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Summary :

Mohammed Masayef is one of the Algerian critics who tried to establish
criterions of literary criticism in Algeria in the post-independence period, and whose
criticism was known of his objectivity. He is considered one of the founders of
academic criticism in Algeria, for he has devoted his whole time to literary and
critical writing. Dr Massayef is a critic with a great cultural knowledge enabling him
to engage in creative and audacious experiences in the field of literature and
criticism.

Key words:

Criticism — poetry — prose - literature - academic criticism.

Résumé :

Dr Mohammed Masayef est I’un des critiques algériens qui ont essayé d'établir
des reperes de critique littéraire en Algérie dans la période post-indépendance, et dont
sa critique était connue de son objectivité. Il est considéré comme 1'un des fondateurs
de la critique académique en Algérie, car il a donnée tout son temps a 1’écriture
littéraire et critique. Dr Massayef est un critique avec une grande connaissance
culturelle lui permettant d’engager dans des expériences créatives et audacieuses dans
le domaine de la littérature et de la critique.

Mots Clés:

Critique — poésie — prose - littérature - critique académique.
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In the Name of Allah the Most Compassionate the Most Merciful and peace be upon His

Messenger Muhammad.
Then:

Algeria has witnessed during the period after the independence a great dynamism in the
world of literature and critics. Thus a great number of frame works in the field of artistic
literature has appeared that dealt with the heritage left after the colonialism. It was so obvious to
notice an experience that treated the situations marked by that period which the Algerian people
lived in deep pains. In spite of this fact, most of writers and novelists have had the scope to

express their own feelings about those circumstances through their frame works.

Among those writers and critics, we find Dr Mohammed MESSAIF during that period as
commented by Pr Mohammed MORTAD saying: « He is considered as one of those
personalities who founded Arabic criticism in Algeria. He did do his best so as to let this kind of
criticism be at the top of thinking. He did carry deeply the first steps of Arabic criticism with his
students. He did reconstruct the platform of a new kind of science that was born and did hope

that it would flourish one day. »

Dr MESSAIF is regarded as one of the Algerian scholars since he wrote a lot of articles
in critics related to new themes. He was a teacher and writer as well as critic faithful to creativity
in this Algerian Arabic criticism as a whole. Thus, if we come back to his experience in this kind
of works, we do analyze and study them referring to the last decade of this century. | personally
found myself motivated to deal with some of his themes. | did try to follow the analytical
methodology. Hence, | did start with a deep reading to all his productions so as to decide on the
details of my research so as to reach some touchable results through a real reading to some of his

texts to be well understood and so detecting the academic angles of MESSAIF’s frame works.

It is notable that Dr Mohammed MESSAIF and through his critical works is a daring
writer in various fields which allowed him to identify the weaknesses of the literary text set for
the study following his particular methodology linked to linguistics and stylistics since he was
pleased by the aesthetical industry of both language and terms without coming back to the text’s
writer. He focused only on the creative master pieces of the text regardless its producer. He did
apply this methodology all along his experience and thence he was so objective. The question to

be asked is:



Is this an academic work or does it concern only the university studies? If we agree on the fact

that this work is so academic, how did he come to be successful for such a deal?

These questions were raised while | was searching to fetch for data and details to

such a theme and so to answer the earlier asked question.
I was faced with some difficulties from which I do state:
- It was difficult to find the references to deal with this study.
- Researches on Mohammed MESSAIF were very few.
| have divided my research into a preface and three chapters.

In the preface (Introduction) | have dealt with the concept of Academic Critics. However, in the
first chapter entitled: The Existence of Academic Critics by Mohammed MESSAIF, | have
studied the poetic discourse which have led me to deal with three sub-titles. The first sub-title

tackles: The Poetic Discourse whereas the second sub-title deals with: the Free Poetry by

Mohammed MESSAIF in which | have spoken about his opinion about poetry and how we
criticize it. As for the thirst sub-title, it covers: The Study of the Evolution of the Arabic Poetry.

