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1-In a Canadian city, an annoying hum , and no one knows why.
By : Christopher Mele.

A persistent noise of un-known origin, sometimes compared to a truck
idling or distant thunder ,has bedeviled a Canadian city for years ,damaging
people’s health and quality of life, numerous residents say.

Those who hear it have compared it to a fleet of diesel engines idling next
to your home or the pulsation of a sub-woofer at a concert. Others report it
rat-tling their windows and spooking their pets.

Known as the Windsor Hum, this sound in Windsor, Ontario, near Detroit,
is unpredictable in its duration, timing and intensity, making it all the more
maddening for those affected.

“You know how you hear of people who have gone out to secluded places
to get away from certain sounds or noises and the like?”” Sabrina Wiese posted
in a private Facebook group dedicated to finding the source of the noise. “I’ve
wanted to do that many times in the past year or so because it has gotten so
bad. Imagine having to flee all you know and love just to have a chance to
hear nothing humming in your head for hours on end”.

Since reports of it surfaced in2011, the hum has been studied by the
Canadian government, the University of Western Ontario and the University
of Windsor.

Activists have done their own sleuthing.

Over six years, Mike Provost of Windsor, who helps run the Facebook
page, has amassed more than 4,000 pages of daily observations about the
duration, intensity and characteristics of the sound and the weather conditions
at the time.

He has had to fend off skeptics and theorists who believe that the hum is

related to secret tunneling, U.F.O.s or covert government operations, he said.

56



oans dan il A8 et A Elll) Juadl)
ddaall (a palll

Mr. Provost, a retired insurance salesman, said his work was a blend of
obsession and hobby. “I’ve got to keep going”, he said in a phone
interview.”I’m not going to quit this”.

The hum is not limited to Windsor, a city of about 220,000 people on the
Detroit River. Mr.Provost said he had received reports from McGregor,
Ontario,

Known as the Windsor Hum, the sound is un-predictable, making it all
the more maddening for those affected.

20miles to the south, and across the United States border to the east of Cleve-
land, about 90miles away.

Tracey Ramsey, a member of the Canadian Parliament, said in a phone
interview that she regularly gets calls from constituents about the health
effects of the hum.

Residents have complained of headaches, sleeplessness, irritability and
depression.

“It’s something they are desperate for an answer to”, she said

Tracing the noise’s origins is complicated by who hears it, and when and
where.

Tim Carpenter, a retired consulting engineer who specialized in
geotechnical engineering and machine vibrations and is an administrator of
the Facebook page on the hum, said not everyone could hear it .

“It’s as if you had a fire hose moving back and forth and the people who
have the water falling on them hear the noise, and if you’re outside that
stream, you don’t hear the noise”, he said.

Researchers have found no trends related to gender or age for the
“hearers”.
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Dr. Darius Kohan, the director of otology and neurotology at Lenox Hill
Hospital and Manathan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital in New York, said that
the low-frequency hum was unlikely to cause long-term hearing damage but
that it could be as debilitating as tinnitus, a persistent ringing in the ears.

Scott Barton, an assistant professor of music at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute in Massachusetts, said in a phone interview that infrasound, which is
below 20hertz, can create a sense of unease because it is unintelligible to
human hearing but still detectable. While it is possible to be accustomed to
certain noises (the hum of an air-conditioner, for example), this low-
frequency noise is challenging because it has been so inconsistent, he said.

Seeking intervention by government regulators for the hum is difficult
because regulations typically address decibel levels that can lead to hearing
loss or damage , not those that can affect quality of life, Rebecca Smith ,a
sound engineer and doctoral student at the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor, who researches urban noise, wrote in an email.

« Think about the sound of a dog barking », she said. “It doesn’t need to be
loud enough to physically damage you to be really annoying and distracting”.

The University of Windsor report said the hum’s likely source was blast
furnace operations on Zug Island on the American side of the Detroit River,
which is densely packed with manufacturing. Activists complained that
United States Steel, which operates the furnaces, has been unco-operative and
secretive. A company spokeswoman did not respond to requests for comment.

A principal investigator on the study, Prof. Collin Novak, told CBC News in
2014that researchers needed more time and cooperation from the American
authorities to pinpoint the source .”It’s like chasing a ghost”, he said

Hums similar to Windsor’s have been reported in at least a dozen
communities worldwide, including in Australia, England and Scotland, the
study said. In the United States, high-profile hums have been reported in
Taos, N.M., and Kokomo, Ind.
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2-A return to risk in the rink
By :Tara LipinskKi

Two decades ago, when | was skating competitively , it was always clear
who my primary rival would be : Michelle Kwan , a skater who regularly
received 6.0s , or what were then perfect scores.

How do you beat a perfect score? To find a way to compete with her ,my
coaches and | need to come up with a plan .My best chance, we decided,
would be to add technical difficulty .We added a triple loop, triple loop
combination to my program , and | became the first woman to land one in
competition.

It 's little decisions like these that accumulate through the years and
through the efforts of multiple athletes to push a sport forward , and | 'am
very proud to have played a small part in this evolution .Today, almost all of
the top women 's skaters have a triple —triple combination in their arsenal, and
some even have two.

But most athletes won’t push a sport forward unless they have the
incentive to do so- let alone when the structures of a sport have been set up to
actually incentivize them to hold back.

Which explains the current challenges facing United States women 's
skating in the Winter Olympics :other than Mirai Nagasu ,who landed a
stunning triple axel in team competition early in the Games , individual
podium hopes for the women this year are ,realistically, not great. Meanwhile,
the two leading Russian women are poised to potentially claim both gold and
silver.

