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Abstract

Algeria was deemed an agony for its paradoxical sociolinguistic situation and eventful history
related to French colonisation. Language conflict and identity crack between the past
subordination to French and present inevitability to Arabic as a sign of national identity might
make Algeria floundering in language policy issues as the various reforms implemented
throughout history. One of the reforms was the implementation of English at some pilot
primary schools in the nineties in which the latter was abolished and no specific reasons were
declared for its elimination. Therefore, the present study aims at investigating the main
reasons behind the elimination of the nineties English language policy and probing whether
the experience affected the general English language level of those who chose to learn it
instead of French at primary school in that period. The current study also explores the attitudes
of internal stakeholders towards introducing English at the primary school level and identifies
some pedagogical considerations that should be counted for successful future implementation.
The research is based on mixed methods, including qualitative and quantitative approaches
and uses both inductive and deductive reasoning to answer the research questions. Both
random and purposive sampling procedures were applied on a total of 936 participants as
internal stakeholders, embodying headmasters, teachers, pupils and students in different
phases of education. The research was conducted in four wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna
and Bouira) representing four cardinal points of Algeria. The research design encompassed
multifarious instruments as documents analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus group and
an f-test. The results revealed that the nineties English language policy was abolished due to
some political and pedagogical reasons. There was no significant difference in the general
English language level between those who learnt English at primary school and those who
chose French instead. It was also proved that internal stakeholders hold positive attitudes
towards introducing English at the primary school phase. The research provides some
proposed recommendations for the betterment of future English language policy and may

contribute to the enrichment of literature on the nineties experience.
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Summary of the thesis

The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt at
primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total fiasco
due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved that some

political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) in
four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing English at
primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of education (viz.,
primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis represents a
combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the nineties and
present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed

recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In this
way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early learning of
foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of including
technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the study which
alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and importance of
the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties English language
policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was
taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed in literature. The thesis

also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and four
ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and pedagogical

implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts introduced in the



thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding and stakeholder
relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language policy and planning
and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to contextualisation as it centred on
Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other historical and linguistic aspects. The latter
also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages

along with a consideration of the past and present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised a
description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of English
language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various internal
stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus group

discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as primary
school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of education.
The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the multifarious
research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical considerations that
helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of
recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation
to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy
in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research
hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of
936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them
were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive
sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the wuse of document analysis,

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research



methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software analysis were
performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as SPSS, Dedoose
and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial publications of the nineties

through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led to
the failure of the nineties” English language policy in primary education. However, the political
reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No
significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of
the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties
and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups
were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who
learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving
the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle
school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at
primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English
language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those
who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal
stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school
level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the
internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in
education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation
can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language
policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies,
former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school
inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an
early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books
and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with
respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different

phases of education.
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inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an
early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books
and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with
respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different
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Summary of the thesis

The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt at
primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total fiasco
due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved that some
political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) in
four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing English at
primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of education (viz.,
primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis represents a
combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the nineties and
present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed
recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In this
way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early learning of
foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of including
technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the study which
alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and importance of
the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties English language
policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was
taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed in literature. The thesis
also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and four
ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and pedagogical

implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts introduced in the



thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding and stakeholder
relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language policy and planning
and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to contextualisation as it centred on
Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other historical and linguistic aspects. The latter
also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages

along with a consideration of the past and present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised a
description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of English
language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various internal
stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus group

discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as primary
school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of education.
The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the multifarious
research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical considerations that
helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of
recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation
to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy
in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research
hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of
936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them
were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive
sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis,

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research
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through an archival study.
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school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at
primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English
language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those
who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal
stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school
level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the
internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in
education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation
can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language
policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies,
former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school
inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an
early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books
and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with
respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different
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reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No
significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of
the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties
and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups
were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who
learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving
the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle
school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at
primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English
language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those
who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal
stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school
level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the
internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in
education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation
can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language
policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies,
former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school
inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an
early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books
and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with
respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different

phases of education.



Summary of the thesis

The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and
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pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote

the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where



a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school.

