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Abstract  

Algeria was deemed an agony for its paradoxical sociolinguistic situation and eventful history 

related to French colonisation. Language conflict and identity crack between the past  

subordination to French and  present inevitability to Arabic as a sign of national identity might 

make Algeria floundering in language policy issues as the various reforms implemented 

throughout history. One of the reforms was the implementation of English at some pilot 

primary schools in the nineties in which the latter was abolished and no specific reasons were 

declared for its elimination. Therefore, the present study aims at investigating the main 

reasons behind the elimination of the nineties English language policy and probing whether 

the experience affected the general English language level of those who chose to learn it 

instead of French at primary school in that period. The current study also explores the attitudes 

of internal stakeholders towards introducing English at the primary school level and identifies 

some pedagogical considerations that should be counted for successful future implementation. 

The research is based on mixed methods, including qualitative and quantitative approaches 

and uses both inductive and deductive reasoning to answer the research questions.  Both 

random and purposive sampling procedures were applied on a total of 936 participants as 

internal stakeholders, embodying headmasters, teachers, pupils and students in different 

phases of education. The research was conducted in four wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna 

and Bouira) representing four cardinal points of Algeria. The research design encompassed 

multifarious instruments as documents analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus group and 

an f-test. The results revealed that the nineties English language policy was abolished due to 

some political and pedagogical reasons. There was no significant difference in the general 

English language level between those who learnt English at primary school and those who 

chose French instead.  It was also proved that internal stakeholders hold positive attitudes 

towards introducing English at the primary school phase. The research provides some 

proposed recommendations for the betterment of future English language policy and may 

contribute to the enrichment of literature on the nineties experience. 



 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                         



 
 

 
 

Summary of the thesis 

          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt at 

primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total fiasco 

due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved that some 

political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) in 

four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing English at 

primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of education (viz., 

primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis represents a 

combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the nineties and 

present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed 

recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In this 

way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early learning of 

foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of including 

technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the study which 

alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and importance of 

the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties English language 

policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was 

taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed in literature. The thesis 

also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and four 

ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and pedagogical 

implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts introduced in the 



 
 

 
 

thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding and stakeholder 

relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language policy and planning 

and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to contextualisation as it centred on 

Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter 

also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages 

along with a consideration of the past and present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised a 

description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of English 

language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various internal 

stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus group 

discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as primary 

school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of education. 

The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the multifarious 

research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical considerations that 

helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of 

recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may 

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation 

to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy 

in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research 

hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of 

936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them 

were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive 

sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis, 

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research 



 
 

 
 

methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software analysis were 

performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as SPSS, Dedoose 

and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial publications of the nineties 

through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led to 

the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the political 

reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No 

significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of 

the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties 

and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups 

were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who 

learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving 

the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle 

school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at 

primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English 

language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those 

who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal 

stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school 

level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the 

internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in 

education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation 

can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language 

policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, 

former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school 

inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an 

early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books 

and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different 

phases of education. 
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were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive 

sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis, 

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research 



 
 

 
 

methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software analysis were 

performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as SPSS, Dedoose 

and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial publications of the nineties 

through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led to 

the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the political 

reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No 

significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of 

the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties 

and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups 

were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who 

learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving 

the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle 

school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at 

primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English 

language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those 

who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal 

stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school 

level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the 

internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in 

education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation 

can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language 

policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, 

former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school 

inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an 

early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books 

and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different 

phases of education. 



