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Résumé:

Cette thése vise a observer l'espace dans la poésie algérienne selon une méthode semiotique
prenant l'interprétation comme instrument de procédure pour connaitre et comprendre le
symbolisme des espaces et des environnements spatiaux publics, ouverts, fermés, divertissants et
mornes, en tenant compte de ce qui a été réalisé a partir de leur symbolisme public dans cette
poesie et d'autre dans la poésie arabe, et ce qui a éteé réalisé du symbolisme spécial unique a la
poésie algérienne moderne, ainsi que ce que son lexique poétique représente par excellence;
dailleurs ce que cette poésie expose de tendances et genres.

Mots clés: Espace- la poétique- sémiologie- interprétation--symbole - la poésie algérienne
moderne.

Abstract:

This thesis seeks to observe the space in the Algerian poetry according to a semiotic
method taking the interpretation as a procedural tool to know and understand the symbolism of
spaces and public, open, closed, and entertaining and dreary spatial environments, taking into
account what has been achieved from their public symbolism in this poetry and other Arab
poetry, and what has been achieved of special symbolism unique to modern Algerian poetry, as
well as what its poetic lexicon represents par excellence; besides what this poetry exposes as
trends and genres.

Key words: Space- poetics- semiotics -symbol - interpretation- modern Algerian poetry.
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INTRODUCTION

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful and Salutations and Peace
of Allah are upon Muhammad the trustworthy Prophet as well as upon his family and all his
companions.

Then, nearly most who are interested in the literary field agree unanimously that
modern Arabic poetry and since its inception has been based on a manner free from the
captivity of one metre only, looking for itself for several shapes and different manners; the
fact which has led to the appearance of the poem of symbol in a free intense way to a large
extent and focalized with great accuracy, and the symbolizing image has become extended as
long as the experience and the complexity of its edges and its psychological and intellectual
dimensions which are blended with inventive awareness and creative imagination, since it is a
means for the transfer of the highest human values.

As poetry, which is more sensitive and vulnerable across contextually and as long as
the symbolizing image is as well, symbol is part and parcel, as it constitutes a fused vision
which expresses all emotional expression indirectly, and non-literal, which applies to the
symbol in general. It is naturally that it is a fictitious shape with intimate bonds, including a
certain human dimension, yearning for freedom, social justice and rejecting injustice and

social networking on the foundations of love and honour.

The modern Algerians poets have realized what space entails within of evocative loads
and what it stimulates in the soul of the recipient of feeling expressing human emotion at its
most beautiful images. Therefore, they have made from it a means for the expression of the
human dimensions sharing the implications with their counterparts in the Orient, and another
one which was exclusive to them with its symbolism putting in explicit terms and images that
are met by allusion, which has strengthened our desire in our review of models of the modern
Algerian poetry and analyzing others in accordance with a system relating the semantic to the

semiotic.

And what is added to it that these symbolic aspects of space in our modern Algerian
literature have not been dealt with academic researches as far as we know that have made
from space a habit to it besides, the lack of scientific studies related to the semiotic study to it
in this poetry. Thus, we tried and decided after consulting our supervisor on a title
covering the aspects of the research whose title is “Space in Modern Algerian Poetry (from



1950 to 2010- a Semiotic Study” trying to answer to what extent the semiotics of space is
embodied in modern Algerian poetry and whether this poetry in that extended to what is
settled in modern Arabic poetry as places and spaces? And what are the limits of semantics
and semiotics within it? The fact which has presented one of the problematic of research that
has obliged us to ask and then to answer it, in the absence of previous examples of poetic
tackling modern and contemporary Algerian poetry, and to study the place in the divans
(collections of poems) of the Algerian poets and try to interpret them has constituted an
additional difficulty.

As for the outline of the research, it is divided into an introduction and four chapters
and a conclusion as well as the table of contents, a bibliography, appendices and an index..

In the introduction, we have dealt with the trends of modern Algerian poetry showing
the most important characteristics of each trend.