How did we get there? the seeds of the current crisis in American women’s
skating were planted long ago, not at the highest levels of the sport , but at the
lowest .
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When judging changed at the international level,the U.S. did not keep up.

When the rules of judging skating in international competition changed in
2004, with the goal of making judging more transparent, one of the
consequences was the rewarding of skaters who attempt more challenging
technical elements in the pursuit of ever more points. But through the
international rules changed judging at the junior and senior levels, it was up to
each individual country to determine how it judged the lower level
competitions. And in the American system, the juvenile through novice
competitions did not change to keep up.

Young skaters in the United States were rewarded not for innovating and
taking risks- attempting new combos, for instance or trying more difficult
jumps —but for skating cleanly . Skating, like all other sports ,has an element
of strategy ; what followed was a generation of young women who went
home after competitions, rethought their programs, took out those triple-
triples - and found they could still win.

But this judging system created a pipeline of athletes who were not well
equipped to be competitive on the world stage.

Compare the United States with Russia, where skaters come up under a
system designed to encourage them to up the technical ante at a very young
age.

Today , the gold —medal favorite Evgenia Medvedeva has two triple-triple
combinations in her program .She and her teammate Alina Zagitova have
begun raising their arms over their head during their jumps —another element
that nabs them extra difficulty points, all of which add up.

Ms. Zagitova, for her part, has put together a program designed to best
take advantage of the scoring system: The spins and choreography sequence
come in the first half of the skate , and the jumps come in the second ,where
they receive a 10 percent bonus because they are executed on tired legs .
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The American men have avoided the fate of the women thanks largely to
the one-man phenom Nathan Chen, whose physicality and technical brilliance
have helped push his teammates forward, too. Despite a disappointing short
program this Olympics, Mr. Chen came back to win the free skate portion of
the competition, setting a record for technical score in a winter Olympic

Games, and becoming the first man to successfully land five quads in
competition and to attempt six.

Happily , a course correction has begun .After the Sochi Games, the United
States implemented a new judging system for skaters in lower levels intended
to reward risk —taking and consistency .These sorts of changes won’t produce
champions immediately , but we could see a real difference in the caliber of
skaters in the Winter Olympics in Beijing in 2022.

The selection of this year‘s Olympic team is also a great sign .The United
States is being represented by women like Ms. Nagasu, whose success with
the notorious triple axel last week was a genuine American milestone, and
Bradie Tennell, a virtual unknown until a few months ago but one who lands
difficult triple —triple combinations, with ease and and consistency.

Neither is likely to match the prowess of the Russians, but their selection
sends a clear message from the highest level of United States skating to the
next generation: Risks bring rewards.

Take it from someone who was once criticized for focusing too much on
technical skating —they 're right.

Tara Lipinski won the 1988 Olympic gold medal in women’s figure skating.
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3-Reason to fear more drought

In a warm, dry winter, California residents see traces of a familiar
pattern.

By: Henry Fountain.
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Atmospheric conditions that helped create the recent multiyear California
drought have returned, leaving the state dry and exceptionally warm this
winter, and its residents are wondering if another long dry spell is on the way.

A ridge of high —pressure air off the West Coast has persisted for much
of the past three months, blocking many Pacific storms from reaching
California and weakening others that do get through. Normally such ridges
tend to come and go, but they also lingered during the 2012-16 drought, the
worst in the state’s history.

“We are now seeing another year that looks like one of those drought
years”, said Daniel Swain , a postdoctoral researcher at the Institute of the
Environment and Sustainability at the University of California , Los Angeles,
who during the drought coined the term “ridiculously resilient ridge” to
describe the atmospheric pattern.

« This one 1s definitely a resilient ridge, but we don’t know if it’s quite
reaching the ‘ridiculous’ threshold », said Dr. Swain, who blogs about
California’s weather.

By one measure, at least, drought has already returned. According to
the United States Drought Monitor, most of the southern half of California is
now experiencing moderate or severe drought, a marked change from three
months ago, when less thanlOpercent of the state was in moderate drought
and no part was in severe drought.

The Los Angeles area has been especially dry. Dr. Swain said that Los
Angeles has had only one 24-hours period with rainfall of more than one-third
of an inch in nearly a year. The one exception, Jan.8-9, was the day the Santa
Barbara area just to the north was inundated, leading to deadly mudslides.

But over all, the current conditions are far less extreme than in
2015and 2016,at the tail end of the drought. At times in2015 more than half
the state was considered to be in extreme drought, the drought monitor’s
highest category. That spring, the state imposed a mandatory 25 percent
reduction in water use in urban areas.

State water officials note that this year, as a result of the drought —
ending rains of a year ago, there is plenty of water in California’s reservoirs,
so there are no critical supply issues that could lead to similar restrictions.

Even so, the dry , warm weather that has persisted since late fall is
taking a toll, with snowpack in the Sierra Nevada — the source of about one-
third of California’s water — at 21 percent of normal early last week. Without
a flurry of storms to add to the snowpack in the next few months, the low
snowpack could eventually lead to supply problems, especially if dry
conditions persist for the next few years.
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The high- pressure ridge tends to shunt storms north toward British
Columbia, said Marty Ralph, director of the Center for Western Weather and
Water Extremes at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography.

“It’s very normal to have a ridge”, said Dr. Ralph, who studies so-
called atmospheric rivers, trails of tropical moisture that in a normal year are
responsible for much of California’s precipitation. « It usually breaks down at
some point and packs of storms break through ».

A few studies have suggested that the persistence of such blocking
ridges in certain parts of the world may be linked to climate change. But a
range of conditions in the Pacific Ocean not necessarily related to climate
change, including EI Nifio and La Nifia, can contribute to the formation and
positioning of a ridge, Dr. Swain said.