 
 

 
 

Summary of the thesis 

          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt at 

primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total fiasco 

due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved that some 

political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) in 

four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing English at 

primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of education (viz., 

primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis represents a 

combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the nineties and 

present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed 

recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In this 

way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early learning of 

foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of including 

technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the study which 

alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and importance of 

the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties English language 

policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was 

taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed in literature. The thesis 

also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and four 

ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and pedagogical 

implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts introduced in the 
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relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language policy and planning 
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helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of 

recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may 

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation 

to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy 

in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research 

hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of 

936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them 

were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive 

sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis, 

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research 
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along with a consideration of the past and present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised a 
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English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 
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stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus group 

discussions.  
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helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of 

recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may 

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.  
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methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation 

to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy 

in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research 

hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of 

936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them 

were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive 

sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis, 
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methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software analysis were 

performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as SPSS, Dedoose 

and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial publications of the nineties 

through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led to 

the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the political 

reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No 

significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of 

the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties 

and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups 

were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who 

learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving 

the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle 

school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at 

primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English 

language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those 

who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal 

stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school 

level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the 

internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in 

education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation 

can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language 

policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, 

former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school 

inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an 

early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books 

and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different 
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English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 
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four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing English at 

primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of education (viz., 

primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis represents a 

combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the nineties and 

present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed 

recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In this 

way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early learning of 

foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of including 

technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the study which 

alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and importance of 

the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties English language 

policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was 

taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed in literature. The thesis 

also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and four 

ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and pedagogical 

implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts introduced in the 



 
 

 
 

thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding and stakeholder 

relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language policy and planning 

and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to contextualisation as it centred on 

Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter 

also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages 

along with a consideration of the past and present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised a 

description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of English 

language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various internal 

stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus group 

discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as primary 

school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of education. 

The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the multifarious 

research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical considerations that 

helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of 

recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may 

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation 

to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy 

in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research 

hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of 

936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them 

were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive 

sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis, 

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research 



 
 

 
 

methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software analysis were 

performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as SPSS, Dedoose 

and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial publications of the nineties 

through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led to 

the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the political 

reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No 

significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of 

the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties 

and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups 

were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who 

learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving 

the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle 

school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at 

primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English 

language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those 

who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal 

stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school 

level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the 

internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in 

education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation 

can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language 

policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, 

former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school 

inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an 

early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books 

and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different 

phases of education. 
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language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 
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present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed 
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policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was 
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combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the nineties and 

present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the proposed 

recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In this 

way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early learning of 

foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of including 

technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the study which 

alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and importance of 

the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties English language 

policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and the way English was 

taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed in literature. The thesis 

also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and four 

ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and pedagogical 

implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts introduced in the 



 
 

 
 

thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding and stakeholder 

relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language policy and planning 

and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to contextualisation as it centred on 

Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter 

also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages 

along with a consideration of the past and present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised a 

description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of English 

language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various internal 

stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus group 

discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as primary 

school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of education. 

The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the multifarious 

research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical considerations that 

helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the research restrictions. A set of 

recommendations and pedagogical implications were also provided within the chapter which may 

improve future English language policy and promote the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in relation 

to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language policy 

in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the research 

hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the thesis, a sum of 

936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where a bulk of them 

were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely chosen (purposive 

sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document analysis, 

questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed research 



 
 

 
 

methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software analysis were 

performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as SPSS, Dedoose 

and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial publications of the nineties 

through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led to 

the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the political 

reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future research. No 

significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English language level of 

the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary school in the nineties 

and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the fact that these groups 

were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, the participants who 

learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of exposure to English, receiving 

the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher level in the language at middle 

school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content that they had already learnt at 

primary school when they moved to middle school which induced a backup in the English 

language level and led to an almost balanced level between those who learnt English and those 

who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes were held by the different internal 

stakeholders who participated in the study towards introducing English at the primary school 

level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the 

internal stakeholders for a successful future English language policy as the use of technology in 

education, and more importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation 

can be conducted in the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language 

policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, 

former or recent ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school 

inspectorate and other educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an 

early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books 

and workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different 

phases of education. 
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Summary of the thesis 

          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 
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pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 

introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 
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a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 

chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school.  