In the first chapter whose title is “Poetics and the Poetics of Place or Space”, we have
tackled what concerns the poetics in the Western patrimony, and the types of poetics in the
Arab patrimony in two parts which are: the phenomenon related to ruins ‘Tuleiliya) and the
poetics of place, and the introduction of ruins in the balance, as this tackling constitutes of a
necessary background before dealing directly with the semiotics of symbol in the modern
Arab poetry and modern Algerian poetry, which is considered to be as a natural extension of
it, though it has acquired its Maghrebin specificity by virtue of geography and history.

As far as the second chapter which is titled: "Semiotics and the Relationship of the
Place the study of Toponymy?”, is divided into themes. We have allocated the first to keep up
with semiotics in the Arab and Western patrimony, the second to the review of the importance
of place in the semiotics study, the third to tie a bond between the place and toponymic study
and as for the fourth; it tackles the relationship of semiotics to the place.

Concerning the third chapter, we have wanted it to be a study paving the way to the
semiotic study to modern Algerian poetry where we have examined the "semantics of place in
modern Arab poetry,” we have delved into their concept in the “patrimony of both Arab and
western linguistics™ and a link of linguistic (lingual) thinking in the "modern era”, with a
general survey of spatial environments and their significance in modern Arab poetry under the
subtitles that "proceeded to observe the" public, open and closed spaces in both their
domestic and desolate spaces (compulsory) as well as entertaining ones. We have investigated
to what extent some of these places in the modern Arab poetry are used.



We have done our utmost so that the fourth chapter will be practical in modern
Algerian poetry in order to be like the previous spatial models, and others, from the semiotic
and explanatory perspective, inquiring them in their general and special symbolic dimensions
, and to ensure the understanding as much as possible, of modern Algerian poetry
lexicography.

As for the conclusion, it has included the most important findings of the research,
followed by two indexes of the most important terms cited in the text, one: for general terms
and, a second: for the names of the places, in addition to the list of primary and secondary,

and another for the topics.

Among the used primary and secondary sources in the search are: collections of
modern Arab and Algerian poetry such as: The Diwans of Badr Shaker Sayyab, Mahmoud
Darwish, The Algerian Emir Abdelkader, and the Diwan of the Sacred Flame (Diwan
Allahab Al Mugaddes) by Moufdi Zakaria, besides works that have dealt with the place as a
reality and a significance; for example, the Aesthetic of Place (Djamaliat Al Makan) by
Gaston Bachelard, the Novel and the Place (Arriwaya wa Al Makan), a Study of the
Novelistic Place ( Derrasatu Al Makan Arriwai) by Annassir, and the Theory of the Place in
Islamic philosophy, Ibn Sina as a Model ( Nadariyatu Al Makan fi Al Falssafa Al Islamiyya,
Ibn Sina Namudajan), by Hassan Majid al-Obeidi, with what followed that of semiotic
studies, for instance, the Rhetoric Criticism According to Abdelkader Al Djordjani — a
Semiotic Study - (Annagad Al Balaghi 3inda Abdelkader Ajorjani- Derrasatun Simyaiyatun)
by Mohammed Salem Saad Allah, and Semiotic Analysis Dictionary of Texts (Qamus Al
Mustalahat Attahlil Assimyai Linnussus) by Rachid Benmalek, in addition to a number of
doctoral theses and magister dissertations that have tackled the place as a substance or
presentation, including in order: Mohammed Saleh Kherfi: the Aesthetics of the Place in the
Contemporary Algerian Poetry (Jamaliyatu Al- Makan fi Ashi3r Al Jazairi Al Mu3assir), and
the Place in the New Novel- the Novelistic Discourse of Edwar Kharrat as a Model ( 1980-
1997 AD) ( Al Makan fi Arriwayati Al Jadidati- Al Khitab Arriwaiyu liedwar Al Kharrat-
Namudajan by Khaled Hussein Hussein, with referring to some monolingual and bilingual
ancient and modern Arabic dictionaries, to understand meaning of the places in their origin of
founding, and to explain some of the words formed in poetry and the like, including: Mu’jam
Magayyis al-Lugha li ibn Faris, Al —Qamus al-Muhit lil Firouzabadi, and Lissan al Arab libn
Mandhur, Al Mu’jam al Wassit for the Arabic Language Academy and Qamus Atlas al
Hadith, French-Arabic, from Atlas Global Centre for Publication and Distribution leaflets,



and a number of university theses that have taken from the place as their theme whether in
the novel or poetry or story, and others such as periodicals and journals, which include articles
that have enabled us to be familiar with them in dealing or commenting or theorizing, all of

which were distributed according to the positions of the search.

