer in 1996 &hihl2020. “All Members of the House of Lords”.

° The privilege of the “First Woman” refers to thase when a given woman MP was the first one in the
British History to attain a given political positian Parliament. During John Major, there were twamen
who were the first women to become A female Speaker Minister of Treasury. The former was Betty
Bothroyd and the latter was Gillian Shepherd. “Mynoexplanation”

% Davies.
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1991. Like his predecessor Margaret Thatcher, ¥epnthe “all-male cabinetin his first
cabinet of 1990 then he realized that he neededctode women. He exempted women
from political participation in his first cabineebause he believed that there was a shortage
of qualified women to be a Cabinet MinisteBut later, Major changed his mind and
included experienced women in his cabifdEquality of representation was still an
obstacle that hampered the female full politicalusion. Before Major, the Conservative
Party was overshadowed by a very limited femaldi@pation under the umbrella of

conservatism.

In forming his second ministry in 1992, he resorte appointing women. He
appointed two women in his cabinet in April 1992 &ppointed Virginia Bottomley (born
in 1948) and Gillian Shephard to his 1992 cabinet.. DurMajor's premiership, she
served as Secretary of State for Health and Ndtidedtage from 1992-1995 and again
from 1995-1997 she kept being an MP serving asefagrof State for Culture, Media and
Sport.

The second woman Gillian Shephard was appointeiiasster of State at the
Treasury in 1990. She was the first woman in thiidBr political history to hold such
important position. In 1991, her political respdmidly was altered to become deputy chair
of the Conservative Party. Her political integraticeached its peak when she entered
Major's cabinet as Secretary of State for Employmien1992° The same year, she
became the first woman as an appointed Ministetfomen’s Issue$From 1994-1995,
she served as Secretary of State for Educationfrand 1995-1997 as Secretary of State
for Employment from over again. She expressed leaspre for the political success of

Major as Prime Minister. She believed that his ol breakthrough was not only a

! Glenn Frankel, New British Prime Minister Namesskliine to a Key Post”"Washington Post
November29,1990ittps://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/QQ01 /29/new-british-prime-minister-
names-heseltine-to-a-key-post/2071b592-c947-4eeb-883890ed0e31Accessed May20,2022)

2 Moseley, “Major’s Cabinet”.

% Sylvia Bachevkin, “From Tough Times to Better TaneFeminism, Public Policy, and New Labour
Politics in Britain,'International Political Science Revievol 21,n° 4 (2000), 407

* Virginia Bottomley served as an MP from 1984 t®2@uring John Major's Administration and even @afte
him. Ginger Strand, “Shephard, Gillian (1940—)”

, Encyclopedia.comhttps://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopediasaalacs-transcripts-and-
maps/shephard-gillian-194@ccessed February 11,2022 )

® Strand, “Shephard, Gillian (1940—)".

® “Baroness Shephard of Northwold JP DL”, Centre ftfental Health , September4,2018
https://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/barondssptiard-northwold-jp-dlAccessed February 12,2022)
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success for the Conservative Party, but it wascaess for women. She stated “I think it

is a terrific vote of confidence, personally, bigaafor women?

In addition to Major’'s promotion of female inclusian his cabinet, another
woman had beaten the record through being elegdteafirst woman Speaker of the
House of Commons in 1992. She was called Betty Bogyd (born in 1929). She
represented the 1%5Speake? of the House in the British history. She was tfiest”
woman to be granted such an important politicalitpms already performed by men
only. She had been already elected in the gendestien of April 1992 to be
appointed as the first woman Speaker in which sbeldvassume the responsibility of
a Speaker until 2000. She obtained 372 votes éhgiowered her to defeat a man
Peter Brooke (born in 1934) obtaining 238 votdshn Major expressed his euphoric
sentiments to have a woman as a Speaker for tee tfme in the British political

agenda. He congratulated her saying “Today you hextainly made history”

The Speaker is the backbone of the Commons. Alasgs, after being elected in a
general election as a candidate, had to be reeelectr this position through a secret
ballot® He/ she had numerous tasks to perform. Withoubhtser intervention, debates in
the House of Commons never take place. The spdaketions as a chairman during
debates. He/ she is the one to choose who spedis. speaker functions as a
“representative” of the House and a liaison betwibenHouse of Lords and the Crofn.
Most importantly, the Speaker represented the Mdmam parliament. “Originally, the
monarch appointed the speaker to act as the cromgésit in parliament® .Betty
Boothroyd, as a Speaker, had to ensure that debad&splace in an organized way

! Davies.

2 Craig R. Whitney, “British Commons Elects Womanl@sSpeaker”’;The New York Time#\pril28,1992
https://www.nytimes.com/1992/04/28/world/britishramons-elects-woman-as-its-speaker.htnfAccessed
February 12,2022)

% Whitney.

4 Whitney.

® “Speaker of the House of Commons”, Institute for oveérnment,September9,2019
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explaisispeaker-house-commof#sccessed Februaryl2,2022)
®“The Speaker”, House of Commons Information Offigactsheet M2, August 2010
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentafons-information-office/m02.pdAccessed
February 12,2022)

"“presiding Officers : Speakers and Presidentsegfidlatures”, Legislative Research Series Paper 1,
National Democratic Institute for International aiffs, 1996, 03
https://www.ndi.org/sites/default/files/031_ww_piiag_0.pdf(Accessed February 13,2022)
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without an intervention which was not allowed. Stes aided by three Deputy Speakers

They are divided into one Chairman of Ways and Meand two Deputy Chairmeh.

The Speaker of the Commons exercised authority alvéine MPs in the House. As
a woman, Betty Boothroyd was given such an outstgnapportunity to exercise
authority over men. In this vein, gender roles nigriMajor’s tenure did not coincide with
gendered discrimination as earlier years. Betty thassecond example after Thatcher that
was elected to exercise domination and authorigr oven in their own “House”. She did
not only manipulate discussions and chair parligargrdebates, but above all she had the
right to suspend MPs whatever their political rank.

The Speaker, Betty as an example, had four roleetimrm. First and foremost, the
Speaker is intended to maintain order through oiaidebates. The second role refers to
acting as an administrative head. The third ori@ked with serving as a ceremonial head.
Last but not least, the regulation of the procegdsnone of the most important functions
that any Speaker in the UK must fulfiBeing an administrative head means that the
Speaker chaired also the House’'s Commission devtiethanage the House's five
departments Besides being an administrative head, the cereahbead refers to the case
when she chaired also ceremonial occasions sutitegmrliamentary State Openingut
simply, the regulation of proceedings goes in tamdeith the blind obedience of the

orders given by her. This unchallenged privilegetlod Speaker to give orders and

1 “The Speaker”.

2 The Chairman of Ways and Means presided over thesélwhen the Speaker was absent and chaired the
Committee of the whole House. The Chairman's iitlderived from their role in the former Committefe
Ways and Means, which was abolished in 1967.Tha terays and means" originated with the Parliament
of England and refers to the provision of revenaenieet national expenditure requirements and to
implement the objectives of economic policy. Theysvaand means are provided by the imposition of
taxation. After 1967, all fiscal and monetary mistdecame the task of the Chancellor of Exchequer
“Chairman of Ways and Means”. UK Parliament https://www.parliament.uk/site-
information/glossary/chairman-of-ways-and-mear(®ccessed February13,2022)

® Robert Rogers and Rhodri Waltetdqw Parliament Work3" ed (New York: Routeldge,2015),53

* “Presiding Officers: Speakers and Presidents gfdlatures”,04.

® The House of Commons Departments includes Depattmok Clerks of the House, Speakers Office,
Department of Sergeant-at-Arms, Department of theaty and Department of Official Records. “Presgli
Officers : Speakers and Presidents of Legislaty@s”

® The State Opening in UK parliament marked the fréigg of the parliamentary year when the Queen
Elizabeth Il delivers a speech known as the QueBpiech. Tom Edgington, “Queen's Speech: What Is It
and Why Is It Important? NEWS May10,2021https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-328164&8ccessed
February13,2022)
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instructions is labeled as Parliamentary Procéddree latter is described as “Means of
reaching decisions on when and how power shalldeelti. Those orders given by the
Speaker were not her own creation. They were thiggewrrules through which the House

functions. They are known as Standing Orders.

Betty Boothroyd did not emerge as a Speaker fraside, but she used to serve as a
Deputy Speaker to Bernard Wheatherill (1920-200Rus, she enjoyed a kind of political
experience. Add to this, the male support to hes,\&so, of paramount importance. This
fact mirrored the idea that men, sometimes, comiedh to the female political
breakthrough. Her motto was “I Speak to Ser/8he did not consider maintaining order
and managing the House of Commons as a polititelgogranted, but she focused on the
idea that speaking means intervening in servingjgmaent. By the same token, women
politicians had a word and had a hand in changavgral things in their country. Being a
political participant was synonymous with the caligbof positively serving. Like other
women political trailblazers who made history likancy Astor, Janet Young and Margret
Thatcher, she proved herself as an important palitigure who was able to serve

parliament and to make from the parliamentary gansiccessful and fruitful one. She

stated:

Being speaker has afforded me a unique opporttmiserve parliament,
for which | [Betty Boothroyd] am immensely grateful'he function of
parliament is to hold the executive to account.dheuld never overlook
the primacy of parliament... Defend your rights, aachember that the
privilege of this house was dearly won...

! Robert Marleau and Camille Montpetit, “House of n@oons Procedure and Practice”, 2000
https://www.ourcommons.ca/marleaumontpetit/Docuianter.aspx?Print=2&Sec=Ch05&Seg=4&L angua
ge=E(Accessed February 13,2022)

¢ Marlau and Montpeti.

% “Standing Orders of the House of Commons”, DecethB@21
https://www.ourcommons.ca/about/standingordersirelatm(Accessed February 13,2022)

“ Bernard Wheatherill served as the Speaker of thesel of Commons from 1983 to 1992. “Lord Bernard
Wheatherill”, UK Parliamenittps://members.parliament.uk/member/1736/caikecessed May20,2022)

® “Betty Boothroyd Speaks Her Mind on Politics, Yshire and Making History”,Yorkshire Post,
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/politics/belttyothroyd-speaks-her-mind-politics-yorkshire-and-
making-history-177843pAccessed February 13,2022)

® sally Bolton, ‘Boothroyd's Warning to Commons in Farewell SpeedbK Politics July26, 2000
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2000/jul/26dmement.uk2(Accessed February 13,2022)
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Although gender disparity in the male and femalditipal representation in
parliament persisted, Betty Broothroyd remained ohéhe women who changed their
political destiny rising to a very important mirgsial post as a Speaker. The nub of the
matter as that John Major Premiership was oversheddy a continued female political
underrepresentation, but the nature of politicatipipation of Betty Boothroyd and other

told a lot about a remarkable improvement.

John Major selected also another woman to be his@d and to be the head of his
Policy Unit since she was an economics specialgfie was Sarah Hogg (born in 1946).
She would head the Policy Unit until January 198%at seemed inspiring for women was
that Sarah was not only an advisor to the Primeigten but the head of all the previous
male advisors to Major. Sarah Hdggas another female icon during Major’s years that
portrayed the continued political improvement ofmén. Thus, male Prime Minister
chose to be advised by a woman contributed to nepe$ for an increased female

immersion in the “Male House".

Major confessed that Sarah Hogg, in the 10 Dowrfdteet, was an effective
woman. Her role in politics as an advisor madehighly needed in parliamentary affairs

and, above all, she owed the admiration of Primeider himself to be his “strong arm,

the most of all Major’s eyes and ears through hesgnce” He stated:

Sarah’s job was tough...l[John Major] let it to beolum that | expected
her to have cooperation from both Central Officd #me Civil Service,

but she often had to cajole or bully to get itrdedul and effective, she
became a lightening conductor for controversy. [Rablhe ‘Deputy

Prime Minister’, she took many blows intended f&@m

! Birgit Bujard, The British Prime Minister in the Core Executivelifical Leadership in British European
Policy (Springer International Publishing AG,2019), 100

2 The Policy Unit in British politics refers to thmdy of advisors to the Prime Ministéollins Dictionary
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/endiipolicy-
unit#:~:text=policy%20unit%20in%20British%20Engligi®620the%20British%20Prime%20Minister
(Accessed February 24,2022)

% Before being appointed by John Major, she usdzktan economic editor of several Newspapers such as
theTimes theDaily Telegraphandthe Economist“Sarah Hogg”, December25,2019
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Sarah_H@4cressed Marchl,2022)

* Thomas McMeekingThe Political Leadership of Prime Minister John Miaj A Reassessment Using the
Greenstein ModgPalgrave Macmillan,2021 ), 106-109

® McMeeking, 107.
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Sarah Hogg pointed out that advising the Prime 8fans about the local affairs of
England was one of the heavy workloads she ha@éronn. By the same token, she was

proud being granted such important political positiShe clarified:

The function of the Policy Unit is to keep the Peimdlinisters in touch with the
outside thinking, to work on his own ideas and ¢b @& a sounding board for
ministers, advising on the flavor of proposals aodnter proposals that pour in
continuously. The Policy Unit tries to do both: lbe both grit and oil in the
government machink

It was during Major’s tenure that women felt thiaéy were in an urgent need to
fight for their increased political participatioA Conservative MP, Teresa Gorman
(1931-2015) said “We[Women MPs] are going to staalking down and plunking
ourselves down on the front bench (where cabinghbeegs sit). If they won't give us
an official job, we will just have to go there amsduat? If light is shed on the
characteristics of the female gender, women areaydwinclined to renewal and
change. They “are associated with associated weittewal and...offer a visible break

from the past®,

The quest for change and new hopes for more palliemancipation characterized
their steps to ask for the female advanced pdliiitanersion during Major’s years in
office. Despite their calls for an increased podit presence, women still endured the

political underrepresentation if compared to time@le counterparts.

4.4. Gender Relations and Winds of Change (1992-1B9

John Major succeeded the first woman Conservative i the British history
Margaret Thatcher in 1992. Unlike his predecesiserpromoted the female participation
in parliament. He offered the two women Virginiat@®onley and Gillian Shepherd a
golden opportunity to join him in his cabinet asi®¢aries of State. In addition, several
women MPs were appointed to other political posegioln this vein, women found

themselves from over gain competing with men inrthdouse” under the leadership of

! McMeeking, 108.

% Davies.

® Benjamin Worthy, “Ending in Failure?: The Performa of ‘Takeover Prime Ministers 1916-2016,"
Political QuarterlyVol 87,n° 04 (2016): 514
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another Conservative leader. The presence of the ana female gender in parliamentary

politics under Major coincided with inevitable gemdelations.

The gender relations were enhanced through a polweoimmunicative medium
which is language. The latter played a very impdrtale in strengthening gender roles
and maintaining gender relations. Through langu#gepolitical support and cooperation
were reflected. The parliamentary language coukehewnveil hostile relations between
male and female MPs especially when men felt their {positions were threatened by an

increased female competition.

4.4.1. Male-Female Parliamentary Relations (1992-99)

In the House of Commons and the House of Lordsemetal and in John Major’'s
cabinet where the gist of the political work wasfpened, male-female relations were
stable and women MPs were not hampered and bothgreden. On the contrary, there
were women who were helped and supported by mals. Mide male parliamentarian
glorified the role of women in representing othemen and acknowledged their political
readiness to focus on women interests. He made tlaawomen played a vital role in
better representing other women. He stated “I thingk women are more concerned about
issues such as more help for families, equal payhaman rights. They also want to see

women represented more equally in all areas qftliéé least in politics”

Women MPs, who were granted higher ministerial fpmss, worked together with
male MPs without any kind of misunderstandings. iTlsgemmon aim was to produce
successful political legislations. As an illusteoatj the parliamentary relations of the male
MP Jonathan Hill (1992-1994) and the female HeadPalicy Unit Sarah Hogg worked
together in collaborative circumstances. Jonathiéinirterviewed by the Senior Lecturer
in English at the University of Rennes(France) [dakiaigron about the 1992 general
election campaign and the way it was organizedmeld that his work with Sarah Hogg

was such a good occasion. He stated: “Sarah Hodd dd a lot of the stuff together

! Julie Ballington,Equality in Politics: A Survey of Women and MenPiarliaments(Switzerland: Inter-
Parliamentary Union, 2008), 33
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throughout the campaign. Sometimes she would dofiteedraft and I'd work on it,

sometimes | would and she’'d work ontit”

Moreover, with regard to women’s relations with mienthe political arena, the
female political underrepresentation meant thatiggzahy was still overshadowing their
political ties. This fact had to do with the petsige of “public patriarchy®. Women,
remained tied with male instructions, control amaiméhation. Women MPs, in turn,
avoided any negative behaviour in parliament toelgireserve the stable and the friendly

relation with men. Women, in both Houses workeawoiding:
Uncivil behaviours such as shouting, challengimgulting, arguing and
interrupting or talking over opponents. They weeersas, in the words
of an article in thérorkshire Post‘setting new standards’, and making

the old standards, epitomised by ‘men arguing hpudascibly’, appear
‘out of date, superficial, even trivfal

Most importantly, stability was not the only feauhat characterized male-female
political relations. There were occasions in whieén attacked women orally and showed
feelings of resentment especially when women weaatgd an opportunity to work with
men in high ministerial positions. Thus, men MPgnd themselves obliged to negatively

react to the female inclusion in their own matters.

As an example, the appointment of the Deputy HdatleoPolicy Unit Sarah Hogg
triggered gender unstable political relations. Hogas attacked by men because they
believed their political power and political autitprwould be spoiled under a woman
Head. Sarah Hogg's continued presence was resentegeb@hancellor Norman Lmaont.

He saw her presence during his bilateral meetings §ohn Major as “interferencgin

! David Haigron and Jonathan Hill, “Interview witbrhthan Hill, Political Secretary to John MajorA”
Journey into Political Communication,Literature, History of Ideas, Images and Societiéshe English-
Speaking World E-JourngFebruary18,2004https://journals.openedition.org/lisa//733?langéccessed
May13,2022)

2 Mary HolmesGender and Everyday Lif@&lew York: Routledge Taylor and Francis Group)@)) 63

% There are two types of patriarchy: the privateipathy and the public patriarchy. The first onters to the
male control and domination oven women in the fgras fathers, brothers and husbands. The second one
refers to the male control; and to the female siibation to men in the place of work. Holmes,62( tdyn
paraphrase)

“* Deborah Cameron, “Women, Civility and the LanguadePolitics: Realities and Representatioffie
Political QuarterlyVol93,n°1(August 27,2021):26

®> McMeeking, 109.