Positive attitudes were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in
the study towards introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis,
some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a
successful future English language policy as the use of technology in education, and more
importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in
the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria.
In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent
ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other
educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A
thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books and
workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with
respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in

different phases of education.



Summary of the thesis

The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and
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pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote

the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where



a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school.

Positive attitudes were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in
the study towards introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis,
some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a
successful future English language policy as the use of technology in education, and more
importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in
the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria.
In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent
ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other
educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A
thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books and
workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with
respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in

different phases of education.



Summary of the thesis

The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and
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pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote

the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where



a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis



The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely

14



chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely

23



chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis

54



The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.

Summary of the thesis
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The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language
policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was
pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then
abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school
teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to
scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt
at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total
fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved
that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy

elimination.

The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching
English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign
language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of
different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students)
in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing
English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of
education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis
represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the
nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.

The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and
represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In
this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early
learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of
including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the
study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and
importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties
English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and
the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.

The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and
four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding
and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language
policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to
contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other
historical and linguistic aspects. The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of
Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and

present English language policy.

The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised
a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the
hypotheses. The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties
English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications
along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of
English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various
internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus

group discussions.

The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal
stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as
primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of
education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the
multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical
considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the
research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also
provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote
the use and status of English in Algeria.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the
methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English
language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in
relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an
exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language
policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the
research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the
thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document
analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed
research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software
analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as
SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial

publications of the nineties through an archival study.

Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led
to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the
political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future
research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English
language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary
school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the
fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is,
the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of
exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher
level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content
that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which
induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between
those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes
were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards
introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical
issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English
language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the
primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative
and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes
of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy
makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can
also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be
performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school.
Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English
language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education.
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Résumé
L'Algérie a été temoin d'un bouleversement total de la politique linguistique, I'anglais
ayant été mis en ceuvre au niveau des écoles primaires pilote dans les années quatre-vingt-dix.
Néanmoins, la politique de la langue anglaise a été supprimée pour des raisons irrationnelles
qui étaient couvertes par le manque d'enseignants chargés de I'enseignement de l'anglais dans
I'enseignement primaire. Ce dernier semble étre un stratagéme pour la préservation de la
langue francaise et son statut aigu en Algérie. La présente étude examine les raisons
principales de I’abolition de la politique de la langue anglaise mise en ceuvre a 1’école
primaire. L’étude a été réalisée auprés d’un échantillon de 936 participants représentant les
principales parties prenantes internes ainsi que les personnes certifiant I’expérience acquise
dans les années 90. Il explore également les attitudes de ces parties prenantes internes vis-a-vis
de l'introduction de Il'anglais a I'école primaire en Algeérie. Ainsi, la présente recherche
comprend deux mini-études menées pour vérifier les hypothéses, notamment I'utilisation de
cing principaux outils de collecte de données et de divers logiciels pour I'analyse de données.
La présente étude contribuerait a enrichir la littérature existante sur I'expérience des années 90
et peut contribuer a I’avancement de la future politique de la langue anglaise.
Mots clés : Algérie ; années nonante ; attitudes ; écoles primaires pilotes ; parties prenantes
internes ; politique de la langue anglaise.

Summary

Algeria witnessed a total shake-up in language policy as English was implemented at the
level of some pilot primary schools in the nineties. Notwithstanding, the English language
policy was eliminated due to irrational reasons that were covered under the paucity of the
teachers who were assigned teaching English in primary education. The latter appeared to be a
stratagem for the preservation of the French language and its acute status in Algeria.
Accordingly, the present study investigates the main reasons behind the abolition of the
nineties’ English language policy implemented at primary school. The study involved a
sample of 936 participants who represented key internal stakeholders along with those who
witnessed the nineties experience. It also explores the attitudes of these internal stakeholders
towards introducing English at primary school in Algeria. The present research encompasses
two mini studies conducted to verify the hypotheses, including the use of five main data
collection tools and diverse software programmes for data analysis. The present study would
contribute to the enrichment of existing literature on the nineties experience and may help
furtherance of future English language policy.