And because of the nature of our topic, we have used the descriptive approach
descriptive whose two pillars are induction and analysis, dealing with poetics and semiotics
starting with the first beginning passing by what has been settled from their models in the
Western and Arab literature and what it has had of semantic shades in the modern Arab poetry
and symbolism in the Algerian poetry of it, with what it requires by relying on theoretical and
procedural data of semiotic and interpretative which is a compound approach combining
between "Grimas" Semiotics and interpretive thinking that "Francois Rastier has added and
has made him really move from semiotics to interpretative semiotics. The purpose of this
systematic composition is to achieve the interest in the internal structure of the poetic text,
and place its orbit, and at the same time, the interest in the reading and interpretive of poetic

meanings of the meaning of the place in modern and contemporary Algerian poetry.

If there was a word | conclude with this introduction, is that one which | would like to
address to the respected teachers and scholars who have helped me in accomplishing this
research, in the lead my teacher who is also my supervisor Dr. "Khanath bin Hashem" for
what scientific effort she has made and what necessary methodological guidance she has
given me so as this research will stand on its legs despite its many scientific burdens; thus, |
am too much grateful to her. I am too much thankful to the members of the Examining
Scientific Jury who have bothered themselves to read this thesis and assessed and corrected
both ideas and style, hoping to God Almighty to be up to their expectations to respond to the
spirit of science, and promise them to benefit from their valuable scientific observations
value, to correct this thesis and other future researches.

CONCLUSION

After reviewing some poetic models covering meanings of the place and their semiotic
shades as well as their methods’ use in modern Arab and Algerian poetry, the research has
ended up in general results and other special ones which we can summed them up in what
follows:

-the poetic movement in Algeria has known an important development in its intellectual and
artistic aspects, and has followed various artistic trends expressing issues related to homeland
and mankind, away from confusion interested in conveying the idea to the receiver more than
innovating far-reached models. Hence, there have appeared two poetic trends: one of them
conservative and the second sentimental in addition to free poetry movement, which was a



new outlet and an unusual doctrine compared to what was existent from inherited rhymed
poetry, which is aptly expressed by Abu al-Qasim Saad Allah in the poem, "My Way".

Poetics and semiotics in both their literary and symbolic dimensions have not been
born from nothing, but they had roots, components and sources that poets have taken as a
support to express with different allusions disclosing their hidden aspects indirectly, which
have led to the emergence of schools with diverse theories and trends, built on strong
foundations to benefit from both Western and Arab patrimony in the construction of
expressive meanings shared by human emotion in both positive and negative dimensions. We
have been able to know thereby on the meaning of poetics and semiotics, the former in
relation to rhetoric style and their real and metaphorical and their meanings, and the second
extended naturally to them, as meant by the Arab and Western dictionaries and confirmed by
the different meanings of the place absorbed in almost completely and synonymously
meaningful words such as: the empty space, the space, and the spot and others, though
engrossed by "the place™ as meaning and not as structure.

Arabic poetry- ancient and modern — has never lacked from general spatial environments
like: the sea and the desert, the city and the village; and open such as: the street and the road;
and closed: domestic like: the house and the room and dreary or compulsory such as: the
prison and the grave, and entertaining like: The cafe and the nightclub.

The Algerian poet has considered (the sea, the street, the desert and the road) as examples
of public spaces in their extension and wide horizon and the city in its noise and cooler
relations with it the poets’s inability to bear it as well as their nostalgia to their villages and
rural areas. The open and closed spaces have received their due share of study and description
by modernist Arab poets. From the former, (the bridge, the street, the road, and the port); and
from the second models of domestic and dreary (compulsory) places; its first part represents
(the house, the room and the mosque) and its second one represents (the prison, the grave and
the hut), in addition to entertaining places such as: (the beach, the cafe and the nightclub),
often coupled with historical or cultural names.