The Los Angeles area has been especially dry for nearly a year.

The thin California snowpack is also a function of high temperatures.
Following a record warm summer and fall in the state, temperatures have
continued well above normal this winter. In the Sierra town of Truckee, Calif,
recently, the high temperature, 64, was 21 degrees above the historical
average.

« What we’re seeing is more precipitation as rain than as snow »,said
Doug Carlson , a spokesman for the state Department of Water Resources.
The warmer temperatures raise the snow line, the elevation above which it is
cold enough that precipitation falls as snow. They also cause what snow there
is to melt faster.

Rain runs off immediately ,while snowpack serves as a reservoir of
water that is released over times as it melts. So, changes in the proportions of
snow and rain and the rate of snowmelt can affect the availability and timing
of water for people , industry and agriculture .

The snowpack conditions in the Sierra this year may be an extreme
example of what scientists suggest will be the case with climate change — that
as average temperatures rise, average snowpack will decline, perhaps by as
much as 25percent by midcentury.
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The blocking pattern in the atmosphere has also brought warm, dry
conditions to the Rocky Mountains and the Colorado River basin , said Greg
Smith , a senior hydrologist with the National Weather Service in Salt Lake
City.

« The pattern is very strong this year », Mr. Smith said. Most of the
storms track to the north of the region, he said , “and the storms that do come
in tend to be weak”.

The situation in the lower Colorado basin — most of Arizona and parts of
Utah , New Mexico, Nevada and California — is especially bad, with snow
totals at or near record lows at many locations.

As in California , the upper Colorado basin — parts of Arizona, New
Mexico, Utah , Colorado and Wyoming - had plenty of snow runoff last year
, Mr. Smith said .But without significant snowfall by April, even the upper
basin will suffer.

His forecast for the runoff this year into Lake Powell , the reservoir at
the junction of the upper and lower basins , is the seventh-lowest in history.

« There’s definitely some concern for supplies in some areas as we see
these forecast numbers drop, » Mr. Smith said. « We’re kind of hopeful we’ll
see a pattern change in the next couple of months. We’re running out of
time. »
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4-The art of ordering room service
Travel Tips
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By: Shivani Vora

Room service is often the last refuge of business travelers, and an
overpriced, under —seasoned option for travelers without many options.
According to Martyn Nail, the executive chef of Claridge's hotel in London,
"the food you get isn’t necessarily a reflection of who prepared it, "he said.
"There’s an art to ordering room service. "He has a few tried and tested tips.

ORDER COURSE -BY- COURSE

If Mr. Nail isn’t in a rush, he requests that his meal is delivered in courses
because the food tastes fresher and the dining experience feels more special
and leisurely .Surprisingly, most hotel kitchens have no problem fulfilling
this request. "I don’t like the idea of my entree getting cold while I have my
starter, and if I’'m having ice cream for dessert, it 's going to be melted by the
time | get to it ,"he said.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT DISHES

Consider how well a dish will travel before you order it. Many hotel
kitchens are in the basement, while your room might be on a high floor, which
means that your meal could take up to 10 minutes to reach you after it leaves
the kitchen ,and that 's not including any other room service deliveries along
the way.

While hot items are usually delivered in a hot box, they can still arrive
luke-warm. Soups are the exception and tend to stay hot. Also, if you see a
soufflé on the menu, don’t bother ordering it. Mr. Nail said that it will be a
pancake by the time it reaches you .Club sandwiches and Caesar salads, on
the other hand, travel especially well.

If there 's a regional dish or specialty on the menu, however, go for it. Mr.
Nail said that these local specialties have been some of his best meals on the
road.

GO OFF- MENU

Don’t be afraid to order off the menu , Mr. Nail said ."Hotel kitchens tend
to have a wide variety of ingredients on hand ,and if the chefs have time ,they
are happy to make you what you want", he said .Just be reasonable and ask
politely , and you’ll have great results.
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If you 're craving a specific dish ,ask for it but with a caveat: give advance

notice preferably 12 hours ,if you want a labor —intensive dish or something
particularly special.

ORDER THROUGH A LIVE PERSON

Pick up the phone and speak to someone to place your order ,even if you
have the option to do it electronically through a tablet ,app or your in —room
television.

Mr. Nail said that your order taker is your guide through the menu and can
share suggestions such as side dishes to pair with your entree that you may
not have thought of. Some of those options may be upsells, but talking to a
real person is the only way to hear the daily specials, or ask about options that
may not be included in the menu.
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They are the war dead of the Kurds'
participation i Syria's ix years of con-

where,

Tn a civil war in which hundreds of
thousands of Syrians have died, hon-
oring those killed has become a power-
fulrecruiting tool, one that all sides use.
‘The Kurds have institutionalized i, lav-
ishing resources on both the dead and
their survivors.

Veneration of the war dead isa potent
morale booster, especially among the

People’s Protection Units, or YPG, %

which Turkey condemns as terrorists.
The Americans consider the Kurdish
units as the main component of the Syr-
fan Democratic Forces, which s vitalin
the American-led coalition fighting the
Islamic State.

Do not call her a bereaved mother,
said Aisha Affendi, a co-president of the
Movement for a Democratic Society in
Kobani,whose son Shervan was killedin
an ambush at 19, 1 am the mother of a
martyr shesaid, aphrase uttered with
defiance, and one that confers instant
credibility in Kurdish society.

One of the officals at the Martyrs In-
itute in Manbij, Syria, is named Dar-
wish Salahudin, but when people intro-
duce him to a stranger, they won't use
his name, they'll say, “This is the
brother of the martyred Comrade

Botan!

He brightened, relating that. “We see
itas an honor tobe the reative of a mar-
tyr. Everybody knows who we are."

