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Résumé :

La nécessité du renouvellement est survenue vis-a-vis la nation Arabe qui n’a pu atteindre
la civilisation par son passé et de son présent, par son action et par I'acte de l'autre qui est le
colonialisme. Entre montée et baisse, la nation Arabe a bougé en faisant des efforts
importants en matiere de modernisation et réforme, dont la personnalité la plus importante
figure en:CHIKH BACHIR IBRAHIMI; qui a été classifié comme pionnier du
renouvellement Islamique, il a ainsi rejoint les rangs de I'Association des savants musulmans,
et a créé un projet redempteur, et a donné un travail sincére pour servir la religion et la patrie,
et la réalisation d’une modernisation civilisée.

Mots-clés: Renouvellement , réforme, approche réformiste, Mohammed Bachir Ibrahimi.

Abstract:
The necessity of renewal arose with regard to the Arab nation, which has not been able to

reach civilization by its past and its present, by its action and by the act of the other which is
colonialism. Between rise and fall, the Arab nation has moved with major efforts towards
modernization and reform. Whose most important personality is: CHIKH BACHIR
IBRAHIMI; who was classified as a pioneer of Islamic Renewal, he thus joined the ranks of
the Association of Muslim Scholars, and created a redemptive project, and gave sincere work
to serve religion and homeland, and the realization of a civilized modernization.

Keywords: Renewal, reform, reformist approach, Mohammed Bachirlbrahimi.
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INTRODUCTION
In the name of Allah the most beneficent the most merciful
Praise be to Aliah the Lord of the entire universe, and blessings and peace be upon his prophet.

In the early 20" century , the Arab world witnessed the resurgence of reformist movements which
were brought up by intellectuals and refermers , who adopted the act of renewal and reform as a
necessary means of correcting the concepts of religious and intellectual beliefs in all aspects of life.

These reformist movements have been able to rehabilitate the body of the Arab nation, and move
forward with it after being affected by factors of weaknesses accompanied with calamities that were
caused by colonialism. The idea of reform moved to Algeria and was clearly apparent after being
influenced by the general reformist thought that prevailed in the Arab and Islamic nation This has
contributed in the emergence of many reformist movements on its soil that have produced a
satisfactory response and aimed at serving the Algerian people and changing their situation . Those
movements in Algeria managed to make a difference and to represent the aspirations of the Algerian
people .especially after the foundation of the Algerian Muslim Scholars Association which had
worked sincerely in fighting all manifestations of religious , cultural , social and political deviation

raniiiing Frame tha Affands AF Anlanmialic;me and i tha Fired Lisildins hiaskse Am #ha ;matl AF sAanAsal
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renaissance.

" A Group of reformers worked for this association in order to serve the society and to help people
increase awareness and vigilance and adopt the spirit of jihad and resistance such as Sheikh Abdul
Hamid Bin Badis , Sheikh Bashir Al-lbrahimi , Sheikh Al-Tayeb Al-Agbi, Sheikh Mubarek Al-Milli and
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association since they were the first to think about the project and carry the idea of renewal and
change.

In fact | could not study the project of each of them aside, thus | stood on the character of Sheikh
Bashir Al-lbrahimi to monitor the features of innovation in his project from the perspective of the
reformist approach. Thus, it was necessary to answer questions about the nature of this project, its
strategic objectives and the way that was adopted by Sheikh Bashir Al-lbrahimi to carry out his
project in the context of the conflicts and problems that had engulfed the Algerian society at that
time.

These were the questions on which the study was built which was not unique in expressing loyalty to
this great reformer for his fight but it may be distinguished in the way it dealt with the man’s work.

The importance of the research is that it deals with the revolutionary movement of Bashir Al lbrahimi
during the crisis and blockage within the Algerian nation because of the exhausting ideas, as
expressed by Thinker Maiik Bin Nabi , and to remove the pitfaiis and trace the advancement path in
a clearer way.