® McMeeking, 108.
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their work affairs. Norman Lamont was terribly agad during her presencklt was
expounded that they became enemies because theGhalecellor could not bear the

heavy burden of being under the orders and thepatslecision of a female Head.

Needless to say, women MPs were serious in théitigab work. They did their
work to its fullest. Sarah Hogg was not only theaHeof the Policy Unit, but the
Chairwoman of the Policy Cabinet Committee, essaleld in 1992, devoted to examine in
details the public expenditufélhe Chancellor Norman Lamont examined the experalit
proposals and the final task was done by Sarah Hbggas her onus to draft the final
reports and presented them to Prime Minister inflogrhim about every single detail

about the public financial income and outcome.

The way Sarah Hogg worked annoyed her male colesagu the committee. She
spend long hours working and discussing withouhdp@xhausted. One of the committee
members the Chancellor of Exchequer Ken Clarke 31197) felt bored and lost his
concentration because he was famished. Ken Clatk&mspatiently doodling bald heads
on the pad before hinf"Being unable to carry on working hungry, he corimaé loudly
that he needed to eat and stop working. This reftethe female total devotion to the
political work rather than men. Sometimes the f@mplnctuality and seriousness in

parliament was a source of resentment from meeaglles.

Whatever the factors, the nature of gender relatidaring John Major's years
hinged on the circumstances male and female MPg wemolved. Women Ministers
shared the political authority of men. Women, iis tbase, got the lion’s share of political
work similarly as men Ministers. What really triggd some hostilities from male Mps

was the female interference in local issues thatishbe done by men only.

4.4.2. The Nature of John Major’s Political Langua@ with Women MPs

The crux of the matter is that gender relationsemeot strengthened without a

communicative means. The political language of worred men MPs was very important

! McMeeking, 108.
2 McMeeking, 109.
® McMeeking, 109.
* McMeeking, 109.

~—
—

205



Women'’s Political Stances During John Major’s | Chapter
Tenure (1990-1997) Four

to make from those relations workable and fruitfnes. As an example in this chapter, the
language of John Major, as a male leader, with woMPs is a very pivotal element to be
tackled and analyzed for the sake of finding ouetar the male political authority over

women was guaranteed through language or not.

John Major had a couple of occasions to addressemoMPs. Firstly, during the
parliamentary debates in his cabinet. Secondlyn®inister Questions was one of the
most public ways that MPs can express their coneguch represent the views of their
constituents. The parliamentary debates betweeRNMhand other MPs especially women
MPs was an important occasion when women coulduatirtheir political concerns and
prove their political capability to be a politicghrticipant. The way Major answered

women’s questions told a lot about his attitudegaral their parliamentary presence.

The first sample to portray Major's communicatstyle with women MPs is the
first Prime Minister Questions held on Novemberl®90. One of the Question delivered
to him by a Labour woman MP Elizabeth Peacock (barl937) “After the recent
turmoil and my right hon. Friend’s uniting of tharpy, does he agree that his objective of
a classless society in the future will be bettevesg by a Conservative Government led by
him than by the socialism offered by the Labourty?4ir?

He answered her in a whthat told a lot about his positive attitudes tedaomen
in the House of Commons. He did not answer herctiyrebut he started thanking for her
brilliant question although she was from the OppasiParty. “I [John Major] am happy
to agree entirely with my hon. Friend about tHat.”

Another woman MP Margert Ewing (serving from (192@B1) was one of the
female political participants who were present &ivér a question to Prime Minister

about a local issue of the way he would deal widhmblessness. She spoke in a very polite

! Elizabeth Peacock served as Parliamentary PriSatzetary to Nicholas Scott as Minister for Sbcia
Security and Disabled People Unit (1992) and sireesl also as MP for Batley and Spen (1983-1997).
“Elizabeth Peacockhttps://www.britannica.com/topic/Elizabeth.Peac@kcessed May20,2022)

2“PMQT — 29 November 1990”, “John Major, KG CH: g Minister of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
1990-1997"https://johnmajorarchive.org.uk/1990/11/29/pmqtfR8rember-1990/ (Accessed
February24,2022)

3 UK Parliament, “John Major's First Prime MinisteQuestions: 29 Nov 1990¥outubeVideo. 15:51 ,
(November29,1990nttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDtMInxv7X&ccessed February 24,2022)

4 “PMQT — 29 November 1990”".
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way slowly paying a great attention to every singtegd she was uttering. This polite and
attentive linguistic intervention portrayed thetféltat even the female political language
reflected two realities: their continued subordimato male politicians and their respect to
male politicians. Her question was:

The Prime Minister in his recent meteoric rise Baswn great dignity

and pride in his humble origins. What priority wile now give to the

problem of homelessness which he inherited fromphesiecessor? In

particular, will he look at the issues of cardboeitées, people who live
in damp homes and those who have no hope of ax@sftheir heads?

His answered her that “Everyone is entitled tandigand pride. The Government’s
policies will endeavour to ensure that they camimtthem”. The way of his verbal
interaction with the woman MP reflected his pobtred insightful answer. He could have
told her that he would see how to solve this pnoblBut, he used his political language to
hit two birds with one stone. He expressed hisagat through language. Moreover, the
way of his reply reflected the crux of the fematelision which was the treatment of

women MPs the same way men were treated.

The third example and the last one of those wom&s Mho used their political
discourse to unveil Major policies and plans was Mraureen Hicks (a Member in the
Conservative Party starting from 1990). She wante&now his political programs for
inner cities. She did not start asking directlye Sinstly welcomed the new PM, and then
delivered her question. She stated “I warmly weleomy right hon. Friend as Prime

Minister...”

The Prime Minister acknowledged the woman’s for geestion and he explained
that the point she asked about was very imporféms indicated that women MPs were
aware of the most effective policies to be put famvas soon as possible. The political
language, in this case, mirrored the gendered aeaseabout the useful policies for
England in the coming years. John Major commenkediathe inner cities as “a matter of

L “PMQT — 29 November 1990".
2“PMQT — 29 November 1990".
3 “PMQT — 29 November 1990” .
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great importanceé”showing his tremendous interest in the issue brbirgo question by

the woman who asked the question.

Another sample to dig deep into John Major’s paditidiscourse addressing women
MPs is the PMQ held on March 24, 1994. A woman Mém Jill Knight (1923-2023)
wondered to know the Prime Minister's engagemeofsthat day. His answer was
detailed. It was not short. This indicated thatnldfajor gave much importance to the
qguestions of women similarly as men MPs. Additibnabe listed all his engagements in
the House of Commons and provided her with othgagament even outside the House.
He said “...... In addition to my duties in the Housshhll be having further meetings later

today”3

During the same PMQ in 1994, a woman Labour MF J8arston (born 1942)
desired to know Major’s views about the public res¢ immunity. She told the PM about
what had been decided by one of the male MPs. Maew that what she was saying was
wrong. He did not harshly addressed Jean Corstongahe was wrong in front of all. He
“politely” stated “I think that the hon. Lady mayave been misled by some news
reports...”. He used the expression “I think” instead of digesaying “you are wrong ....

Check your information”. This was a clue of Majopslite replies to women MPs.

John Major’s political language with women MPs eefed his positive attitudes
towards including women into politics. The way mswered their questions confirmed his
belief that men and women MPs should be treatedaslynwithout favouring men over
women. The bicameral, during Major’s years in @ficncluded men and women. All of
them had a hand and a voice on the local legisiatiand the local management of

England. John Major's language reflecting his respend his acknowledgement of

L “PMQT - 29 November 1990".

2 Joan Christabel Jill Knight served as a Membe?ardiament for Birmingham Constituency from (1966-
1997). Stephen Bates, “Lady Knight of CollingtrekitOary”, The Guardian April 18,2022
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/apr/1BKnight-lady-knight-of-collingtree-obituargAccessed
May 20,2022)

3 “PMQT - 24 March 1994'https://johnmajorarchive.org.uk/1994/03/24/pmqtrAdrch-1994/(Accessed
May13,2022)

4 Jean Ann Corston was a Labour MP for Bristol Easving from 1992-2005. “Baroness Jean Corston”
https://www.lse.ac.uk/law/centenary/people/jeartston (Accessed may20,2022)

> “PMQT — 24 March 1994".
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women’s endeavors in politics pushed women MPs donfore encouraged to orally

intervene in parliamentary debates and discussions

4.4.3. Women MPs’ Paolitical linguistic Interactionwith Men

The political communicative language in parliamepntpolitics was not used for
granted as a matter of question-answer, but itavasrk of power. It was a way through
which men and women exhibit their political powd#fomen’s presence in politics, their
political participation in decision-making was nitte only way that guaranteed their
important role in politics; language is anotheresthithrough which women protect their
political reputation from the male onslaught. Dgriparliamentary debates, language was
the only criterion that revealed who would be thenther and the loset” In another
article, Shaw focused on the same idea stating “®peaking out is the business of
parliamentary debate. In possibly no professioreothan politics does success depend
so strongly upon an individual's ability to speaKeetively in public and often

adversarial context8”

It was pointed out that men and women used difteocemmunicative styles in
parliament. Women addressing their leader and their collesglié not use aggressive
language; they spoke in a way that empowered treghecooperation and avoided
conflicts. Several women MPs were interviewed kg Brofessor of Politics and Gender
at the University of London Sarah Childs. They aonéd the fact that they preferred to
use a political language which is “less combatind aggressivé” Being so cooperative
in their political discourse, women continued tdness the female subordination to men

in parliament.

Language in politics was used by some female MRs,ones who were holding
high ministerial posts, to show political power. &emplify, the parliamentary debate,

that took place on February 26, 1997, was an oggasihen men and women MPs

! Sylvia Shaw, “Language, Gender and Floor Apportient in Political DebatesDiscourse and Society
Voll1,n° 03 (2000), 401

2 Sylvia Shaw, “Governed by the Rules?: The Femalie&/in Parliamentary Debates” 8peaking Out: The
Female Voice in Public Contextd., Judith Baxter (London: Palgrave Macmillan@081

% Lotte Hargrave and Tone Langengen, “The Genderetaf® : Do Men and Women Communicate
Differently in the House of CommonsRblitics and Gende¥ol17,n° 04(2021):580

4 Cameron, “Women, Civility and the Language of fcdl’, 25
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debated about several points concerned with emm@ayand education. One of Women
MPs present was Gillian Shephard. A Conservativée P, Mr. Richard Burden
(1992-2019), asked her if she will make a statenmenthe extent of job insecurity in

Britain”!

. She replied “A number of people rejoice in theneaJohn Major, including an
official in ‘my’ Department; all of them have greeause to feel perfectly secure in their
jobs.”?. Gillian used the personal pronoun “my” insteadsafjing “the Department”.
Through language, she wanted to send a messagshthatas not only a woman among

men, but a responsible woman with a departmenghaicharge of.

The same Male MP asked her about the increase ennttimber of people in
temporary jobs. Her answer really represented the power of a woimaolitics in front
of men. Gillian Shephard, publicly, expressed hsampointment to what she described as
“silly” question that normally should not be askaga politician. Moreover, she used her
political language to remind a ‘man’ to re-thinkaag about this question and re-make it
again a courteous one. Her answer stated “I anppiisated by the hon. Gentleman's
question. He might have been gracious enough & tefthe fact that unemployment in his

constituency has fallen by 17 per ceht.”

Another woman MP from the Liberal Democrats wasn2idMaddock (1945-2020).
During a parliamentary debate on March 17,1990ake P wanted to discover her view
about an amendment to a bill. She answered “Althduagree with the principles behind
the amendments, we are not in a position to ganthght today. Therefore, | cannot
support the amendments as drafted Through her oral language with a man, she used

the personal pronoun ‘I’ to confirm her refusaktgport the amendment”.

Diana Maddock firstly mentioned ‘we’ then when &nee to her view, she publicly
admitted ‘I cannot’. Replying with ‘I cannot suppomeans that she was working

thoroughly in politics and she knew every singleadebout the political issues. She knew

! “parliamentary Business'WWW.Parliament.UK
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199697/cnsnd/vo970226/debtext/70226-15.hiAccessed
February25,2022)

2 “parliamentary Business”.

3 “parliamentary Business”.

* “parliamentary Business”.

® “Parliamentary Business”.

~—
—

210



Women'’s Political Stances During John Major’s | Chapter
Tenure (1990-1997) Four

very well why she must neglect the support of #mendment. In parliament, women MPs
used language to reflect the effectiveness of fhaitical work. Their oral words mirrored

their actions. Their political language reflectéatit political experience without saying
what they were doing in details. Sometimes from ovard, the outcome of their

endeavours was mirrored. The political reward fomen would take place in 1997 when
the Labour Party realized a landslide victory ottee Conservative one. The General
Election of 1997 marked a watershed in the femaldigal history because their number

would be doubled.

Most significantly, women MPs enjoyed friendly tadas with John Major as a
Prime Minister. This was clearly seen in the PMQ@hen March24, 1994. All the male
MPs addressed John Major as “Prime Minister” tharried on their question. As an
example, Mr. Barry Jones started his question asddk the Prime Ministel” In another
question, he asked “Does the Prime Minister ...?"e @ the female MPs, addressing
their question to the Prime Minister, Angela Knigihgtead of starting her question with
“‘Does the Prime Minister...?”, she started her qoestwith “Does my right hon.
Friend...”? Another woman MP addressed John Major as “her Hogdrriend” during
the PMQ of July 1996. Mrs Jacqui Lait (born in 194&sked “does my right hon. Friend
agree that breaking up the United Kingdom, createry extra tier of regional

government™

Like the PM John Major whose good treatment of wonmeparliament was clearly
seen through his political language, women MPstipalilanguage reflected their trust in
their leader. The way women MPs interacted with dvlaiepresented the fruitful
parliamentary leader-led relations in parliamentpplitics. Most critically, men MPs
outnumbered women MPs in the whole parliamentarynbegships and even during the
PMQs, the women political pioneers during the debawith the PM were politically

powerful through the political language they used.

L“PMQT — 24 March 1994".

2«“PMQT - 24 March 1994”.

% Jacqueline Anne Lait served as a Member of Paeidrfor Hastings and Rye during John Major’s years
from (1992-1997). “Jacqui Laityperleap 2022 https://hyperleap.com/topic/Jacqui_La{Accessed
May20,2022)

* “PMQT - 16 July 1996” https://johnmajorarchive.org.uk/1996/07/16/pmqtid§-1996/ (Accessed
May13,2022)
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4.4.4. Women’s Apotheosis in the 1997 General Etem

John Major five years term came to an end in 1@@bther general Election was to
take place. This election represented the catidysthange concerning the female political
representation in the House of Commons and the édolusords. The election was held on
Mayl, 1997. John Major emerged again as a candigiatng the Conservative Party. The
Labour Party, in this election, was led by TonyiBldhe latter strove to attract more
voters due to the principles stated in his electiampaign.

In the light of the 1997 General Election resuh® Labour Party realized a landslide
victory whereas the Conservative Party sufferedusioing defeat. This political defeat
marked the end of the repeated political breakifinsof the Conservatives since Margaret
Thatcher (1979-1990). It was another political deafor the Labour Party to start spicing
parliament with the Labour reforms. The gist of #iectoral results of 1997 election, the
Labour Party got the largéshajority of seats since 1945 whereas the Conseesagot
the lowest number of seats since 1906. The following tablewshthe election’s results
confirming the electoral victory of the Labour Baunder Tony Blair gaining 328 seats if

compared to the defeated Conservative Party urader Mlajor having 165 seats.

Table 4.3.: Summary of Voting in the 1997 Generdtlection

Party Votes (millions) Share of Vote % Candidates  &ats won
The Labour Party 11.35 43.5% 527 328

The Conservative Party 8.78 33.7% 528 165

The Liberal Democrats  4.68 18% 527 34
Others 1.25 4.8% 1363 02

Source: Pilling and Cracknell, 20-21

! Bryn Morgan “General Election Results: 1 May1997”, The Hous€ommons Social and General
Statistics Section,No68, Britain Votes 6, 1998
02https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documentafoons-information-office/m15.pdAccessed
February27, 2022)

2 Morgan, 02

® pilling and Cracknell, 20-21
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The election of 1997 represented a watershed iretinale political participation in
the House of Commons. 120 women MPs were electedhe House of Commons. Their
number was doubled if compared to the 60 onesesldat 1992" Those results portrayed
the fact that the percentage of women in parliantareased to reach 18%f the whole
parliamentary Members and 24% of the whole numbetabour MP$. The election
resulted in the election of 101 women, known asali& Babies” in the Labour Party that
constituted 24.1 % of all Labour MPs. Moreover, @@men for the Conservative Party
that represented 7.9% of the Conservative Memisenshermore, the third main political
Party in England the Liberal Democrats encapsuleé2edvomen elected MPs that

constituted 6.5% of the elected Liberal Democtats.

In the election of 1997, more women voted than n®tatistics revealed that 17.7
million women and 15.8 million men votédlt was pointed out that the Labour Party
accomplished the electoral breakthrough in 1997tduée increased electoral support of
women who desired change under Tony Blaifhe Labour Party re-relied on all- women
shortlists to better increase the number of wormemdicates and the number of women
MPs in parliament. Put simply, women shifted theitention to electorally support the
Labour Party rather than the Conservative Parte. gdércentage of women voters in 1992
decreased by 12%n 1997 and increased by 11% the Labour Party. The following

table illustrates the percentage of male and fewatlers in this election.

! Morgan, 02

2 Sarah Childs, “The New Labour Women MPs in 199i#r Parliament: Issues of Recruitment and
Representation,Women’s History RevieWwol09,n° 01 (2000):55

% Sarah Childs, “A Feminized Style of Politics : WemMPs in the House of CommoriEie British Journal

of Politics and International Relationgol06,n° 01 (2004): 04

* Maria Teresa Grasso, Stephen Farrall, Coline Hayily Gray and Will Jennings, “Thatcher’s Children,
Blair's Babies, Political Socialization and Trickd®ewn Value Change : An Age, Period and Cohort
Analysis,British Journal of Political ScienceCambridge University Press Vol49,n°1 (2017): 01

® Childs, “The New Labour Women MPs in 1997 BritRarliament”, 55-56.