‘The well-unded Martyrs Institutesin
every northern Syrian city hand out
pensions to parents, spouses and chil-
dren of fighters killed in battle, and in
some cases of civilian victims as well.

naCanad

BY CHRISTOPHER MELE

A persistent noise of unknown origin,
sometimes comparedtoatruckidling or
distant thunder, has bedeviled a Canadi-
an ity for years, damaging peoples
health and quaity oflife, numerous resi-

dents say.

Those whohear it have comparedit to
a fleet of diesel engines idling next to
your home or the pulsation of a sub-
‘woofer at a concert, Others report it rat-
tling their windows and spooking their

pets.
Known as the Windsor Hum, this
sound in Windsor, Ontario, near Detroi,

is unpredictable i its duration, timing  intensity

and intensity, making it all the more
maddening for those affected.

“You know how you hear of people
whohave gone out to secluded places to
get away from certain sounds or noises
and thelike?” Sabrina Wiese postedina
private Facebook group dedicated to
finding the source of the noise. “I've

mmmuuumwmmhwm
Darwish Salahudin ooking at pictures of the dead atthe Martyrs Insttutein Manbil

They also host museums with galleries

of hndreds of enlarged photographsof ple’ o
Women's Proteetion Units, They are - altes.

the local fallen; finance signs and bill
boards with faces of groups of the dead;
print off lkenesses of all shapes and
sizes to distribute to homes, offices and
publicpaces; andtage publcmemori
al events, with marches and speeches
on anniversary days. No publi offce in

Kurdishareasiswithoutatleastoneand ~ towering

ustally many photographs of the fallen.
Then thereare the cemeteries. Every
major ity now has a section for the

Protection Units, as well as the

mostly Kurdish fighters from the Peo- 8

* the midtofal thosea wilhmos
aysof muipl desd fihers 3
righof AbdulahOcaln, eim:

" Some Kurdsevenseem toinvite death
in wr, which their American advisers

graveyards. !
The cemelery for war dead outside | are the most highy praised and pic
Kobani, o theborder vith Turkeg hasa *tures of them are displayed especially

ing marble atar pavion, elabo-

a5 With the recent case of

rate and decorative, and a huge rotunda ’Av&amhmwmmwsdlupm

is under construction, Inside the ro-

destroy a Turkish tank in Afrin, Within

unda,officials lan o put Keepsakes  two days berfce waseverywhere

that WasnIngton G ot waik ure w
operation program or a new European
Defense Fund “to bea protectionist ve-
hicle for E.U"

“We're going to watch carefull, be-
cause if that becomes the case, then it
could splinter the strong Security alli-
ance that we have,"she added, referring
10 NATO.

Atop aide to Defense Secretary Jim

« | Mattis, Katie Wheelbarger, the principal
. | deputy assistant screary for intena- - publicly

tional security affairs, Said that fiting
the cooperation program and NATO to-
gemefwasakeypmolmmnk!
conversations in Brussels with defense

i | ministers last week.

“Wearesupportiveof it aslongasitis
complementary {0 and not distracting

LTAOIULY S VWA s smssn e oo
messages, as Vice President Mike
Pence did last year, asserting Mr.
TrnpssupportorNATOwdheprin-
ciple of collective defense, analysts $ay.

But this year, only Mr. Trump's na-
tional securty adviser, Lt Gen. H.R.
McMaster,spoke for the administration,
and he said itle about Europe, Mr. Mat-
i and the Central Intelligence Agency
director, Mike Pompeo, did not speak
atall.

For many years, long before Mr.
Trumps election, the United States
pushed Europeannationstospend more
ondefense andtotake more responsibil
ityfor European security M Trump has
atcheted up the public pressure, and
NATO members are spending more.

POCLAITO B VRGNANAD

The United States defense secretary,Jim Matis,center,with his Canadian counterpart,

wwmmm-muwnmmhm

an city, an annoying hum, and no one knows why

wantedto dothat many timesin the past
year or o because it has gotten $o bad.
Imagine having toflee ll you know and
Jove just to have a chance to hear noth-
mhmmm‘nginmwtorwmon

Sincereportsoft surfacedin 2011, the
Hum has been studied by the Canadian
the University of Western
Ontario and the University of Windsor.
Activists have done their  own
sleuthing.
Oversixyears, Mike Provostof Wind-
sor, who helps run the Facebook page,
has amassed more than 4,000 pages of
daily observations about the duration,

sound and the weather conditions a the

time,

He has had to fend off skeptics and
theorists who believe that the hum i re-
lated o secret tunneling, UEOS or
covert government operations, he said.

Mr. Provost, aretired insurance sales-
man, said his work was a blend of obses-

sion and hobby. T've gt tokeep going.”
hesaidinaphone nterview. Tmnot go-
ing to quit this”"

“The hum is not limited to Windsor, a
city of about 220,000 people on the De-
troit River, Mr. Provost said he had re-
ceived reports from McGregor, Ontario,

Known as the Windsor Hum, the
sound is unpredictable, making it
all the more maddening for those
affected.

20 miles to the south, and across the
United States border to the east of
Cleveland, about 90 miles away.
‘Tracey Ramsey, a member of the Ca-
nadian Parliament, said in a phone in-

terview tha she regulrly gets calls pital

from constiuents aboutthe healh f-
fts of the hum, Residents have con+
lined of beadaches, eeplessess, -
ritaiity and depression.

“Its something they are desperate for
an answer to)” she said.

Tracing the noise's origing s compli
cated by who hears it, and when and

“Its as f you had  fire hose moving
back and forth and the peaple who have
the water falling on them hear the noise,
and if you're outside that stream, you
don'thear the noise,” he said.