Perhaps what prompted me to study Al-lbrahimi’s curriculum in reform and renewal is a subjective
conflict that infused the love of Islamic thought in general and the Brahimi thought in particular
.Besides, this character of virtue and merit deserves care and recognition. The methodology of the
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have collected Brahimi’s reformist views and ideas and then analyzed them and conclude the rules
and the objectives behind this project. | also used the historical approach in my talk about the
establishment of the association and the biography of al Ibrahimi.

The nature of the research required me to divide it into three chapters preceded by an introduction
in which | explained a set of terms related to reform. And then | moved to the first chapter which is

region and their shape in Algena in addition to the most relevant pioneers of those movements.

The second chapter dealt with the personality of Bashir Al-Ibrahimi, and his remarkable work in the
ranks of the Muslim Scholars Association which | stated how it was founded , its objectives and its
activities during its reformist process. In the third chapter | spoke about the features of renewal in
the reform approach of Bashir al- Ibrahimi . | focused on his vision to the process of renewal through
its concepts , its motives , its objectives and its areas. To come out at the end of the research with a
conclusion which includes the most important findings of the study.

To do the research, | used a collection of sources and references that were distributed among books
, university letters and magazines. Among the most important ones are “al bashir ibrahimi effects “,
complied by his son Dr Talib Brahimi , which is a collection of articles published by the Imam in the

= R ey nn amd maiinmanars s anmd Daxintar Aftlha Annmnintia;m NAF Almariarm Af:inliv;n Calimlaens @
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which included a series of administrative reports about the work of the assembly, and some of the
intellectual topics that interested the pioneers of the assembly, in addition to “In The Heart Of The
Battle” which is also a collection of documents, telegrams and speeches; he edited on behalf of the

assembly.

I also used reformist thought books such as Ahmed Amine’s “Reform Leaders Of The Modern Age”,
“Mohamed Abdou ‘S Reform Approach” by Muhammed Amara, and “The Renewal Of islamic
Thought” by Hassan al-Turabi, and “Sociology Of Religious Reform In Algeria” which is a dissertation
to obtain a master’s degree from the university of Hadj Lakhdar Batna, by the researcher Ziloukha
Bouguerra.

Besides , | employed books on the Algerian national movement , such as the writings of Dr Abi el;
Qasim Saadallah , entitled “Research And Views In The History Of Algeria” , “ The Algerian National
Movement”, “ Algeria ‘S Cultural History” and “The Algerian Association Of Muslim Scholars And Its
Reform Effects “ by Ahmed Al-Khatib, and “ The Association Of Algerian Muslim Scholars And Its
Relationship With Other Movements” by Abdel Karim Bou Saffsaf.

| also utilized books and letters in the Arabic criticism, including the “ Renaissance Of Contemporary
Arabic Literature In Algeria” by Abdelmalek Mortada , and “ Modern Algerian Poetry” by Salah
Kharafi and “ Bashir Ibrahimi As An Author”, which is a thesis to obtain a master’s degree of my
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Ibrahimi From 1929 To 1939 “, by the researcher Mohammed Ei Aid Taorta. | relied on some
magazines that dealt with the thought of the Imam and his reformist positions such as Al-Shehab
magazine , , the Culture, the Approvals and Al-Busayer newspaper in its first and second series.

| have encountered some difficulties and obstacles that | could overcome because of the help of
Allah almighty . The first obstacle was the node of the beginning which faces each researcher when



starting his research which may extend to a long time and can be overcome only with patience and
determination and the second one is the personal and health conditions which had to do in my
departure from the study for a period. The third difficulty is the abundance in references and
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were few visa a vis the topic studied , this led me to rely on intermediate references.