® Geoffrey Evans and Pippa Norris, “A Critical Elea? Understanding the 1997 British Election in gen
Term Perspective” , January9,201éhttps://aceproject.org/ero-en/topics/electoralipguation/turnout/a-
gender-generation-gap.p@fccessed February27,2022)

"“What Really Happened on May 1 Pqlitics97, 1997
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/as@ikellner.shtml?tblang=english-¢Accessed February
27,2022)

8 “What Really Happened on May 1 ?”

° “What Really Happened on May 1 ?”
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Table 4.4.: Vote by Group 1997

Conservative Party Labour Party Liberal Democrats
Men 31% 45 17
Women 32% 45 17

Source:“What Really Happened on May 1?”

The electoral support to John Major in general @mel Conservative Party in
particular had decimated in this election. The yaras brought to its worst phase when
the 1.8 million electors who supported John Majpd992 election shifted their attention
to support the Labour PartyThe female shift to the support of the Labour it not
arise out of the vacuum; there were reasons thegthened the female support to Tony
Blair and their hesitation to support John Majoaiag First and foremost, Tony Blair did
his best to increase the number of women candidatdse election shortlists. This step

energized women'’s to vote Labour.

Secondly, the parliamentary work of Prime Ministard the series of reforms
represented the crux of electoral outcomes. Johjpridatenure was overshadowed by
several scandals and economic problems. His idtepadicy witnessed “scandals,
resignations, by-election defeats, a long recessimsions over Europe, defecting MPs, a
rolling leadership contest, 'sleaZe”Voters, including women, desired change through
supporting another political Party to avoid the eatable shortcomings of Major’s policy
and government. The latter was described as “muystpular in recent history”

The female candidates in the British General Edastikept increasing from one
election into another since 1966. The Labour Paasprted to All-Women Shortlists that
aimed at selecting half of the winnable seats fome&n. The Conservative Party never
used this method even in 1997 Election. It wasrestd that in 1997 election, 38 women

! G.E.Maguire Conservative Women99

2“The Conservative Campaign’Politics 97, (1997)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/backmd/pastelec/ge97con.sht(ccessed
March01,2022)

% “The Conservative Campaign”.
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were included in All-women Shortlists. From thos@ &ndidates, 35 were elected to
become MPs

The AWS was firstly used in this election sincevds firstly annulled in 1996. It
had a stirring impact on doubling the number of wonViPs in the House of Commons on
the one hand. On the other hand, it had a desteugtipact on the Conservative party
since this AWS policy contributed to the attract@inmore women voters who believed
that the AWS would improve the political positiohwomen in politics. AWS were first
used in selecting candidates for the 1997 electidren the country saw a doubling of the
proportion of female MPs in the House of Commorfsom 9% to 18%. Since then, the

percentage of women in parliament has stayed abp¥e”

All in all, the 1997 General Election represendedatershed in the political history
and the political agenda of women. It marked the @nMajor’s years in office, the defeat
of the Conservative party by the Labour Party dmale, all, it marked the early symptoms
of feminizing politics under the Labour leader TdBiair through doubling the number of
women candidates . Doubling the number of womenlidates contributed, inevitably, to
doubling the number of the elected women MPs toHbese of Commons. The more
women were elected in a given general electioe ntre their appointment to the House
of Lords increased also.

4.5. Conclusion

In fine, John Major’s tenure, in one way or anothemother governmental phase
when women went through ups and downs. The fenradiernepresentation persisted to
characterize their political journey in politicshdir quest for more political opportunities
to equalize their status with their male countdgpavas never a reality during John
Major’'s years in power. As Prime Minister, he geghwomen a chance to reach high

ministerial positions in his cabinet through appioip them as secretaries of state.

! Richard Kelly and Isobel White , “All-Women Shdstk”, House of Commons Library, Briefing Paper
NUMBER 5057, March7,2016, 08
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/doents/SN05057/SNO5057.pfhccessed Marchl,2022)

2 Elliot Chappel , “51% of Labour MPs Are Women. Whiow for All-women Shortlists?”LABOURLIST
December31,2019 https://labourlist.org/2019/12/51-of-labour-mps-aremen-what-now-for-all-women-
shortlists/(Accessed March 1,2022)
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Women, quenching their desire for full acceptaneeparliament, remained in
question. The remarkable admission of women intgoN&cabinet annoyed some male
MPs which impacted negatively gender relationshm HHouse of Commons. In this vein,
the Political ups women witnessed under the umndrefl Major's government posed a
threat to the male political status. He was th& finale Prime Minister to appoint a woman
as his advisor. This mirrored his willingness tmwhthat women could not be only
political participants, but effective ones.

To wrap it up, the Conservative’s 18 years of sssee electoral victories came to a
standstill in 1997 when their successful politibatory was defeated by Tony Blair. The
electoral victory of Tony Blair represented notyottle success of Tony Blair, but it started
another chapter of women political advancementogjMarch from power added insults
to injury for the Conservative women whose numianained low, but it was a golden
opportunity for 101 women of the Labour Party tgpegr on the scene as Labour MPs.
Even under Tony Blair' Major’'s successor, women a@rad under-represented in the
House of Commons and the House of Lords. So, Canemnpone day, achieve political

equality or will it remain an unreachable questvi@men?
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The female integration in the House of Commonstlfiroecoming a reality in
1918, was never claimed by women and they neeeratided joining men in the
House. Their main goal to accomplish was theiritgbtio share the process of
decision making through their votes. Women’s outagainst the male Prime
Ministers serving before 1918 represented theirem@mt interest in the political
participation from a different angle. They battlen a different kind of political
participation mainly the electoral political parpation. On the contrary, women’s
vehement interest to stand in the House of Lorched them to strive heart and soul
to accompany men in the Upper House. Till 1958, eomwere offered a golden

opportunity to join men in the House of Lords.

Accordingly, the governmental intervention to empate women politically
was dual. It was through the partial and the ednaachise they granted to women,
plus the golden opportunity of allowing women to dlected as MPs: opening the
“Men’s House” to women. Women'’s setting foot in Ilganent as politicians was not
an easy and overnight accomplished task. It wamng journey full of difficulties,

hurdles and opposition.

The female participation in WWII impacted women iggsly through
maximizing the employment opportunities after tharwbut the war did not bring
sweeping changes for women in parliament. Women #fg, from one general
election into another (1945-1979), representingiaonty in politics. The door of
Westminster was opened for them easily, but theegouental promotion of gender
parity was in vain. In the light of the female d@grsce with their male colleagues in
the bicameral parliament, gender relations weré dejpending on the circumstances
male and female MPs were involved. The male-femablgions during parliamentary

debates were an amalgam of friendly as well aslbastations.

Most importantly, the sole reason that triggerestite gender relations was the
female increased competition with men or doing Hane task when women
endeavoured to do better than men. In this cagemidle MPs’ masculine political
authority was threatened. Although welcoming womenparliament; the Prime

Ministers remained reluctant to maximize women’sitpal representation fearing
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the feminization of British politics. They did s@ tkeep the masculine public

patriarchy still alive in the British parliament.

Taking into account the nature of the female pmditiinclusion, it was
overshadowed by one lone criterion which was umgeesentation. The latter was, in
fact, a planned issue by the leaders of the paliparties to avoid the nightmare of a
feminized politics. The early governmental practafegender-based discrimination
and unjust policies towards women candidates stdmdore the female appointment
to their political posts. It started during the dmlates’ selection process through
resorting to discriminative strategies to selecim@a candidates in the short-lists.
From one general election into another (1945-1997, male candidates always

outnumbered women candidates.

The female trailblazers, climbing the ladder ofiedl participation (1945-
1997), did not give up and they did not let thditmal hurdle spoiling their political
mission. They were ceaselessly ready to surmowatt gender disparity in politics to
keep present in parliament and to cope with thicdlfies they encountered. In one
way or another, this really mirrored their interestanaging the local affairs of their
country. Any woman MP, whatever the constituencyg skpresented and whatever
her political beliefs, spiced the parliamentaryijcd with new issues whether she
introduced, proposed or accomplished. Eventuallpmen MPs believed that
reaching the gate of parliament must be pertineih Wwetter representing other

women and increasingly speaking out women issuggsomoting women interests.

The female political empowerment was very limitéidwas coincided with
appointing a very few number of women to high ngrigl positions such as
Speakers and Cabinet Ministers. Statistics revetleddecreased appointment of
women MPs into high political positions. From 194%79, one female Speaker Betty
Boothroyd, One Deputy Speaker Betty Harvie Andersoone Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher and 9 women cabinet ministersesgmted the pinnacle of the
female political inclusion when the British parliant was flooded with an enormous
number of male MPs. In this vein, the British pamient remained a mixed-sex
inclusive institution, but not arena where equigapblicies were fostered. Gender

equality in parliament remained also an unreachaiést.
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The election of Margaret Thatcher in 1979 as ths fwvoman Prime Minister in
the British political history marked a turning pbinn the female political
representation in the House of Commons and the édofikords. Thatcher’s political
presence in parliament, her political treatmenher colleagues and, above all, her
way of locally managing England was a catalyst dobange that impacted on her
political relations with her colleagues and trigggerthe societal unrest. The way
Margaret Thatcher began her political career, BMaand the way she resigned was
totally different. The early political zenith stafl into unceremonious resignation due
to her authoritative style of government and thétipal domination she exercised

over the male MPs and Cabinet Ministers.

The female success or failure in the already ordyemied parliament was
interlinked with the way women MPs behaved, worladl reacted. Any trivial
mistake could lead to a total fiasco. Besides,|#aglership style was also of great
significance when it came to the female competitwith men or the attempt to
dominate men. In their already-established Housentale MPs and the male leaders
of political parties paid tremendous attention heit masculinity rather than their
political success. This was clearly experiencedingurthe tenure of Margaret

Thatcher. The authoritative leadership style &iggl the male opposition against her.

This indicated a single lesson in the Britblitical history; parliament was
opened for women for political collaboration, not political domination. If political
patriarchy persisted in the British parliament,wiais just because the first day
parliament was established, it was dominated by.riémen it came to the female
political domination over men in parliament, thingsuld take another turn. The
inappropriate exercise of political power had iaaepercussions.

Most importantly, women'’s political endeavours ahdir hard work, although
undergoing political inequality, was not negativetypacted. They kept overcoming
the planned political underrepresentation hopirrgfiiactuations as rewards for their
political perseverance. Never losing hope, womers M@Brked hard and enjoyed the
very limited percentage of seats. In 1997, thepedahe fruits of their labour. Due to
the Labour Party’s, led by Tony Blair, incorporatiof the All-Women Shortlists in
the General Election of 1997, the number of thetetewomen MPs was tripled. 101

women MPs entered parliament. Put simply, the fenpalitical involvement 1945-
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1997 as decision-makers indicated that the decisiaking could not be a fruitful,
workable and successful one without gender cooperaunity, support in the
parliamentary world. Women MPs did not always emteu such supportive

environment. Despite tough circumstances, women Wits there surmounting.

Future research can be conducted delving into othportant gender issues in
parliamentary politics. One important topic to bekded would be the investigation of
the political journey of the elected 101 Labour MP4997 and compare it with one
of the Conservative administrations before 1997mitemen were just a minority in
politics. Another focal suggestion may consider ¢ffectiveness of the resort to All-
Women Shortlists in increasing women'’s politicapnesentation in parliamentary
politics. As a case study, two general electionsldibe chosen after the end of Tony

Blair tenure.
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Glossary

By-election is an election that is held between general @estfor the sake of
electing a leader to replace the previous one lseche dies or resigned.

Cabinet is defined as “team of 20 or so most senior ménssin the Government
who are chosen by the Prime Minister. It is thermaody that controls policy
and coordinates activities of governmental depantmdt is chaired by the Prime
Minister and consists of most of the ministeriahéi® of departments.

Coalition is a group of people from different political past or social groups
who are working together and collaborating with reather to accomplish a
common and shared aim.

Direct Democracy. people directly intervene to vote for a policylegislation
without resorting to their representatives to do so

Dissolution of parliament refers to the case when the Prime Minister dedlare
the official end of parliament. Every seat in theude of Commons and the
House of Lords became vacant. Dissolving the padiat required holding a
general election for the sake of electing the ne®sM

Enfranchisement refers to the action of granting the suffragetgiven group
of people. already deprived of the right to votecan be the firstly done or came
as an extension to other groups of people who denged the vote before based
on a number of reasons.

Franchise suffrage, or simply the right to vote refers he tcase when people
can vote and take part undisputedly in electionsealected or to choose their
representatives.

Gender quota refer to reserved seats that guarantee a nuwibeeats in
parliament for women, or they can be candidate apititat require a percentage
of women on the candidate lists of parties.

Great Depressionwas a worldwide economic downturn that began i2918nd
lasted until about 1939. It was the longest and tnsevere depression ever
experienced by the industrialized Western worldwhs characterized by a
decline in production and prices resulting in higates of poverty and

unemployment.
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Maiden speechis the first speech delivered by newly electedappointed
Member of parliament in the bicameral parliament.

Political Patriarchy: it was a system when men exercised an absolute ey
over women in politics.

Queen Beeds a woman who holds a position of power and atuithbut does not
help other women to reach success in the same field

Representative democracyknown also asindirect democracy refers to a
system of government in which people are free éutelheir representatives in
parliamentary politics.

Separate Sphere Ideology (SSl)it was a belief that glorified gender roles and
demarcate gender responsibilities. It stated trext and women should perform
their roles in different spheres; women in the h@sé¢he private sphere and men
outside home through being involved in the puljtibese.

Snap Electionis an election which is hold earlier before theexted general
election.

Suffrage is also known as franchise . it is the right tketpart in parliamentary
elections.

Suffragette is the name given to women campaigners for sudfrieng Britain
starting from 1903 who demanded the vote violerggorting to militancy.
Suffragist is someone who vehemently believes in the impoeariche right to
vote as a symbol of democracy. For anyone whoffsagjist, acquiring suffrage
is a necessity that should not be denied for ¢isze

Thatcherism is an umbrella term encapsulating all the econgnulies and the
radical changes introduced by Margaret Thatcheinduner premiership (1979-
1990).

Universal suffrage (Democratic suffrage) refers to granting the titghvote to
all adult citizens regardless their ethnicity, aggx, social class or race.

Winter of Discontent. A series of strikes erupted in Britain from 197879 as
an outcry against the Labour Prime Ministers’ afieso curtail wages and their
reluctance to increase workers’ wages and improthieg working conditions.
Woman Question is an umbrella term encapsulating all the cammaignd
movements organized by women in Britain in the sdcbalf of the ninetieth
century claiming for the improvement of their sdcieconomic, political and

professional conditions.
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APPENDIX A

A Sample of Women Suffragists’ Writings in Pro-Suffage Pamphlets

Source: Women Suffrage Pamphlets. Women Suffrage, WoRights. LES Digital
Library . 1860. CALM:PC/06/396-11/03/ PC/06/39603/
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/objects/Ise:ye@8&n (Accessed May18,2022)
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Appendix B

The First Woman Conservative MP Nancy Astor’s Lette Sent to MP
Winston Churchill (1931)
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Transcript

Dear Winston,

As a personal friend of yours and Clemm’s, howewerch | may differ from you on
certain political questions, | do feel that youdkehe ordinary decencies and relationships
of public life when you drag in personalities. Ybardly ever have a difference with me
without calling me a Yankee (your mother was a Ysnk| am a Virginian) or asking me
to get back to Virginia and leave British politicer refer to our owning a paper. No one is
prouder of their Virginian birth than | am. As fory political life - dim tho’ it is - | would
not change it for yours. But what | feel is, youulMbnot dare use this kind of abuse (or
what you mean for abuse) either to John or Waldattn't think it cricket that because |
am a woman you should use it to me.

I hate having to fight you back on your own grourwh the ground of your choosing - so
if our friendship is to continue, could you trea s fairly as you would a man?