Key words: Algeria; attitudes; English language policy; internal stakeholders; nineties; pilot
primary schools.
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Abstract
Along with the internationalisation of English, many parents demanded teaching English at

education in Algeria. The latter is commonly known as the second largest Francophone cout

set as the first foreign language in education and given priority over the international lang
a second foreign language. English has no clear status and is not given importance as Fren

of Algeria towards exposing their children to English at the primary school level in the futu
specifying the reason why these parents want to expose their children to English at an early
quantitative data were obtained through the use of questionnaires administered to 275

revealed that positive attitudes were expressed by the parents from different areas of Alger

their children to English as the language fosters their education and career and keep them
developments. The current study represents an impetus for promoting English in Algeria
attention and importance to it.

Keywords: Algeria, children, English, internationalisation, parents, primary education.
1. Introduction

Algeria is commonly known as the second Francophone country after France. Algerians do it
loan words and expressions in their daily life conversations which might be the result of sorf

in relation to the past colonial era (French colonisation). Algeria set French as a main langu
language, Arabic, and afforded it the status of a first foreign language across the country gi

and importance in education and other arenas over English though the latter acquired an inte
cross-cultural use. Exposure to English is very limited compared to French where Algeria
home or outdoor, and the former is bounded by an academic use at school and university o]
witnessed some recent growing interest since Algerians use social media and become more o

they are exposed to different technological gadgets that make use of English.
1.1 Status of English in Algeria

English has no clear status in the official Constitution of Algeria. It is set as the secon

institutionally, while French is the first foreign language due to historical and sociolinguistic
Graves (2014) emphasise that there is a limited and rare exposure to English in Algeria. §

important language in Algeria and giving a higher status than French implies inducing a com|
pt to reduce the status of French which was planted
ng English as a second language im
claims that a competition between Englisf
0

two languages and represents an attem
colonisation. In this issue, Berger (2002) asserts that setti
status of French in Algeria. While Benrabah (2013)
place in Algeria in different planning forms as status,
was alluded to by many researchers as its constant us
Street (1873) illustrate that French is used in arenas a
wide level in Algeria. Similarly, Nashashibi et al. (1998) assert that the use of Arabic
promoted bilingualism in Algeria; however, it is noticed that business practices are still
though English is increasingly used as well,

>

corpus and acquisition. The popularity
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and political level. The present study aims at identifying the attitudes of parents in South, Y

h at the institutional
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pge. Qualitative and
parents. The results
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and directing more
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The past effects of colonisation and enduring retention of their language (French) made A
country where the daily conversations of its citizens encompass some French expressions m
language labelled Algerian Arabic. However, English is receiving a kind of prestige an|
language in Algeria (Baker & Jones, 1998). Due to the technological advances and effec|
networking, a considerable status is received by English in Algeria. Tucker and Corson (19
that an instrumental value is gained by English. This language is taught as a second f]
dominated various sectors as computing, scientific references, technological fields and oil
Baldauf, 2007).

Stone (1997) affirms that understanding contemporary Algeria should be linked to the
Algeria and France. Despite the efforts made by the Algerian government, the majority of

speak any other foreign language other than French. The French left Algeria after 132 y

inculcating their language, French, in the minds of Algerians, In addition to this, many
manifestations are still noticed in different areas in Algeria, especially those presented in a

geria a Francophone
ixed with their native
d is set as a foreign
of social media and
97) allude to the fact
preign language and
industry (Kaplan &

elationship between
the Algerians do not
ears of colonisation
cultural and artistic
rchitectural elements

and prestigious manners along with the inclusion of some French in Algerians’ talk, The latter was claimed by
Strazny (2005) who noticed that Algerians borrow many words and expressions from French, These are modified
according to the Arabic pronunciation and grammatical patterns of Arabic as in the example of nvoti (means ‘1
vote’ in English) which is basically borrowed from the French word voler (to vote). The profound effect of the
French colonisers made French of a great importance in Algeria that lasted for long though Arabic is the official
national language in Algeria. In this way, English was given a lower status than French,