Researchers have found no trends re-
Jated to gender or age forthe “hearers.”

Dr. Darius Kohan, the director ofool-
ogy and neurotology at Lenox HilHos-
jtal and Manhattan Eye, Ear and
Throat Hospital in New York, said that

{us, apersitentringing n he ars.

Scott Barton,anassistant professorof - really

music at Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Massachusett, said in a phone
interview that infrasound, which s be-
Jow 20 hertz, can create a sense of un-
ease because it is unintelligible to hu-
man hearing butsil detectable While it
is possible to be accustomed to certain
noises (the humofanair-conditiones, for
example), this lowHrequency noise is
challenging because t has been 0 in-
consistent, he said.

Seeking intervention by government
regulators for the hum is difficult be-
cause regulations typically address
decibel fevels that can lead to hearing
Joss or damage,not those that can afect
uality of ife, Rebecca Smith, @ sound
engineer and doctoral student at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor

whoresearchesurbannoise, wroteinan  England

the low-frequency hum was unlikely to - emal.

cause long-term hearing damage but

that it could be as debiltating as tinni-
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“Think about the sound of adog bark-
ing,"she szid. “Itdoesn'tneedtobeloud

MWMMM»M
annoying and distracting”

‘The University of Windsor report said
the hum's likely source was blast fur-
nace operations on Zug Island on the
American side of the Detroit River,
whichis densely packed with manufac-
turing, Activists complained that United
States Steel, which operates the fur-
naces, has been uncooperative and se-

cretive, A company spokeswoman did

ot respond to requests for comment.

Aprindpalhwaromheawy,
Pro. Colin Novak, told CBC News in
2014that researchers needed more time
and cooperation from the American au-
thoritesto inpoint the source, ‘s ke
chasing a ghost," he said.

Hums similar to Windsor s have been
reported in at least a dozen communi-
ties worldwide, including in Australia,
and Scotland, the study said.In
the United States, highvprofile hums
have been reported in Taos, NM, and
Kokomo, Ind.

|
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i tionearly inthe Games, individual
AG SULZBERGER Pbshr Tara Lipinski , umlzt;pesmruwwmwnﬂﬂsyear
DEAN BAQUET, o Edr MARK THOMPSON, i et Ofe \ are,realstcally, not great, Meanwhie,
JOSEPH KA, Mg STEPHEN DUNBARJOHNSON, Prsider et the two leading Russian women are
TOM BOOKIN,rstieDiwir JANCHRSTOPE DEHARTA Soor V7, Gl Adtingll | =~ poised to potentaly claim both gold
SUZANNE DALEY i Ede ACHILLESTSALTAS V2. et Cndrencs o decades ago, when | was skating ~ and siver:
UAROTTEORDON 2, oo Mokt competitively, it was always clear who How did we get here? The seeds of
NS BN Pl EAENRCNSTANTORACS, Vi Crdaon ‘;ymmﬂw;""”w“m “m‘m‘m‘mm’s
wan, a regularly received were ago, notat
o i ) A B el 0 what wer thn perfect scores. e highest evlSf the sport butat
How doyou beata perfectscore? To  thelovesl.
findavaylocompetewihherny  Whenthe s of jdgin saingn
WMIWtomeupw " international competition changed in
aplan. My best chance, we decided, 2004, with the goal of
bl 3T
a , triple loop il more transparent,
THE TRUMP TEAM’S DUBIOUS ETHICS nation to my program, and | became
the first woman to land one in competi-
President Trump's White House has been so scandal-§ | tion. '
Thereareso  piaued thatconrversienvolving cabnet member | 1 e csions e hse 1t
many scandals - a therigheveloffcial that would avebeen
inthis  rontpagenewsin any otheradministration have
administration  barely registered in the public consciousness.
that many Perhaps we should not be surprised by these ethi i
arenft getting lapses, given that the president himself has litlein “ing at the junior and senior levels, it
the attention estin ethical niceties. He has refused to disclose his sm;nmm m‘;“ ruptomhﬁw;di::dﬂmaw
" 4 ut most won' fasport  determine how it
the desere ‘fﬂ;"m';lm“‘mﬁmm {orward unlessthey hae theincentive  leve compeiions. A inthe Amet-
betveen p the executive 10d00— Jet lone when thestru- €an system, the juvenile through
M. Trump the president. And he has given his ( nn'es»hasportl\avebeensam!at.:dL &oemmpe\ﬁmdﬁnudmgm
i actually incentivize them to up.
wmdmmumh?vemxu ernment expert- § | %0 expain the currntchae ~ Youngsatrsinthe Unied Stes
ence, phum White House obs. Jengesfacing Urited tates women's et rewarded no fo innovating and
Here are some of the recent scandals in Trumplan Winter Olympics: Other  taking risks — attempting new coni-
that deserve greater public serutiny, or even congre landeda mﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ‘ﬁ
sional hearings and investigations. - 1
MR FRSTCLASS v =
Scott Pruitt, the champion of fossilfuel interests who
i busily trying to destroy the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and his aides have made the ludicrous
argumemhmentdaysthatbemmtﬂyﬁrslclass
because he s not safe in economy. This has elicited
howls of aughter from aviaton experts. M. Pruitt and
his staf have racked up a tab totaling many thousands
of dollars for domestic and international trips, includ-
ingsl.ulforahriefﬁimtromWnshingtmmNew
York. Mr. Pruitt told The New Hampshire Union
Leader that he has to travelin the front of the cabin

because people in coach are mean to him. “We've
reached the point where there’s not much civility in
the marketplace, and it's created, you know, it's creat-
ed some issues,” he said.
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Skating, like all other sports, has an
element of strategy; what followed
was a generation of young women who
went home after competitions, re-
thought their programs, took out those
triple-triples — and found they could
still win,

But this judging system created a
pipeline of athletes who were not well
equipped to be competitive on the
world

stage.
Compare the United States with
Russia, where skaters come up under a
system designed to encourage them to
up the technical ante at a very young

age.