            Positive attitudes were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in 

the study towards introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, 

some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a 

successful future English language policy as the use of technology in education, and more 

importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in 

the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. 

In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent 

ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other 

educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A 

thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books and 

workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in 

different phases of education. 



 
 

4 
 

Summary of the thesis 

          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 
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pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 

introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 
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a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 

chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school.  

            Positive attitudes were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in 

the study towards introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, 

some pedagogical issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a 

successful future English language policy as the use of technology in education, and more 

importantly abating the primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in 

the form of comparative and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. 

In addition, the attitudes of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent 

ministers, language policy makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other 

educational members) can also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A 

thorough textbook analysis can be performed on the nineties English language books and 

workbooks of primary school. Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with 

respect to the nineties English language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in 

different phases of education. 
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Summary of the thesis 

          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 
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pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 

introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 
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a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 

chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 



 
 

30 
 

chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 



 
 

39 
 

chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 



 
 

40 
 

          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 

Summary of the thesis 
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          The present thesis addressed one of the preeminent alterations in the English language 

policy that was implemented in the nineties in Algerian primary education. The policy was 

pertinent to some pilot primary schools across Algeria and lasted for about 10 years and then 

abolished due to some reasons that seemed to be beyond the truth. Former primary school 

teachers of English who witnessed the nineties experience were involved in the study to 

scrutinise the reasons for the policy abrogation and identify how English was taught and learnt 

at primary school in the nineties’ era. Though the policy was declared in literature as total 

fiasco due to the paucity of the primary school teachers of English, the investigation proved 

that some political and pedagogical reasons were the main inducements of the policy 

elimination.  

         The theme of the thesis was promoted by the rise of the parents’ demands for teaching 

English to their children at primary school and their protests to make it as the first foreign 

language in Algeria rather than French. In this respect, the thesis explored the attitudes of 

different internal stakeholders (headmasters, teachers, parents, pupils and university students) 

in four Algerian wilayas (viz., Biskra, Tlemcen, Batna and Bouira) towards introducing 

English at primary school anew. The stakeholders were selected from various phases of 

education (viz., primary, middle, secondary and higher education). That is why, the thesis 

represents a combination of a past and present sociolinguistic situation as it investigated the 

nineties and present English language policy, in addition to the future one through the 

proposed recommendations and pedagogical considerations provided in the final chapter.  

             The significance of the thesis lies in the fact that it fosters the status of English and 

represents a shifting paradigm towards considering its importance and use cross culturally. In 

this way, it addresses bilingual and multilingual education and the importance of an early 

learning of foreign languages, namely English. The thesis also identified the importance of 

including technology and social media to learn English as declared by many participants in the 

study which alludes to the awareness of the Algerian internal stakeholders of the necessity and 

importance of the language. More importantly, the thesis provided details on the nineties 

English language policy, including the procedures taken prior to official implementation and 

the way English was taught and learnt at primary school in the nineties which was not revealed 

in literature. The thesis also identified the main reasons that led to the abolition of the policy.  

            The thesis comprised seven chapters. Out of them, two chapters were theoretical, and 

four ones were practical, along with one chapter allocated for recommendations and 

pedagogical implications. The first chapter embodied a framework on the basic concepts 
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introduced in the thesis. The latter included three main parts: notions relevant to stakeholding 

and stakeholder relations, review for the main terms associated with attitudes and language 

policy and planning and their related concepts. The second chapter was pertinent to 

contextualisation as it centred on Algeria’s profile, involving its constitution and other 

historical and linguistic aspects.  The latter also identified the sociolinguistic paradox of 

Algeria and listed its official and dialectal languages along with a consideration of the past and 

present English language policy.  

            The third chapter was allocated to the methodology endorsed in the thesis. It comprised 

a description of the different research procedures employed to collect data and verify the 

hypotheses.  The fourth chapter investigated the main reasons behind abolishing the nineties 

English language policy through data analysis applied on the nineties ministerial publications 

along with interviews conducted with teachers who witnessed the nineties experience of 

English language policy implementation. The fifth chapter explored the attitudes of various 

internal stakeholders involved in different educational contexts through interviews and focus 

group discussions.  