This research is not the first research that knocks on the door to talk about al- bashir and his
reformist approach , but it may differ in the way it dealt with the aspects of renewal and reform since
| placed my personal prints that may be an addition to what the researchers have already
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Thanks to Allah first if | achieved the objectives of this research and to my supervisor Dr Muhammed
Abbas , who helped me with his advice and instructions and his guidance in criticism and correction s
and who gave me the opportunity to access this extended school in reform and get close to its

All the praises and thanks be to ALLAH.
The student : Fatima Zahra tabti

Tlemcen:



Conclusion :

The search for the harvest of the results obtained from the study made me consider its major
axes, which I believe I have to prove in the following points:

First, Reformers who called for the necessity of reform and held its view to include the
religious, political, social and cultural aspects received the reasons for fame such as Jamal
al-Din Afghani, Mohammed Abdo, Mohammed bin Abdul Wahab, Abdul Rahman
Kawakibi.They did well to restore the nation's past glory and made it lead the way of
guidance and insightfulness.

Secondly, Algeria did not differ from the Arab Orient; rather its conditions were even more
harsh and unfair due to the colonizer’s’ tyranny in all its forms and specter. It was subject to
unfair policies, unjust legal norms, a Crusader spirit that targeted Islam and its people and
exercised on the national character and the Arabo- Islamic components; so people continued
to reeling under the weight of severe blows, which harshly affected Algcrian t Muslim and
led him to retreat slightly from the front rows, until he gathers his strength and restore the
ground again.

Algeria reached such dangerous stage of religious, intellectual and social deviation. At that
time, the reforms began to be clearly marked, influenced by general reformist thought which
was launched by a group of imminent scholars promising a new destination in all aspeccts that
were subject to deviation. So, it was the call to the return to the core sources of Islam: the
Book (Holy Quran) and the Sunnah , and looking forward to the futurc on the basis of
straightfulness and insightfulness. These revelations revealed the featurcs of a reforming
movement seeking to renew the lives of Muslims by renewing religion in their souls.

The revolution, instigated by Imam Ibn Badis in Algeria, was a tributary ol the resurgence of
the reform movement in Algeria, which was carried out by intellectuals.

Thirdly, the reformist approach strived to combat the blatant religious deviation, the
heresies and the distortions of religion, which were driven by colonialism and the deviant
and unrighteous groupings. In addition, it sought to revive the Arabo-Islamic culture that was
inflamed by oblivion and obscurity and this was done through the re-ctfectiveness of the
Arabic language, which is considered as the container of culture, and the most important
pillar of the immunization of identity, the self and personality.

The reformist approach was based on the need to promote the Algerian nation on the social
level, so it dealt with the treatment of the inadequacies and diseases in socicty and discussed
their causes. Poverty, ignorance, and grouping, were the major cause of the deterioration of
social life; it was necessary to promote the pillars of society -women and the youth - to be
upright in the path of the Renaissance and come out from the front of the demolition to look
forward to the future and to build a Renaissance. The image of jihad was completed among
the association of scholars through knocking the door of politics and facing the injustice of



colonialism and arbitrariness and uniting the Algerian people and their national positions to
be ready for the promised day: the day of liberation from the French occupation.

Al basher El Ibrahimi had the lion’s share in the great work and deeds ot the Association of
Scholars, especially in its second term when he was its president. He scarified his life for the
sake of continuing the battle to serve his religion and his country.He was indeed a pioncer of
reform, thought and innovation.

Fourthly , El Ibrahimi believed in the necessity of renewal and change, and carricd out this
task from his belief in the legitimacy of renewal, which is fixed principle in [slam besides its
necessity for the nation after it was hit by stagnation. There was a urgent need for a reform-
oriented work based on the reality of society. Its problems were investigated in order to reach
effective solutions that could be achieved in reality.

Therefore, the concept of renewal in El Brahimi’s view is full of revival, diligence,
renaissance, change and reform, which in turn led to a new reformulation of the reality of the
Algerian people.

El Ibrahim established his regenerative project on a solid foundation of religion, cthics,
science and finance. These are the basic pillars of a union that results in a structurcd
renaissance in all aspects of everyday life.

Fifth, EL Bashir El Ibrahim had a strong personality that enabled him to absorb the state of
his society thanks to his encyclopedic culture and his exceptional talents, whicli contributed
to the unique and complementary characteristics of his leading personality, bcaring the
concerns of his nation, interacting with it and offering alternatives, solutions and treatment
for its diseases and pests.

