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Résumé :

Les études modernes de la langue et la science de I'orthographe ont tenu en
compte d’apporter un éclairage sur les dialectes dans diverses époques, afin de
connaitre les qualités qui ont été transportées du dialecte vers la langue académique,
et comment la langue académique est devenue un mélange différent de dialectes et
la multiplicité des caracteres d’un phénomene linguistique, pour cela, nous avons
abordé le dialecte Hassanien, un dialecte prononcé dans la société « Baithani»
(Tindouf, Mauritanie, Sahara Occidental et au Nord de Mali), pour faire apparaitre
ses phénomenes sonores et significatifs importants et 'ampleur de sa proximité ou

sa distance de la langue académique.

Mots Clés : étude de la langue, science de 'orthographe, Son, signification,
dialecte Hassanien

Summary:
Modern studies of language and the science of orthography were taken into

account to shed light on the dialects in different periods, in order to know the
qualities that were transported from the dialect to the academic language, and how
the academic language became a mix of a different dialects and multiple characters
of one linguistic phenomenon, for this, we tackled the Hassanian dialect, a dialect
spoken in the society of "Baithani" (Tindouf, Mauritania, Western Sahara and
northern Mali) , to reveal its important sound and significant phenomena and its

scale proximity or distance of the academic language.

Key words: Language studies, Science of Orthography, sound, signification,
Hassanian dialect.
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Introduction

Research in new dialects is not less important than in the classical Language, or in the ancient
dialects, and that for what it carries of cultural and popular heritage for those speaking with it.
Generation after generation, it was inherited as a collective legacy. So, it is necessary to give

it more importance and to study it.

Therefore, scientific researches were multiplied to try to understand the linguistics issues; the
most important one was the Arab estrangement from using the academic language to using
dialect as the main tool to communicate with each other. They differ from one country to

another and using different methods in expressing and communicating.

Despite the two elements of ethnicity and geography which caused several sub-changes, it

still has some expressions from academic Arabic, with differences in the degree of changes.

The “HESSANIAN” dialect, with its specific phonetic characteristics which differs it from
other Algerian local dialects, is becoming for those who know it a great barrier to
communicate with those who speak it, the thing that encourages highlighting and focusing on

it.
Reasons of choosing the subject:

Serving the Arabic classical language and get it closer to the other Arabic dialects.



e Looking for the relationship between the Arabic modern and ancient dialects, because
different characteristics are the extension of some ancient dialects, for this we can root
some of modern dialectic phenomena and to attribute it to its origin.

e Attempt to capture the changes on the dialect through time and try to know the

extraneous.
Search Methodology:

There is no doubt that dialects change especially because of the social and historical factors,
which oblige me to use the historical, Descriptive analytical, social linguistic and

Comparative methods.

The historical method is to analyze the differences that the dialect environment has gone
through during time, and to show some of the common characteristics between the studied

dialect and some Arabic ancient dialect and others modern.

The Descriptive analytical methods allow me to determine the sounds qualities, and to
analyze sounds variability of some sounds influenced by what is nearby of sounds and

movements, also, it helps me to analyze some lexicological and semantic phenomena.

For the analytical part, it is in two points:



1. Determining the human source from which is taken the subject and the method
vocabulary was collected from their users.
2. Adopting the realistic method as a method of collecting linguistic material, as I

determined the geographical zone from where I took the vocabulary.

The comparative method is to balance the linguistic phenomena and to reveal the common

characteristics.

As for the practical part, I relied on the local popular sayings and proverbs, as it is the most
common art, due to its characteristics like conciseness, expression simplicity, precision in
metaphor and the eloquence of meaning. Also, it reflects the ethics of its people, their habits
and their intellectual and cultural activities; Anthropological studies show that popular
proverbs are the closest link to the local dialects especially that dependingon oral
communication as a way in their existence and habits. The ancients considered it as a source
for the Arabic dialects and a live image of the society and the truest example for a population

language and it’s semantic, because it is a simple nature.
Study contents:
This study is based on:

An introduction where the geographical and historical frame of the area of Tindouf was
determined, in addition to determine some concepts, and the first chapter included the study

of phonetics.