Today, the gold-medal favorite Evge-
nia Medvedeva has two triple-triple
combinations in her program. She and
her teammate Alina Zagitova have
begun raising their arms over their
head during their jumps — another
element that nabs them extra difficulty
points, all of which add up.

Ms. Zagitova, for her part, has put
together a program designed to best
take advantage of the scoring system:
‘The spins and choreography sequence
come in the first half of the skate, and
the jumps come in the second, where
they receive a 10 percent bonus be-
cause they are executed on tired legs.

The American men have avoided the
fate of the women thanks largely to the
one-man phienom Nathan Chen, whose
physicality and technical brilliance
have helped push his teammates for-
ward, too. Despite a disappointing

Areturn torisk in the rink

short program this Olympics, Mr. Chen
came back to win the free skate por-
tion of the competition, setting a record
for technical score in a Winter Olympic
Games, and becoming the first man to
successfully land five quads in compe-
tition and to attempt six.

Happily, a course correction has
begun. After the Sochi Games, the
United States implemented a new
judging system for skaters in lower
Tevels intended to reward risk-taking
and consistency. These sorts of
changes won't produce champions
immediately, but we could see a real
difference in the caliber of skaters in
the Winter Olympics in Beijing in 2022.

‘The selection of this year's Olympic
team s also a great sign. The United
States is being represented by women
like Ms. Nagasu, whose success with
the notorious triple axel last week was
agenuine American milestone, and
Bradie Tennell, a virtual unknown until
a few months ago but one who lands
difficult triple-triple combinations, with
ease and consistency.

Neither is likely to match the prow-
ess of the Russians, but their selection
sends a clear message from the high-
est level of United States skating to the
next generation: Risks bring rewards.

‘Take it from someone who was once
criticized for focusing too much on
technical skating — they're right.

TARA LIPINSKI won the 1998 Olympic gold
medal in women's figure skating.
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writer and director Guillermo del
,Sgﬁmwnhrlﬂssdenwﬁcﬂon

fand horror movies, including “Pacific

‘Rim “Par’s Labyrinth" and, most re-

oe;m,"l‘hesrnpeolwuer.'nmmdel

Toro's talents go beyond film: he s also

co-author of a trilogy of vampire novels

and s the creator of the Netflix series

“Trollhunters." !

One of his latest projects, the draw-
ingsfor the box.of atequila from Patron
called Patrtn x Guillermo del Toro, is @
homage to his upbringing in Guadalaje-
ra, in the central western Mexican state
of Jalsco. There, he would often see the
fields of agave teeming with jimadores,
the farmers who harvest blue weber
agave plants used to make tequila. “It
was fascinating to watch them work be-
cause their craft of picking and trim-
ming the plants s so inricate,” he said.
1 the jimadores who inspired Mr. del
Toro's drawings, he said.

Below are edited excerpts froma re-
cent conversation with him.

but what does the state offer for tour-
ists?

d tequila in Mexico

There's plenty to see. First of all
whether you drink tequila or not, I do
think it's worth visiting some tequila
houses in the town of Tequila and in the
Highlands region. By going to a house,
youcanlearn about how the agaveisex-
tracted to produce the drink.

But going beyond tequil, love Mag:
dalena, a small town famous for s opal
mining. You can visit the mines and see
how the workers find the stones. Then
there's Puerto Vallarta, which has beat-
tiful beaches, and my hometown of Gua-
dalajara, where my favorite sights are
the murals by Jose Clemente Orozco —
heis one of the greatest Mexican mural
artists ever, and his artis everywhereis
the city.

What are some other destinations in
Mexico that tourists tend to miss?
Several places come to mind. Mérida, in
the state of Yucatdn, is a beautiful co-
Jonial city where the people used to
dress in all white from head to toe. The
cultureds very rich, especially the music
— it's a limerick style called son where
the phrases repeat again and again.
‘Then youhave Oaxaca, Whichis anin-
credibly mystical city with a ot of
shamans. The cuisine is refined but
spicy, and you find a lot of mole. And
Campeche City, in the state of Campe-
che,is a vibrant port city with fantastic

seafood which s also very nice to walk
around in.

Each of these places are in the same
country but are 5o different culturally
and cuisine-wisethat they might as well
be different countries.

Compared with the cities you just
named, Cancin and Cabo San Lucas
are much more popular with tourists.
Do they give travelers an authentic
sense of Mexico at all?

I've onlybeen to Cancin onceand idn't
reallylikeit, so [ can't offer any perspec-
tive there, but as for Cabo, you need to
get away from the touristy parts to ap-
preciate its beauty. For me, the hidden
gem there is a beach called Bariles,
near the city of La Paz. All the locals g0
there, and the swimming is fantastic.
‘The beach,also has food stands where
you get the best lobster and fish.

Doyou have any recommendations for
souvenirs that travelers to Mexico
should buy?