His integrative personality allowed him to implement his innovative project wi:'=" included
a reform plan that enveloped the following aspects :

- On the religious side, El Ibrahimi focused on the return to the correct religion, reviving
it in the hearts of Muslims and correcting the faith in their thoughts, becausc these are
the solid basis for the power of Muslims and the core of their pride. In ¢ oving this,
he called for the destruction of heresies and misguidance which cited L''¢ nation's
resources deviation and misguidance, and increased the severity of the thousands of

scientists and their dependence on this decline that decreased their lcading place and

put them into humiliation. El Ibrahim advocated a revolution that reinforces the role of
scholars in reform and change; he also warned against stalemate ' the non-
utilization of thought and reason in religion and life. Also he insisted on neglecting
sectarian intolerance and instead he called for opening the door ol diligence in

jurisprudence to extract judgments that touch daily reality and find «ppropriate
solutions to it.



- On the scientific and cultural sides, El Ibrahimi developed an integrative approach to
addressing the issues of education. He presented all his ideas, theorics and reform
philosophies that were conducive to renewal. They were devoid of tradition to
construct a scholar, build a nation and a new life within the framework o! o system in
which all institutions and educational institutions aiming to prepare the individual,
guide behaviorand standardize the curriculum of education so as to ensurc continuity
and effectiveness in life. The role of culture and intellectuals was also valued in
promoting the Arabo-Islamic culture restoring its rightful place, re-activating it in
order to better understand the reality to guide the Algerian youth towards it to face
devastating Westernization projects.

- On the social side, El Ibrahimi highlighted the crucial issues facing ¢ Algerian
nation such as moral delinquency, family disintegration, marriage, divorc. . cxpensive
dowries, women's and youth's issues. He sought to reform thesc issucs seriously,
properly and radically in a way that does not wobble with the hindrances and daily
happenings, and this indeed is the ideal goal of a social reform.

- As for the literary aspect, EL Ibrahimi brought to it many noveltics because of his
convinction that literature has an effective power in reform and the cl'mination of
contemporary problems, through which he opened many doors, such as ariclc writing,
preaching and letter writing, making them a tool of resistance as well as <haping an
integrated picture of the meanings of humanity in its great bearing on the concerns of
his injured homeland with an innovative ,a firm style and a strong argumc

- As for the political aspect, he was more concerned with it being the cornerstone of
reform in all its forms. He called for a genuine political education that works to create
and revive the nation and to spread every virtue. He also called for streniious calls to
raise and spread the awareness of the necessity of jihad for the sake of Allah to free
the country and the people. This could not be done without the unity of ¢! tic parties
that served the national cause and renounced the divide and split because this would
ensure the success of our cause and lead to the liberation of our country.

To conclude, we can say that this study is a contribution in which we sought to «l'scover and
spot the features of renewal in the reform project of El Ibrahimi, which re. ‘res further

work, research, study and investigation to attain other horizons that we didn’t reach and
features we didn’t discover.

Allah is behind the intent and he is alone the guide towards the "0/t path.
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AHMED REDA HOUHOU is
one of the revolutionary authors who
called for social reform through his
writings. He participated through his
work in raising the interest of readers
to the status of the society to improve
their living conditions.

e used to share his attitudes towards
political and social issues to fight
injustice and to build a clean society
through the process of social and
ethical reform.

The author adopted mockery in his
writings as a way to discuss those
contradictions and paradoxes that
characterized the Algerian society at
that time.

In fact, the purpose behind his
mockery wasn’t to accuse or defame
persons but it was rather an artistic
technique full of wisdom to call for
positive change and reform.

“SI ZAAROUR” and “WE AND
THE WEST” are examples of
HOUHOU’S stories which include
comical situations through which he
aitempted to transmit lessons of
moral laws to the society.

KEY WORDS :the algerian short
Story ,the deliberate irony ,irony in
the short story, ahmed reda houhou.
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