Nancy Astor

Source: Letter from Nancy Astor MP to Winston ChurchilP. 12 March 1931. The
Papers of Winston S. Churchill CHAR 2/572A/29. Rejuced with permission of
Viscount Astor. Cited in “Uphill All the Way: A Ce¢uary of Women in Parliament”.

| S

262

~



APPENDIX C

The list of All women MPs elected to stand in the bluse of Commons
(1918-1997)

Women MPs by date of first election

Hame Datz first Party Constituency Dates as MP
elected 61 (b}
Corstance, Countzss MARKIEVICZ 14 Dec 1918 SF Dubdin, S1 Patrick’s 1918-22
(Do not take seat)
Narcy, Viscourtess ASTOX, CH 15 Nov 1812 Con Flymouth Sutton 19159*-45;
Mrs Margaret WINTRINZHAM Z2 Sept 1921 Lib Lincolnshire, Louth 1921*-24
Mrs Mabel FHILIPSON 21 May 1323 Con Eerwici-upon-Tweed 1923*-29
Kathanne, Duchess of ATHOLL, € Dec 1923 Con Ferth & Kinross, Kinross & 1923-28
DBE Westem
Ri Hon Marcaret BONDFIELD, CH & Dec 1923 Lab Norihampion; 1923-24;
(First woman Cabinet Minister) Wallsend (1%26-31) 1926*-31
Miss Corothea JEWSON € Dec 1923 Lakb MNorwich 1923-24
Miss Arabelia Susan LAWRENCE E Dec 1923 Lab Easi Ham, Morth 1923-24;
1926%-31
Lady Yera TERRINGTCON € Dec 1923 Lib Euckinghamshive, Wycomke 1923-24
Rt Hon Eller WILKINSON 29 Oct 1524 Lab Middlesbrough, East; 1924-31;
Jarrow (1935-47) 1935-47
Gwendolen, Countess of IVEAGH, 19 Nov 1927 Con Southend-or-Sea 1927*-35
CBE
Hilda RUNCIMAM {later £ Mar 1928 Lib Cormwall, St lves 1928*-29
Viscountess)
Mrs Florence DALTCN T Feb 1929 Lab Durham, Bishop Auckland 1929*
Rt Hon Miss Jennie LEE (Mrs A 21 Mar 1929 Lab Lanarkshire, Northem; 1929*-31;
Bewvan) Staffordshire, Cannock {(1945-70) 1945-7v0
Dr Ethai BENTHAM 20 Mav 1928 Lab Isiington, East 1929-21
Mrs Mary HAMILTON, 20 May 1329 Lab Elackburn 1929-31
Lady Megan LLOYD GEORGE= 20 May 1929 Lib Anglesey; 1929-51;
Carmarthen (1957-6E) 1957 *-66
Lady Gynthia MOSLEY 20 May 1329 Lab Stoke-on-Trent, Stoke 1925-21
Or Marion PHILLIPS 20 May 1929 Lz Sunderland 192G-21
Miss Edith PFICTON-TURBERVILL, 30 May 1329 Lszb Shropshire, The Wrekin 1929-31
OBE
Miss Eleanor RATHEONE 20 May 1929  Ind Combined English Universities 192G-46
Lady Lucy NOEL-BUXTOM S Jul 1930 Lab Norfolk, North; 1930%-31;
Norwich (184 5-1850) 1945-50
Mrs Leah MANMNING 19 Fek 1931 Lab Islington, East; 1931~
Essex, Epping (1945-50) 1945-50
Mrs Thelma CAZALET-KEIR, CBE 27 Oct 1831 Con Islington, East 1931-45
Mrs Ida COPELAND Z7 Oct 1921 Con Etoke-on-Trent, Stoke 1931-35
Miss Marjorie GRAVES =7 Oct 1831 Con Hackney, South 1931-25
Rt Hon Dame Florence 2T Oct 1531 Con Dundee; 1931-45;
HORSBURGH Marchester, Moss-Side (1950- 1950-59
{First woman to mave the Adcress B9
in reply to the King's speech)
The Hon Mary PICKFORD. CBE 27 Qct1t31 Con Hammersmiih, North 1931-24
Mrs Noran RUNGE, OBE 27 Oct 1831 Caon Eermondsey, Rotherhithe 1931-35
Mrs Helen SHAW  M3E T Oct 1831 Con Lanarkshire, Becthwell 1931-35
Mrs Mavis TATZ 27 Oct1831 Con Willescen, West, Somerset, 1931-45
Frome (133E-45)
Dame lIrene WARD, CH =27 Oct 1831 Caon Wallsend, 1931-45;
Tynemouh (1950-74) 1950- ~eb T4
Mrs Sarah WARD 27 Oct 1831 Con Staffordshire, Cannock 1931-35
Frances, Viscountass DAVIDSON 22 Jun 1937 Con Herffordshire, Femel Hempsteac 1937*-509
Mrs Agnes HARDIE T Sep 1937 Lzb Glasgow, Springbum 193745
Mrs Jenne ADAMSCN T Mowv 1938 Lab Darfford; Bexley (1945-£6) 1938*-46
Rt Hon Dr Edith SJMMERSK LL, € Apr 1928 Lab Fulham; 193861
CH Wamington (1955-51]
Mrs Beaflrice WRIGHT 11 Mar 1941 Con Cornwall, Bodmin 1941 *-45
Lady Violzst APSLEY, 18 Fek 1943 Con Eristol, Central 1943*-45

~
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Name Date first Party Constituency Dates as MP
elected {al (b}

Rt Hon Alice BACON, CBE 5 Jul 1245 Lak Leeds, Morth East: 1845-70
Leeds. South East (1255-70)

Mrs Bessie BRADDOCK 5 Jul 1245 Lak Liwerpool, Exchange 1845-10

Rt Hon Barbara CASTLE 5 Jul 1245 Lak Blackbum; Blackbum East (1850- 1845-72
55); Blackbum (1855-79)

Miss Grace COLMAMN 5 Jul 1245 Lak Tynemouth 1845-50

Mrs Freda CORBET 5 Jul 1245 Lak Camberwsell, Morth-West; 1045- Feb T4
Camberwell, Peckham (1850-74)

Mrs Caroline GAMLEY 5 Jul 1845 Lak Battersea, South 1845-51

Mrs Barbara GOLULD 5 Jul 1845 Lak Hendon, Morth 1845-50

Rt Hon Miss Margaret HERBISON 5 Jul 1845 Lak Lanarkshire, Morth 1845-70

Mrs Jean MANM 5 Jul 1245 Lak Lanarkshire, Coatbridgs; 1845-52
Cioatbridge and Airdire (18250-53)

Mrs Lucy MIDDLETON 5 Jul 1245 Lak Phymoarth, Sutton 1845-51

s Muriel MICHOL 5 Jul 1245 Lak Bradford, Morth 1845-50

Mrs Florence PATOM 5 Jul 1245 Lak Mottinghamshire, Rusheliffe 1845-50

Mrs Mabel RIDEALGH 5 Jul 1845 Lak Iiford, North 1845-50

Mrs Clarice SHAW 5 Jul 1245 Lak Ayrshire & Bute, Kimamock 104545

Mrs Edith WILLS 5 Jul 1245 Lak Birmingham. Duddeston 1845-50

Priscilla, Lady TWEEDSMUIR 28 Mov 1845 Con Aberdeen, South 184a"-0a

{as Lady Grant of Monymusk to

1243)

Mrs Alice CULLEM 30 Sep 1848 Lab Glasgow, Gorbals 1843"-89

Miss Elaine BURTON 23 Feb 1050 Lab Cioventry, South 1050-52

Mrs Eveline HILL 23 Feb 1850 Con Manchester, Wiythenshawse 185054

Rt Hon Dame Patricia HORNSBY- 23 Feb 1850 Con Kent, Chislehurst 1850-66;

SMITH. DBE 1870- Feb T4

Mrs Dorothy REES 23 Feb 1850 Lab Glamaorgan, Bamy 1850-51

Mrs Erense WHITE 23 Feb 1050 Lab Flintshire, East 1850-70

Mrs Hammiet SLATER 31 Mar 1853 Lab Stoke-on-Trent, Marth 1853"-6a

{First worman Whip)

Mrs Patricia FORD 15 Aprd 1253 UL Diovem, Morth 1853°-55

Dame Edith PITT, DBE 2 Jul 1853 Con Birmingham, Edgbaston 1053"-0a

Mrs Lena JEGER 19 Mow 18253 Lab Holbomn & 5t Pancras. South 1853"-50;

10g<-72

Mrs Joyce BUTLER 28 May 1955  Lab Wood Green 1855-78

The Hon Mrs Evelyn EMMET 20 May 1955 Con East Sussex. East Grinstead 185554

Mrs Patricia McLAUGHLIMN 28 May 1955 UL Belfast. West 1855-64

Dame Joan VICKERS, DBE 28 May 1955 Con Phymoarth, Dewvonport 1855- Feb T4

Miss Mennyn PIKE 19 Dec 1856 Con Leicestershire, Melon 1858 Feb 74

Lady Muriel GAMMANS 30 May 1957  Con Hornsey 1857 -0a

Mrs Mary McALISTER 13 Mar 10858 Lab Glasgow, Kelvingrove 1053°-50

Rt Hon Betty HARVIE ANDERSON 8 Oct 1952 Con Renfrewshire, East 1859-72

OBE, TD

{Deputy Chaimman of Ways and

Means)

Rt Hon Dame Judith HART, DBE 4 Oct 1958 Lak Lanark: 1859-8T
Chydesdale (1083-97)

Rt Hon Margaret THATCHER 3 Oct 1858 Con Finchley 1859-22

{First woman Prime Minister)

Miss Joan QUEMNELL MEE 18 Mow 1880 Con Petersfizld 1080"- Oct T4

Mrs Anne KERR 15 Oct 1984 Lab Riochester & Chatham 1084-70

Mrs Margaret McHAY 15 Ot 1984 Lab Wandsworth, Clapham 1864-70

Mrs Renss SHORT 15 Ot 1984 Lak Wolverhampton, North-East 1864-87

Dr the Hon Shifey SUMMERSKILL 15 Oct 1884 Lab Haalifan 1084-83

Rt Hon Shirdey WILLIAMS 15 0ct 1984 Lab Hertfordshire, Hitchin; 1084-73
Hertford & Stevenapge (Feb 1874-
7Bk 1881"-33

~
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Name Date first Party Constituency Dates as MP
elected {a] (b)

Mrs Gwyneth DUNWOQODY 31 Mar 1966 Lab Exeter; 1956-70;
Crewe (Feb 1974-B37; 1974-2008
Crewes & Nantwich (1383-2008)

Dame Jill KMIGHT, DBE 31 Mar 1966 Con Bimingram, Edgkasion 195697

Miss Joan LESTOR 31 Mar 1966 Lab Efon & Slough; 1956-83;
Eccles (1987-97) 198757

Mrs Winifred EWING 2 Nov 1567 SHP Lanarkshire, Hamiton; 18537*-70;
Moray & Maim (Feb 1974-79) 1974-79

Miss Bermadette DEVLIN 17 Apr 1368 Ind. Mid-Ulster 1959* Feb 74

(Youngest woman MP at 21 yrs) Unity

(later M s Bernadette MCALISKEY)

Dame Feggy FEMNER, DEE 18 Jun 1870 Con Roachaster & Chatham; 1970- Oct T4
Medway (1283-87) 1979597

Mrs Doris FISHER 18 Jun 1970 Lab Birmingham, Ladywood 1970- Feb 74

Came Janet FOOKES, DBE 18 Jun 1870 Con Merton & Mordzn; 197057

(Second Deputy Chzirman of Ways Plymouth, Crake (Feb 1974-97)

and Means)

Miss Joan HALL 18 Jun 1970 Con Keighley 1970- Feb 74

Miss Mary 4OLT 18 Jun 1570 Con Preston, North 1970-Feb 74

Dame Elaine KELLETT-BCWMAN, 18 Jun 1370 Con Lancaster 197097

DBE

Mrs Constance MONKS OBE 18 Jun 1970 Con Chorlzy 1970- Feb 74

Rt Hon Saly OPFENHEIM 18 Jun 1970 Con Gloucester 197087

Rt Hon Beity BOOTHROYD 24 May 1973 Lab West Bromwich; 1973*-2000

(Firs: woman Speaker) West Bromwich, West
(Feb 1974-2002)

Mrs Margo MACDONALD 8 Nov 1573 SMP Glascow, Govan 197 3*-Feb 74

Rt Hon Lynda CHALKER 28 Feb 1974 Con Wallasey Feb 1974-92

Mrs Maureen CO_QUHDUN 28 Feh 1974 Laib Northampion, North Feb 1974-F49

Jo RICHARDSON 28 Feh 1974 Lab Barking Feb 197£-04

Audrey WISE 28 Feb 1974 Lab Coventry, South-West; Feb 197£-T9;
Preston [1837-2000) 1987-2000

Mrs Margaret 3AIN 10 Oct 1374 SHP East Dlunbartonshre; Oct 1974-TE;

(later M-s EWING) Moray (1987-2001) 1987-2001

Mrs Helene HAYMAN 10 Oct 1374 Lab Welwyn & Fatfeld Oct 1974-TC

Mise Margaret JACKSON 10 Ot 1974 Lab Lincoin; Oct 1974-TE;

{later Ms BECKETT, then Rt Hon Derby, South (1983-) 1983-

Dame Margaret EECKETT]

Miss Joan MAYMNARD 10 Oct 1374 Lab Sheffeld, Brightside Oct 1974-8B7

Mrs Millie MILLER 10 Oct 1374 Lab lIford NMorth Oct 1974-77

Rt Hon Ann TAYLOR 10 Oct 1374 Lab Belton, West; Oct 1974-83;

{Firs: woman Chief Whip) Drevwesbury (1887-) 1887-2005

Dr Conagh McDOMNALD 15 Jul 1976 Lab Thurmock 197687

Mrs Sheila FAITH 3 May 1979 Con Belper 197983

Miss Sheila WRIGHT 3 May 19749 Lab Bi-mingram, Handsworth 197983

Oame Angela RUMEBOLD, DBE 3 Jun 1982 Con Merten, Mitcham and Mordemn; 1982*-97
Mitcham and Morcen (1283-97)

Rt Hon Harriel HARMARN 28 Oct 1382 Lab Peckham; 1982*
Camberwell & Peckham (1997-)

Mrs Helzen McELHONE 2 Dec 1582 Laib Glascow, Queen's Park 1952*-83

Mrs Edwina CURRIE 9 Jun 1983 Con South Derbyshire 198397

Mrs Anna McCURLEY 9 Jun 1983 Con Renfrew West & Inverchyde 198387

Mre Elizabeth PEACDCK 9 Jun 1983 Con Batley & Spzn 198397

Mrs Marion ROE 9 Jun 1983 Con Broxboune 1933-2005

Rt Hon Clare SHORT 9 Jun 1983 Laib Birmingham, Ladywood 1933-2010

Mrs Ann WINTERTCON 9 Jun 1983 Con Congleton 1983-2010

Rt Hon Virginia BOTTOMLEY 3 May 1984 Con South West Surrey 1954*-2005

Rt Hon Ann CLWYD 3 May 1984 Lab Cynon Valley 1934

Mrs Elizabeth SHIELDS 8 May 1986 Lib Ryedale 198687

~
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Name Date firs: Party  Constituency Dates as MP

elected {a) b)
Mis Llin GO_DIMNG 17 Jul 1986 Lal Newcastie-under-_yme 19362001
Mrs Rosie BARNES 26 Fek 1987 SDP Greenw ch 193792
Miss Diane ABBOTT 11 Jun 1987 Lab Hackney North & Stoke 1587-
Newingion
Rt Hon Hilary ARMSTROMNG 11 Jun 1987 Lab North West Durham 1987-2010
Mrs Maria FYFE 11 Jun 1987 Lab Glzsgow, Maryhill 19a7-2001
Mrs Mildred GORDON 11 Jun 1987 Lab Bow & Poplar 1937-97
Mirs Teresa GORMAN 11 Jun 1987 con Billericay 1237-2001
Mis Maureen HICKS 11 Jun 1987 Con Weiverhampron, North East 1947-92
Mrs Alice MAHON 11 Jun 1987 Lab Halifax 1537-2005
Mis Ray MICHIE 11 Jum 1987 LD Aroyll & Bute 1987-2001
Rt Hon Marjoriz MCWLAM 11 Jun 1987 Lab Redcar 1937-2001
Emma NICHOLSON 11 Jun 1987 Con Devon, West & Torridge 1937-97
Rt Hon Dame Dawr PRIMARCLO 141 Jun 1987 Lab Bristol South 1937-
(Second Deputy Chaiman of Ways
and Means)
Rt Hon Joyece GUIN 11 Jun 1987 Lab Gateshead, East; Gateshead 1937-2005
East and Washnaton West
(1997-2003)
Rt Hon Dame Joan RUDDOCK 11 Jun 1987 Lab Lewisham, Depiford 1937-
Rt Hon Gillian SHEPHARD 11 Jun 1987 Con South West Norfolk 1937-2005
Ms Joan WALLEY 11 Jun 1987 Lab Stcke-on-Trent Morth 1937-
Rt Hon Ann W DDECOMBE 11 Jun 1987 Con Maidstone, Maidsore and the 1937-2010
Weald (1937-2010)
Miss Kate HOEY 15 Jun 1989 Lab Vauxhal 1989
Mrs Sylvia HEAL 22 Mar 1980 Lab Mid-StaTordshire; 1990-492;
(Deputy Chaiman of Ways and Halesowen and Rowley Regis 1997-2010
Means) (1997-2010)
Irene ADAMS 28 hov 199]  Lab Paisley Narth 18950"-20C5
Janet ANDERSON 9 Apr 4942 Lab Rossendake & Darwen 1992-2010
Mrs Angea BREOWNING 9 Apr 19492 Con Tivariomn; 1952-2010
Tiverion & Hondon (1937-2010)
Mrs Anne CAMPBELL 9 Apr 19492 Lab Cambridge 1992-2008
Mrs Judith CHAPLIN 9 Apr 19492 Can MNewbury 1992-93
Ms Anrn COFFEY G Apr 1042 Lab Stockport 18632-
Rt Hon Jear CORSTOMN G Apr 1942 Lalb Bristol East 1892-2005
Arngela EAGLE 9 Apr 1992 Lab Wallasey 1992-
Rt Hon Cheryl GILLAN S Apr 1992 Con Chesham & Amersham 1952-
Ms Glenda JACKSON 9 Apr 1992 Lab Hampstead & Fighgate; 1952-
Hampstead and Kilbum {2010-)
Helen (ACKSON O Apr 1042 Lab Sheffield, Hilsborough 1952-2005
Dr Lynne JONES 9 Apr 1992 Lab Birmingham, Selly Oak 1992-2010
Rt Hon Dame Tessa JOVWELL 9 Apr 1992 Lab Dulwich; 1992-
Dulwizh & Wast Morwood (19€7-)
Rt Hon Jane KEMNZDY 9 Apr 1042 Lak Liverpool, 3road Green; 1992-2010
Liverpool Wavertrae (1997-2010)
Mrs Angea KNIGHT 9 Apr 1992 Caon Erewash 1992-97
Mrs Jacaui LAIT 9 Apr 182 Con Hastings & Rye; 1992-87;
Beckenham (1997*-2010) 19972010
Ms Liz LYMNNE 9 Apr 1992 LD Rozhdale 1992-97
Lady Olga MAITLAND 9 Apr 1992 con Sutton & Cheam 1932-87
Rt Hon Estelle MORRIS 9 Apr 1992 Lab Birmingham, Yardley 1992-2005
Ms Bricget PR=NTICE 9 Apr 1942 Lal Lewisham East 15%2-2010
Mrs Barbara ROCHE 9 Apr 1642 Lab Horm=ey & Wood Green 1952-2005
Ms Rachel SQUIRE 9 Apr 19492 Lab Dunfermiire West Cunfermiinz 1992-2006
and West Fife (2005-06)
Mrs Diana MADCQCK 2% Jul 1933 LD Christchurch 1993"-97
Ms Judith CHURCE 9.Jun 1994 Lab Dagenham 19942001
| Name | Date First| Party | Constituency | Dates as MP_|
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Elected
Rt Hon Helen 30 Jun 1994 Lab Monklands 1994-2005
Liddell East, Airdrie
and Shotts
Roseanna 25 Jun 1995 Lab Perth and 995-2002
Cunningham Kinross

v The Abbreviations of the Political Parties

Con - Conservative

DUP - Democrat Unionist Party
Lab - Labour

LD - Liberal Democrat

Lib - Liberal

PC - Plaid Cymru

SDP -Social Democratic Party
SF -Sinn Féin

SNP -Scottish National Party

SDLP - Social Democratic Labour
Party

UUP - Ulster Unionist Party

Source: Female Members of Parliament. House of Commonsabtybr CBP 6652.
March7,2022
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APPENDIX D