It Includes sounds study and its classification, and to study sounds above the composition.
The second chapter contains the semantic study:
It included a study of evolution and semantic diversity

The third chapter is a lexical study:
It included a glossary of some vocabulary of the “Hessanian” dialect.
The conclusion where we presented the important results we reached through this study.

And a list of sources and references, and an appendix of some “Hessanian” dialect texts.

Research
There is no scientific study without difficulties, especially if it is a study of a live dialect. It

can be listed below:

- Lack of historical material about the area allocated for study
- Difficulty of reaching some of the elders to be relied upon in the field study

- Difficulty sorting sound recordings

The goal:

This study aims to achieve the following objectives:



a. The study of modern Arabic dialects helps to monitor the changes in its history since
ancient times.

b. Document the dialect from the speakers.

c. The study of dialects serves the classical

d. Narrowing the gap between Arabic dialects in general and Algerian in particular

The problematic:
The nature of the subject required a series of questions to be addressed in all aspects of the
research:
- What is the nature of this dialect?
- What are their characteristics?
- Does it have one or several origins?
After this settlement, I hope that I have succeeded in clarifying the questions and difficulties

surrounding this research.

Tlemcen, 20/03/2017 , 24 Jumadhaalawal 1438.
BOUAME Nadjet.



Conclusion

To summarize all this, the research dealt with a linguistically related subject to the
“Hessanian” dialect, and what characterized its people of pronunciation characteristics, and
habits of talking, this is due to a number of reasons that influenced its development (phonetic
and semantic) and we have reached many results, the most important ones are:

The dialect is considered as the most common communication tools ever in the Arabic
societies, it is the language of the population, it helps their sharing and understanding,
exchanging the benefits, opinions, thoughts, and feelings in their daily lives, as well as
representing the element of transformation and change, and the ability to form in any new
environment.

The dialect system is composed like the classical, of several levels: phonetic, semantic and
lexicon.

The phonetic level shows the “Hessanian” dialect characteristics, and it allows monitoring it
and returning it to its classical origin, to determine sounds and their number, as follows:

Oral sounds: that kept their nature.

Dental Oral sounds: Only one sound was issued like the classical.

Dental sounds: We find it strongly in the “Hessanian” dialect, and it was added to it the sound

of “sLall” which became in most cases to “sUall”,



\9,

Dental gumssounds : the “sLal” sound changed in most cases as seen before, as for the other

sounds it changed but only in some specific cases.

Gumssounds: it has some changes as slurring and disappearance.
4 &l & sa¥): kept their nature in most cases.

4aball & sa¥): kept their nature.

Labial sounds: it does not exist in the “Hessanian” dialect, it changed in most cases to the

sound “4_aWll ;all” and in few cases to the sound “cpall”,
okalall Gl sall: no changes, they kept their nature.

Ohoaiall Gl sall:



“Hessanian” dialect went in a succession of voices to suit their environment, so it istended to
force and clarity, and to reduce effort in pronouncing the sounds and to achieve harmony

between the voices and thus facilitate “Hamza”.

The semantic level, its meaning lies in the success of the communication process and is
mainly due to the good selection of the appropriate words, and to the integrity of the
composition, and that the pronunciation on the various types of meaning and derivation. With
the introduction of newvocabulary of different origins (French, Berber, African) and the
meanings of many of themchanged withthe change of the same thing by its elements,
functions, or social affairs related to it.All these factors and other manifestations of evolution
andSemantic change that words face does not affected the mother tongue, and does not
diminish the status of the dialects deriving from it, what happened to the meanings of words

in the dialect of Hassaniya reflects what happens to any language spoken by man.

As for the level of lexicon, the dialect of Hassaniyahas retainedthe meaning of a lot of words,
and did not change the lexical significance, but this does not deny the transformation of some

of the meaning of lexicon.
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