         The sixth chapter was a follow for the fifth chapter as it explored the attitudes of internal 

stakeholders through questionnaires. Different parties of stakeholders were involved as 

primary school pupils and their parents and teachers of diverse subjects at different phases of 

education. The final chapter, the seventh chapter, listed the main findings obtained from the 

multifarious research tools and identified the different limitations, delimitations and ethical 

considerations that helped averting some potential weaknesses and informed about the 

research restrictions. A set of recommendations and pedagogical implications were also 

provided within the chapter which may improve future English language policy and promote 

the use and status of English in Algeria.  

                  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed within the 

methodology endorsed in the thesis. A past experience with respect to the nineties English 

language policy was investigated through an explanatory research, whilst a present one in 

relation to the attitudes of different internal stakeholders in education was analysed through an 

exploratory research. The thesis encompassed a descriptive study for the English language 

policy in different eras (viz., the nineties). Various research tools were used to verify the 

research hypotheses which fostered triangulation and helped achieving valid results. In the 

thesis, a sum of 936 participants were involved from the wilayas mentioned beforehand where 

a bulk of them were randomly selected (random sampling), whilst others were purposely 
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chosen (purposive sampling). Data collection instruments encompassed the use of document 

analysis, questionnaires, interviews, focus groups and significance test (f-test). That is, mixed 

research methods were utilised to meet the research objectives. Both textual and software 

analysis were performed on the different research tools, using some software programmes as 

SPSS, Dedoose and Leximancer. However, data mining was applied on ministerial 

publications of the nineties through an archival study.           

             Results achieved in the thesis revealed that some political and pedagogical factors led 

to the failure of the nineties’ English language policy in primary education. However, the 

political reasons that led to abolishing the policy can further be investigated through future 

research. No significant difference was identified through the f-test for the general English 

language level of the two groups involved in the study (those who learnt English at primary 

school in the nineties and those who learnt French instead). The latter might be reverted to the 

fact that these groups were exposed to the same language content in middle education. That is, 

the participants who learnt English at primary school benefited from at least 3 years of 

exposure to English, receiving the basics of English, were expected to proceed to a higher 

level in the language at middle school; nonetheless, they were exposed to the same content 

that they had already learnt at primary school when they moved to middle school which 

induced a backup in the English language level and led to an almost balanced level between 

those who learnt English and those who chose French at primary school. Positive attitudes 

were held by the different internal stakeholders who participated in the study towards 

introducing English at the primary school level across Algeria. In the thesis, some pedagogical 

issues were strongly emphasised by the internal stakeholders for a successful future English 

language policy as the use of technology in education, and more importantly abating the 

primary school programme. Further investigation can be conducted in the form of comparative 

and experimental studies for the English language policy in Algeria. In addition, the attitudes 

of external stakeholders (viz., governing bodies, former or recent ministers, language policy 

makers, embassies, textbook writers, school inspectorate and other educational members) can 

also be explored towards learning English at an early age. A thorough textbook analysis can be 

performed on the nineties English language books and workbooks of primary school. 

Accordingly, the thesis encompassed two mini-studies with respect to the nineties English 

language policy and attitudes of internal stakeholders in different phases of education. 
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 ملخص

سياسة اللغة حينما وضعت اللغة الإنجليزية حيز التنفيذ على مستوى بعض المدارس شهدت الجزائر تغييرا جذريا في 

الابتدائية التجريبية في التسعينيات. وعلى الرغم من هذا، تم إزالة سياسة اللغة الإنجليزية لأسباب غير معقولة أخفيت تحت 

. هذا الأخير أضحى مكيدة للحفاظ على اللغة مسمى النقص في الأساتذة المكلفين بتدريس هذه اللغة في الطور الابتدائي