The contents of modern Algerian poetry have been an extension to those familiar
places familiar and others which have been mentioned in the old or modern Arabic poetry in
meaningful symbolism of toponymic dimension at times, and semantic and interpretive at
other times the end, with what has distinguished some of its models carrying a spiritual
tendency and humane values manifested themselves clearly, although dominated by two axes
which are: the love of homeland and the hatred of colonialism as well as the yearning for
freedom in its noble humane dimensions.

Modern Algerian poetry has imposed itself on the literary and critical arena, by virtue of
the multiplicity of adopted environments to it, which were the subject of knowledge and study
since it had the upper hand in the revival and modernism movement in modern and
contemporary Arab poetry, in retaining special symbolic significance, specific to geographic
and history as: "the desert,” "the Sea", " the mountain”, " the prison", "the House ","the room



" " the beach", " the cafe ", " the cabaret " and others, with what are sometimes followed of
general symbolism reflecting the semiotic common denominator combining it with its modern
Arab twin in full commitment to the issues of the nation and the fate of its children.

The place in modern Algerian poetry has depicted one of the basic coordinates which the
Algerian poet has comprehended both concretely and abstractly. The poet may have recourse
to symbolic allusions accomplished by terms meaning different places that he shares
linguistically with other poets in the big Arab milieu, and their meanings may be narrowed
after being widened according to him limiting it in his milieu and his concrete and abstract
perceptions; and thereby he has embodied the poetic creativity in its most beautiful images
and semiotic dimensions.

The places in Algerian poetry have been arranged in their different locations and
directions as they have been arranged in contemporary Arab poetry, which does not imply, in
our opinion, the geographical delimitation for the place only, but it is a historical reference
concerning the aspect of recording the events and facts, rather from the matter of its historical
symbolic as well. Therefore, it was a good starting point to understand the "poetic space of
intertextual place that stems from the cognitive symbolysing load, and the expression through
it and pointing it to other locations, contrasting in its nature with the light of poetic place, and
what this place has added of knowledge and ideas, as well as what it has been exposed to the
fusion of disparate contradictions in fact in harmony seeking what is intimate, domestic and
real.”
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	تنطلق هذه الدراسة بالتفكير السيميائي عند الإغريق متمثّلة في المدرسة البلاغية  التي كان غرضها التشكيك في المعرفة على يد الفيلسوف "إنيسديموس" ( Insidious) في القرن الأول قبل الميلاد حيث عمل على تصنيف العلامات المختلفة في عشر صيغ مرتبطة ارتباطاً وثيقاً ب...
	ويعدّ دوسوير( De Saussure) الأب المعرفي للمدرسة الفرنسية، وهو يذهب إلى عدّ اللغة أساساً للتسمية،وأنّ هذه السمة ليست إلا ثمرة لاجتماع دال ومدلول باعتبارهما خدما لمكونات الشكل اللساني،وقد حاول اللسانيون إثبات هوية السمة بإعادتها إلى أدنى حالتها أي إلى ا...
	أما "همسليف"( Halmslev)، فقد سعى إلى أن يضيف إلى هذه النظرية بربطه مفهوم السمة بمفهوم (السيميورة) والتي هي عبارة عن عملية التعالق بين شكل التعبير وشكل المضمون حسب "همسليف" (Halmslev )،والدال والمدلول حسب سوسير(De Saussure)وباعتماده هذا التمثيل، فإن كل...
	أمّا عن السيميائية التي تصبو إليها " جوليا كريستيفا"( Julia Kristeva)، فهي لا تعُدُّ الشعر عاملا أساسيا بل تتعداه ولا تقف عند حدوده بل هي علم شمولي مسلح بأدوات منهجية ومعرفية صارمة في محاولة لاستنباط ملامح الفكر وحميمياته والمؤثرات المتحكمة فيه وهي تس...