Tmpartialto candies called borrachitos.
They're sugary and soft and comein dif-
ferent flavors. [ also suggest buying ale-
brijes — they are these bright fantasy
creatures handmade by local artists,
and you can find them at craft markets
all over the country, They're distinctly
Mexican,

] Jalisco is where tequila is produced,

The art of ordering roo service

TRAVEL TIPS

Lysmvmvom
|| Room service is often the last refuge of
iness travelers, and an overpriced,
-seasoned option for travelers
t many options. According to
Nail, the executive chef of Clar-
s hotel in London, “the food you get
i§n't necessarily a reflection of who pre-
ared it," he said. “There's an art to or-
r;.w...mm'ﬂehnsafewm
and tested tips.

i, Nail st n & ush, e reqests
his meal is delivered in courses be-

1
calse

might be on a high floor, which means
that your meal could take up to 10 min-
utes 1o reach you after it leaves the
kitchen, and that's not including any
other room service deliveries along the

way,

While hot items are usually delivered
in a hot box, they can stll arrive luke-
warm. Soups are the exception and tend
1o stay hot. Also,if you see  souffié on
the menu, don't bother ordering it. Mr.
Nail said that it will be a pancake by the
time it reaches you. Club sandswiches
and Caesar salads, on the other hand,
travel especially well.

1fthere's regonal dish or speciaty |

on the menu, however, gofor t. Mr. Nail
said that these local specialties have
been someof his best meals on the road.

GO OFF-MENU
Don't beafraidtoorder offthe menu, Mr.

wide variety of ingredients on hand, and
if the chefis have time, they are happy to
make you what you want,” he said. Just
be reasonable and ask politely, and
you'll have great results.

1f youre craving a specific dish, ask
foritbut with acaveat; giveadvanceno-
tice, preferably 12 hours, if you want a

" |abor-intensive dish or something par-

ticularly special.
ORDER THROUGH ALIVE PERSON
Pickup the phoneand speak to someone
toplace your order,evenif you have the
option to do it lectronically through a
tablet, app or your fn-room television.
Mr. Nail said that your order taker is
your guide through the menu and can
share suggestions suchasside dishesto
pair with your entree that you may not
have thought of. Some of those options
may beupsell, but talking toa real per-
sonisthe only way tohhear the daily spe-
cials, or ask about options that may not
be included in the menu.

Nail said. “Hotel kitchens tendtohavea |
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Save the date:

InterContinental London Park Lane
October 9-11,2018

October 9-11, London

This October, senior executives, policy makers, financiers, strategists and
experts from the internationaloil and gas industry will gather in London for
the 39th annual Oil & Money Conference: The New Energy Map

Joinus for frank discussion and stimulating debate on how the global
petroleum industry is being reshaped by the United States'hift from being
notonly the world's biggest ol and gas consumer, but now alsoits biggest
producer. At this year's conference, we will discuss:

+ Policy and trade implications arising from the return of the US.as an

energy power

+ Theimpactof shiftsin crude, products, and LNG. trade
+ Challenges for rival energy players ke Russia, Saudi Arabia and China

+ Outlook for OPEC, shale and deepwaterinvestment

+ Implications for petrochemicals, refining and power infrastructure

Register your interest at
oilandmoney.com
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In a warm, dry winter,
Calfornia residents see
traces of a familiar pattern

BYHENRY FOUNTAIN

Atmospheric conditions that helped cre-
ate the recent multiyear California
drought havereturned,leaving the tate
dry and exceptionally warm this winter,
and s residents are wondering if an-
otherlong dry spell is onthe way

A-ridge of high-pressure air off the
West Coast has persisted for much ofthe
) past three months, blocking many Pa-
cific storms from reaching California
and weakening others that do get
through. Normally such ridges tend to
come and go, but they also lingered dur-
ing the 2012-16 drought, the worst n the
state's history.

“Weare now seeing another year that
looks like one of those drought years,”
said Daniel Swain, a postdoctoral re-
searcher at the Institute of the Envi-
ronment and Sustainability at the Uni-
versty of Cafori, Lo Anges, who
during the drought coined the term “ri-
diculously resilient ridge” to describe
the atmospheri pattern.

“This one is definitely a resilient
ridge, but we dont know f it quite

Bymwma!lusl,dmghhas
already returned. According to- the
United States Drought Monitor, most of
thesouthern halfof Californiais nowex-
Periencing moderate or severe drought,
a marked change from three mms

state was i moderate rought and no
part wasin severe drought.

‘The Los Angeles area has been espe-
ciallydry. Dr. Swain said that Los Ange-
les has had only one 24-hour period with
rainfall of more than one-third of aninch
innearly a year. The one exception, Jan.
89, was the day the Santa Barbara area
fust tothe north was inundated, leading
to deadly mudslides.

But over all, the current conditions
are far less extreme than in 2015 and
2016, at the tail end of the drought. At
times in 2015 more than half the state
was considered to be in extreme
drought, the drought monitor's highest
category. Thatspring, the tatemposed
amandatory 25 percentreductionin wa-
ter use in urban areas.

State water officials note that this
year, as a result of the drought-ending
rains of a year ago, thereis plenty of wa-
ter in California’s reservoirs, so there
are no critical supply issues that could
lead to similar restrictions,

Even so, the dry, warm weather that
has persisted since late fall i taking a
ol withsnowpack nthe Sierra Nevada
~ the source of about one-third of Cali-
fornia's water — at 21 percent of normal
early last week. Without & flurry of
storms to add to the snowpack in the
next few months, the low snowpack
could eventualy lead to supply prot-

s el ryconiios et

for the next few years.

The high-pressure  ridge tends to
shunt storms north toward British Co-
lumbia,Said Marty Ralph, directorof the
Center for Western Weather and Water
Extremes at the Scripps Institution of
o

Reason to fear more drought

ago,when e than 10 peccent o the

“It'svery normalto have aridge,"said
Dr. Ralph, who studies so-called atmos-
phericrivers, trails of tropical moisture
that in anormal year are responsible for
much of Californias precipitation, ‘Tt

usually breaks down at some point and
, casewithdimmedmge —that asaver-

4ge tempersturesrise,averge STov
pad!'ildethne,pemapsbyasmwlas i

packs ofsorms bk through”

Mewsmdseshmwggmdhan
persitence of such blocking rdges in-
certain pars of the world may belinked
to limate change. But arange ofcondi-
tions in the Pacific Ocean niot necessar;
wmmm.w
EI Nifio and La Nifa, can contribute to
theformation and posiioning f aridge,
Dr. Swain said.