التي أدت الى  لرئيسيةالفرنسية ومكانتها المتأصلة في الجزائر. وبناء على هذا، تهدف هذه الدراسة الى استقصاء الأسباب ا

راسة عينة ل .  شملت هذه الدفي الجزائر إلغاء سياسة اللغة الإنجليزية في فترة التسعينيات على مستوى المدرسة الابتدائية

لى ذلك، إمشاركا باعتبارهم أهم أصحاب المصلحة الداخليين إلى جانب أولئك الذين شهدوا تجربة التسعينيات. إضافة  369

تهدف الدراسة إلى تحرّي مواقف هؤلاء أصحاب الشأن الداخليين حول ادخال اللغة الإنجليزية في المدرسة الابتدائية. يمكن 

البحث الى جانب استخدام خمس وسائل  فرضياترة عن دراستين مصغرتين استعملتا للتحقق من القول أنّ هذا البحث عبا

تساهم في اثراء الأدب يمكن أن بحث أساسية لجمع المعلومات مع برمجيات حاسوب متعددة لتحليل البيانات. هاته الدراسة 

                                             ية في المستقبل.تحسين سياسة اللغة الإنجليزامكانية  حول تجربة التسعينيات و من شأنها

المدارس     ،سياسة اللغة الإنجليزية     ،الجزائر    ،التسعينيات   ،أصحاب المصلحة الداخليين  الكلمات المفتاحية: 

مواقف.      ،الابتدائية التجريبية   

Résumé 

         L'Algérie a été témoin d'un bouleversement total de la politique linguistique, l'anglais 

ayant été mis en œuvre au niveau des écoles primaires pilote dans les années quatre-vingt-dix. 

Néanmoins, la politique de la langue anglaise a été supprimée pour des raisons irrationnelles 

qui étaient couvertes par le manque d'enseignants chargés de l'enseignement de l'anglais dans 

l'enseignement primaire. Ce dernier semble être un stratagème pour la préservation de la 

langue française et son statut aigu en Algérie. La présente étude examine les raisons 

principales de l’abolition de la politique de la langue anglaise mise en œuvre à l’école 

primaire. L’étude a été réalisée auprès d’un échantillon de 936 participants représentant les 

principales parties prenantes internes ainsi que les personnes certifiant l’expérience acquise 

dans les années 90. Il explore également les attitudes de ces parties prenantes internes vis-à-vis 

de l'introduction de l'anglais à l'école primaire en Algérie. Ainsi, la présente recherche 

comprend deux mini-études menées pour vérifier les hypothèses, notamment l'utilisation de 

cinq principaux outils de collecte de données et de divers logiciels pour l'analyse de données. 

La présente étude contribuerait à enrichir la littérature existante sur l'expérience des années 90 

et peut contribuer à l’avancement de la future politique de la langue anglaise. 

Mots clés : Algérie ; années nonante ; attitudes ; écoles primaires pilotes ;  parties prenantes 

internes ; politique de la langue anglaise. 

 

Summary 

         Algeria witnessed a total shake-up in language policy as English was implemented at the 

level of some pilot primary schools in the nineties. Notwithstanding, the English language 

policy was eliminated due to irrational reasons that were covered under the paucity of the 

teachers who were assigned teaching English in primary education. The latter appeared to be a 

stratagem for the preservation of the French language and its acute status in Algeria. 

Accordingly, the present study investigates the main reasons behind the abolition of the 

nineties’ English language policy implemented at primary school. The study involved a 

sample of 936 participants who represented key internal stakeholders along with those who 

witnessed the nineties experience. It also explores the attitudes of these internal stakeholders 

towards introducing English at primary school in Algeria. The present research encompasses 

two mini studies conducted to verify the hypotheses, including the use of five main data 

collection tools and diverse software programmes for data analysis. The present study would 

contribute to the enrichment of existing literature on the nineties experience and may help 

furtherance of future English language policy.   

 

Key words: Algeria; attitudes; English language policy; internal stakeholders; nineties; pilot 

primary schools.  

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 