1.2 Teaching English in Algeria

The status of French was threatened as English was taught in the nineties in a choice with French at Grade 4 at
some pilot Algerian primary schools. The latter did not last for long as it was eliminated declaring its failure after
considerable years of implementation. Majumdar and Saad (2005) claim that the decision of implementation
came in parallel with the Arabisation process in Algeria. However, English is now set as the second foreign
language after French in Algeria and is taught at middle school and on, which makes it a total of 7 years (4 years
at middle school and 3 years at secondary school). Seven years of learning English should be received by all
Algerian students. A boost use of English is observed as it is required for job market (Oxford Business Group,
2010). Notwithstanding, English is restricted to only formal contexts as schools, whilst it is jnot used outdoor or
included in the daily life of Algerians as in their conversations. This language is taught using the
Competency-based Approach which relates a variety of learning activities to the daily life ¢ontext, making it a
learner-based approach with some guidance from the teacher. The approach was officially applied in Algerian
education under the program of Early Language Teaching in 2003 as an educational reform wWith a new textbook
design that promotes multicultural aspects (Lachkar, 2012).

Different language skills are taught in the Algerian curriculum of English at middle and sec
basics of the language are learnt at middle school moving gradually to further aspects as lexis, phonology and
grammar till secondary school. Messekher asserts that teachers rely on textbooks to teach English and its cultural
aspects (as cited in Garton & Graves, 2014). The limited exposure to English induced some educational
problems as students are not well acquainted with the language and encounter problems, such as understanding
materials written in English when proceeding to higher studies or travelling abroad. Compared to French,
English is given a lower value in educational contexts due to the sociolinguistic as well as linguistic reasons that
promote the use of French in education, administration and many other fields. Though Arabi¢ is the language of
instruction for all subjects at the level of primary, middle and secondary schools, French is {ised to teach some
subjects in tertiary education (university) and scientific terms are introduced in French r. ther than English.
However, higher studies are followed up using the English language as for the Doctorate ofes, The latter was
emphasised by Ager (2001) who alludes that English is referred to in certain scientific subjects at the level of
Algerian higher education as the language represents a useful tool for conducting studies cross-culturally,
However, this language is not officially dominant in different Algerian contexts. The latter thight be due to the
reason that setting English as a second foreign language was seen as an attempt to reduce the status of French in
Algeria (Khanna, 2008).

1.3 Parents Demands for Teaching English at Primary School

ondary school. The

Many demands for setting English as a first foreign language in Algeria were raised as around
asserted its implementation compared to 255 who opposed it on the basis of a public vote dec
website of CNN Arabic. The claims alluded to the necessity of English and elimination of F
first foreign language in Algerian education. They also centered on making some educatio

6 thousand people
lared by the online
rench which is the
nal reforms where
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French should be replaced by English and given more importance by virtue of its statu:
language (Ninety Five Percent Demand, 201 6).

The national organisation of the pupils’ parents launched a campaign for replacing French b
English as the first foreign language in Algeria. The campaign was posted on Facebook an
signatures of parents across Algeria to realise these demands. The signatures were colle,
Ministry of National Education under the title of * am the parent of primary school pupil;
government teaching English to my children instead of French as the latter is no longer the
trade or tourism’. Although more than 1000 signatures were collected, the Ministry of
provided no response asserting indirectly that these demands would not be realised (Daoudi,

The generalisation of English and its setting as a first foreign language were the basic dent
the parents. Their argument was based on the fact that English is the language of science ar

the international language. The idea was first limited to parents but then expanded to encom|
figures in Algeria, such as BEN BITTOUR Ahmed, BELKHADEM Abdelaziz, GHERM
MSITFA Bachir. Along with it, some figures enrolled in cultural and a.
of English and elimination of French (Ismael, 201 6). “There have been other calls that Englis
as a more widely used international language of science” (Algeria’s Identity, 2016, p.1),
technological developments and growing use of social media websites, an awareness of
English increased in the midst of the Algerian society. English becomes a priority and necessf
and an interest in its learning is receiving a turnout by Algerians of different age categories.
2. Method

2.1 Research Questions

The present study is grounded on the following research questions:

a.
b.

2.2 Research Hypotheses

What are the Algerian parents’ attitudes towards exposing their children to English in pr
Why do the Algerian parents want their children learn English at an early age?

It is stipulated that:

a.  Positive attitudes are held by the Algerian parents towards exposing their children to
education,

b.  The Algerian parents want their children learn English at an early age as it can foster
keep them abreast of the world changes.