In the second chapter, | have dealt with the Existence of Academic Criticism by
Mohammed MESSAIF in the study of the narrative discourse. This includes three sub-titles. The
first sub-title is about the Criticism of the Novel which has been studied into two elements: The
Criticism of the Text in the Novel and the Elements of the Novel. As for the second sub-title:

The Critics of the Story, it contains three elements: The Subject of the Story, The Artistic
Construction of the Story and The Study of the Stylistics of the Story. As far as the third sub-title
is concerned and which is: the Critics of the Theatre “Drama” consists of three elements: The
Language of the Theatre (Drama), The Function of the Theatre (Drama)

In the third chapter, | have treated the Existence of Academic Criticism by Mohammed
MESSAIF in the study of the cognitive discourse. It is composed of three sub-titles. The first
sub-title: The Language and Arabization which has been studied into two elements: The
Situation of the Arabic Language during the French Colonization and The Arabization of the

Algerian School. Concerning the second sub-title: The Algerian History studied into two

elements: The Popular Resistances and The Revolution of November. As for the third sub-title:

The National Personality is studied into two elements: The Religion and the language.



I have concluded my research by a set of results. For such a research, | did refer to most

primary sources written by Mohammed MESSAIF from which | do state:

e The Algerian Arabic Modern Novel.
e Chapters in the Literary Algerian Modern Criticism.

e Inthe Revolution and Arabization.
| have also referred to some researches in this theme such as:

A) Books:

- Abdellah RUKEIBI: The Evolution of the Algerian Modern Prose.

I e e : Some Issues in the Arabic Contemporary Poetry.

- Oukkacha CHAREF: An Introduction to the World of the Dramatic Algerian Text.

- Mohammed MORTAD: Literature in the Maghreb (between the Classical and the
Modern).

B) Theses:

- Mohammed SARI: the Literary Criticism: Its Methodologies and Its Applications by Dr
Mohammed MESSAIF.

In the end, | do thank deeply Allah helping me carrying out this research. Then, | do thank
my respectable supervisor Dr, Mohammed BELKACEM who did accept to follow step by step
my work directing, advising and correcting.



After this study and deep research about productions made by Mohammed MESSAIF | did

come to a number of results from | do state:

e Dr Mohammed MESSAIF is one of those critics who characterized the period after the
independence who dealt with this kind of science objectively.

e He is considered as one of those critics who devoted themselves for the sake of the
Arabic language through his clear points of view in all his writings about the Arabization
as nearly all his starting points were about asking for the learning of the Arabic language
as well as its teaching.

e He created by himself a method different from his partners in dealing with a new stylistic
methodology in linguistics and being far away from using the terms related to criticism.

e Objectivity in work, the thing he focused on in his studies as he was insisting on the
theme of the study and not the one who has written it.

e He focused on lots of works on the use of the Arabic language as being the national
language in the creative writing as to represent the principles of the national personality
linked to nationalism.

¢ In his most of his works, he based himself on the way to repeat the reading of the text and
then constructing it again more clearly studying the theme and finally he treated the style
and the language of the studied text.

e At the level of the country, he was keen on all the writings and creative works dealing
with the nation or the homeland.

Thence, he was so delighted to read these texts in which he pointed at the language and
the style.

e His writings were characterized by the academic methodology as he was so linked to
knowledge especially that one of the Algerian production using his own methodology in

criticism based on the Academic and objective style.
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Summary:

This research would try to shed light on the methodology set by Mohammed Mesaif and
that is so clear in applying critics on any given text.

He based on a dimension of equilibrium in judging any critical text. He has always put the
writer and his personality aside when criticizing his text. This method was inspired and practiced
even in his daily life.

He then was able to limit and explicit the critical function through the theme of the text
dealtwith and that by means of a so concentrated lecture and so sort out the objective of the text.
Key — words: Methodology — critics —equilibrum in judging — critical function.
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Summary :

The poetic criticism of Dr. Mohammed Messaif was of a great
importance; As well us the critical practice of this kind of art according to
him ook a specific form of study. First: he srarted by summarizing the fext
and then proceeding tu a simple rapid study of the artistic and critical side.
Finally: he presents general opinions by which he uses classical terms not
responding to contemporary usage.

Key words ;

Poetry: criticisme study: value: poetic music.
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