The List of All Female Cabinet Ministers (1929-199y

Minister Years of service
Margaret Bondfield 1929-31

Ellen Wilkinson 1945-47

Florence Horsburgh 1953-54

Barbra Castle 1964-70 & 1974-76
Judith Hart 1968-69

Margaret Thatcher 1970-74 &1970-90
Shirley Williams 1974-79

Baroness Young 1981-83

Gillian Shephard 1992-97

Virginia Bottomley 1992-97

Source: Uberoi, Elise, Chris Watson, Shadi Daneshi, Paultddo and Richard
Tunnicliffe. “Women in Politics and Public Life”. ésearch Briefing . House of Commons
Library Number01250, March04,2022, P.15
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APPENDIX E

The List of All Women Life and Hereditary Peeresseg\ppointed to the

House of Lords (1958-1997)

Title Name Date MP in power | Party at
Announced Creation

Elliot of | Dame Katherine Elliot 24-Jul-58 Macmillan Con

Harwood

Ravensdale o| Mary Irene Curzon 24-Jul-58 Macmillan XB

Kedleston

Swanborough Dame Stella Isaacs 24-Jul-58 Macmillan XB

Wootton of| Barbara Frances Woottq 24-Jul-58 Macmillan Lab

Abinger Wright

Horsburgh Dame Florence Gertrud 19-Sep-59 | Macmillan Con
Horsburgh

Summerskill Edith Clara Summerskill 16-Jan-61 | Macmillan Lab

Burton of | Elaine Frances Burton 29-Mar-62 | Macmillan Lab

Coventry

Gaitskell Anna Dora Gaitskell 23-Dec-63 | Douglas-Home| Lab

Northchurch Dame Frances Jog 23-Dec-63 | Douglas-Home Con
Davidson

Brooke off Dame  Barbara  Murig 01-Dec-64 | Wilson Con

Ystradfellte Brooke

Emmet of| Evelyn Violet Elizabeth 01-Dec-64 | Wilson Con

Amberley Emmet

Asquith of | Dame Helen Viole| 04-Dec-64 | Wilson Liberal

Yarnbury Bonham-Carter

Phillips Norah Phillips 04-Dec-64 | Wilson Lab

Plummer Beatrice Plummer 01-May-65 | Wilson Lab

Spencer- Dame Clementine Ogilv] 01-May-65 | Wilson Con

Churchill Spencer-Churchill

Hylton-Foster Audrey Pellow Hylton{ 26-Oct-65 | Wilson XB
Foster

Stocks Mary Danvers Stocks 01-Jan-66 | Wilson Lab

Sharp Dame Evelyn Adelaidd 11-Jun-66 | Wilson XB
Sharp

Serota Beatrice Serota 01-Jan-67 | Wilson Lab

Birk Alma Lillian Birk 03-Aug-67 | Wilson Lab

| S

269

~




Llewelyn-Davies | Anne Patricia Llewelyn] 03-Aug-67 | Wilson Lab

of Hastoe Davies

Masham of llton | Susan Lillian  Primrosq 01-Jan-70 | Wilson XB
Cunliffe-Lister

Tweedsmuir  of Priscilla Jean Fortescy 02-Jun-70 | Wilson Con

Belhelvie Buchan

Bacon Alice Martha Bacon 07-Aug-70 | Heath Lab

Lee of Asheridge| Jennie Lee 07-Aug-70 | Heath Lab

White Eirene Lloyd White 07-Aug-70 | Heath Lab

MacLeod of Evelyn Hester MacLeod 08-Apr-71 | Heath XB

Borve

Seear Beatrice Nancy Seear 08-Apr-71 | Heath Liberal

Young Janet Mary Young 08-Apr-71 | Heath Con

Elles Diana Louie Elles 30-Mar-72 | Heath Con

Sharples Pamela Sharples 31-May-73 | Heath XB

Hornsby-Smith | Dame Margaret Patrici) 05-Apr-74 | Wilson Con
Hornsby-Smith

Pike Dame Irene Mervyr 05-Apr-74 | Wilson Con
Parmicott Pike

Robson of Inga-Stina Robson 11-Apr-74 | Wilson Liberal

Kiddington

Falkender Marcia Matilda Williams 02-May-74 | Wilson Lab

Fisher of Rednal | Doris Mary Gertrude Fishel 02-May-74 | Wilson Lab

Stedman Phyllis Stedman 02-May-74 | Wilson Lab

Delacourt-Smith | Margaret Rosaling 15-Jun-74 | Wilson Lab

of Alteryn Delacourt-Smith

Stewart of Mary Elizabeth Henderso 06-Dec-74 | Wilson Lab

Alvechurch Stewart

Vickers Dame Joan Helen Vickers | 06-Dec-74 | Wilson Con

Ward of North Dame Irene Mary Bewic| 06-Dec-74 | Wilson Con

Tyneside Ward

Faithfull Lucy Faithfull 18-Dec-75 | Wilson Con
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Jackson of Dame Barbara Mary 12-Jun-76 | Callaghan Lab

Lodsworth Jackson

Lockwood Betty Lockwood 31-Dec-77 | Callaghan Lab

David Nora Radcliff David 21-Mar-78 | Callaghan Lab

Denington Dame Evelyn Joyc{ 03-Jun-78 | Callaghan Lab
Denington

Ryder of Warsaw| Margaret Susan Ryder 03-Jun-78 | Callaghan XB

Jeger Lena May Jeger 15-Jun-79 | Thatcher Lab

Airey of Diana Josceline Barbal 26-Jun-79 | Thatcher Con

Abingdon Neave

McFarlane of Jean Kennedy McFarlane | 26-Jun-79 | Thatcher XB

Llandaff

Skrimshire of Margaret Betty Harvi¢ 26-Jun-79 | Thatcher Con

Quarter Anderson

Trumpington Jean Alys Barker 08-Jan-80 | Thatcher Con

Ewart-Biggs Felicity Jane Ewart-Biggs | 14-Apr-81 | Thatcher Lab

Gardner of Rachel Trixie Anne Gardng 14-Apr-81 | Thatcher Con

Parkes

Lane-Fox Felicity Lane-Fox 14-Apr-81 | Thatcher Con

Platt of Writtle Beryl Catherine Platt 14-Apr-81 | Thatcher Con

Carnegy of Lour | Elizabeth Patricia Carnegy| 12-Jun-82 | Thatcher Con

Cox Caroline Ann Cox 15-Dec-82 | Thatcher Con

Nicol Olive Mary Wendy Nicol | 15-Dec-82 | Thatcher Lab

Warnock Dame Helen Mary Warnocl| 31-Dec-84 | Thatcher XB

Hooper Gloria Dorothy Hooper 03-Apr-85 | Thatcher Con

Turner of Muriel Winifred Turner 03-Apr-85 | Thatcher Lab

Camden

Blatch Emily May Blatch 12-Feb-87 | Thatcher Con

Blackstone Tessa Ann Vospg 13-Feb-87 | Thatcher Lab
Blackstone

Hart of South Dame Judith Hart 31-Jul-87 | Thatcher Lab

Lanark

Oppenheim- Sally Oppenheim-Barnes | 31-Dec-88 | Thatcher Con

Barnes
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Park of Daphne Margaret Syb| 30-Dec-89 | Thatcher Con

Monmouth Desiree Park

Brigstocke Heather Renwiclf 04-Apr-90 | Thatcher Con
Brigstocke

Cumberlege Julia Frances Cumberledgq 04-Apr-90 | Thatcher Con

Eccles of Diana Catherine Eccles 04-Apr-90 | Thatcher Con

Moulton

Flather ShreelaFlather 04-Apr-90 | Thatcher Con

Hollis of Patricia Lesley Hollis 04-Apr-90 | Thatcher Lab

Heigham

Castle of Barbara Anne Castle 16-Jun-90 | Thatcher Lab

Blackburn

Dunn Dame Lydia Dunn 16-Jun-90 | Thatcher XB

Seccombe Dame Joan Anna Dalzi¢ 20-Dec-90 | Major Con
Seccombe

James of Holland Phyllis Dorothy James 31-Dec-90 | Major Con

Park

Denton of Jean Denton 29-Apr-91 | Major Con

Wakefield

Hamwee Sally Rachel Hamwee 29-Apr-91 | Major LibDem

Hilton of Jennifer Hilton 29-Apr-91 | Major Lab

Eggardon

Mallalieu Ann Mallalieu 29-Apr-91 | Major Lab

O’Cathain Detta O’Cathain 29-Apr-91 | Major Con

Perry of Pauline Perry 15-Jun-91 | Major Con

Southwark

Chalker of Lynda Chalker 13-Apr-92 | Major Con

Wallasey

Thatcher Margaret Hilda Thatcher | 06-Jun-92 | Major Con

Jay of Paddingtoll Margaret Ann Jay 13-Jun-92 | Major Lab

Williams of Shirley  Vivien  Teresdq 31-Dec-92 | Major LibDem

Crosby Brittain Williams

Dean of Brenda McDowall 13-Aug-93 | Major Lab

Thornton-le-

Fylde
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Gould of Joyce Brenda Gould 13-Aug-93 | Major Lab

Potternewton

Miller of Hendon | Doreen Miller 13-Aug-93 | Major Con

Farrington of Josephine Farrington 20-Aug-94 | Major Lab

Ribbleton

Rawlings Patricia Elizabeth Rawlingg 20-Aug-94 | Major Con

Thomas of Susan Petronella Thomas | 20-Aug-94 | Major LibDem

Walliswood

Hogg Sarah Elizabeth Mary Hog¢ 30-Dec-94 | Major Con

Smith of Elizabeth Margaret Smith | 30-Dec-94 | Major Lab

Gilmorehill

Hayman Helene Valerie Hayman 17-Nov-95 | Major Lab

Wilcox Judith Ann Wilcox 17-Nov-95 | Major Con

Lloyd of Dame June Kathleen Lloyd 15-Jun-96 | Major XB

Highbury

Anelay of St. Dame Joyce Anne Anelay | 21-Aug-96 | Major Con

Johns

Byford Dame Hazel Byford 21-Aug-96 | Major Con

Ramsay of Meta Ramsay 21-Aug-96 | Major Lab

Cartvale

Symons of Elizabeth Conway Symons| 21-Aug-96 | Major Lab

Vernham Dean

Emerton Dame Audrey Caroling 30-Dec-96 | Major XB
Emerton

Lestor of Eccles | Joan Lestor 18-Apr-97 | Major Lab

Source Taylor, Russel. “Lords Memebership:How Many Wontk#ave Sat in the House

of Lords”. House of Lords Library. Library Briefingrebruary 22,2021

https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/research-brigifln-2018-0014(Accessed March22,2022)

| S

273

~




APPENDIX F

The First Woman MP Nancy Astor’'s Maiden Speech in
Parliament (1920)

I shall not begin by craving the indulgence of Hheuse. | am only too conscious of the
indulgence and the courtesy of the House. | knaav ithwas very difficult for some hon.
Members to receive the first Lady M.P. into the Beult was almost as difficult for some
of them as it was for the lady M.P. herself to caméHon. Members, however, should not
be frightened of what Plymouth sends out into tleeldv After all, | suppose when Drake
and Raleigh wanted to set out on their venturescameers some cautious person said, “Do
not do it; it has never been tried before. Stalyamhe, cruising in home waters.” | have no
doubt that the same thing occurred when the Pild¢fathers set out. | have no doubt that
there were cautious Christian brethren who did uraterstand their going into the wide
seas to worship God in their own way. But, on tHebe, the world is all the better for
those venturesome and courageous West Countrygyeooml | would like to say that | am
quite certain that the women of the whole world wdt forget that it was the fighting men
of Devon who dared to send the first woman to treghdr of Parliaments. It is only right
that she should show some courage, and | am plgrfaeiare that it needs courage to
address the House on that vexed question, Drinkeder, | dare do it.

... 1 do not think the country is ripe for Prohibiiobut | am certain it is ripe for drastic
drink reforms. (Hon. Members: “No!”) | know whatam talking about, and you must
remember that women have got votes now and we hoease them, and use them wisely,
not for the benefit of any section, but for the &frof the whole of society.

Source “Nancy Astor Maiden Speech in Parliament”, 19&@ps://www.tbr.fun/nancy-
astor-maiden-speech-in-parliament-19¢8¢cessed May18,2022)
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APPENDIX G

Margaret Thatcher First Speech , as Prime Ministerto Conservative Party
Conference, October 12, 1979

| am, as you may know, the first ... research chemis$told this great position...The job
you have given me is a supreme honour and theegtgaossible challenge.. | know that
you understand that and would not wish it otherwidgt before we turn to the tasks that
face our country we can allow ourselves to sayrikhgou”.On Thursday, 3rd of May, we
won a great victory... An election victory such asirs is impossible without
teamwork...Finally |1 wish to say a personal thaok yo someone who was and is always
there to give strength and authority to our cab&eleader of a Party can ever have been
given more sound or more loyal advice than | haag fnom my friend and deputy, Willie
Whitelaw. And Denis Thatcheny husband ... . The victory to which all of you mst hall
gave so much was five years coming, but when itecgmvas handsome. ..Winning an
election is a splendid thing but it is only the Ipgue to the vital business of governing.
We have not wasted time. ..But all this is only thegginning. ..We have to move this
country in a new direction, to change the way waklat things, to create a wholly new
attitude of mind. Can it be done?Well, the peo@eehtaken the first step by electing us,
some, like us, with passionate conviction...The wr@d never offered us an easy living.
There is no reason why it should. We have alwaystbayo out and earn our living—the
hard way.Our success was not based on Governmedtdus...Not everyone who votes
for a political party has read everything in its nifi@sto. But when a voter takes his
decision and slips his paper into the ballot boxdbes know broadly speaking what the
party of his choice stands for...What madness ithiat winter after winter we have the
great set-piece battles, in which the powerful nsido so much damage to the industries
on which their members' living standards depend: Réy to prosperity lies not in higher
pay but in higher output. The reason why Britaiiaday the third poorest nation in the
European Community has little to do with pay buthés everything to do with
production..And that is exactly what has been hampgeThis Government want the
greatest possible co-operation with both sides ogehthat the union leaders who have
said that they will work with the elected governmesi the day will accept them
too... Today strikes affect trade union members &ed families just like the rest of us.
One union can deprive us all of coal, or food,ransport easily enough. What it cannot do
is defend its members against similar action bywotimions... Let me say a word about
these matters. We place special emphasis on thet dedlot. We believe that the great
power wielded by unions calls for greater accoufitgbto their members. We are
particularly concerned about the working of theseld shop. The closed shop, together
with secondary picketing, makes it possible for kngaoups to close down whole
industries with which they have no direct connettidt is coming from the trade
unionists themselves. They want to escape fronmuleeof the militants. We heard this in
the conference hall yesterday. They look to uselp them. Today trade unions have more
power over working people and their families thaly Aoss has. The irony is that unions
can exist only in a free society. Those who see&dom for their own purposes should not
deny that same freedom to others...l have been sppakithe deep and difficult problems
of industry—most of it big industry. But the futuoé this country depends largely on the
success of small businesses. ..So far | have spufk@@atters of absolutely vital concern to
us here at home. But we have important resporssisilioverseas as well, particularly
Rhodesia. In his speech on Wednesday, Peter Camimigscribed the progress which has
been made in our efforts to bring Rhodesia to iedépnce with the widest possible
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international recognition. | understand and shaner ympatience to bring this about. The
entire Government and party care deeply about uhed of Rhodesia. There have been
too many wasted opportunities...Nearer home, in Eejrog are part of a Community of
some 250 million people. It is no use joining amythhalf-heartedly. Five months after
taking office we have done much to restore thettarsd confidence that the last
Conservative Government enjoyed with our partnar&urope, and which the Labour
Government did not...We in Europe have unrivallectdi@m. But we must never take it
for granted. The dangers to it are greater now thag have ever been since 1945. The
threat of the Soviet Union is ever present. It iewgng continually. Their military
spending goes up by 5 per cent. a year. A Russialear submarine is launched every six
weeks. Every year the Russians turn out over 3@&Ms and 1,500 combat aircraft. Their
military research and development is enormous...We \believe in the one true
freedom—freedom under the law—far outhumber andveigih, in the strength of our
resolve, those who set out to murder and to mamehds could justify such means. The
act of murder can have no moral basis whatsoeWee..British Government is doing
everything possible to strengthen the security derin the fight against the men of
violence. Our goal is the same peace for whichPibpe appealed so movingly during his
visit to Ireland...We come to the closing moment®wf victory Conference. It has been a
Conference to remember, and it was a victory toerabyer... Throughout most of my life,
the chief complaint against politicians has bee they shrank from telling the truth when
the truth was in the least unpleasant or contraadetthat they were inclined to woo when
it was their duty to warn, and to please when i weeir business to prophesy. Early in my
career, | decided that that was one mistake thattuld not make. My harshest critics will
perhaps agree that | have succeeded in that mandstion...For the complaint that they
have against me is the opposite one—apparently Inafimed to speak my mind, even
occasionally to nag...Today | have again pointecheodangers as | see them and | have
said what | believe the source of those dangetsetdBut let us remember that we are a
nation, and that a nation is an extended familynikes go through their hard times; they
have to postpone cherished ambitions until theyetithe means to satisfy them...At times
like these, the strength of the family is trulytésk It is then that the temptation is greatest
for its members to start blaming one another asdipfating their strength in bitterness and
bickering. Let us do all in our power to see onether's point of view and to widen the
common ground on which we stand...As we close ouference, a caring and united
party, | think for a moment of last week's everit8maghton. | think of those members of
the Labour Party and trade unionists who see theement they serve abandoning the
ideals to which they have devoted their lives. Tlieynot yet share our Conservative
ideals—at least they think they do not—but theyndmt free and responsible trade unions
to play an honourable part in the life of a freel @aesponsible society. So do we...I give
them my pledge that my colleagues and | will camirio talk to them, to listen to their
views, so long as it is understood that nationdicpois the sole responsibility of
Government and Parliament. In return | would askrgwnan and woman who is called on
in the next few months to take part in disruptivedustrial action to consider the
consequences for themselves, their children andfegiew countrymen. But our supreme
loyalty is to the country and the things for whitlstands...Let us work together in hope
and above all in friendship. On behalf of the Goweent to which you have given the task
of leading this country out of the shadows let rose with these words: You gave us your
trust. Be patient. We shall not betray that trust.