2.3 Participants

The current study involved 275 parents from different areas in Algeria (viz., South, West, Eas
participants were selected from one province at the level of each cardinal point in Algeria. T}
gender category referred to tl

are literate and the bread winner of their families. The dominant
(N = 114) compared to the female ones (N
ranging between 35 to 40. These participants

= 131). The majority of the parents belonged

2.4 Research Instruments

were selected randomly from different areas in A

5 as an international

v English and setting
d aimed at collecting
cted and sent to the
. I demand from the
Vanguage of science,
National Education
2015).

lands maintained by
d technology and is
pass former political
OUL Abdelaziz and

rtistic fields also emphasised the necessity

h should be adopted
Due to the rise of
the importance of
ty in different fields

mary education?

English in primary

their education and

t and North). These
1e majority of them
e male participants
to the age average
Igeria.

ents to choose the

Questionnaires were administered in two languages (Arabic and French) allowing the par,

language they can easily use. An Arabic version of the questionnaire was designed for Aral

Arabic is the native language of Algeria, while a French one was written since some

Francophones and would not be able to write in Arabic well. The questionnaire included a v
open-ended questions, as well as questions based on the Likert scale. The aim of the qu

identify the Algerian parents’ attitudes from different areas towards exposing their children to
age and specify the reasons behind their claim for teaching English in primary education.

3. Analysis

Validity of the questionnaire was ensured as they were piloted prior to the main investigation
(around 20% of the total number of the parents) of similar targeted participants. The latter wal

the questionnaires were revised by subject-matter experts. Comprehensibility and clarity of

pretested and face validity was checked prior to administration, The questionnaires were self-a
basis of a consent letter signed by each participant to conduct the study. Statistical and tex|
applied on the questionnaires where a commonly known software program (SPSS) was use
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parents might be
ariety of close and
estionnaire was to
English at an early

on a smaller scale

also increased as
he questions were
dministered on the
tual analysis were
d to analyse data.
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Consistency which is a critical element of reliability of the research tool was tested through
the questionnaires on a larger scale of participants in different areas in Algeria (South, W
Questions intended to measure attitudes through famous scales, as Likert, were posed
which also helps promoting reliability.

Table 1. Parents’ attitudes towards exposing their children to English

the administration of
est, East and North).
n the questionnaires

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagi

110 123 14 18 8

il

Note. Data presented above show the degree of agreement and disagreement of the parents s
primary education.

As listed in Table 1, the highest frequencies were attributed to the parents who strongly ag

respect to exposing their children to English at an early age along with those who ag

ing ]

eir to English in

reed (N = 110) with
reed (N = 123) and

supported the same view. Only 14 parents expressed a neutral standpoint as they neither
about it. Minorites declared their disagreement including 18 parents who disagreed and 8 wi
in relation to early exposure to English in primary education. This makes the majority of th
early exposure to English by their children at primary school. The latter might be due to th
and global status of English which becomes a necessity and priority in different fields. P:

children learn English as the latter represents the language of cross-cultural communi
educational and professional development.

greed nor disagreed
o strongly disagreed
parents support the
internationalisation
ents may want their
tion and a tool of

40

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
agree (Neither disagree
agree nor
disagree)

Figure 1. Degree of agreement and disagreement representing the parents’ attity

Note. The bar graph depicts the p
English in primary education.

for

g and disagr p

As delineated in Figurel, the highest percentage (45.05%) represented the parents wh
agreement towards exposing their children to English at the primary school level. A close pe
also maintained the same view by expressing their strong agreement. Compared to these per
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rcentage (40.29%)
centages, very low
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percentages were recorded for the parents who disagreed (6.59%) and strongly disagree;
exposure to English. The majority of the parents emphasised the need for English to be lear|
primary school as it is the language of science and technolo,
studies.

Table 2. Degree of approval/disapproval on the role of English in fostering education

Yes
103

Undecided

7

Definitely yes
157

No
3

Detintely no
3

Note. Statistics shown above represent the degree of approval and disapproval expressed by the parents towards thy

children’s education.