The Los Angeles area has been
especally dry for nearly a year.

Thethin California snowpackisalsoa
function of high temperatures. Follow-
ing a record warm summer and fall in
the state, temperatures have continued
well above normal this winter. In the Si-
erratownof Truckee, Calif, recently,the
high temperature, 64, was 21 degrees
above the historical average.

“What we're seeing is more precipita-
tion as rain than as snow;" said Doug

Carlson, a spokesman for the state De-  will

partment of Water Resources. The
warmer temperatures raise the snow
line, the elevation above which it is cold
enough that precipitation falls as snow.
They also cause what snow there is to
melt faster

Rain runs off immediately, while
snowpack serves as areservoir of water
thatis released over timeasit melts. So,
changes in the proportions of snow and

. B
i ‘

e

rain and the rate of snowmelt can.

the availability and timing of water

el sty and agrire,
The snowpack conditions in the Si-l

errathis year may be an etreme exam-

pleof what scientists suggest will be the

ﬁwby mideentury.
The blocking pattern in the atmos-
pherehasalso brought warm,dry condi

ton t the Rocky Mouvains and te |

Calmbkwa'basm,sald(}regSmuh,a‘
senior hydrologist with the National
Weather Service in Salt Lake City.

+ “The paiternis very strong this year,’ R

Mr.Smith sad. Mostofthe storms track
to the north of the region, he said, “and

the storms that do come in tend to be. [

weak?
‘The situation in the lower Colorado
basin — most of Arizona and parts of
Utah, New Mexico, Nevadaand Califor-
nia—is especially bad, with snow totals
ator near record lows at many locations.
As in California, the upper Colorado
basin — parts of Arizona, New Mexico,
Utah, Colorado and Wyoming — had
plenty of snow runoff last year, Mr.
Smith said. But without significant
stowfall by Apri, even the upper basin
il suffer

His forecast for the runoff this year
into Lake Powell, the reservoir at the
junction of the upper and lower basins,
is the seventh-lowest in history.
“There's definitely some concern for
supplies in some areas as we see these
forecast numbers drop;" Mr. Smith said.
“We're kind of hopeful we'll see a pat-
tern change in the next couple of
months. We're running out of time”"

THECU 10 4 ry SUTUCTUTe, (L0aL 1S WOy
water, unlike most every other sub-
stance, expands when it freezes.)
When squeezed, the hydrogens and
oxygensshufflento other crystal struc-
tures; seientists now know of more than

withpeci propertis,

well enough for practical use,

“As one starts validating those kinds
of predictions, it gives a hope that one
could start thinking about engineering
newmaterials” Dr. Jeanloz said, “where
you tell me what propertes you want,
and someone canusea computer nowto

- figure out what kind of materia, what

ind of elements you have to put togeth-
er,and how they'd have to be packed to-
xahu 1o come up with those proper-

Dn(h;oneoﬁhtsdmﬁstswl»hlve

i+ explored superonic ice in computer

simulations, has suggested that there
may be several types of superionic ice,
with oxygen atoms rearranging in dif-

= ferent crystal structures at even higher

pressures, That will not be easy to test.
But he's impressed that the theory has
been tested at all

“I'm always surprised by the ingenu-
ity ofthe experimental people”in devis-
ing ways to both create the extreme con-
ditions that produce something like su-
perionic ice and the tricky meas-
urements to verify the result he said.

MMELOTE KORALLA S MIOBOLDT/LLNUENE

- Researchersusedalaser uls to sty

superionic water, which is simultanegusly
solid and liquid,

Memory Implant raises both hopes and fears

Mind

scientists are truly beginning to under-
stand the biology of memory well
enough to manipulate it? Which reac-
tion is appropriate: the futurists or
the curmudgeon's?

‘The only honest answer at this stage

BY BENEDICT CAREY Lt

98

Onesuchablhtythatpeqkwnh
extraordinarily precise memory have
in common s known as selective atten-
tion, or “attentional control” In‘a com-
mon measure of this, e Stroop test,
people see words flash on a computer

onnann and wama tha anlan i wkisk o

without using the technique, or speed
of processing, Dr. Balota said.

In hort, ramping up the ablity to
recalllists offacts, whether with use of
an electric brain implant or imagery-
based training, may mean nothing for

musnnall misalives ab1ifn fn annaln swckana
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Résumé :

L’objectif de cette étude est d’aborder la problématique du terme dans
les textes journalistiques entre la traduction et I’arabisation.

Notamment, les problémes rencontrés par les traducteurs journalistes
dd au manqgue en matiere de terminologie capable de répondre aux exigences
de 1’époque. Ainsi, le besoin de générer une terminologie est devenu une
nécessité.

Les traducteurs ont eu recours a la traduction et a 1’arabisation
comme mecanismes de développement de la langue.

Mots clés : Traduction — Terme — Arabisation — Textes journalistiques.

Abstract:

The aim of this study is to address the problematic of the term in the
journalistic texts between translation and arabization. Above all, following the
problems encountered by translators of journalistic texts due to the lack of the
term capable of meeting the requirements of the times. Thus, the need to
generate terminology has become a necessity.

Translators resorted to translation and arabization as mechanisms for
language development.

Key words : Translation — Term — Arabization — Journalistic Texts.
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