Source: Margaret Thatcher Speech to Conservative Raotyference. Thatcher Archive CCOPR
1059/79nttps://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/104(&tessed May20, 2022)
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Appendix H

Pictures representing some cues of Margaret Thatche Body Language in

Parliament

A. Different Smiles, Different Political Message:

Sourcehttps://www.google.com/search?g=Margaret+Thatchmiteg&source=Inms&tbm=isch&
a=X&ved=2ahUKEwjTWLRWNP3AhUDhvOHHC

cA90Q AUO0AXoECAEQAw&biw=1366&bih=657&dpr=1#imgrc=KygvXf-a rcmM
(Accessed May9, 2022)

B. Thatcher's Eyes downwards when All male Mis were Laughing in her 198(
speech “The Lady’s not for Turning”

__#

Source:
https://www.google.com/search?g=thatcher+speechdtg%27s+not+for+turning&so
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ce=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUlee7xdP3AhWr8HiRX2DucQ_AUoANo
ECAEQBA&biw=1366&bih=600&dpr=1#imgrc=jXaxgmSYMBNpfM(Accessed May?9,
2022)

C. Thatcher’'s Use of Index Finger to point at men whe speaking as a mark of

political Domination

bridgema

Source
https://www.google.com/search?g=Margaret%20That¢@eédebating%20with%20men&tbm
=isch&tbs=rimg:Ce5tGGF6cOZdYSB7yTaXtyvsqIMCglIABAAIMIABAA&hI=fr&sa=X&
ved=0CBsQullIBahcKEwjomOC4rNj3BAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQHQg&bivE1349&bih=600#i
mgrc=pOqJtTp74MH25MAccessed May11,2022)
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Abstract

The bicameral parliament in England, before 1918 wanaged by male MPs and male Prime
Ministers only without any possibility to includeomen. Allowing women to stand as MPs to be
elected in 1918 represented a turning point inhiktory of women'’s political participation. After
WWII, the female employment opportunities were maixed, however their increased political
integration remained in question. The aim of tleisearch is twofold. On the one hand, it attempts
to investigate the female political immersion fra®45 till 1997 shedding light on the ups and
downs women went through in the House of Commoustiag House of Lords. On the other hand,
it tries to elucidate the nature of gender relatiand the impact of the female entry to the “Men’s
House” on male-female political relations. To m#ées end, the qualitative method is relied on
through resorting to books, articles, blogs andhimecmaterials. The findings show that the female
involvement in parliamentary politics was overshadd by a lone criterion which is
underrepresentation. Despite some high ministgp@ditions granted to women, the female
appointees continued to represent the elite andermgwresented minority in the bicameral
parliament. Put simply, the female integration’pauat was dual. It was a double-edged sword. It
strengthened fruitful male-female relations aneéyitably, triggered hostile and unstable reactions
in other cases.

Résumé

Le parlement bicaméral en Angleterre, avant 1918it @irigé uniquement par des hommes
députés et des hommes Premiers ministres sanseaposasibilité d'inclure des femmes. Permettre
aux femmes de se présenter comme députées podldgreen 1918 a constitué un tournant dans
I'histoire de la participation politique des femme§pres la Seconde Guerre mondiale, les
opportunités d'emploi pour les femmes ont été edd@s au maximum, mais leur intégration
politique accrue est demeurée en question. L'dbpketcette recherche est double. D'une part, elle
tente d'explorer l'immersion politique des femmesede 1945 a 1997 en mettant la lumiere sur
les hauts et les bas que les femmes ont traversetaeChambre des communes et a la Chambre
des lords. D'autre part, elle essaye d'élucideatare des rapports de genre et l'impact de lentré
des femmes a la ‘Maison des hommes’ sur les relfolitiques hommes-femmes. Pour atteindre
cela, la présente recherche s'appuie sur la méttpoalé@ative en recourant a des livres, articles,
blogs et des documents d'archives. Les résultatdgremd que l'implication des femmes dans la
politiqgue parlementaire a été ombragée par uncéale qui est la sous-représentassions. Malgré
certains postes supérieurs ministériels accordédesmmes, les femmes nommeées ont continué a
représenter |'élite et la minorité sous-représanédesein du parlement bicaméral. En bref, I'effet
de l'intégration des femmes était double. C'étaé arme a double tranchant. Elle renforcait les
fructueuses relations hommes-femmes et, inévitadmémdéclenchait des réactions hostiles et
instables dans d'autres cas.
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The bicameral parliament in England, before 1918, was managed by male
MPs and male Prime Ministers only without any possibility to include women.
Allowing women to stand as MPs to be elected in 1918 represented a turning point
in the history of women’s political participation. After WWII, the female
employment opportunities were maximized, however their increased political
integration remained in question. The aim of this research is twofold. On the one
hand, it attempts to investigate the female political immersion from 1945 till 1997
shedding light on the ups and downs women went through in the House of
Commons and the House of Lords. On the other hand, it tries to elucidate the nature
of gender relations and the impact of the female entry to the “Men’s House” on

male-female political relations.

To meet this end, the qualitative method is relied on through resorting to
books, articles, and blogs and archive materials. The findings show that the female
involvement in parliamentary politics was overshadowed by a lone criterion which
is underrepresentation. Despite some high ministerial positions granted to women,
the female appointees continued to represent the elite and underrepresented
minority in the bicameral parliament. Put simply, the female integration’s impact
was dual. It was a double-edged sword. It strengthened fruitful male-female

relations and, inevitably, triggered hostile and unstable reactions in other cases.

In the nineteenth century Britain, women lived in a patriarchal society
exhibiting their responsibilities and capabilities in the home serving their fathers,
husbands, brothers performing a myriad of domestic tasks in the family. The British
zeitgeist concerning gender roles and gender relations glorified the separate sphere
ideology (the Private and the public spheres). Working outside home was the onus
of men only in the Public Sphere; they were the breadwinners not women. Women,
therefore, had to enjoy their femininity and their ideal role of caring for the family
in the Private Sphere (home). In this regard, women were subjected to the male
authority and dominance being prevented from the democratic principles alongside

men.
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The public patriarchy, coincided with the private patriarchy, persisted in the
second half of the nineteen century without granting women any opportunity to
make economic, social or political progress. The female awareness of the heavy
burden of gender disparity and the tremendous marginalization of women rights in
the British society signaled the beginning of un-going women movements claiming
for social, political, economic and educational emancipation. What added insult to
the injury in nineteenth century Britain was the increased political and economic
progress for men only. The diversity of Reform Acts extending suffrage for men

mirrored the marginalization and the tyranny expressed towards women.

One of the focal female movements was the suffrage movement firstly began
in 1866. Women, in England, believed that the right to vote (also called suffrage or
franchise) was a pivotal prerequisite for political emancipation on the one hand. On
the other hand, it served as important principle of genuine democracy. Women
suffragists thrived to gain the franchise through which they could choose their
representatives in parliament and air out their voices in parliamentary politics.
Reaching no result in their pro-suffrage campaign, women resorted to violence and
civil disobedience as a method to gain their political rights similarly as men. After
years of vain attempts to gain the vote, the male ministers finally got convinced to
grant women the partial suffrage in 1918 then the equal vote on the same terms as
men in 1928.

The partial enfranchisement of women in 1918 prompted a radical change in
the female political status in the already-male led sphere of politics. Shortly after
the partial enfranchisement, Women’s Qualification Act was enacted allowing
women reaching the age of 21 to stand as candidates to share the process of
decision- making with men. This Act opened new horizons for women to start
enjoying the seeds of their political emancipation in England. Starting from 1918,
parliament became a mixed sex institution where gender political roles would be

performed. Before 1918, the British parliament as was solely led by men without
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any possibility to include women. Even its establishment in the thirteenth century

(1295) was accomplished by men.

The female political participation as MPs, Cabinet Ministers, advisers and
Speakers had broken the male-dominated political mould where gender competition
for fruitful political decision —making became a defining principle of the
parliamentary environment. Thus, women’s political immersion reached the zenith
due to the female ceaseless endeavours when a woman became the first woman

Prime Minister in the twentieth century Britain represented by Margaret Thatcher.

The story of women’s involvement in parliament was the same story of the
involvement of strangers or groups of people in a new environment in which they
were neither familiar with the environment nor familiar with the people there. The
way of accustoming themselves into the new arena can be short or lengthy mission.
The reaction to the new comers differed from one recipient into another. They could
be friendly, hostile or both at the same time. By the same token, they could
welcome or resent the strangers’ coming. The same thing happened in the British
parliament when women joined men in their “House” in 1918. The female political
integration was a new chapter concerning gender co-existence in parliamentary
politics. Women started to experience difficult political circumstances full of ups
and downs. After WWII, the female political integration increased, but women kept

representing the elite among male MPs and male Prime Ministers.

This research is devoted to mirror the female parliamentarians’ ups and downs
surrounded by men in parliament. Parliamentary politics, in England, is a field that
proved the female capabilities in doing men’s work. The gist of this thesis revolves
around digging deep into the female involvement in the bicameral parliament in an
era extended from 1945 to 1997. That is to say it tries to elucidate the female
immersion in the House of Commons and the House of Lords after the Second
World War, when the female political under-representation persisted, till 1997 when
politics became “feminized” in the light of increasing the number of women in

parliament.
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Women, whether married, widowed or single supported the war efforts
through the myriad of tasks they performed and the vacant male jobs they filled
when men were outside joining the military forces. WWII represented a turning
point concerning the role that women MPs played during the war. Eventually, a
progress in the female political involvement was expected after the war as a reward
for their war work, but in vain. This thesis, additionally, attempts to reveal the way
women MPs were treated by their male colleagues and the male Prime Ministers
focusing on the breakthroughs women achieved and the hurdles they encountered in
their political journey. Last but not least, it tries to examine the impact of the female
political involvement on gender relations in parliament. To meet this end, the

following research questions are put forward:

1. Was women’s political integration in the House of Commons maximized or
minimized after the Second World War?

2. What characterized the female political participation in the bicameral
parliament?

3. How did women’s immersion in politics impact gender relations in

parliament?

To answer the above-mentioned research questions, this research is
compartmentalized into four chapters. The aim of the first chapter is threefold.
Firstly, it provides a historical background of women’s early calls for their
involvement in the process of representation in which they strove to have a have a
voice in shaping the political representation through being able to vote in
parliamentary election. This was peacefully and later on violently demanded from
the male politicians. Secondly, it showcases the dawn of the female political
involvement as MPs for the first time through the enactment of the People
Representation Act in 1918. The latter was considered as a political apotheosis in
the political history of women. Last but not least, the chapter traces the nature of
women’s political journey in the House of Commons after joining men in their

“House”. Their journey was overshadowed by ups and downs, but WWII served as
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important landmark when women proved themselves able to assume male

responsibilities and ready to represent other women in the House of Commons.

The kernel of the second chapter is to dig deep into the female political status
after WWIL It investigates the different Conservative and Labour Prime Ministers’
attitudes towards either maximizing or minimizing women’s political presence. The
chapter seeks to analyze the number of women voters, candidates and elected MPs
to better expound the nature of the female political representation and compare it
with their male counterparts. Moreover, the chapter attempts to examine the
different barriers women encountered in parliament and the hurdles outside
parliament that really thwarted their successful political involvement. The last issue
the second chapter tackles is the nature of male-female political relations in

parliament.

The nub of the third chapter is to tackle the political breakthrough achieved by
the first woman Prime Minister (1979-1990) in the British history Margaret
Thatcher. It tries to analyze the political presence of Thatcher as a politician and as
a leader over men in their “House”. Light is shed on her as a sample to reflect the
positive and the negative aspects of the female political immersion in parliamentary
politics. Margaret Thatcher is an example of those women who had beaten the
record through entering parliament not as a Member of Parliament, but the leader of
all MPs. Margaret Thatcher represented the power of a woman in politics, but her
tenure posed several paradoxical facts when it comes to the promotion of women

political progress and the way she treated men in their “House”.

Last but not least, the fourth chapter mirrors the shift from a woman Prime
Minister into another male Prime Minister John Major. It tries to shed light on the
way Thatcher’s successor John major treated women MPs and the nature of the
female political involvement under a male leader from over again since his
predecessor strengthened discriminative policies to indirectly exclude women from
politics. Put simply, the chapter clarifies gender relations in parliament. The final
part of the chapter mirrors the political watershed in the women’s political agenda

triggered by the general election of 1997.
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For the sake of data collection, the qualitative method is relied on to conduct
this historical research. To find out the answers to the aforementioned questions,
several knowledge sources are of paramount importance. The primary sources and
the secondary ones played a vital role. The Acts, speeches, reports , books, blogs’
articles, journal articles, websites and YouTube videos carry among their a myriad

of realities about women in the “Men’s House”.

As far as the first chapter is concerned, it is entitled “Historical background of
Women’s Political Integration in England’s Parliament (1918-1945). It provides a
historical overview of women’s political status before 1945. It is, therefore, divided
into three main big titles. The first part tackles the female shift from suffrage
acquisition( Partial enfranchisement in 1918 and equal enfranchisement in 1928)
into parliamentary admission. That is to say from acquiring the right to vote in 1918
in the light of the enactment of People’s Representation Act into acquiring the right
to stand as MPs in parliamentary elections. The latter was guaranteed through the

parliamentary passage of Women’s Qualification Act of 1918.

The second part of the first chapter examines the evolution of the female
political representation in the House of Commons. It is important to mention that
the British parliament is divided into two chambers: the House of Commons and the
House of Lords. Politically speaking, women enjoyed firstly their representation in
the House of Commons only. The House of Lords remained a male-led institution
until 1958. The first woman elected into the House of Commons was the
American-born Nancy Astor. She was the first woman in the British History to beat

the record as the first British female MP among men.

What really overshadowed the female political immersion after Astor was the
political nightmare of “underrepresentation”. Women MPs until 1945 constituted
the “elite” if compared to their male counterparts. This political underrepresentation
which was a heavy burden on the backs of women MPs was not a sudden outcome.

It was a planned strategy to keep the number of women low in parliament. It was
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the outcome of the male Prime Ministers and the male Party leaders resort to
discriminative procedures when it came to the selection of women candidates before
the General elections. The decreased number of women, elected from one general
election into another, did not live their political experience to its fullest. Most of
them were appointed to low political positions. Only few women politicians were
granted very high political positions such as cabinet Ministers and speakers. The
chapter ends with expounding in details the female political experiences (1929-
1945). This era was pertinent with the female political integration from the first
general election they voted on the similar terms as men in the election of 1929 until
the end of WWII. The same obstacle characterized their political parliamentary life

which was gender disparity and political underrepresentation.

Moreover, the second chapter entitled “Women Political Status during the Post
Second World Era (1945-1979). Women employment opportunities increased after
the end of the war as a reward for women’s contribution to serve the home front,
however the female increased political representation remained in question. Despite
the high ministerial positions offered to some women, but gender parity in

parliament remained an unreachable quest.

The chapter opens with comparing between gender and sex. The former refers
to the way males and females behave and act. The latter represents the biological
constraints from the first day any one was born whether male or female. This nub of
this thesis is the analysis of how both genders interacted and behaved in politics.
This led us to analyze the male-female relations and the impact of the female entry
to the 3men’s House” on their relations. Moreover, the female political
underrepresentation was the outcome of abundant negative stereotypes about the
unsuitability of women for politics on the one hand. On the other hand, the
continued female admission into parliament was strengthened by positive

stereotypes.
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One of the important aims of the second chapter is to dig deep into the nature
of obstacles and barriers that strengthened the female political underrepresentation
and made from women a “minority in parliament” if compared to the huge number
of men MPs in the House of Commons. Those barriers are divided into four types:
Socio-Cultural Barriers, Political Barriers, Structural and Institutional Barriers,
Knowledge and Information Barriers. The female underrepresentation in the House
of Commons kept overshadowing women political involvement during the
administration of all the Prime Ministers who ruled England until 1979. They were:
Clement Attlee, Winston Churchill, Harold Wilson, James Callaghan and Alec
Douglass Home and Harold Macmillan.

Women, in England, did not keep being MPs in the House of Commons only.
In 1958, things took another turn. They were allowed to stand as life peers in the
House of Lords and then as hereditary peers in 1963. In this case, the female
political admission was extended to women after their endeavours to join men in the
Upper House (House of Lords).

The third chapter entitled “The Female Political Immersion Reaching the Zenith:
Margaret Thatcher Not a Party Member but a Party Leader Being the First Female Prime
Minister in the British Politics (1979-1990)” carries among its folding a detailed
analysis of the political immersion of Margaret Thatcher as the first woman Prime
Minister in Britain. She served for 11 years as a Prime Minister and the leader of
the Conservative Party. She reversed the role of women in politics upside down.
From denying women increased political involvement into a woman ruling over

men and politically dominating them.

The chapter starts with shedding light on the career of Thatcher before being a
Prime Minister then the importance is placed on her political career as a prime
Minister and the nature of the male-female electoral support to her in the three
consecutive elections (1979-1983-1987). Women voters played a vital role in

electorally supporting Margaret Thatcher although she did not promote the political
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Participation of women nor she supported female issues and female interests in

parliament.