The highest frequency (N = 157) was calculated for the parents who asserted that expos|
ditional high frequency (N =
pposed and denied the role of English in fostd

English at an early age would foster their education. An ad,
emphasised the same idea. Those who o
education by choosing ‘No’” (N = 3) or
mentioned frequencies. The majority
language can foster their children’s edu
fields and becomes a requirement for j
mastering English, for that, the maj
education for future career developi

‘Definitely no’ (N = 3) represented minorities compa

cational level as it is the international language tha

ment.

Table 3. Degree of agreement/disagreement with English and keeping up to date

Strongly agree Agree Neutral
138 119 9
Note. The table lists the frequencies for the degree of agreement and disagre
their children up to date and abreast of the world changes.

Disagree Strongly disag
4 3
ement expressed by the parents on the

A maximal frequency (N = 138) involved the parents who strongly agreed that early expo!

gy that is required in many fie

of the parents support teaching English at an eai

ob and educational career. Proceeding to further stul
ority of the parents may assert the importance of Englis]

d (2.93%) with early
nt by their children at
Ids, especially higher

¢ need of English to foster

ing their children to
103) of the parents
ring their children’s
ed to the beforehand
tly age because the
is required in many
dies abroad requires
h for their children’s

1

Iy

rple of English in keeping

e to English would

S
help their children know what is happening around the world and keep them abreit of the different

developments. The stand

their children up to date. English is the international language which is used for cross cul

and mastering such a language would keep people abreast of the world issues and developmey

Table 4. Final comments, feedback and suggestions provided by the parents

point was also supported by 119 parents, whilst an opposing view (1
3 Strongly disagree) was expressed by the parents who claimed that English would not co

N = 4 Disagree; N =
ntribute to keeping
tural communication
nts.

Planning and materials English instead of French

Teaching English at primary  Sefting FEnglish as a
in Algeria school and reducing the program _ second | g
37 84 100 17

Note. The table lists the frequencies for the different comments and s
necessity to be taught at an early age to their children.

Out of the total frequencies, the highest number of the parents (N = 100) emphasised that
hool program as many sul
ng and lack of apprehen
for future policy designers {
carefully and materials sh
Id be eliminated and replace|

taught at primary school with a condition of reducing the primary scl
little children which induced a stressful environment for learni
implementation of the language, parents (N = 37) recommended
primary school including that of English should be planned

technology use. Out of them, 84 parents asserted that French shou
latter is the language of global communication, science and te
language after the first national language (Arabic) in Algeria (N
English is strongly desired by the majority of the parents in
crowded program which tired their children and affected their le

chnology. English should

arning outcomes,
4. Discussion and Results
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uggestions provided by the parents on the usefi

=17). It can be alluded to th
different areas of Algeria wi

ilness of English and its

English should be
bjects are taught to
1sion. Prior to the
hat the program of
ould be based on
d by English as the
be set as a second
e fact that teaching
10 complained the




ijel.cesenet.or, International Journal of English Linguistics
4

Vol. 9, No. 4; 2019

The results revealed that a high majority of the Algerian parents support early exposurg
children and promote its learning at the primary school level as they expressed their strong
These parents believe that exposing their children to English would promote their educati

them abreast of the world events and developments as English is the international lang

cultural communication and scientific exchanges. Their strong approval alludes to the fac
wary of the importance that English is gaining, especially for their children’s educational an
Replacing French by English and setting the latter as the second language after the nationa

2 to English by their
r1greement towards it
pnal career and keep
ruage used for cross
t that the parents are
d professional career.
language in Algeria

are strongly desired by a high number of the parents. Considering the primary school pi

emphasised as many subjects are taught to primary school pupils. Henceforth, some subjects|

be taught at later stages of education as middle or secondary ones. The early learning o
school in Algeria is promoted by a high majority of the parents as the language intruded
becomes a priority in different fields as communication, trade, tourism and education.

5. Conclusion

ogram was strongly
can be eliminated to
f English at primary
arious domains and

The present study aimed at identifying the attitudes of Algerian parents towards exposing their children to

English and specifying the reasons behind their stand;
by the parents in 2015/2016 to teach their children En,
foreign language instead of French in Al
it becomes required for the country’s development in different arenas as education. An urge
expressed by parents as they represent one of the main stakeholders in educational co
government and ministerial bodies as the Ministry of National Education should think ab:
school pupils to English at an early age, and educational curricula in Algeria should be direc
more attention and importance to English.
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