What characterized her political experience as a PM was that she was
aggressive with men and politically dominating them. She preferred to be
aggressive to better impose her political power over men. She indirectly delivered a
message in the whole world that women were powerful enough not only to join men
in their “House” and remained subjected to them, but they were strong enough to
rule over them, guide them and get rid of the unjust political patriarchy in
parliament. Her body language was another tool to show her strength over men. The
dissertation provides figures that show examples of her powerful treatment of men.
Through analyzing Thatcher political language with men, it was apparent that her
language served as a shield to protect herself from the male domination. Her

aggressive language showed a lot about her power as a female politician.

The fourth chapter titled “From the First Female Conservative Prime Minister to
Another Male Conservative Leader: Women’s Political Stances during John Major’s
Tenure  (1990-1997)” provides realities about Margert Thatcher successor as another
Conservative Prime Minister. The aim of this chapter is to compare the way Thatcher’s
successor John Major treated women MPs and the strategies he resorted to welcome
women in parliament with his predecessor known as the “Queen Bee”. John Major showed
positive attitudes towards women in politics and through the analysis of his political
discourse with women; he never showed his negative treatment of his female colleagues.

Women still represented the “elite” during John Major’s tenure.

As important findings achieved after conducting this historical research, it is
concluded that The female integration in the House of Commons, firstly becoming a reality
in 1918, was never claimed by women and they never demanded joining men in the
House. Their main goal to accomplish was their ability to share the process of decision
making through their votes. Women’s outcry against the male Prime Ministers serving
before 1918 represented their vehement interest in the political participation from a
different angle. They battled for a different kind of political participation mainly the

electoral political participation. On the contrary, women’s vehement interest to stand in the




Ay ) 3 juaall o) ) giSa da g kY (B )5 adle

House of Lords pushed them to strive heart and soul to accompany men in the Upper
House. Till 1958, women were offered a golden opportunity to join men in the House of
Lords.

Accordingly, the governmental intervention to emancipate women politically was
dual. It was through the partial and the equal franchise they granted to women, plus the
golden opportunity of allowing women to be elected as MPs: opening the “Men’s House”
to women. Women'’s setting foot in parliament as politicians was not an easy and overnight

accomplished task. It was a long journey full of difficulties, hurdles and opposition.

The female participation in WWII impacted women positively through maximizing
the employment opportunities after the war, but the war did not bring sweeping changes
for women in parliament. Women MPs kept, from one general election into another (1945-
1979), representing a minority in politics. The door of Westminster was opened for them
easily, but the governmental promotion of gender parity was in vain. In the light of the
female existence with their male colleagues in the bicameral parliament, gender relations
were dual depending on the circumstances male and female MPs were involved. The male-
female relations during parliamentary debates were an amalgam of friendly as well as

hostile relations.

Most importantly, the sole reason that triggered hostile gender relations was the
female increased competition with men or doing the same task when women endeavoured
to do better than men. In this case, the male MPs’ masculine political authority was
threatened. Although welcoming women in parliament; the Prime Ministers remained
reluctant to maximize women'’s political representation fearing the feminization of British
politics. They did so to keep the masculine public patriarchy still alive in the British

parliament.

Taking into account the nature of the female political inclusion, it was overshadowed
by one lone criterion which was underrepresentation. The latter was, in fact, a planned
issue by the leaders of the political parties to avoid the nightmare of a feminized politics.
The early governmental practice of gender-based discrimination and unjust policies
towards women candidates started before the female appointment to their political posts. It
started during the candidates’ selection process through resorting to discriminative
strategies to select women candidates in the short-lists. From one general election into

another (1945-1997), the male candidates always outnumbered women candidates.

10
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The female trailblazers, climbing the ladder of political participation (1945-199%),
did not give up and they did not let that political hurdle spoiling their political mission.
They were ceaselessly ready to surmount over gender disparity in politics to keep present
in parliament and to cope with the difficulties they encountered. In one way or another, this
really mirrored their interest in managing the local affairs of their country. Any woman
MP, whatever the constituency she represented and whatever her political beliefs, spiced
the parliamentary politics with  new issues whether she introduced, proposed or
accomplished. Eventually, women MPs believed that reaching the gate of parliament must
be pertinent with better representing other women and increasingly speaking out women

issues and promoting women interests.

The female political empowerment was very limited. It was coincided with
appointing a very few number of women to high ministerial positions such as Speakers and
Cabinet Ministers. Statistics revealed the decreased appointment of women MPs into high
political positions. From 1945-1979, one female Speaker Betty Boothroyd, One Deputy
Speaker Betty Harvie Anderson, one Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and 9 women
cabinet ministers represented the pinnacle of the female political inclusion when the British
parliament was flooded with an enormous number of male MPs. In this vein, the British
parliament remained a mixed-sex inclusive institution, but not arena where equitable

policies were fostered. Gender equality in parliament remained also an unreachable quest.

The election of Margaret Thatcher in 1979 as the first woman Prime Minister in the
British political history marked a turning point in the female political representation in the
House of Commons and the House of Lords. Thatcher’s political presence in parliament,
her political treatment of her colleagues and, above all, her way of locally managing
England was a catalyst for change that impacted on her political relations with her
colleagues and triggered the societal unrest. The way Margaret Thatcher began her
political career, as a PM, and the way she resigned was totally different. The early
political zenith shifted into unceremonious resignation due to her authoritative style of
government and the political domination she exercised over the male MPs and Cabinet

Ministers.

The female success or failure in the already only-male led parliament was interlinked
with the way women MPs behaved, worked and reacted. Any trivial mistake could lead to

a total fiasco. Besides, the leadership style was also of great significance when it came to

11
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the female competition with men or the attempt to dominate men. In their already-
established House, the male MPs and the male leaders of political parties paid tremendous
attention to their masculinity rather than their political success. This was clearly
experienced during the tenure of Margaret Thatcher. The authoritative leadership style
triggered the male opposition against her.

This indicated a single lesson in the British political history; parliament was opened for
women for political collaboration, not for political domination. If political patriarchy
persisted in the British parliament, it was just because the first day parliament was
established, it was dominated by men. When it came to the female political domination
over men in parliament, things would take another turn. The inappropriate exercise of

political power had its own repercussions.

Most importantly, women’s political endeavours and their hard work, although
undergoing political inequality, was not negatively impacted. They kept overcoming the
planned political underrepresentation hoping for fluctuations as rewards for their political
perseverance. Never losing hope, women MPs worked hard and enjoyed the very limited
percentage of seats. In 1997, they reaped the fruits of their labour. Due to the Labour
Party’s, led by Tony Blair, incorporation of the All-Women Shortlists in the General
Election of 1997, the number of the elected women MPs was tripled. 101 women MPs
entered parliament. Put simply, the female political involvement 1945-1997 as decision-
makers indicated that the decision-making could not be a fruitful, workable and successful
one without gender cooperation, unity, and support in the parliamentary world. Women
MPs did not always encounter such supportive environment. Despite tough circumstances,

women MPs were there surmounting.

12
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Abstract

In 1984, the governmental reaction against a male-led 1984-1985 Strike represented a
watershed in the British history. Margaret Thatcher, the first female Prime Minister,
worked on crushing the strike and the strikers although being a “woman” whereas the
previous male Prime Ministers, before Thatcher, failed to crush the previous strikes
although being “men”. This paper, in fact, aims at expounding the reasons behind the
strike. Put simply, it attempts to find out the way Thatcher reacted to the miners’ unrest,
Furthermore; it sheds light on whether the debacle of the strike was because of the
power of the “female” political intervention itself or only a result of changing the gist of
governmental dissent against the strikers. To meet this end, the qualitative method is
appropriately hinged on. The findings show that the debacle of the strike went in tandem
with the power and role a woman can play in politics.

Key Words: 1984-1985 Strike, Margaret Thatcher, Male-led, debacle, politics.
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Introduction:

Strikes did not and, in fact, do not take place out of a vacuum, there is always
a reason or a number of reasons that triggered a number of people to be involved in
their direct action or riots expressing their unwillingness to accept something
imposed on them. Strikes represent an occasion to echo for change, calling for a
right or an attempt to prevent something before it happens. They are considered as
a protest in which the strikers expressed their rebellion, anger and wrath against
someone or a number of people.

The twentieth century Britain witnessed a plenty of strikes against
government or governmental decisions. They embarked on a process of averting
governmental plans to be fulfilled or calling for change. The Miners Strike (1984-
1985) is an example. The miners went on strike against a governmental plan to
close coal pits. The strike was extended from 1984 and officially ended in 1985
resulting in a total fiasco for the miners and a great success for government.

The Miners Strike (1984-1985) flared up when Margaret Thatcher was the
Prime Minister and the leader of the Conservative Party (1979-1990). She was the
first elected woman as a prime minister. This female entry to such outstanding
political position marked the zenith of female political participation. As a political
trailblazer, she introduced radical changes not introduced by her male predecessors
and , above all, exercised her authority over the strikers who reacted furiously to
one of her political decisions which was the closure of a number of coal pits. Her
political power, against male strikers, mirrored her successful intervention in
silencing the strikers and made their plans void and invalid.

This paper attempts to shed light on the nature and the reasons that triggered
the miners in England to involve themselves in this strike against Margaret
Thatcher. Additionally, it tries to investigate the nature of Thatcher’s reaction
during a one year chaotic era. The most focal point to be elucidated is to know
whether the fiasco the strikers encountered had something to do with the
unchallengeable role Margaret Thatcher played in politics as a “woman” or the
miners’ failure was just because of the altered tactics to stop the riots. To meet this
end, he following research question are raised. First and foremost, why did the
Miners’ Strike take place? How did the British government, under Thatcher, react?
What about the outcome of the strike? Since the strikers were harshly crushed by
Margaret Thatcher, what were the reasons that contributed to the governmental
breakthrough against the strikers? Was the fiasco the strikers endured due to the
importance of female gender in politics or just a result of changing governmental
tactics to overcome the threat of the strikers?

What seemed debatable is the intervention of the female Prime Minister in
crushing the strike leading to its debacle. She represented the female authority over
the male strikers although being successful in their strikes under previous male
Prime Ministers. To meet this end, the following hypothesis is formulated. The
only reason that culminated in the debacle of the Miners Strike was the authority
that a woman played in politics. To be able to confirm or fail to confirm the
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aforementioned hypothesis, the researcher resorts to the reliance on the qualitative
method. The latter refers to relying on historical sources and grasp only what is
relevant.

1. Margaret Thatcher as a Prime Minister (1979-1990):

Margaret Thatcher became the first female Prime Minister after achieving a
landslide victory in the General Election of 1979. She represented the victory of the
Conservative Party as the leading one acquiring the majority of seats in parliament.
As a Prime Minister and the leader of the Conservative Party, she introduced
radical changes especially in the economic field.

1.1.Margaret Thatcher: Brief Biography:

She was born Margaret Hilda Roberts on October13, 1925 in Grantham, and
England. She was educated in Grantham Girls' High School. She was the daughter
of a businessman. Her first and early inclination to politics took place due to her
father who used to be a member in their town’s council. Later on, she was accepted
at Oxford University and she studied chemistry at Somerville College. She
graduated in 1947 and she started practicing her speciality as a research chemist in
Colchester.

She was nicknamed “the Iron lady”. The term describes a "strong willed"
woman. The iron metaphor was most famously applied to Margaret Thatcher, and
was coined by Captain Yuri Gavrilov in 1976 in the Soviet newspaper Red Star for
her staunch opposition to the Soviet Union and socialism (Definitions for Iron
Lady). The Expression “Iron Lady” has a bad connotation in the Soviet Union, but
it started to be used in Britain as a kind of glorifying Margaret Thatcher. In a
speech at Salborne Hall in London, she celebrated her new nickname. She
announced” I stand before you tonight, my face softly made up and my fair hair
gently waved, the Iron Lady of the Western World... yes I’'m an iron lady” (Fisher,
2013)

The dawn of her foray into politics in general and the Conservative Party in
particular dated back to 1950 when she emerged as conservative candidate for a
Dartford parliamentary seat in 1950 election, but in vain. In 1952, she started
studying another specialty which was law. Later, she became a barrister in 1953.
Her first political crowning achievement came in 1959 when she won a seat in the
House of Commons. In 1961, she became secretary for pensions and national
insurance and secretary of state for education and science in 1970. Her political
participation reached its zenith in 1975 when she was elected leader of the
Conservative Party in 1975 in the general election. She emerged as the first woman
Prime Minister in the British history. (Margaret Thatcher, 2014)

1.2.The 1979 General Election Results:

It was the first election in the British history whose results culminated in
appointing a woman as a Prime Minister. It took place on Thursday, May3, 1979.
The Conservatives scored a decisive victory over the Labour Party led by James
Callaghan(1912-1950) Prime Minister (1976-1979) and the Liberal Party led by
David Steel as Prime Minister from (1976-1988). The results showed also that the
leading political Party in parliament was the Conservative Party led by Margaret
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Thatcher scoring 13,697,923 seats which represented 339 winnable seats in
parliament. (Election news summary, 1997) The following table shows the results
of the 1979 Election.

Table 1: The 1979 General Election Results

Party Votes Seats UK Vote Share %
Conservative 13,697,923 339 439

Labour 11,532,218 269 36.9

Liberal 4,313,804 11 13,8

Others 1,677,417 16 5,4

Source: (Election news summary, 1997)

During her electoral campaign, Margaret Thatcher promised crushing the
trade unions and curbing their power. Even before being a political trailblazer in
parliament, her enmity with trade unions was inevitable. She commented “I shall
have something more to say when things are entirely clear....” (Apple, 1979). The
election was not only a moment that gave the conservative Party an opportunity to
win over the other parties, but it opened new horizons for Margaret Thatcher to
hold power. It was described as “the most domineering of all post-war Prime
Ministers and the longest-serving ...” (Blamont & Paquette, 2000, p. 84)

1.3.The Establishment of the Conservative Party:

The origins of the Conservative Party dated back to the seventeenth
century 1783-1830 and originated from the older “Tory Party”. The word
“conservative” was suggested by John Wilson Croker (1780-1857) in the 1830’s.
The latter was one of the writers writing articles to be published in the Quarterly
Review. He claims that it was referred to as ‘“conservative” because the party
glorified traditional values and practices. (Moulin, 2006, p. 74). The party was
established in 1832 going in tandem with the 1832 General Election. It was
dissolved in 1834 to restart its political work the same year when it was officially
founded. The first conservative government was formed by Robert Peel (1788-
1850). The program of the party was ingrained in Tamworth Manifesto written by
Robert Peel himself. (Louth)

Tamworth Manifesto refers to the electoral speech delivered by Robert Peel
in 1834. One of the issues addressed in the speech was the establishment of the
Conservative Party and the beginning of its government. The UK Dictionary
defines Tamworth Manifesto as “an election speech by Sir Robert Peel in 1834 in
his Tamworth constituency, in which he accepted the changes instituted by the
Reform Act and expressed his belief in moderate political reform. The manifesto is
widely held to signal the emergence of the Conservative Party from the old loose
grouping of Tory interests” (Tamworth Manifesto)

1.4.Thatcherite Economic Policy and the Seeds of Thatcherism:

The economic management of any country in the world is the way to its
progress or demise. Thatcher’s government was overshadowed by a series of
economic radical reforms. Helen Thompson (1996) points out that the way of
economically managing a country determined whether the good or the bad
governmental performance. (Thompson, 1996, p. 167)
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Margaret Thatcher presided over the Conservative Party and introduced a
number of changes that resulted in economic watershed. Her style of government
and the policies she introduced and the process of maintaining political and
economic sweeping reforms came to be known as Thatcherism. The latter is
defined as “Thatcher’s style of leadership and the policies she promoted and
enforced......This was somewhat loose concept which encompassed her policies of
strengthening the powers of central government, curbing the power of trade unions
and local government and the active advocation of individualism and private
enterprise” (Moulin, 2006, p. 76).

This article, in fact, is not concerned with all the economic strategies
Thatcher promoted and enforced, but it attempts to shed light on Thatcher
animosity towards the trade unions and the appropriate economic remedy she
resorted to for the sake of ceasing their threat to the state. Moreover, the thatcherite
government supported the privatisation of industries and the promotion of
individualism. The state’s thirst for controlling and owning coal industry triggered
the thatcherite attempts to thwart the authority of the miners in the 1984-5 strike.

Climbing the ladder of politics, Margaret Thatcher firstly introduced new
economic policy. She encouraged the independence of the individual from the state
and curbed the governmental intervention in economy. She worked on turning
Britain from a dependent on the state to a self-dependent nation. She glorified the
idea of individualism. She supports the fact that the population were o longer in
need of the state in every step they would do. Individuals should be free to live
their life without the government intervention. She makes it clear “Let me give you
my vision: a man's right to work as he will, to spend what he earns, to own
property, to have the state as servant and not as master: these are the British
inheritance. They are the essence of a free country, and on that freedom all our
other freedoms depend” (Bollick, 1995, p. 533)

Additionally ,she embarked on the process of privatizing state-owned
industries such as coal as an example. Privatization refers to the case when a
government-owned business or property becomes owned by private companies
.The Encyclopaedia Britannica (2018) defines privatization as “the transfer of
government services or assets to the private sector .State-owned assets may be sold
to private owners ,or statutory restrictions on competition between privately and
publicly owned enterprises may be lifted” (Britannica, 2018).

If light is shed on labour and trade unions during pre-Thatcher years as a
Prime Minister, those unions were saddled with great power that paved the way for
them to avoid stark challenges. It was estimated that 55% of workers were
members of labour unions. (Bollick, 1995, p. 530) In this vein, trade unions
exercised an unchallenged power even over politicians. They were involved in
strikes against male MPs in which they were successful. From the start of her
government, she expressed her struggle against trade unions believing that the
management of the country is the onus of parliament and government, but not the
onus of trade unions. Above all, trade unions should be under the authority of
govenment.
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She could also be highly pragmatic behind the scenes, moving
step-by-step when that seemed like the best way of getting what
she wanted: the trade unions, for example, were slowly strangled
by a combination of job-losses and separate pieces of legislation
before she finally finished them off by confronting the miners in
the mid-eighties. (Bale, 2013, p. 10)

It is important to mention that Margaret Thatcher was victorious over the
miners in their strike being launched in 1984. Thus, the strikers before Thatcher’s
administration were powerful to the extent that male Prime Ministers could not
overcome their increased authority. Thatcher’ as a woman, did her best to make
from her gender a key to forestall the threat of the miners.

2. The Female Prime Minister’s Reaction to the Miners’ Strike (1984-1985):

Margaret Thatcher was the first woman in the UK to serve as a Prime Minister
from 1979-1990. Her era of government marked a turning point in the history of
trade unions. Her policy was overshadowed by anti-unionism. By the same token,
her attitudes towards the miners came to mirror the vendetta against the strikers
who wanted to keep exercising an unchallengeable power alongside the
parliamentary power. As a political trailblazer and as a woman, she thrived to
diminish their efforts

2.1.Miners’ Strike: A Key Opening the Gate of Chaos in England:

The Miners Strike was one of the terrible industrial strikes England had ever
witnessed. It was an anarchical era not only in England, but also in Scotland and
Wales in which coal miners went on strike against a governmental decision by
Margaret Thatcher. The strike, in turn, “served as the longest and the most
significant dispute in modern industrial history...” (Towers, 1985) . It dictated that
25 coal pits (Elin, 2015) should be closed. The strikers were under the leadership of
Arthur Scargill (born in 1938) who declared that the strike is a “social and
industrial Battle of Britain” (Cowell, 2014). He founded the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) to protest against the state-owned National Coal Board’s
(NCB) closure of coal mines.

Since the NUM and the NCB were the organizations that represented the
confronting parts namely the strikers and the state, it is of great significance to have
an idea about each one of them. First and foremost, the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) was not firstly established in the twentieth century. It was
firstly established in 1889 being called The Miners Federation of Great Britain
(MFGB). Until 1945, its name was altered to become labeled as National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM). It took place in three male-led strikes against government
1972, 1974 and the last fruitless one 1984.

Moreover, the second institution representing the state against the strikers
was the National Coal Board (NCB). It was not created for granted. Its
establishment was pertinent with strengthening the government’s ownership and
control of the nationalized coal industry. It was formed in 1947 after the
nationalization of Coal industry in 1946. It was pointed out that the onus of NCB
was to “supply coal in such quantities and at such prices as may seem to them best
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calculated to further the public interest in all respects, including the avoidance of
any undue or unreasonable preference or advantage...” (Posner, 1962, p. 43)

Things started to change after the nationalization of coal industry during the
administration of Clement Atlee as a Prime Minister (1945-1951). The process of
transferring coal industry as a state-owned industry took place in 1946 through the
parliamentary enactment of the Coal Industry Nationalization Act (1946). It was
followed by the establishment of National Coal Board (NCB) responsible for
managing coal mining and coal industry.

The strike action did not occur from scratch. There were a number of reasons
that triggered the coal miners to strike against government trying, unsuccessfully,
to prevent the prime Minister from closing coal mines on the one hand. On the
other hand, Margaret Thatcher, represented by NCB, did not resort to closing
several coal mines for granted. It is of great importance to note that the NCB’s
decision to close 20 coal mines meant the loss of 20.000 jobs; that is why the
workers in those coal mines found themselves obliged to express their refusal and
protest against the closure. (Miners Strike 1984-1985) The table mentioned below
shows statistics of jobs’ loss in collieries before, during and even after the strike.
The closure of the coal pits had a catastrophic impact on the workers in coal mines.
Losing their jobs in coal pits will, with no doubt, lead to unemployment.

Table Two: Loss of Coal Jobs, 1981-2004

Coalfield Male Job Loss 1981-2004

Yorkshire 67000
Nottinghamshire 40300
Durham 22800
Derbyshire 13700
Northumberland 10100
S Derbyshire/NW Leicestershire 9600
North Staffordshire 8600
Lancashire 7100
South Staffordshire 5700
North Warwickshire 5500
Kent 3200
England and Wales coalfields 222000

Source: (Beatty, Fothergill, & Powell, 2007, p. 1660)

The Coal Industry Nationalization Act received parliamentary approval and
governmental enactment on Julyl2, 1946 for the sake of granting coal industry to
public ownership. The placement of coal industry under the state’s control went in
tandem with a remarkable halt to the activities of the previous coal companies. This
was a turning point that radically attracted the attention of the female Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher to be ready to act. The governmental nationalization of
coal mines and coal industry was a must that needed to be urgently accomplished
“The Government’s view was that any delay in the take-over of the industry
would only result in prolonging the period of uncertainty” (Saxena, 1955, p. 27)
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In the light of the placement of coal mining and coal industry at the state’s
hands, it was the onus of the government to finance the newly-owned industry. By
1980, the local coal production became unprofitable and coal industry itself had
been referred to as “unprofitable industry” (Producers, Performance Profiles of
Major Energy, 1993). Since the industry required government subsidies, the
government decided to shut coal pits.

Instead of financing unprofitable coal industry, money would be invested to
run other profitable industries such as gas and oil. The government, in this vein,
spent huge funds on coal industry through providing new equipment and new
mining strategies. The remarkable decreased need of coal led the governmental
decision to shut coal mines and rather financing other profitable sectors. Thus, the
decline in the demand for coal was a prelude to a chaotic phase under the umbrella
of the miners’ strike (1984-1985).

Gouifess, P (2009, 14) called Coal “the black gold”. During the nineteenth
and early twentieth century Britain, coal enjoyed multiple functions. It was a
source of heat, energy and lighting. Above all, Britain was the cradle of the
industrial Revolution that tremendously hinging on coal as a raw material. “the
British production of coal jumped from 2.5 million tons (1700) to 10 million tons
(1800), 73 million tons (1850) and 230 million tons at the beginning of the 20th
century.” Through the upcoming years, coal production reached its apogee through
a remarkable increase yearly. (GOUIFFES, 2009, p. 14). George Orwell shared the
same view about the necessity of coal in peoples’ life. He make is clear:

Our civilization, pace Chesterton, is founded on coal, more completely

than one realizes until one stops to think about it. The machines that

keep us alive, and the machines that make machines, are all directly or

indirectly dependent upon coal. In the metabolism of the Western world

the coal-miner is second in importance only to the man who ploughs

the soil. He is a sort of caryatid upon whose shoulders nearly

everything that is not grimy is supported.... (Pettinger, 2016)

All in all, the strike of 1984 was an occasion when male miners emerged as a
united class against government to prevent Thatcher from closing the coal pits. The
female Prime Minister, if compared to previous male Prime Ministers, did not stand
hand-tied. Even before her administration, she started working on surmounting over
the power of trade unions. The strike of 1984 was a golden opportunity for her to
confront the strikers as a governor and as a woman.

2.2.The Female Opponent to the Strike Action: Bringing the Strikers
to their knees:

Margaret Thatcher introduced a plethora of economic reform legislations
focusing on curbing the power of trade unions. She perceived their authority as
“tyranny” (Bollick, 1995, p. 537). What added insult to the injury was that trade
unions did not welcome those economic legislations and those stark governmental
challenges on the one hand. On the other hand, they wanted their authority to
remain untouched.



369 Dirassat Journal (Vol:10/N:02/ December2021)

a. The Origin of the Governmental Hostility to Trade Unions:

The 1984 Strike was the not the first occasions portraying the governmental
negative response to the strikers. The Conservatives’ hostility and opposition to
trade unionism dated back to 1977 through introducing the Ridley Report. As a
political leader, she exercised her power against trade unions. “Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher maintained publicly that she had no choice but to stand up to the
country’s most powerful union, the leaders of which, she argued, were ignoring
economic necessity by trying to maintain a raft of uneconomic, nationalized
industries” (Rawsthorne, 2018, p. 156)

The Ridley Report known as “Ridley Plan” was not the personal creation of
Margaret Thatcher and it was not even introduced during her mandate. It was
drafted in 1977 by Nicholas Ridley under the title of “Financial Report of the
Nationalized Industries Policy Group” (Berry, 2019). Nicholas Ridley, the one who
drafted the report, shared a common issue with Thatcher that was his struggle
against the nationalization of industries. His family’s coal and steel were
nationalized during Clement Attlee period as a Prime Minister. (Berry, 2019).1t
was pointed out that Margaret Thatcher vehemently favoured privatization and she
really did and applied on all the already nationalized industries. By the same token,
she absorbed the ideas of privatization from this written report before being a
Prime Minister. It can be said that she was conscious and aware of the threat of
trade unions before setting foot in parliament as a Prime Minister.

The report was a written document carrying among its folding a detailed
version of the conditions and the strategies how to confront the trade unions on the
one hand. The report is defined by Phil Rawsthorne as “a Conservative think-tank
paper produced in 1977, which appeared to include a detailed blueprint on how to
provoke, and secondly win, a battle against Britain’s powerful miners’ union”
(Rawsthorne, 2018, p. 156).

On the other hand, it elucidated the way how to be victorious against trade
unions. Furthermore, the most pivotal part in the report sheds light on how to
privatize industries.

“It outlines a plan to prepare the ground for privatization by
introducing market measures in the running of nationalized
industries (such as changes of leadership, targets for return on
capital, and new incentives for managers), and fragmenting the
public sector into independent units that could later be sold
off....” (Berry, 2019)

In this vein, Margaret Thatcher got the theoretical principles of undermining
the power of the unions from the 1977 Report and when being a prime minister, it
was a golden opportunity to make practice the kernel of the report. Since she was
acquainted with the way how to crush and face the threat of trade unions, the strike
was an important occasion to practically express her struggle with them
b. Thatcher’s Tactics to Crush the Strikers:

Whenever focusing on someone or a group a people being opponents to
another one or other group of people, it is preferable always to shed light on the



370 Dirassat Journal (Vol:10/N:02/ December2021)

“how” being against, the “why” being against and the “outcome” of being against.
The first female Prime Minister unstable relation with the strikers is one example.
From the early stages of the strike, she expressed her hostility to strikers, branded
its leader and gave the green light for the outbreak of a war against the minors. She
represented herself as a real impediment in the path of strikers on the one hand. She
claimed in her resignation speech “one of her greatest achievement in office had
been defeating the strikers”. (Shaw, 2015). On the other hand, she devoted her
policy to forestall the danger of trade unions that threatened her authority.
Margaret Thatcher worked on avoiding the screeching results of the pre-
1984 strikes during the administration of male prime Ministers. As a woman on
politics, she wanted to alter the governmental reaction to those peace-breakers
through their chaotic riots. She introduced several tactics to make from her
intervention in crushing the strike a fruitful one. Before the closure of coal pits,
Margaret Thatcher thought of providing coal quantities for future use. She resorted
to storing coal supplies for local use before being forcefully stored by the strikers.
It is worth mentioning that the opposition against someone or a group of

people took a number of forms depending on the circumstances and the nature of
the strike. Thatcher mobilized police and heavily relied on the military power to
bitterly crush the strikers:

The government mobilized the police in a highly coordinated

military-style offensive against the miners, designed to isolate the

Nottinghamshire area and break picket lines elsewhere, for

example using mounted police with truncheons to charge down

pickets at Orgreave. They occupied mining villages, arrested

11,312 people and tried 5,653 in the courts for alleged offences

(most of them miners) (Darlington, 2005)

2.3. The “Female” Gender in Politics: A Fruitful Response to Male
Action

The unchallenged female participation in parliamentary politics and the focal
role women MP’s played in parliament mirrored the female ability to legislate, to
decide and why not to change the local affairs of the country. Not only men were
qualified for the political management. Meanwhile, the female perspectives in
politics are very pivotal when it comes to the responsiveness to citizens’ needs. If
this idea is linked with the kernel of this paper, Margaret Thatcher is proved
successful when it comes to her responsiveness to chaos the miners thrived to
spread in England. Being able to crush the male miners means, in one way or
another, the role a woman leader in the Conservative Party had accomplished.
Although women and men did not share a political equality and women were
repeatedly characterized by their underrepresentation in parliament, the presence of
the female minority in politics contributed to endless goals women realized as
political participants. (Didi, 2020)

On the top of that, one of the occupations in which women excel is being a
minister and political participant. According to the psychologist John Holland in
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his book Making Vocational Choices (1992), there are six types of occupations:
realistic, investigative, artistic, social, enterprising and conventional. Being a
minister or Member of Parliament is classified as a social occupation. In a study
conducted by Richard A. Lippa about gender and performance; he found out that
women prefer social work more than men. The study encapsulated 14.000
participants. In this vein, one of the jobs in which women can do better and
fruitfully involved is being a minister. (A.Lippa, 2005, p. 31)

Shedding light on the female successful political intervention to fruitfully
encounter local issues, gender played an integral part in this success through the
crowning accomplishments of Margaret Thatcher crushing the Miners’ Strike of
1984. Mariane Jane Simms (2008) emphasized the role women played in politics.
She depicted the female political leaders as “parliamentary mothers™ in politics as
“a gendered occupation”. Women assuming responsibilities as political leaders will
do the same thing as mothers in the home. Being a woman was never a hurdle for
her political engagement, but a source of strength. In this paper, the researcher
always links the power of that woman in crushing the miners’ strikes already
threatening her male predecessors in politics “hence being a woman, a mother and
a diminutive , even fragile, appearance were turned into political plusses” (Simms,
2008)

As it is previously mentioned, the 1984 strike was not the sole one to take
place against government echoing change or forestalling governmental local
decisions. It was preceded by other strikes when “male” prime ministers were
holding power. But those strikes were not crushed and the strikers were not harshly
treated like what happened when a “female” Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was
holding power. As an example, the strikes of 1972 and 1974 was represented a total
success for strikers against “male” Prime ministers but when Margaret Thatcher in
office, she wanted to take revenge and never grant the strikers an opportunity to
spoil the governmental authority and defeated the conservative government.
(Spence & Stephensen, 2009). Gender played a vital role during this strike. The
latter witnessed the intervention of the two genders men and women. Men strikers
supported by women expressing their hostility against a woman in cabinet. Thus,
the female gender was of great importance in terms of support and reaction.

Margaret Thatcher, though a woman, but appeared as a winner against
millions of male strikers. She described the strikers as being an enemy to be
defeated in one way or another. In her speech in July 1984, she claimed “We
always have to be aware of the enemy within, which is much more difficult to fight
and more dangerous to liberty," (Travis, 2013). She did not solely confront the
strikers and forestall the threat of trade unions to the state, but she introduced
radical changes never introduced before. Additionally, she governed the UK in
ways totally different from the previous leaders.
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“The very fact that Thatcher can be lauded as the woman who
broke the mould tells its own story, confirming that even today it
is thought unlikely that a woman — a mere woman! — can be
politically driven, willing to dispense with the advice of more
moderate colleagues, and capable of leading a society in new and
unanticipated direction” (Phillips, 2013, p. 13)

Being a woman in the corridors of power did not make from her a hesitant
administrator to position herself against men. On the contrary, being a female
strengthened her to be always ready to overcome any kind of threat to local
stability of Britain. Her involvement and her iron will against male strikers in
1984 reflected the idea that even a woman can contribute to the debacle of a plan
solely set up by men. Her brave reaction against the strikers mirrored her strong
personality and her ceaseless will to be a powerful leader in any kind of war being
involved in. Her bitter reaction during a bitter one year of confrontations with
male strikers expounds the fact that it is not a matter of being a male or female
and it is not a matter of the nature of someone’s gender, but the real matter is the
role that gender plays. Golder (2019) provided a detailed description of Thatcher
as a qualified woman for political participation in a sphere used to be reserved for
men only. He wrote:

Margaret Thatcher’s portrayal as a strong personality who was,
even if excessively, determined to follow her own track puts
forward an image of political will and power. As power is
generally seen as a political asset, it seems that the caricature
elaborated by Spitting Image came to reinforce Margaret
Thatcher’s legitimacy and reputation (Golder, 2019)

Ostracizing the male-led strike, although supported by women, was one of
Thatcher’s glass ceiling-shattering accomplishments. Although she did her best to
achieve her task as “a Prime Minister” not as “a woman Prime Minister”, the
female gender presence in the already male-led political sphere (parliament) proved
as a fruitful one and one of the crowning achievements of the female fabrication of
political decisions. “Thatcher made an indelible mark on how women candidates
are measured....... She was a very successful politician and politicians are
manipulators” (Metzler, 2013). She exhibited her ability as a woman to manipulate
the chaotic era England had witnessed and dominate the male strikers’ rising
hostilities.

The male strikers, led by Arthur Scargill, endeavoured to bitterly oppose the
female decision of closing coal mines and ousting a great number of workers but in
vain due to the unchallengeable intervention of the first woman prime Minister.
“Mrs. Thatcher was confident when the strike began that she could outlast Mr.
Scargill” (Jr., 1984). It was pointed out that the reason that triggered the
governmental reaction against the strike was mainly political not economic.
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Thatcher in power, worked on making it impossible for the previous flaws to
re-happen. If the government keep welcoming and quenching the strikers’ thirst for
fulfilling their demands, this means curbing the power and the political authority.
Edward Heath (1979-1974), one of the Prime Ministers who served as leaders of
the Conservative party, although a man, but he failed to defeat the strikers twice in
1972 and 1974.

Conclusion:

In a nutshell, the strike of 1984-1985 against Margaret Thatcher was an
occasion that portrayed several realities about the role played by the female gender
in politics. In this vein, Margaret Thatcher contributed to the debacle of the 1984-
1985 strike through her female touch and her principles as a woman and as a Prime
Minister. Gender, in this case, demarcated the political responsibilities and is
considered as defining factor in political equality between both genders although
never been realized.

To wrap it up, the female success in crushing the male strikers, thwarting
the danger of trade unions does not mirror the ability of Margaret Thatcher as a
political leader but , undeniably, as a female successful political trailblazer. This
was guaranteed through the defeat of the Conservative party by strikers in the Pre-
Thatcher’s era. The party was led by a man but easily defeated. Margaret Thatcher,
although a woman, proved herself as a successful fighter against the male strikers.
In this case, the role of women in politics remains always a debatable topic due to
the myriad of contradicting views that women were, are and never be qualified to
run political mission. The female gender coexistence with the male gender in
politics is not a hurdle to be omitted, but according to this research that
encapsulated among its folding realties about the unchallengeable role Margaret
Thatcher played in politics, women have to be welcomed in politics and
encouraged to climb the ladder of the process of decision-making.
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